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PHILOSOPHICAL AND POLITICAL HISTOKY 

OF THE 

SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

- OF THE 

EUROPEANS 


IN THE 

^AST AND WEST INDIES. 

BOOK I. 

. INTRODUCTION. 

DiscorEEir.s, wars, and conquests, of the 

PORTUGUESE IN THE EAST INDIES. 

N O event has been fo intcrefting to mankind in ge- 
neral, and to the inhabitants of Europe in parti- 
cular, as the difcovery of the new world, and the paf. 
fage to India by the Cape of Good Hope, It gave 
rile to a revolution in the commerce, and in the power 
of nations ; as well as in the manners, induftry, and 
government, of the whole world. At this period new 
connedlions were formed by the Inhabitants of the moft 
diftant regions, for the fupply of wants they had never 
before experienced. The produdlions of climates fitu- 
ated under the equator, were confumed in countries 
bordering on the pole ; the induftry of the north was 
tTanfplanted to the fouth ; and the inhabitants of the 
ywft were clothed with the manufadures of the eaft : 
a general intercoiufe of opinions, laws, and cuftdms, dif- 
eafes and remedies, svirtues and vices, was eftablifhed 
among men, 

Eveiy thing has changed, and mnft change again. 
But it is a queftion whether the revolutions that are paft, 
or thofc which mu ft hereafter take place, have been, or 
can bc^ of any utility to the human race. Willowy 
FoL 1. A 
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to the tranquillity, the happinefs, and the 
pleafirres of mankind ? Can they improve our prefcnt 
Hate, or do they only change it ? 

The Europeans have founded colonies in all parts ; 
blit are they acquainted with the principles on which 
they ought to be formed ? They have edablifhed a com- 
merce of exchange, of the produdlions of the earth, and 
t>f manufa<!Hures. This commerce is transferred from one 
people to another. Can we not difcover by what means, 
and under what circumftanccs, this has been effe^led ? 
Since America and the paffage by the Cape has been^ 
known, fome nations that were of no confequence are 
become powerful ; others, that were the terror of Eu- 
rope, have loft their authority. In what manner has the 
condition of thefe feveval people been afTedled by tlicfe 
difeoveries ? How comes it to pafs, that thofe to whom 
Nature has been mod liberal, are not always tlic richeft 
and moll flourilhing ? To throw fome liglit on thefe 
important quellions, we mull take a view of the ftate of 
Europe before thefe difeoveries were made ; we muft 
trace circumftantlally the events they have given rife to ; 
and conclude with examining it as it prefenls itfelf at 
this day. 

Such is tlie aianniiig ta/k I have impofed upon myfclf, 
and to which I have devoted my whole life. I have 
called in to my affiilance men of information from all 
nations. I have interrogated the living and the dead : 
the living, ^^hofe feutiments have been conveyed to me 
from all quarters ; the dead, who have tranfmitted their 
opinions and their knowledge to us, in whatever language 
iliey may have wTitten. I have w'eighed their authori- 
ties, oppofed their teftimonies to^each other, and by thefe 
means have brought fads to light, H-ad any one. point- 
ed out to me a man living under the equator, or und«r 
the pole, who might have been able to give me inform^-^ 
tion 'on any important matter, I would have vifited 
cither of thofe diftant regions, that I might have called 
upon him to open his mind to me. The^ auguft image ^ 
of truth hath ever been prefcnt to my mind. O holy 
truth ! thou haft been the foie objedl of my veneration ! 

If, in after ages, this work ftiould ftill be read, it is my 
wifti that, while my readers perceive how much I am 

4 
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paflions and prejudice, they fhould be ig- 
Tiori^^f the kingdom which gave me birth, of the 
government under w’hich 1 lived, of the. profefiibn I fol- 
in my country, and of the religious faith I pro- 
: it is my wifh that they fhould only confidcr me 
fellow-citizen and their friend. The firft*duty 
tffi^S' incumbent upon us, the lirft care we ought to at- 
ttffed to, when we treat of things important to the hap- 
pinefs of mankind, is to expel from opr minds every idea 
of hope or fear. Raifed above all human confiderations, 
it is then we foar above the atmofphere, and behold 
the globe beneath us. From thence it is, that we let 
fall our tears upon pcrfecuted genius, upon talents nc- 
gleifled, and upon virtue in diftrefs. From thence it is, 
that we pour forth imprecations on thofe who deceive 
mankind, and thofe who opprefs them, and devote them 
to ignominy. From thence it is, that we fee the proud 
head of the tyrant humbled and covered with dull ; 
while the modefl front of thejull man reaches to the 
vault of the Ikies. From thence it ivS, that I have been 
enabled to cry out, I am free, aild feel inyfelf upon a 
level with the fubjc(Sl I treat. It is from thence, in a 
vvoref, that, viewing thofe beautiful regions in which the 
arts and fciences flounlh, and which have been for fo 
long a time obfeured by ignorance and barbarifm, I have 
fald to myfelf, who is it that hath digged thefe canals ? 
Who is it that hath dried up thefe plains? Who is it 
that’ hath founded thefe 'cities ? Who is it that hath col- 
lc6led, clothed, and civilized thefe people ? Then have I 
heard the voice of all the enlightened men among them, 
who have airfwcred, this is the efFeff of commerce. 

Accordingl}% thofe ^^ates that have been commercial, 
have civilized all the reft. The Phoenicians, whole 
Extent of country and influerrte were extremely limited, 
, acquired, by their genius for uaval enterprifes, an im- 
portance which ranked them foremoft in the hiftory 
of the ancient nations. They are mentioned by every 
hiftorian. They were known to the moft diftant climes, 
and their fame has been tranlmitted to fucceeding 
ages. " 

Situated on a barren coaft, feparated from tlie con- 
tinent by the Mediterranean on the one fide, and the 

A 2 
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mountains of Libanus on the other, they Teemed t aj ^ve 
been deftined by nature for the dominion of thc^ea. 
Fifhing tanght them the art of navigation, and furnifhed 
them wirh the purple dye, which they extraded 
the murex ; while the fea fand upon their fhorcs^^ 
them to difcover the fecrct of making glafs, HappJ^B* 
pofTefling fo few natural advantages, fincc the want "of 
thefe awakened that fpirit of invention and induftr}^, 
which is the parent of arts and opulence ! 

It muft be confefTed, that the fituation of the Phoe- 
nicians was admirably adapted to extend their commerce 
to every part of the world. By dwelling, as it were, on 
the confines of Africa, Afia, and Europe, if they could 
not unite the inhabitants of the globe in one common 
intereft, they at lead had it in their power, by a commer- 
cial intercourfe, to communicate to every nation the en- 
joyments of all climates. But the ancients, whom we 
have fo often excelled, though wc have derived much 
ufeful knowledge from them, had not means fufiicient 
to enable tliem to eftablifh an univerfal commerce. The 
Phoenicians had no fhipping, except galleys ; they only 
carried on a coafting trade, and their failing was confined 
to the Mediterranean. Although this date was the mo- 
del upon which other maritime powers were formed, it 
is not fo eafy to determine what it has, as what it might 
have performed. We may form a conjecture of the po- 
pulation of the Phoenicians by their colonies. It is 
(aid that their numbers extended along the coads of the 
Mediterranean, and particularly on the fhores of Af- 
rica. 

Tyre or Sidon, the queen of the ocean, gave birth to 
Carthage* While the opulence Tyre invited tyrants 
to rivet its fetters, Carthage, the offspring of Tyre, not- 
withdanding its rkhes, hadthis happy advantage over the* 
parent date, that it enjoyed its liberty. It commanded tho , 
coads of Africa, and had pofleflion of Spain, which in 
thofe days was the riched country in Europe, and 
famous for gold and filver mines of its own, though def- 
tined, at the cxpcnce of To much bloodfhed, to acquire 
others in the new world. 

Had the Roman power never never exided, Carthage 
woulgj :in all probability have been nothing more than a 
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commercial ftate j but the ambition of one nation excited 
all the reft to rclinquilh the arts of commerce for thofe 
of war, and either to. conquer or to perilh. Carthage 
fell in the conteft, becaufe riches produce an oppofite efFedl 
to poverty, fince they extinguifh- courage and bring on a 
diflilce to military exertions. The fubA^erfion of a re- 
public which gloried in its induftry, and owed its power 
to its Ikill ^ ufcful arts, was perhaps a misfortune to 
Europe, and to the world in general. 

Greece, interfered everywhere by feas, muft ncccfla- 
rily flourifti by commerce. Its pofition in the Archi- 
pelago, and its diftance from any large continent, feem- 
ed to make it unlikely that it fhould either conquer or 
be conquered. Situated between Afia and Europe, it 
contributed to civilize both the one and the other, and 
enjoyed a deferved (hare of profperity, as the reward of 
its labours and ferviccs. Almoft all the Greeks came 
cither from Egypt or Phoenicia, and brought along with 
them the knowledge and induftry of thofe countries y 
but of all the Aliatic colonies, thofe were the moft 
flounfhing and happy that had a turn for commerce. 

Atlicns employed her firft Ihips either in carrying on 
a trade with Ana, or in planting as many colonies as 
Greece in her infancy might have received from thence : 
but thefe emigrations involved them in wars. The Per- 
fians, living under an arbitrary government would not even 
fuffer, any free people to fettle on the confines of the 
fea,; and the fatraps inculcated into the great king the 
dodfrine of univerfal flavcvy. This was was the fourcc 
of all the wars in Afia Minor, where the Athenians 
found means to make all the infular and maritime ftates 
cither their allies or their fubjeifts. Athens enlarged her 
commerce by her vidforics, and her power by -her com- 
merce. All the arts made their appearance in Greece at 
' the fame time, together with the luxury of Afia. , 

Comiperce, agriculture, and the means of population , 
were introduced into Sicily by the Greeks and the Car- 
thaginians. 'Rome, who beheld their progfefs with a 
jealous eye, feized upon that ifland which was deftined 
to fupply it with fubfillence ; and, having driven out the 
two nations that contended for the fovereignty of it, attack- 
ed firft one, and then the other. From the moment that 

A 3 
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Carthage was deftfoycd, Greece neceflariJy trembled for 
her fate. Bat it was Alexander who marked the way 
for the Romans ; nor was it pofSble, perhaps that the 
Greeks could have been fubdued by a foreign power, if 
they had not firft con<}iiered each other. Commerce is 
finally deftroyed by the riches it accumulates, as power is 
by its own conquefts ; and when the commerce of the 
Greeks had failed in the Mediterranean, it po longer 
fubfirted in any part of the known world. 

The Greeks, by improving upon all the fcicncea and 
arts they had received from the Egyptians and Tyrians, 
elevated human reafon to a high degree of perfection : 
but it has been reduced fo low by the fubfequent revo* 
lotions of empires, that in all probability it will never rife 
again to the fame ftandard. Their admirable inftitutions 
were fuperior to the belt we have at this day. The plan 
upon which they founded their colonies does honour to 
their humanity. As all the arts owed to them their rife 
and perfection, they did not fuevive the fate of their pro- 
tectors. It is evident, from feme works of Xenophon, 
that the Greeks were better acquainted with the prin- 
ciples of trade than moH modern nations are at prc. 
feiit. 

If we confider that the Europeans have the advantage 
of all the knowledge of the Greeks ; that their com- 
merce is infinitely mote extcnlive ; that (Ince the im- 
provements in navigation their ideas arc directed to 
greater and more various objeCls ; it is aflonifhing that 
they ffiould not have the moft palpable fuperiority oV^er 
them. But it muft be obferved, that when thefe people 
arrived at the knowledge of the arU and of trade, they 
were juft produced, as it were, from the hands of Nature, 
and had all the powers neceflary to improve the talenta. 
file had given them ; whereas the European nations w’er^ 
fubjeCl to laws and inftitutions of an extravagant nature. 
In Greece the arts of trade met with men ; in Europe, 
with ftaves.' Whenever the abfurdities of our inftitutions 
have been pointed out, we have taken pains to correCt 
them, without ever daring totally to overthrow the edi- 
fice. We have remedied fome abufes, by introducing 
others 5 and, in our efforts to fupport, reform, and pal- 
hate, we have adopted more contradiClious and abfurdi-. 
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ties in our manners, than are to be found among the 
mdft barbarous people. 

The Romans, formed for conqueft, though they 
dazzled the world with an appearance of grandeur, fell 
fhort of the Greeks in their improvements in philofophy 
and the arts, in their encouragement of indudry, and 
their advancement of rational knowledge. They pro- 
moted an mtercourfe between different nations, not by 
uniting them by the ties of commerce, but by impofing 
upon them the fame yoke of fubordination. They ra- 
vaged th^ globe, which, when reduced to fubjeOlion, 
they left in a date rather of lethargy than tranquillity. 
Their defpotifm and military government opprefled tne 
people, extingui/hed the powers of genius, and degraded 
the human race. 

Conftantine paffcd two laws, which, though Montef- 
quleu haS' not ventured to reckon them among the caufes 
of the decline of the empire, threW every thing into dill 
greater diforder. The drd, di^^ated by imprudence and 
fanaticifiti, though it appeared to be the edecd of hu- 
manity, affords a proof that great innovations are often 
attended with much danger ; and that the original rights 
of mankind cannot always be made the dandard of go- 
vernment. By this law, all Haves who fhould embrace 
chridianity were allowed their freedom. Thus, while 
thofe who had hitherto dragged on a precarious exidence 
were reindated in their primitive rights, the date waS 
weakened; bccaufc the proprietors of large tradls of 
land were deprived of the number of hands neceffary 
for their improvement, and were for fome time reduced 
to the mod extreme indigence. On the other hand, the 
new converts, having no prokperty ihemfelves, or any cer- 
tain means of fubfidence, were not able to exert them- 
^ felves in favour of the date, fo as to repair the injury 
which the government had done to their maders. It is 
equally impofiible that they fhould have hatl any attach- 
ment to a date which did not afford them fubfiflence, or 
to a religion which the irrcfidible defire of liberty alone 
had induced them to embrace. By another edi<^, pagan- 
ifm was prohibited throughout the whole empire ; and 
thefc extenfive dominions were thus inhabited by men, 
whofe attachment to each other, and to the date, was 

A 4 
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BO loivg,er fecured by the folemn ties of religion, nor by 
the oaths of allegiance. Having no priefts, no temples, 
no public morals, they had no motives to excite them to 
repel an enemy who fliould attack a government with 
which they were no longer connc6ied. . 

Accordingly, the inhabitants of the north, when they 
rufhed upon the empjre, found every thing ready to fa* 
vour their iflvafion. Harafled in Poland and in Ger- 
many by fome nations which had migrated from Great 
Tariary, they took temporary poIfelTion of certain 
provinces already ruined, till they were expelled by 
Succeeding conquerors of a ftill more ferocious difpofi- 
tion than themfeives. They were a fucceflion of waves, 
preffing upon, and driving away, each other. When 
thefe barbarians determined to fettle in the regions they 
had laid wafle, they divided countries which the Romans 
had formerly united. From that moment all communi- 
cation between thofe Hates, edablifhed by accident, ne* 
ccllity, or caprice, was at an end. The fwarms of 
piraUs that infefted the feas, together with the fierce 
difpofition of the mbabitants on the frontiers, difeourag- 
cd every connc^lioa that mutual convenience might have 
rendered neceffary. The fubjefts of every kingdom that 
Lad »ny kind of extent, were feparated from each other 
by infurmoun table obllacles} for the banditti, who in- 
feHed the roads, coinverced a journey of any length into 
a dangeroui^, expedition. The nations of. Europe, thus 
plunged a fecond time, by flavery and defpair, into that 
llate of infcnfibility and indolence, which muft for many 
ages have been the, primary Hate of the human race, 
derived little advantage from the fertility of their foil 5 
and their induHry was exhauHed in the employments of a 
lavage life. Tra<5ls of country, at no great diHance, , 
were to them of as little importance as if they had not 
cxiHed j nor had they any further knowledge of their*’ 
neighbours than as they happened to excite , their fears 
or their enmity. 

The accounts given by fome writers of the w’ealth and 
fplendour of tlie feventh century, are as fabulous as all 
the other miraculous things, wc read of in the hiHory of 
thofe times. The clothing then in ufe was of Ikino and 
coa^fe wQolJcn 1 the conveniences of life were not known. 
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Bold and (olid edifices were indeed ere£lcd, which prove"' 
to what a degree of perfe£\ion an art may be carried, 
■wdien it is the effect of the fucceflive and continual efforts 
of the nation that invented it. But an architcdfure 
fprung lip in the forefta of the Druids, from an imitation 
of the trees, which, fliooting up into the air, form very, 
acute angled arches, and the branches of which bend 
down, aird Sre interwoven with each other, was not cal- 
culated to 'convey an idea cither of the affluence or taflc 
of the age. Neither much money, nor much knowledge 
of the arts, is required to pile up heaps of done by the 
hands of flaves* One incontcftible proof of the indi- 
gence of the people was, that taxes were levied in kind ^ 
and that even the contributions, which the inferior clergy 
paid to their fuperiors, confilled of provifions.. 

The fuperftition that prevailed increafed the general 
darknefs. With fophifms and fubt.lety, it laid the found- 
ations of a falfe fcience, with which it filled the minds 
of men, to the detriment of real knowledge. In the 
eighth, and the beginning of the ninth century, Rome, 
no longer the capital of the mafters of the univerfe, at- 
tempted to exeicife her authority as before, iu'^ depofing 
or making kings. Deprived of inhabitants and foldiers, 
by dint of opinions and religious tenets alone, fhe afpired 
to univerfal monarchy. By her management princes 
were excited to take up arms' againft each other, people 
againft their kings, and kings againft their people. All 
merit confilled in making war, and all virtue in obeying 
the church. The dignity of lAonarchs was degraded by 
the claims of Rome, which infpired a contempt for 
princes, without exciting the love of liberty. Literature 
Was then comprifed in a fe\v abfurd romances, and fome 
• melancholy tales, the offspring bf cloiftercd indolence. 

• This contributed to entertain that dejedlion of fpirit, and 
that propenfity to tlie marvellous, fo favourable to the. 
iiiteretts of fuperftition.. 

The face of the globe was again changed by two 
other nations. A people pouring in froni Scandinavia, 
and the Gimbrian Cherfonefus, fpreJd themfdves to the 
north of Europe, which on the louthem fide was haraff- 
ed by the Arabs. The former were difciples of Wodin, 
the ktter of Mohammed j men who had equally, diffufed- 

A r 
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the fanaticifm of conqueft with that of religion. , Charle. 
m^gne fiibdued one of thefe nations, and maintained his 
ground agaiull the other. Thefe inhabitants of the north, 
called Saxons or Normans, were indigent, iU armed, and 
undifclplined, of favage manners, and driven to combat 
and to death by mifery and fuperdition. Charlemagne 
was delirons of compelling them to change fhat religion 
which rendered them fo terrible, for another which vvould 
difpofc them to obedience. He was obliged to wade 
through feas of blood, and the crofs was ercaed on heaps 
of flain. He was lefs fucctfsful againft the Arabs, con- 
querors of Alia, Africa, and Spain ; and could not gain 
a footing beyond the Pyrenean mountains. 

The neceffity of repulfing the Arabs, but efpecially 
the Normans,' occafioned the revival of naval enterprifes 
in Europe. Charlemagne in France, Alfred the Great 
in England, and fome cities of Italy, built (hips ; and 
thefe hrll: attempts towards navigation, revived for a 
fhort time maritime commerce. Charlemagne eitabliilied 
great fairs, the principal of which was at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. This is the method of trading among people 
where commerce is ilill in its infancy. 

The Arabs,’ in the mean time, laid the foundations of 
the moll extenfive commerce that had been known fince 
the times of Athens and Carthage. It is true, this was 
not fo much owing to the lights of cultivated reafon, 
and to the progrefs of a good adminiftration, as to the 
extent of their power, and the nature of the country 
they poffefled. Mafters^ df Spain, of Africa*, of Afia 
Minorj of Perfia, and part of India, they introduced 
reciprocal exchanges, from one region to another, of the 
commodities in different parts of their vaft empire. They 
extended themfelves gradually as far as the Moluccas and • 
to China, fometiraes as traders, fometimes as miflionarics, , 
frequently as conquerors. 

Soon after this, the Venetians, Geacefe, and Arabs 
of Barcelona, went to Alexandria to buy up the mer- 
chandize of Africa and India, and difpofed of it in Eu- 
rope. The Arabs, * enriched by commerce* and fated 
with conqueft, were no longer the fanoe people who 
burnt the Alexandrian library. They cultivated the arts 
and polite literature j and were diftinguilhed from other 
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conquering nations, by their improvementa of tli'e rcafon 
and induftry of men. To them wc owe the fciences of 
algebra , and chemidry, new difcoverics in aftronomy, new 
improvements in mechanics and medicine, unknown t6 
the ancients. But, among the fine arts, poetry is th^ 
one they have cultivated with fuccefs. 

At tke fame period the fiibje<51s of the Greek empire 
imitated the manufadtures of Afia ; and had, through 
various channels, monopolized the riches of India. But 
the advantages they derived from both thefe circum- 
llances could not furvivc the fate of their empire, which 
had nothing to oppofe to the heroic and daring enthufi- 
afm of the Arabs, but the weak and unmanly weapons 
of fcholaftic logic, and the controvcrfial armour of monks ; , 
wlio had gained fijch an afeendant, that the emperor ufed 
to afk God pardon for the time he employed in affairs of 
ftate., Painting and fculpture were no longer known ; 
and it was matter of eternal dirpute, whether images 
ought, or ought not, to be wormlpped. The Greehs, 
fiirroundcd by the ocean, and In pofTefTion of feveral 
ifTands, had yet no maritime force ; they defended them- 
felves againll the naval power of Egypt, and of the 
Saracens, by wild-fire ; the vain and precarious defence 
of a degenerate people. Conflantinople, not being in a 
condition to protc6f her maritime trade at a diilance, 
refigned it to the Genoefe*, who feized upon Caffa, whicli 
they made a flourifhing city.. ‘ 

The nobility of Europe acquired a tiii(Sfiire of the 
manners of the Greeks and Arabs, in their ridiculous 
expeditions of the crufades. They grew acquainted, 
with their arts and their luxury, which afterwards be- 
came objedh of neccflity to them. The Venetians had 
a more extenfive demand for the goods they brought 
from the eafi: ; and the Arabs themfelves carried fome 
of them into France, England, and even into Ger- 
many. 

Thefe powers had at that penod neither /hipping nor 
manufadlures : they laid reftraints upon commerce, and 
the charadler of a merchant was in no degree of eftima- 
tion. This ufeful fet of men were never re fpedlcd among 
the Romans. They treated their merchants with as 
much contempt as their players, courtezans, bafiafda^ 

A-6 
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ilaves, and gladiators. The- political fyftem, eftablifhed 
throughout Europe by the power and ignorance of the 
northern nations, niuft neceflarily have confirmed a preju^ 
dice which owed its rife to a barbarous pride. Our an- 
ceftors had the abfurdity to adopt, as the bafis of their 
government, a principle dcftru<Slive of all fociety > a coiv 
tempt for ufefiil labour. The only pCrfons in any de- 
gree of ^ftimation, were the lards of manors, or fuch as- 
had diftingulflred thcmfelves in battle. The poblcs, it is- 
well known, were fo many petty fovereigns, who abufed 
their own power, and oppofed that of the monarch. 
The barons were fond of parade, avaricious, whimfical, 
and poor. Sometimes they invited the merchants into 
their little ftates, and at others extorted money from, 
them. In thefe barbarous times were eftablifhed the 
feveral duties of tolls, of export and import, of paffage, 
of miarters, of efeheat,. and other oppreflions without 
iiuinbcr. All the bridges and highways were opened, 
or (lopped up, at the v\:ll of the prince or liis vafTals. 
The firfi elements of commerce were fo totally unknown 
that it was cufiomary to fix the price,- of commodities. 

The merchants were- often pillaged, and always ill 
paid by the knights and. barons. Trade was carried on 
in caravans or companies, which went armed to the places 
where the fairs were kept,. At thefe marts, the mer- . 
chants omitted nothing that might engage the favour 
of the people. They were generally accompanied by 
jugglers, mufieiarvs, and btiffdona.^ As there were then 
no large towns, and that neither public fpedacUs and 
meetings, nor the fedentary pleafures of private fociety, 
were known, the fair time wais the feafon for diverfions, 
which, degenerating into dilTolatenefs, gave a faoilion to 
the inveiflives and feverities of the clergy. The traders 
were frequently excommunicated. The people heki . 
thofe ftrangers.in abhorrence who fupplied their, tyrants, 
with fuperfluities, and afTociated with men whofe man^- 
ners were £o repu^ant to their prejudices and rude 
aafierity of life. The Jws, who loon engaged in all 
the branches of commerce, did not bring it into much 
repute. They were then confidered in the fame light 
throughout all Europe, as they are at this day in Poland 
iiud.Tui^key. As their fortunes were incrcafing every 
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day, they were enabled to advance money to merchants 
and tradclinen ; for which they demanded intereft eotii- 
valent to the rifque they ran in vcfttrtg their capital in 
other hands. The fchoolmcn wer6 violent in oppofing 
this neceffary meafure, which their rude, prejudices haa 
taught them to condemn. This theological determination 
of a point of a civil and political naturci was attended with 
fingular confequences. The magiftrates, blinded by an 
authority, againfl even the unjuit exercife of which no 
one dared to appeal, denaunced feotcncc of confifeation^^ 
and ignominious" penalties, againft ufury ; which, in thofe 
dark ages, the laws did not diftinguiih from the moft 
moderate intereft. It,, waa at this juncture, that, to 
make themfelvcs amends for the dangers and mortifica- 
tions they were expofed to, in carrying on a commerce 
which was looked upon as odious and unlawful, the Jews 
abandoned thcmfelves to the ihoft exceflivc rapacity. 
They were obliged to add to tke price of money, which 
may be eflimated by the wants of the perfon who bor- 
rows, by the credit of him who lends, and by a number 
of other circumftances, the price of infamy, which is 
cither of little value, or for which there can be no com- 
penfation., They became objeif^s of.univcrfal detefiation. 
Perfecuted, pillaged, and proferibed, they invented bills 
of exchange, which fecured the remains of their for*- 
tunes. The clergy declared . the exchange ufurious ; 
but it was of too, great utility; abolilhed. One of 

the effej6ls .it produced,, was, ta make the merchants more 
independent of the prince, who treated them better, 
apprehending that they might ttanfport their riches into 
other countries. 

The Italians, who are better known by the name of 
Lombards, were the firft who took advantage of this early 
.change of ideas. They formed fmall communities, and 
procured the protedfion of fome ftates, who, on their ac- 
count, difpenied with the laws againft ftrangers, which 
had been made in the barbarous ages. By virtue of this 
indulgence, they became agents for all the fouthern parts 
of Europe. 

The inhabitants of the north began likewifc to awake 
from their lethargy ; but their recovery was later, and 
cfFedled with greater difficulty. Hamburgh and Lubec, 
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having attempted to open a trade in the Baltic, were 
obliged to unite for their mutual defence againft the pi- 
rates who infeflcd th^fe latitudes. The fuccefs of this 
little' combination encouraged other towns to enter into 
the confederacy ; in a fhort time, this w^s compofed of 
fourfeore cities^ which had either obtained or purchafcd 
the privilege of being governed by their own laws, and 
formed a line of communication from the Baltic to the 
Rhine. This affociation, which was the firft modern one 
that adopted a regular fyftem of commerce, fupplied the 
Lombards with naval florcs and other merchandize of the 
north, in exchange for the produce of Alia, Italy, .and 
other fouthern countries. 

Flanders was the feene of thefe fortunate tranfa(^^ions ; 
but it was not to its ficuation alone that it owed a diftinc- 
tion fo favourable to its interefts : this mud likewife be 
attributed to its nuraeroiis.manufadlnres of fine cloth, and 
particularly of tapellry ; which laft affords a proof how 
little the arts of drawing and perfpe£Iive were then known. 
By thefe advantageous circumftanccs, the Low Countries 
became the richefi, the moil populous, and tire beft cul- 
tivated part of Europe. 

The flourifhing condition of the inhabitants of Flan- 
ders, the Hanfe towns, and fome republics, who owed 
their profperity to their freedom, engaged the attention 
of moil of the reigning monarchs, in whofe ^dominions 
the right of citizens had hitherto been confined to the no- 
bility and clergy ; the reft of their fubjcdls were flaves. 
But as foon as the cities were declared free, and had large 
immunities granted them, the merchants and mechanics 
entered into affociations, which rofe in eftimation as they 
acqMircd riches. The fovercigns oppofed thefe affocia- 
tions to the barons. Thus anarchy and feudal tyranny 
gradually decreafed. The tradefmen became citizens,* 
and the third order of the ftate was reftored to the privi- 
lege of being admitted to the national affembly.. 

Montefquieu attributes to chriftianity the honour of 
having abolifhed flavery 5 but we venture to differ from 
him. When induftry and riches prevailed among the peo- 
ple, the princes began to hold them in fome eftimation ; 
when the fovereign could avail himfelf of the riches of the 
people^ to gain advantages over the barons, laws were. 
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framed to put the people in a better condition. It was 
through that found policy, which commerce always intro* 
duces, and not through the fpirit of the chriftian rdigion, 
that kings were induced to beftow freedom upon the 
flavea of their vaffals, becaufe thofe Haves, when made 
free, became fubjeds. Pope Alexander III, it is true, 
declared that chriftians were to be exempt from fervi- 
tude *, but this declaration was made merely to pleafe the 
kings of France and England, who were defirous of humi- 
bling their vaffals. Had he been infpired by the love of 
juftice and huAianity, he would not have faid that the 
chriftian alone, but that man in general, was not born for 
Havery. He would have faid, that the perfon, who is a 
voluntary flave^ is a coward ; that there are no lawful 
chains to bind an unwilling (lave j that he, who is not 
able to break thefe chains by force, is innocent in deliver* 
ing liimfelf from them by flight ; and that his pretended 
mafter is an affafiin, if he fhould punlfh with death an 
a(?lion to which nature gives a fandlion. But the chri- 
ftian religion of the church of Rome is fo far from prohi- 
biting flavery, that, in the catholic countries of Germany,, 
as in Bohemia and Poland, where the people are extreme^ 
ly bigotted to that communion, they are ftill flaves } and 
the ecclefiaftical jurifdi<ftion8 in thefe parts have ftill their- 
bondfmen, as they formerly had in France, without in- 
curring the cenfure of the church. 

In Italy, one might perceiv^tl^ dawn of more profper* 
ous days. The republics of Pifei Genoa, and Florence,, 
were cftabliflied on the wifeft principles : the fa^lions of 
the Guelphs ^nd Gibbelines, which had for fo many 
ages laid wafte thefe delightful countries, w'crc at length, 
appeafed : trade fiourifhed, and confcquently learning 
► would foon be introduced. Venice was in the height of 
.its glory •, its navy, which eclipfed that of its neighbours,, 
checked the progrefs of the maritime power of the Mam- 
melucs and the Turks j in commerce, it was fuperior ta 
all the European ftates tAkcn together ; its inhabitants 
were numerous, and its riches immenfe ; the revenues, 
were well managed, and the people were content ; the 
republic borrowed money of the richer fulyeds, from mo- 
tives, not of necefiity, but of policy. The Venetians 
were the firft people who found out the fccret of attach^ 
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ing rrch individuals to the Interefl; of government, by in^ 
viting them to veil fome part of their fortune in the pub- 
Kc funds. At Venice, there were manufaAures of fiik, 
gold, and filver ; it fupplied foreigners with ihips ; its 
works ill gold and filvcr were thebeft, and almofl the only 
ones of that time. The inhabitants were even accufed of 
extravagance in having gold and filvcr plate, and other 
utcnfils of the fame materials. They were not, however, 
without fumptuary laws ; but thefe laid no reftraint on a 
fpecies of luxury, by which the fums expended were pre* 
ferved to the Hate. The noblemen united economy with 
fplendour ; the opulence of Venice revi\’ed the architec- 
ture of Athens ; and, upon the whole, there w'as magnii* 
hccnce as well as elegance in their luxury : the peojile 
were ignorant, but the nobles were enlightened : the go- 
vernment oppofed the attempts of the popes with firm- 
nefs and prudence. !:>iamo Venexiam, poi Chrl/Iianl, faid 
one of their fenators, who expreifed in thefe w'ords the 
lenfe of the whole fenate ; for at that early period they 
debafed the priefthood, though they fhould rather have 
made it ufeful to morality ; which, however, was more 
rigid and pure among the Venetians than among the other 
people of Italy. Their troops were very different from 
thofe rniferable condottieri whofe name was fo much more 
terrible than their arms. Venice was the feat of politc- 
iiefs ; and fociety was then under lefs reflraint from Hate 
inquifitors, than it has"^,^ fmee the republic began to* 
be jealous of the power of its neighbours and diffident 
of its own ilrength. 

In the fifteenth century, Italy far furpaffed the other 
Hates of Europe. The moft extravagant and moft per- 
fecuting fpirit of fuperflition, which fupplied the place 
of every kind of merit, and oecafioned fo many fecret ^ 
artifices and cruel oppreffions, was, however, the means of* 
releafing Spain gradually from the Arabian yoke j its fe- 
veral provinces had lately been united by the man iage of 
Ferdinand and Ifabella, and the conquefl of Granada ; 
and its power was even equal to that of France. The 
fine wool of Caftile and Leon was prepared at Segovia, 
and the cloths manufadlured from it, were fold all over 
Europe, and even in Afia. The perpetual efforts the 
Spaniards were obliged to make to picicvvc their Uberty^, 
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infpired ihem with rcfolution and confidence 5 their fuc- 
cefs had elevated their minds \ and, being Unenlightened^ 
they abandoned themfclves to all the enthufiafni of chi- 
valry and religion. Confined to a peninfula, and having 
no immediate intcrcourfc with other nations, they.defpiU 
ed them ; and difplaycd that fort of proud difdain, which, 
cither among individuals or communities, is ufually the 
charadtcriltic of ignorance. They were the only people 
that maintained, landing body of infantry, which was 
excellent. Having been for many ages involveif in war, 
their foldiery was indifputably fuperior to that of the 
other ftates of Europe. 

The Port ague fe were nearly of the fame kind of turn ; 
but their monarchy was better regulated than that of Caf- 
tile, and the adminiftration was conduced with more eafe 
after the reduction of the Moors by the conqueft of Ah 
garva. 

In France, Lewis XI had juft lowered the power of 
the great vaffals, railed that of the magiftracy, and made 
the nobles fubfervient to the laws. Tjie people of France, 
growing lefs dependent on their lords, muft ncceffarily be- 
come, in a fhort time, move induftrious, more active, and 
more refpedlable 5 but induftry and commerce could not 
flourilh on a fudden. Rcafon muft of courfe make but a 
flow progrefs in the midft of thofe commotions which 
were ftill excited by the great, and under the icign of a 
.prince devoted to the moft abo^n^le fuperftitioii. The 
barons were diftinguilhed only favage pomp ; their 

revenues were fcarce fufficient to entertain in their fult a 
train of gentlemen without employment, who defended 
them againft the fovereign and the laws. The cxpences 
of their table were immoderate ; and this barbarous lux- 
ury, of which there arc itill too many remains, afforded 
no encouragement to any of the ufcful arts. But neither 
*the manneis nor the language of thofe times partook of 
that decency which dittinguifhes the fuperior ranks of ci- 
tizens, and procures, them refpeift from the reft. Not- 
withftaiiding the courtefy enjoined to the knights, coarfe 
and rou^h mannei's ftill prevailed among the great ; the 
nation had then the fame character of inconfiftcncc it has 
fince preferved, and which a nation will ever have, whofe 
inonds and cuftoms are not confprmabk to the laws. The 
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councils iflued innumerable, and frequently contradiftory 
edids ; but the prince readily, difpenfed with the ©bferv- 
ance of them. ' By this eafy difpofition of the fovereign, 
the inconveniencies which would have arifen from a multi- 
tude of laws inconfideratcly made by the French miniftry, 
have been happily prevented. 

England, lefs opulent, and lefs induftrious than France, 
was compofed of infolent barons, defpotic bi/hops, and a 
people who were tired of their yoke ; a certain reftlefs 
difpofition prevailed in the nation, which muft ncccfTarily, 
fooner or later, lead them on to liberty. This charader 
owed its rife to the abfurd tyranny of William the Con- 
queror, and the cruel difpofition of feveral of his fuccef- 
fors. The intolerable abufe of power had made the Eng- 
lifh extremely jealous of their fovercigns ; the very name 
of king carried with it the idea of terror j and thefe fen- 
timents, tranfmitted from father to fon, afterwards laid 
the foundation of that form of government they now have 
the happinefs to enjoy. The long contention between 
the houfes of York and Lancafttr, while it raifed ^ mar- 
tial fpirit and an impatience of flavery, involved the na- 
tion, at the fame time, in poverty and confufion. The 
Englifh wool was then manufa<5iured in Flanders, and was 
exported, as well as its kad and tin, in veflels belonging 
to the Hanfe towns. The principles of navigation, of 
internal policy, jurifprudence, luxury, and the fine arts, 
were entirely unknown in England ; at the fame time that 
it was overburdened wSn a multitude of rich convents 
and hofpitals* Thefe convents were tlie ufual refort of 
the dillreffed nobles, as the hofpitals were of the common 
people ; idlcnefs and barbarous manners were encouraged 
by thefe fupeiftitious infiitutions. 

Germany, which had long been agitated by quarrels . 
between the emperors and the popes, and by inteftine 
wars, had at this time begun to enjoy a ftate of tranquil- 
lity. Order had taken place of anarchy, and the inhabi- 
tants of this extenfivc country, who, though ft rangers to 
wealth and commerce, were verfed in the arts of war and 
agriculture, had nothing to fear from their neighbours, 
neither coiild they be formidable to thenn. The feudal 
fyHem, fo fatal to mankind in other countries, here af- 
iumed a milder afped ; the princes prefiding over this 
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large portion of the European continent, generally fpcak* 
ing, governed their refpe&ve ftates with a degree of mo» 
deration ; they feldom abufed their authority, and if the 
peaceable poffeflion of their inheritance could corapenfatc 
the want of liberty, the Germans were happy ; commerce 
and induftry were entirely confined to the free cities, and 
to the town§ included in the Hanfeatic league ; the mines 
of Hanover and Saxony were not yet difeovered ; money 
was fcarce ; the farmer fold a few horfes to ftrangers, nor 
had the princes yet introduced the traffic of the human 
fpecies ; the expences of tbc table, and a variety of equi- 
pages, vrtre the only articles of luxurv ; the nobles and 
the clergy intoxicated thcmfelves, without didurbing the 
government ; it was with fome difficulty that the gentry 
were difluaded from amufing themfelves with robbing on 
the highways ; their manners were favage, and, during 
the two fuegeeding centuries, the German troops were 
more -diftiflguifhed by their cruelties than by their difeip- 
linc and bravery. 

The northern countries had made lefs progrefs than 
Germany. Oppreffed by the nobles and prkfts, the in- 
habitants no longer retained thatenthufiadic love of glory 
with which the religion of Wodin had formerly infpired 
them ; nor were they yet acquainted with thofc wife in- 
flitutions which fomc of them have fincc borrowed from 
better forms of governnaent. Their power was fo incon- 
llderable, that a fingle Hanfc town was capable of inti, 
midating the three potentates of the north. They reco- 
vered their national importance after the reformation, and 
under the aufpices of Frederick and Girftavus Vafa. 

The Turks were ftrangers to the fcicnce of govern- 
ment : they had no knovdedge of the arts, nor tafte for 
» commerce ; but the Janiffaries were the beft troops in 
the world ; and there wanted but one fingle verfc to be 
added to the Koran, to make thofe people, over whom 
religion has hitherto had fo much influence, become the 
matters of the world. If Mohammed, after having faid, 
“ thou ftialt return to the enemy the month of calamity 
for the month of calamity,’^ had added, “ and thou 
/halt defpife the vain knowledge of the ftranger *, the 
art of war is the only one thou fhalt learn from him 
the freedom of Europe would then have been at an end. 
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Whoever (hall teach the pcrfedlion of the military art to 
Turks, will be the common enemy of all nations* 
The Janiffaries, thofe attendants of a defpot whom they 
keep in awe, or to whom they enfure refpedl ; whom 
they fix upon the throne, or ftrangle at pleafure ; had at 
that time fome great men for their leadera. They fub« 
verted the empire of the Greeks, who were infatuated 
with theology, and ftupified by fuperftition. Some of 
the inhabitants of this mild climate, who cultivated lite- 
rature and the arts, abandoned their fubjugated country, 
and took refuge in Italy ; whither they were followed by 
manufadtureri and traders. Competency, peace, profpe* 
rity, the ambition of excelling in every accomplifhmcnt, 
and the dcfirc of new plcafures, which is infpired by good 
governments, favoured the revival of letters in the coun- 
try of the ancient Romans ; and the Greeks brought to 
the Italians a better knowledge of good models, and a 
tafte for antiquity. The art of printing was invented ^ 
and though for a long time the difeovery was of little iife^ 
while the people continued in a ftate of poverty and In- 
dolence, yet, when commerce and the arts had made 
fome progrefs, it diffufed the knowledge of books^ A 
love of lludy prevailed, and the ancients were univerfally 
admired but they had no rivals except in Italy, 

Rome, which in every age has aliRoft always afTumed 
a charadler the beft adapted to the prefent moment, feem- 
ed difpofed no longer t,o ,er]courage that ignoi*ance which, 
had fo long and fo mat^lAiIy been fubfervient to her in- 
terefts. She protedled polite literature, and fuch of the 
arts as depended more on imagination than reafon. The 
moft ignorant priell is well aware^ that reprefentatlons of 
a terrible divinity, mortification, felf- denial, aufterity, 
melancholy, and terror, are fo many expedients to gam 
an afeendant over the minds of men, by engaging them 
deeply in religious matters. But there are times when 
thefe expedients have but little effedl. Men who have 
grown rich in peaceful ftates, arc fond of enjoying them- 
Iclves ; they diflike the dull road of life, and arc eager in 
their purfuit of plcafures : When fairs began to be efta- 
blifticd, with entertainments of fports, dancing, and other 
recreations, the clergy, who obferved that the love of 
feftivity made the people lefs religious, prohibited thefe 
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fports, and excommunicated thofe who bore a part in 
them. But finding that no regard was paid to their cen- 
fiires, thcf changed their plan, and determined to take 
ihefe amufements into their own hands. Such was the 
origin of facred comedy. The death of St. Catharine, 
aded by the monks of St. Denys, rivalled the fuccefs of 
the players. Mufic was introduced into the churches ; 
and even farces were exhibited there. The feftivals called 
la Fete des Foux et de VAm^ et des Innocens, proved as en-. 
tertaining to the people, as the farces that were a6led in 
the public places. It often happened that, attracted by 
the mere love of amufement, they left the dances of the 
gypfies, to join in the procefllon for the feftival of St. 
John. As the Italians improved in politenefs, their plea- 
furea became more refined ; and the decency that was in-, 
troduced into their common feafts and public entertain* 
meiits, afforded lefs pretence for the cenfures of the 
priefts, and procured them a toleration. The merit of 
being able to read had been long confined to this clafs of 
men ; but when it became a more general accomplifli- 
ment, they could no longer avail thernfclves of this di- 
fl:in<$rion ; and finding that learning was the rpad to fame, 
they were ambitious of filming in literary purfuits. The 
popes, who enjoyed an opulent and peaceful fovereignty 
in the voluptuous region of Italy, laid afidc their autteri- 
ty. Their court became an agreeable one. The cultiva- 
tkm of literature was confidered as a new expedient to 
eftablifii their authority over the minds of men, Genius 
Was cherifiied, and marks of honour were conferred upoti 
great artifts. Raphael died but a fiiort time before he 
was to have been created a cardinal ; and Petrarch had 
the, honours of a triumph. As little conformable as this 
good t^fte, and thefe new amufements, may appear to 
* the fpirit of the gofpel, they were evidently calculated to 
•promote the intcreft of the papal throne. The fine arts 
and learning ferve to ornament this ecclefiaftical ftru<flure ; 
but philofophy demolifiies it. Thus, while the church of 
Rome favoured polite literature and the fine arts, it dif* 
countenanced the more accurate fciences. Poets were 
crowned with laurels ; but philofophers were perfecuted. 
Galileo from his prifon might have beholden Taffo car- 
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ricd in triumph to the capitol, if thofe men of great 
genius had been cotemporarics. 

It was now time that philofophy and learning /hould 
lend their fupport to morality and reafon. The church 
©f Rome had taken all imaginable pains to fubvert thofe 
principles of juftice which nature had implanted in all 
mankind. „ The fingle maxim, that the pope had a ri^ht 
to the fovereignty of all empires, Tapped the foundation 
of all fociety and public virtue : this maxim, however, 
had for a long time prevailed, together with that horrid 
do^lrine, which not only permitted, hut enjoined hatred 
and perfecution towards all whofe religious opinions were 
not agreeable to thofe of the Romifh church. Indulgen. 
ces, a fpecies of expiation which might be purqhafed for 
all crimes, or if any thing can be Hill more monHroiis, 
for crimes to be committed in future ; difpenfations for 
breaking faith- with the enemies of the pontiff, though 
they were of the fame religion ; that article of belief 
which teaches, that the merit of the juH may be trans- 
ferred to the wicked ; vices of all kinds exemplified in 
the lives of the popes, and other religious perfons, who 
ought to have fet examples to the people ; above all, that 
greatell reproach to humanity, the inquifition : all thefe 
horrid enormities made Europe appear to be rather the 
haunt of tygers and ferpents, th^n a vail country inha- 
bited or cultivated by men. 

Such was the Hate of Europe, when the Portuguefe 
monarch, at the head of an a6live, generous, and intel- 
ligent people, furrounded by neighbours who Hill preyed 
upon each other, formed a plan of extending his domi- 
nions by fea and land. 

Firjl ^voyages of It v/as an opinion generally prevailing, 
the Portuguefe that it was impoflible to fail acrofs the 
into thofe fea^ Atlantic ocean ; and that the weHcrn 

<where it ^as coaHs of Africa, fcorched by the tor- 

fttppofed the ifl- rid zone, were uninhabitable. This 
and of Atalantis prejudice might have* been removed, by 
formerly was» confulting fome writings of antiquity, 
which had been faved from the deftruc- 
tive hand of time, and th? devailations of ignorance : but 
men at that period were not fufficiently coiiverfant with 
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thefe learned works, to difcover truths in them which are* 
not very diftindly fpoken of. Our information upon 
thefe important objcdls, was to proceed from the Moors . 
and the Arabs, who had already communicated fo much 
knowledge to Europe. Thefe people, failing acrofs a fea 
that was deemed impra£licable, drew immenfe riches from 
a country fuppofed to be on fire. Some expeditions, un- 
. dertaken to Barbary, brought the fourcc of their good 
fortune to light ; and it was refolved to go in fcarch of it. 
This projed was formed by adventurers of all nations ; 
but Henry, fon of John I, king of Portugal, was the 
only who adopted wile mcafures in the purfuit of it. 

This prince availed hirafelf of the little knowledge 
which was preferyed among the Arabs. At Sagres, a 
city of Algarva, an obfervatory was ellablilhed by his 
orders, where the young noblemen compofing his court 
were indruded. He, had a confiderable fharc in the in- 
vention of the aftrolabe, and was tlie firft who was fen- 
fible of the advantages that might be drawn from the 
compafs, which, though already known in Europe, had 
never been applied to the purpofes of navigation. 

The pilots who lludied under his diredion, in the year 
1419 difeovered Madeira, which fome learned men have 
considered as the poor remains of the ifland anciently call- 
ed Atalantis. But it is a quefiiou, wliether there ever 
was fuch an illand ; and if fo, what was its fituation and 
extent ? Thefe are points upon which we may form onr 
opinion, according to the degree of confidence we place 
in Diodorus Siculus and Plato, and according to the man- 
ner in which we interpret what they fay upon the fubjed. 
“ After having gone over the iflands in the nelghbour- 
‘‘ hood of the pillars of Hercules,” fays the firlf of thefe 
writers, we proceed to fpeak of thofe which are fur- 
• “ ther advanced in the ocean, going towards the welt. 
In the fea bordering upon Lybia, there is one very 
famous ijQand, at the diltance of feveral days fail from 
“ the continent.” 

Diodorus then enlarges upon the population, manners, 
laws, fertility, and remarkable things, of this ifland ; after 
which, he continues thus : 

In the moll remote times of antiquity, this ifland 
was difeovered by the Phoenicians. They paffed the 
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** pillars of Hercules, and failed into the ocean. Near 
** thcfe pillars they fotmdcd Gadcira, or Cadix. They 
** had failed through the feas beyond the pillars, and 
along the coaft of jLybia, when they vrerc overtaken 
<< by a violent ftorm, which threw them out at fca into 
the main ocean. After having experienced feveral dayj 
of bad weather, they arrived at the afore-mentioned 
** illand. They publilhed an account of tWs voyage, and 
formed the projeA of a fettlement in this new country ; 
but the Carthaginians oppofed it, apprehending that 
“ it would depopulate their country/^ 

XjCt US now confider what is become of this ifland, 
which 18 no longer to be found. We may, perhaps, learn 
this from Plato. 

In his dialogue intitled Timaeus Critias addrefles him- 
felf to Socrates in the following terms : “ Solon was the 
“ intimate friend of Dropidas, our anceftor. Dropidas 
regretted much, that public affairs had diverted Solon 
from the turn he had for. poetry, and had prevented 
‘‘ him from linifhing his poem upon the Atalantis. He 
•• had brought the lubjeft of it with him from his voyage 
into Egypt. Solon ufed to fay, that the inhabitants 
of Sais, a city fituated at the point of the Delta, 
at the place where the Nile divides itfelf into two 
“ branches, thought themfelves to be fprung from the 
Athenians, whofe lance, fword, buckler, and other 
“ arms, they had preferved among them. To this opi- 
“ nion prevailed in the ifland, he attributes the honours 
« he received from the inhabitants : there it was, that this 
** Icgiflator, poet, and philofopher, convciTing with the 
** priefts, and entertaining them with accounts of Pro- 
metheus, the firfl: of mankind, of Niobe, of the de- 
luge of Deucalion, and other fimilar traditions, one of 
** the priefts exclaimed, ‘ O Solon, Solon ! you Greeks 
“ are uill in a ftate of infancy ; there is not a Tingle old 
** man amongft you. You miftake emblematical fables for 
‘‘ fad^s. You have no knowledge but of one deluge ; 
which, however, has been preceded by many others. 
It is a long time Tince Athens hath cxifted. It is a 
a long time that it hath been civilized. It is a long 
<< time that its ikamc hath been famous in Egypt, on ac- 
** count of exploits of which you arc ignorant ; and the 
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,y:v^iftp,iy o£ whicl^fw co^figncd ip archives. There 
is, th«l yoti mayittfonn .yputfclf of the antiquities 
ofrfmrqkfkp,-' ^ * 

/Phe after having < 3 C| 3 fiaincd^ in a vety fenfible 
a^.heautiM maancft^ die ^ufta of the ignorance of the 
Gre^a» ) proceed® in the ' 

‘‘ There ft is, that you will warn hdw glorioufly the 
Atheniana,.in , aifeftnt ?jtimes, (Shdued a formidable 
<* power that had difjBetftd itfelf in Europe and Afia, by 
a fudden ftruption of warriors if^hig from the midfl of 
the Atlantic ocean. A confideraflc extent of land, 
Situated oppqfitc the mouth of the ftrait called the 
^ JPillars of Hercules, was furrounded by this fea. It 
was a region more extenfivc than AdaandLybia taken 
** together. Between this country and the ilrait, there 
‘‘ was a number of other fimaller iHands. 

The country of which I have been^ fpeaking to you, 
** or the {{land Atalantis, was governed by confede- 
“ rate fove, reigns. In a« expedition of theirs, they feiz- 
“ ed upon Lybia, as far a? Egypt, 09 one fide ; and on 
^^-xthe other, upon all the countries far as Tyrrhenia, 
“ We were all flaves ; and your anceftors were the per- 
** forts who recovered our liberty. They kd their fleets 
againll the inhabitants ofthis iflandy and defeated them. 
But a greater misfprtuBe than thi# ftill awaited them, 
A Ihprt time after, their whole ifland was funk ; and 
‘‘ this terfkory, more extcnfive thaU Europe and Afia 
“ tgiken together,^ difappeared in an-infiant.’^ 

What a fund for rcfledlion doth not this quotation af- 
ford us ? A heap of moving fands is the fpot upon which 
man rqpoP^ or exerts his-faeultles ; he rulhes, by his pro- 
jeds, into eternity ; while a concurrence of fatal caufes 
may unfajd itfelf in an inftant, and annihilate him," togc- 
• ther with the fuperb edifices hath ereded. 

, O^cxircumftance that contributes to ftrengthen the 
two preceding tefiimonies, is, that the fea which at this 
day bears the name of Atlantic, is not of any confider- 
abk depth t and that, at a great diftance from its fhores, 
we find the varcc, and other marine fubftances, which ifi. 
dMte the exiftence of an ancient continent, 

^FoL /. . B 
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Eflfcovery of Md' Btrr wkcther thfe countty w^rcrirerf 
7fe/>*<3r . — Prifent • 6i^ iiS^in^ry, flill theft? ts a tradition 
fate of the fand* Which has gained nihcF'eTedit, that, 
Rt the attiVal of the Portii^efe, the 
fftatid of STtidelra Was Covered v^rith fotefls'; that thefe 
were fet bh fife j that they continued Wriiing dtirihg the 
Whpk courfe of years ; and th|tV at the end of that 
pefiod, the foil Was found to be bf/aft extraordinary fer- 
tility. According to the calculation of the year 176S, 
the Portuguefc have firmed upon this territory, which is 
lire and twenty miles in length, and ten in breadth, a po- 
pulation of fix ty- three thoufftnd nine hundred and thir- 
teen fouls, of all ages, and of both fexcs ; which are « 
difiributed in forty-three parifhes, and feven fmall towns, 
h^fide the town of Funchal, btult with no great fhare of 
^ftc, upon the fouthern coaftr, in a fertile valley, and at 
-the foot of feme mountains, rthe gentle flooe of which is 
covertd with gardens and very agreeable vina$. The city 
is ttavetfed by feven or eight rivulets, more or lefs confi- 
dfcrable. Its road,' which is the only fpot where it is al- ' 
lowed to load and unload fhips, and, confequently, the 
. only one where the bnftotns are fettled^ is very fare dur- 
ing moft of the year. -When it happens, which is very 
ftlaom, that the winds "blow from between the fohth-eail: 
and the weft-north- weft, quarter, pafiing by the fopth, it 
is ne'ceflary to go out of this road ; but it is a fortunate 
'circumftance, that the bad weather may be forefeen four 
and twenty hours pfievions to its coming bn. 

The gaps in the ihoUntairis^ the blackilh colour bf the 
ftoncs, and the lava mixed v^th the foil; are all fo maay 
indications of anvanclent vblcano on this fpot. Accord- 
ingly, there is very little com gathered hete ; and the 
inhabitants arc obliged to draw from for^n jparts three- 
fourths of what they confiitne. . ^ . .. 

The vineyards are Y:he' only refoilrce of the inhabitants.* 
They occupy the declivity Of feveiW mountains, the fum- 
mits pf which are planted with chcfnqt trees. Rows of 
pomegranate, orange, lemon, myHte, ahd Ysrftd tofe tCcc?^ 
dfi up the intermediate (pace. The ^pCs itfuilly groW 
under bowers, and nped iii the (hade. Tlic tree! vrach 
produce them, are watered by numberkfs nviilets. Which, 
jfluing from the heights, do not Tofe themfelves irt the 
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plains, till after they have gone through an inSnitc num-* 
her of witttJings among the pkntatinns. Same of the 
pro^ri^ora have acquired or uiurped the right of turning 
th^ rttcama c<>nftantly to their advantage^ others have 
them only once, twice, or thrice in a wee^o^ Thofe 
even who want to plant a new vineyard under a burning 
climate, and in a dry foil, where waterii^ i& indifpenfa- 
bly ncceffary, cannot partake ‘of this privilege, without 
purchafing it at a very high price. ^ 

The produce of the vines is always divided into ten 
fhares ; one belongs to the king, another to the clergy, 
four parts to the proprietor, and as many to the cultiva- 
tor. 

The ifland brings forth feveral forts of wine. The bell 
and fcarceft fort is drawn from a plant brought origiualljr 
from Candia. It has a delicious kind of fweetnefs. is 
known by the name of Malmfey Madeira, and is folder 
one hundred piftoles [41 1. 138. 4d^at Ss. 4d. the piftole] 
the pipe. The Madeira, which is dry, does not coft more 
than ftac or feven hundred Uvres [from 25I. to 29I. and up- 
wards] ; and the principal vent for it is in England. The . 
wines of aiwinfenor quality, and the pipe of which does 
not exceed four of five hundred liyres [from i6l. to 2pl. 
and upwards], are deftined for the Eaft Indies, for cer- 
tain iuands, and For the continent of North America. 

The vintages commonly yield about thirty thoufand 
pipes. Thirteen or fourteen thoufand of the heft wines 
are difperfed in different parts of the globe : the. reft is 
confumed in the country, or changed into vinegar and 
brandy, for the confumption of the Brazils. 

The public revenue here is raifed by tithes generally 
laid upon all produ^ons ; by a tax of ,10 ctnt, upon 
every article of import,, apd i% per ceuU upon every ar- 
ticle of 6tpoft. Thefe objects, takt^n together, yield a 
^revenue of 2,yoo,coo livres [i 12,500!.] Such, howeirer, 
arc the vices of adminiftration, that fcarce any part of 
this coniidetable fum returns to the mother country. 

The colony is governed by a chief, whofe dominion 
eic^ods likeyme over Porto-Santo, in which there arc ho 
more fhan feVeu hundred inhabitants, andfome vineyards; 
aver the falyages, which are foil lefs profitable ; and over 
fome^tker finall iflands, which arc entirely, uninhabited, 
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exi5q)t in ^ijjiing feafons. For the defence of this import- 
ant (ettlement, the governor is allowed no more than one 
hundred regular troOps ; but he has thiTe thoufand hiih- 
tia at his difpofal, wna are aflembkd and exercifed for 
one month in every year. The whole of this corps, both 
officers and private men, ferve without pay ; nor are the 
pods lefa folicited for on that account. They entitle thofe 
who obtain, them to fom.e diftin£tions of rank, of which 
people are more eager in this Mand> than in any other 

part of, the world. 

Voyages of the Af'TER the difeovery of Madeira^ 
Fortuguffe to the Portuguefc directed their flag 
the continent of wards the weftem parts of Africa. 
jifrica* has generally been thought, that th^ 

were the firft Europeans who landedOn 
thefe barbarous coafts. rlt appears, however, that thfe 
Normans had been there more than a century before 
tliem 5 and that thefe navigators, whofe expeditions are 
but too little known, had formed fome trilling fettlements 
there, which had fubfifted till the year 1410. At this 
period, the calamities in which France was involved, 
withdrew the attention of thefe people from advantages 
obtained at fo great a diftance. 

The firft expeditions of the Portuguefe into Guinea 
were nothing more than piracies. Thefe bold and cruel 
navigators, clothed in fteel, and armed with thunder, 
fnatched from the hands of a people who were aftoniflied, 
divided, and daftardiy, the benefits that nature 6 r chance 
had beftowed upon them. Rapine, carried to fo mon- 
llrous an excefs, was at length put an end to ; and this 
was when the people came to underftand each other. 
Then it was that trade fpcceed €4 to plunder 5 and fome 
e^tchanges were made, which^ ho<vever, were fel4om con- 
duced with, entire freedom,' or fbunded bri ftriC juftice. ^ 
At length, the court of. Eifbon thought that its iiitcreft, 
as well as its glory, was concerried, in' fubjeCing thofe 
that were fuppolcd to be the mpH fertile parts oFtnis ex- 
tcnftve region to its own empire V execution of 

this prdjwi more bfffiiant, perhaps^ tliah it ivas Wife, 
met With feW pbftaclcs. In order to ^ive a degree of fta- 
iility. to thefe Ciwcjucfts, it was judged neceffary to\nuh 
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tiply* fortrcfies, to diffufe the religion of Europe through- 
out the country and to keep the natives in perpetual ig- 
norance.' , ... 

Ip tjie reign of John II, an intelligent prince, who 
firft declared Lifbon a free port, and under whofe aujpi- 
ces a new method w^as adopted of applying allronomy to 
ijavigation, the Portuguefe doubled the Cape, which is 
at the extremity of A&a. It was then called the Cape 
of St(^*m8l but the. prince, who forefaw that it Would 
open a p^flage to India, gave it the name of the Cape of 
Good Hope. ^ 

Emanuei^ purfued the plan marked j^rrinnil of the 
out by his predeceflbrs. On the i8th Portuguefe in the 
of July I497» he fent out a fleets con- Eq/i Indies i 
filing of four fhips, and gave the com- 
rriand of it to Vafeo de Gama* This admiril, w'ea- 

thered feveral ftorms ip his cruife along the eaftern co^fts 
of Afrii^a, and attempted feas before unknown, landed 
at length in Indoftan, aft^r a voyage of thirteen mdnths. 

of which Indoftan is one df A geografhncal 
ihe riclieft parts, is vaft; continent, defiription of 
lying, according to the obfervations of Afidt 
the RufTians, the trutli of wjiich has 
been juftly doubted, between the 43d And the 207 th de- 
gree of longitude. It extends, in a dircdlion from one 
pole to the other, from the •77th degree of northern, to 
the lOth degree of fbiitherp latitude. That part pf this 
l^rge continent which is (ituated in the temperate zone, 
between the 35th and 5Cth degree of latitude, appears 
to-be higher than the reft. It is bordered, both towards 
the norjth and fouth, by two vaft chains of mountains, 
which r^n , almoft from the weftern extremity 'of Afia 
Sdjnpr and coafts of the Black fea, to the ocean that 
walhes the epafts of China and Tartary towards th^ eaft. 
Thefe two chains pre united by other intermediate chains, 
in a diredlion from fouth to north : they branch out to- 
wards the Northern, the Indian, and Eaftcrn Oceans, and 
appear like fo may bulwarks' rpifed between the beds of 
the large fivers wnich roll through thefc iitimenfe regions. 

Such is the great bafts which nature has raifed to fup- 
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port the fabric of Afia. the inland parts of tin's 
vail country, the earth is nothing more than a moveable 
fand, yielding to the impulfe of the windsj there is not 
the leall appearance either of calcareous ftone or hfiarble ; 
no petrified fliells, dr other foflils, are to be found t the 
beds of minerals lie upon the furface. All thefe pheno- 
mena, joined to the obfervations made with the barome- 
ter, arc proofs of the great elevation of this central part 
of Afia, to which the moderns have given the i^me of 
the Little Bucharia. 

From thefe heights, which for^p a kind of girdle, fur* 
rounding this immenfe and unfruitful region, feveral larg^ 
llreams arife, that run in different channels. The frag^ 
ments of barren earth, which are perpetually carried 
down by thefe rivers towards the feveral extremities of 
Afia, form fo many barriers againft the fca, and promife 
a {lability and duration to this continent, fuperior to that 
of any other. Perhaps it will be its fate to fee the reft 
repeatedly buried uijder the waters, before it fuffers any 
encroachment itfclf." - 

The Cafpian fea alone has prefer^d its ftatidn within 
the limits of thisvaft trafl of land, whjeh has been emerg- 
ing from the deep through a feries of ages. It is evi- 
dently the refervoir of Abofe large rivers that fall into it. 
Some philofophera have imagined, but without any found- 
ation, that it communie^ed with the ocean and the 
Black fca, by fobterraneous paffages. Againft fucbcon^ 
jefiures it may be urged, that the evaporarion would be 
fufficient to carry on the water as faft as it was conveyed 
there by the rivers ; and that thefe fubterraneous paffages 
might eafily be obftruiSled by the mud and fand which the 
waters would carry along with them. It is for this rea- 
fon, alfo, that the Cafpian lea is fait, as all the lakes are 
which receive the waters of rivers without pouring them, 
out again. It appears certain, from the obferyationfi 
made with the barometer at Aftracan, that the furface of 
the Cafpian is below the level ©f.the two neighbouring 
fcas ; confcquently, it is equally probable that h fhould 
communicate with thofe feas by overftowings from their 
furface, as that it fhould furnifh them with water by means 
®f fubterraneous canals. 

The Frozen ocean, which extends along the northern 
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coafts of Siberia, renders them inacceflible, if we may be- 
lieve the accounts given by the Ruffians, They tell us, 
that it is in vain to expe£l to find a new pafiage by this 
fea from Europe to America ; and that the ice will al- 
■Ways prevent the doubling of the Cape of Schala^nfkoi, 
which feparates the old from the new world, though this 
pafTage has once been crofied. But the Ruffians are pro- 
bably not fincere enough, or not fufficiently informed, to 
deferve entire credit 5 and either tell us more or lefs thari 
the truti^i. 

The Indian ocean, which bears towards the fouth of 
Afia, is divided from the Great South fea by a chain of 
mountains, which begins at the ifland of Madagafcar, 
and extepding under water as far as Sumatra (as is evident 
from the flialTows and rocks which are fcattcred in thofe 
parts), unites again at Van Diemfeh’s Land and New 
Guinea. M, Buache, a geographer, who has examined 
the earth as a natural phllofopher, and has laid down a 
chart of the world according to this hypothefis, is of opi- 
nion, that the fea between this long chain of iflands and 
the foutkern coafts of Afta, fhould be divided into three 
great bafons 5 the limits of which feem to have been cir- 
cumferibed or drawn by the hand of natui*e. 

The firft, lying toward^ the weft, between Arabia and , 
Perfia^ is bounded to the fgp^h by that chain of iflands 
which extends from C^pe Comprin and the Maldiyia 
iflands to Madagafcar, This bafon, which runs into the 
land, IS inceflantiy enlai;ging the Gulf of Perfia and the 
Red fea. The fecond of thefe bafons forms the Gulf of 
Bengal. The third includes the Gfeat Archipelago, 
which contains the Sunda, the Moluccas, and the PhlKp- 
pine iflands. This joins Afla to the fouthern- continent, 
which ferves as a kind of fiipport to the Pacific ocean. 
Between this fea and the Great Archipelago, a kind of 
new bafon Is formed by a chain of mountains under wa- 
ter towards the eaft, which extends from the Ladrone to 
the Japan iflands. When we have pafled thefe celebrat- 
ed iflands, we come to a chain of Iflands, called^ the Ku- 
riles, wluch touch the fouthern point of the peninfula 
of Kamtfchatka, and fprm a fifth bafon, into which the 
river Amur empties itfelf ; but as its entrance is obftrudl- 
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ci by the bamboos, which grow there in great abun<i. 
ance^. it is.imagined that this fca Itas very little dcptlu^ 
Thefe geographical details, far from being foreign 
to our purpofe, are in a manner neceflary to .diredl and 
engage our attention to the riched and iineft contin^pt 
upon the globe. We will begin with indoJftan. . 

Natural hijlory Though by the general name of, the 
of Indojlan, . Eall Indies is conamonly undeirftoOd 
,, that immenfc tra£i of land \yhich 
beyond the Arabian fea and the Perfian empire, yet by 
Indoftan is properly meant a country lying between two 
celebrated rivers, the Indus and the Ganges, which, jfejl 
into the Indian ocean, at the diftance or four hnndrcd 
leagues from each other,, A ridge of high mountains 
runs acrofs this long tra£i fronr north to fouth, and, di- 
viding it into twp equal parts, extends as far as Cape Co-^ 
moriri, where it forms the boundary between the coalls 
of Malabar and Corpmaodeh ‘ 

It is a remarkable circumttance, and perhaps the only 
one of the kind, that this ridge feems to be a’ batTier, 
ercdlcd by nature, to feparate one feafon from another. 
The mere breadth of thefe mountains divides fummer 
from winter, that is to fay, the feafon of fine weather 
ftom tliat of rain t for it is well known there is no winter 
between the tropics ; ail that is meant by venter in India 
is that time of the year when the clouds, which the fun 
attradls from the fea, are . driven violently , by the winds 
againll tlie mountains, where they break and diffolve in 
rain, accompanied with frequent ftorme. From hence » 
torrents are formed, which rufti from the hills, fwell tlie 
rivers, and overflowThe vaUeyaj} dark vappurs, that ob‘»' 
feure the day, and fprend a thick and impenetrable gloom 
oyer the deluged country: but, as tne chaos which 
brooded over the principles of things before the creation, 
this cloudy feafon promotes* fertility* ; for at this time the 
plants and dowers, appear in jEiiU ftrength and beauty, and 
the fruits, in gcmetal, come to maturity* r, ' 

The fummer may naturally be expe^ed to preferve ita 
ufual temperature better than ,tho wint^fr, in a climatct fo 
immediately under the influence of the fun; the iky, 
without a cloud to intercept its rays, feems to be all on 
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fire ; but the fca-breczes which fprin^ ilp irithc day-time, 
and the land-breezes that blow during the uight, aher- 
nately alleviate the heat of the atmofphere j y^t the. 
calms, that now and then intervene, ftifle thefe refrclhing 
galea, and the inhabitants are reduced to futfer the iticon- 
vcniencies of excefhve drought. ^ 

The effect of the two different feafons is ftHl more 
remarkably felt in the two Indian oceans, where they arc 
diftinguilhed’by the name of the dry and rainy monfoons. 
While the fea that wafhea the coalls of Malabar is agitate 
ed by ftorms, which thd returning fun introduces with 
the fpring, the flighteft veffels fail fecurely along the coaft 
of Coromandel upon a fmooth furface, and require nefthcr 
/kill nor precaution in their pilots ; but in the autumn, 
which in its turn changes the face of the elements, the 
weftem coaft enjoys a perfect calm, while the eaftern In- 
dian ocean is tofred by tempefts ; each experiencing, as it 
were, the alternatives peace and war. An inhabitant 
of the ifland of Geylon, who contemplates the equatorial 
region at the two equinoxes, beholds the feas on the right 
hand and on the left alternately agitated with ftorrhs, or 
lulled into tranquillity ; as if the Author of Nature, in 
thefe two* inftants of equilibrium, turned' at once the 
fcalea of good and evil, which he holds- perpetually in his 
liand^. It is not improbable, that in India, where the 
two empires of good and evil arc divided only by a*partr- 
tioTi of mountains, the dodlrincof the two principles might 
take its rife ; a do 6 fnne which will never perhaps be en- 
tirely effaced from the mind of man, while he remains ig- 
norant of the profound views of the Almighty. Being 
who created the univerfe. Till a number of obfciire quel- 
tions can be refolved, refpe<5tingthe necefllty of creating 
the world at a certain period of time ; refpe^ffng the 
^fCemitjg imperfe^ions in this moft adniirable fyftem of 
things ; rcfpc 6 ling the fufferings of the good, and the 
profperity of the wicked ; refpeding the numbcrlefs ca- 
lamities of nature which fall indifcriminatcly upon the in- 
nocent as w^ell as on the guilty 5 man will ftill be inclined 
to worfhip Oronhafis or Arima, in proportion as he has 
‘experienced the effects of good or evil in this life ; fince 
pain and pleafure ftem to be as rqueh the origin of the 
different forms of worfhip, as they are of the ideas of 

Bj 
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«Ther€ i« fa infinite a conne£lion between na- 
tural and wral principles, tjxat_all fyilcrn^ qF importance 
to the happiaef* of the human fpeciea have taken their 
colour from the nature of the climate : accordingly, it is 
.obfervabk, that the Indians, whofe imaginations receive 
the deepeft impreflion of nature from the more forcible 
operation of ^ood and e^il# and the view they conftantly 
have of the <hreord of the elements, are placed in a litu- 
ation molf fertile in revolutions, events, and tranfa6lions 
of every kind. 


AnHqmty of In- Hence it is, that the celc^ted 
‘ countries of India have long engaged 

the attention of the philofopher and the 
hiftorian, whofe .conjedlures have affigoed to their eariiell^ 
inhabitants an era of the moft extraordinary antiquity* 
To fay the truth, whetlier we confult hiftorical records, 
^ confider the pofitioo of Indoftan upon the globe, con- 
ne^ed as it is by a chain of pionntains to the moil elevat- 
ed part of the coatineat, which is aUo .at the greatell 
diftance from the encroachments of the fta, we ihall rea- 
dily acknowledge, that the inhabitants of this country 
jane placed in a greater Hate of fecurity than in any other 
part of the globe, and that Indoftan has been that part 
of the earth that waslirft inhabited. We may trace the 
origin , of moft of the feiences in the hiftovy of that coun- 
try. Eyejp. before the age of Pythagoras, the Grecka 
travelled to India for iuftru<Stion ; the trade carried on by 
the Indians witli the oldeil commercial nations, in ex- 
change for their cloth, is a proof of their great progrefs 
in the arts of induitry. 

ypon the whole, it Aotdd feem r^afonable to conclude, 
that a , part of the glob^, the bed adapted to the human 
fpecies^ wauld be peopl^ the earl ieft ; and that the firll 
mon would be induced to ftit thek abode in a delicious' 
climate, pure air> <Mad on a foil too fertile to require^ 
much cultivation# If ihe human race cpuld be foppofed^ 
to multiply and esiAendiljemfeives in thofe hf^d regions,, 
where they PW.ft maintain a perpetual ftruggle with nai- 
ture : if they could inhabit but'ning fands, impra^cable 
j^oralTes, and regions of pcipetual ice ; pr frequent de- 
fort^ and forefts, where they mull defend themfclves a- 
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g^inft the violerv^c of the elements, and the attacks of 
wild heafts : how cafily might they not form thendelves 
into focieties in ttfefc delightful countries^ where man- 
kind, exempt from neceflity, has nothing to purfue but 
pleafure.; where, enjoying without labour or anxiety the 
choice H; produdions, and the moft glorious profped of 
the* great fcene of nature, they might juftly affume the 
diftinguifhing title of lords' of the creation ! Thefe 
beautiful fcencs prefent* themfelves on the banks of the 
Ganges, and in the plains of Indoftan.- The air is per- 
fumed with the moft delicious fruits, which afford a 
whplefome and refrefU^ng nourjftiment ; the trees form a 
fhadc impenetrable to the rays of the fun.* While the 
living animals that are difperfed over the globe, cannot 
fubftft in other parts witliout deftroying each other, they 
fharc in India, in common with their mafter, the Iweets 
of plenty, and fecurity. - Even at this day, when the earth 
may be fuppofed to have been exhaufted by the produc- 
tions of fo many ages, and their confumption in foreign 
countries, Indollan, if we except a few fandy and barren 
diftridts, is ftiil the moft fruitful-country in the world. 

The fyftem of morals in this coun- Religion^ govemr 
tl y is no Itls extraordinary than that of menty legijlatioriy - 
nature. When we fix our eyes on tliis manners y and 
vaft region, where nature hath exerted cujioms of /«- 
her utmoft eiforts for the happinefs pf £flan,- 
man-, wc cannot but regret that man 
Ijiath done all in his power to oppofe her. The rage of 
Gonqueft, and what is no Icfs deftrudiivc an evil, the 
gteedinefs of traders, have, in their turns, ravaged and 
opprefied the fineft counlry on4;he face of the globe. 

Among the numbers of favage banditti,, and ofher 
ftrangers) whora-war or the dsftre of gain Iras invited to 
Jndia, it is eafy to diftingiiifh the ancient inhabitants. 
There is not, however, fo much difference in the call of 
conniplexion and outward appearance oi thefe^Ople, as in 
the particularities of their char46leF; opprefled as they 
have been with the yoke of tyranny, or rather of the 
wildeft anarchy, they ha^e hot adopted either the man- 
ner^ the Jaw^ or the religion of their mafters. Their 
eontinual experience of all the horrors of War, all the 

B 6 
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exccfles and vices 'of iyWcK human nature is capable, 
not tainted their charadler. Nothing has ever been able 
to reconcile the tender, humane, and timorous Indian to 
fccncs of blood, Or to animate him with the courage and 
fpirit of rebellion. Hia vices arife folely from a weak 
mind. ~ 

The judicious traveller, who, palling over the pfaiiis 
of Egypt, fees trunks of columns, mutilated ftatuesj 
broken entablatures, and immenfe pyramids that have 
efcaped the ravages of war and time, difperfed about the 
country, is loft in admiration at the view of the ruins of 
a nsition which no longer exifts. He cannot now find out 
the fituation of Thebes, that city fo celebrated in-antip 
quity for its hundred gates ; but the venerable remains of 
its temples and of its tombs, give him i higher idea of its 
magnificence, than the deferiptibUS of Herodotus and 
Diodorus Siculus. 

When we attentively examine the accounts given by 
travellers' of the manners of the natives of India, we feem 
to wander among heaps of ruins', the 'remains of an im- 
inenfe fabric.' The original form is loft; but enough is 
prefervedj to convince us of the magnificence and regular- 
ity of the plans. Amidft a variety of abfurd fuperfti- 
tions, puerile and extravagant cuftoms, ft'range ceremo- 
nies and prejudices, we may difeover the veftiges of fub- 
lime morality, deep philqfdphy^ and refiued policy ; but 
when we attempt to trace the 'religious and efvil inftitu- 
tipns to their origin, we find that it is loft in the maze of 
ariti<{(iity. ■ By the moll aivcient traditions, the Indians 
appear to have bisen the,firft who received the rudiments- 
of fcience, and’ the pbllfh of civilization. 

The emperor. Mahmoud Akbar had an inclination to 
make hiittlelf acquainted with the principles of all the 
religious fedls throughout his extenlive provinces. Hav» 
ing difbav.ded^the fuperftitlous notions' with which he had 
been prepoffelfed by his education in the Mohammedan 
faith, he refolved td judge for hirtifelf.' Tt w^s eafy for 
him to be acquainted^ \mh' 'the nature of* thofe fyftems 
that ate formed Upon The pl^n of making profelytes ; but 

found himfelf difappbinted in his defign, wheu hecame 
to treat with the Indians, wlio will not adrhit any perfont 
whatever to tile participation of their myfterics. 
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Neither the authority nor promifes of Akba^ Could 
prevail with the braminS to difclofe the tenets df re« 
ligion i he was therefore obliged to h*ave reC0uiife’||||feti- 
fice. The llratagcm he made ufe of wa's, tof'SSBHrau 
infant, of the name of Feizi, to be committed to dare 
'of thefe priells, as a poor orphan of the facerdotal line, 
who alone could be initiated into the facred rites of their 
theology. Feiz-i, having fcccived the proper inUrudbns 
for the part he was to a£l, was Conveyed privately to Be- 
nares, tne feat of knowledge in Indoftan, He re- 
ceived into the houfc of a Icanied bramin, who educated 
him with the fame care as if he had been his fon. After 
the youth had fpent ten years in fludy, Akbar was defir'- 
ous of recalling' him ; but he was ftruck with the charms 
of the daughter of his prcceptorf 

The women of the facerdotal tribe are looked upon as 
the greateft beauties in Indoftan. Tlie old bramin laid 
no reftrarnt on the growing paflion of the two lovers ; he^ 
v/as fond of Feizi, who had gained his affedion by his 
addrefs and docility, and offered him hb daughter in 
marriage. The young man, divided between love and 
gratitude, rcfolved to conceal the fiaud no longer ; and 
tailing at the feet of the bramin, difeovered the itnpof 
turc, and afked pardon for his offence. 

The prieft, without leproaching him in the lead, 
feized a poi\iard which hung at his girdle, and Was going 
to plunge it into his bread, if Feizi had npt prevented 
him by taking hold of his arm. The young man ufed 
every, means to pacify him, and declared himfelf ready to 
do any ihiitg to cxpiatC his treachery. The bramin, 
buriling into tears, piomifed to pardon him, on condition 
that he fhould fwear ner^er to tranflatc the bedas, or 
facred vOlumCs, or difclofc to any perfon whatever the 
• fymbol of the bramin creed. Feizi readily promifed all 
that the bramin required ; and it is probable that he 
kcpl^ his word. 

From time immemorial, the bramins, foie depofitorjes 
of the books, learning, and regulations, civil a^well as 
religious, had kept them as a fecret, which tjre appear- 
ance of death, accompanied with ^torture, Could never 
force them to difclofc. There was no kind of tcr- 
lor, no means of fedu^lion, to which they had not 
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r^f]4ied ; when verj lately, Mr. Haftin^, govcrnor-gene- 
l:ai<pf/thc India company fettled at Bengal, the moil 
ei^ll^j^ned man of all the Europeans who have viTited 
became pofieffed of the Indian code. He 
brioed fpmc of the bramins, and made others fenfible of 
the ridicule and the inconvcnicncies of this myilcrious re- 
fcrve. Thofe old men, whom experience and ftudy had 
raifcd above the prejudices of th^ii call, liftened to his 
reprefeiitations, in hopes of obtaining a freer exercife of 
their religion and laws. Thcfe perfons amounted to 
eleven ill number ; the elded of whom was more than 
fourfeore years of age, and the younged not lefs than five 
and thirty. They confulted eighteen original Shanferit 
authors ; and the eolledlibn of feotcnces they gathered 
from them being tranflated into Perfian, under tbe infec- 
tion of the bramins, was turned from Perfian into Eng- 
lifh, by Mr. Halhed. The compilers of the code unani- 
moufly r^fufed agreeing to two propofals ; one to fupprefs 
* fome fcandalous paragraphs, tiie other to indruct Mr. 
Halhed in the facred diale(^ ; fo true it is, that the fpirit 
of priefthood is everywhere the fame ; and that at all 
times the pried, either from motives of intered or pride, 
is dcfirous of keeping the people in ignorance.- In order 
that the work might appear with every pofiible accuracy, ^ 
and that it might have every fan^ion that could be ex- 
pelled, the mod learned of the pundits, or bramin law- 
yers, were called up from different parts of Bengal. The 
abridged hiilory of the creation of tbe world, and of tjie 
fird formation of the cads, fuch as thefe religious com- 
pilers have related it, at the bead of this civil code, is 
comprifed in the following terms ; 

Brama delights in the peculiar form of worfhip that is 
obferved in different countries, pic attends to the pious 
man in the mofejue, who counts his beads over while he^ 
fays his prayers. He is prefent in the temples, and at 
the adoration of the idols. He is the intimate of the 
Muffulman, and tkc friend of the Indian \ the companion 
of the Chridian, and the confidant of tbe Jew. Thofe 
men whom he hath endowed with an elevated foul, fee 
notliipg in the oppofition of fe^ls, and the diverfity of 
religious worihips, but one of the effe6ls of the richneis 
he hath difplayed in the work of the creation* 
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The Principle of Truth, or the Saprem^ Being, hav- 
ing firft formed the earth, and the heavens, and the wa- 
ter, and the fire, and the air, produced Brgma. Brama 
Is the Spirit of God. He is abforbed In felf-coatempla- 
tion. He Is prefent In every part of fpacc. He is one, 
and to liim there is no fecond. Hi» omnifcience is felf- 
infpired, or Ttlf-inteHigei>t, and its comprehenfion in- 
cludes every poffible fpecies# He is fubje^^ to no change, 
nor to the diftindjous of paft, prefent, and future. He 
is an independent being, and feparated from the univerfe* 
By this omnifcient fpirit the operations of Gpd are en- 
livened, and the twenty-four powers of nature are ani- 
mated. 4 s th^ eye by the fun, as the pot by the fire, 
as iron by the magnet, as fire by the fuel, as the fhadow 
by the man, as duft. by the wind, as the arrow by the 
fpring of the bow, and as the (hade by the tree j fo by 
this fpirit the world is endued with the powers of intel- 
le61, the powers of the will, and the powers of a6lion» 
If this fpirit emanate from the heart, by the channel of 
the ear, it caufeth the perception of founds j if it eman- 
ate from the heart, by the channel of the lldn, it caufeth 
the perception of the touch ; if it emanate from the heart, 
by the channel of the eye, it caufeth the perception of 
vifible obje^ls ; if it emanate from the heart by the 
channel of the tongue, it caufeth the perception of tafte ; 
if it emanate from the heart, by the channel of the nofe, 
it caufeth the perception of fmell. This fpirit alfo in- 
vigorating the five members of a6lion, and invigorating 
the five rnembers of perception, and invigorating the five 
elements, and invigorating the five fenfes, and invigorat- 
ing the three difpofitions of the mind. See, caufeth the 
^creation, or the annihilation of the univerfe ; while it- 
felf beholds every thing as an indilferent fpe^ato^. Such 
is the dodrinc of the Reig, Beid. 

Brama afterwards created from his niouth wifdom, or 
the branain ; whofe office is to pray, to read, and to in- 
ilrud ^ from liis arms he created ftrength, or the cheh- 
teree, whofe bufinefs it is to draw the bow, to fight, and 
to govern ; from his belly and thighs he created nourilh- 
raent, or the bice, to provide the ntceffaries of life by 
agriculture and traffic'; and .from his feet he created fub- 
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je^lion, or the fooder, to labour, to Xcrve, and to tra- 
vel. 

The diftindion of the four firft calls is therefore as an- 
cient as the world, and of divine inditution. 

Brama afterwards produced m the world mankind, 
whiqli were to fill up thefe four calls ; and beads in- 
numerable, and birds, and vegetables, arid all inanimate 
things, and the virtues and the vices. He preferibed to- 
cach cad its duties, and thefe duties are forever recorded 
in the facred books. 

The fifft magidrate or fovereign, chofen by Brama,. 
had an iniquitous fuccelTor, who perverted the order of 
fociety, by authorizing the intermixture of the men and" 
women of the four cads which Brama had indituted ; 
a facrilegious conjun6lion from which proceeded the 
fifth cad, or tribe, called that of Burrun Sunker, which 
produced a nijultitude of others. The bramfnj, incenfed 
at this, put him to death. When tJie kingdom^ was thus 
without a magidrate, the bramfns nibbed the two hands 
of tlie dead body, and from his right there fprang two 
fons, one a fovereign, or warrior, the other a bramin ; 
while from his left hand they raifed a daughter, whom they 
married to her brother the warrior, on wherm they alfo 
conferred the fupreme magiflracy. This fovereign had 
conceived the defign of putting the tribe of Burrun Sun- 
ker, with all its branches, to death. The bramins dif** 
fiiaded him from it ; and advifed him to affcmble all the 
individuals that^compofed it, and afiign to them tbeir. 
feveral occupations, in the fcicnces, the arts, and the 
trades, which they and their defeendants were to exercife 
in perpetuity. 

From this account, it is evident, that the bramin was 
fo much elated with his origin, that he would have 
thought it degrading to^bim to afpirc to the magiftracy , 
or fovCreignty, and that the people are made to re- 
vere their chains by their being loaded with them in the 
name of the Deity. There never was an Indian who 
attempted to leave the call in which he was born. The 
diftribution df the Indians into calls, each fnperior to the 
other, is a mark of the deepell corruption, and the moil 
ancient fyllem of flavery. It difeovers an unjuil and 
dirgufting pre-eminence of the pridlhood over all other 
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ranks of fociety, and a ftupid iaattention to the firft Ic- 
gi’/lator, to the general good of the nation', 

The facred of the . Indiana jiear date from the 
remoteii antiquity, and are carriedrdown, without inter- 
ruption, to the njoft n^odern times. They make no men- 
tion of that moft memorabler and molt dreadful of all 
events, the deluge : for the hramins pretend that their 
facred books are written before that period, and. that thfa 
calamity did npt extend kftlf over' Indoftan. They reck- 
on the duration of the world by four jogues, or diltindt 
ages. . , . 

t. The futtee jogue (or age of purity) Is faid to have 
lafted three tnillions two hundred thoufand years ; and 
they hold that , the life- of man was in that age extended 
to one hundred thoufand years, and that his llature was 
twenty-one cubits. . . . , 

2. The tirt^h jogue (or age in which one third of man- 
kind were reprobate) ^they kippofc to have conhfted of 
two milhans four hundred thoufand years, and that men 
then Jived-to the iage of ten thoufand years. 

3. Th^ dwap 4 ^r jogue, ;..(in which half of thcdiuman 
race. became depraved) endured* one million fix hundred 
thoufand years, and menS Uves were reduced to one thou-, 
fand years* 

4. The collee jc^uc (in which all mankind are cor- 
rupted,, or. rather fleffened, for that is the true meaning of 
collee) , is the prcfent .em, , which they fuppofe ordained 
to fubfiil for four hundred thoufand years, of which near 
fifty thoufand- Vc already paffed, and man^s life in 
this period is limited to one hundred. 

This opinion of the prefent age being the moft cor- 
rupty prevails unlverfally . in all, parts of the world. The 
centyry in which we ]ivc,i9.coufiderd everywhere as the 
refufe; of. all th^ centuries : as if yipe and virtue were not 
coeval with man and ^^<5: .cxiftence of the world. 

The pundits, or br.;^in lawyers, {till fpeak.the origi- 
nal langus^e. in .which thefe ordinances .were compofed, 
and vvhich is/ entirely unknown to tliC. bulk of tlie. peo^* 
pie. The bramins {peak and , write the Shanferit lan- 
guage, which is very copious and nervous,; but the ftyle 
of the beft authors is wonderfully concife. The gram- 
matical rules alfo are numerous and difficult, though 
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th^i:e npt |nany anomdics. Thje Shanfcrit alphabet 
contains fifty letters. • The declenfioru in this language 
are feven in number, and h^ve each r fingul^r, a dual, 
and a plural number. Among the fyJOiabTes, feme are 
ihort, fhorter, and very fhort ; others long, longer, and 
very long j fomc again are acute, more acute, and moft 
acute j others grave, more grave, molt grave. It is 
an Idiom of notes and modulation. The lalt fyllable of 
the word bederoo is a kind of organ note that is held 
for near a minute. The Shanferit poetry comprehends 
a very great variety of different metres j and the verfi- 
fication has the lame kinds of feet, and is attended 
with as many difficulties as thofe that occur in other 
languages, rhime not excepted. The poems are gene* 
rally compofed in Itanzas, the fubjedl of which is ufually 
moral. ^ father in debt ts an enemy to his mother 
ef fcandalotf^ behaviour.is an enemy to her f on* — A wfe of 
a beautiful figure is an enemy to her htfband*-^ji fan of ntt" 
learning is an enemy to his farentSj* 

The following is a fpecimen of one of their pociifis ; 

From the infatiable defire of riches, I have digged 
beneath the earth j I haye fought* Jj^y chemiftry to 
tranfmute the metals of the mountains. 

I have traverfed the queen of the oceans ; I. have 
toikd inceffant for the gratification of monarchy. 

1 have renounced the world to give up my whole 
heart to the ftudy of incantations j I have paffe4 
whole nights on the places where the dead are burnt, 

“ I have not gained one cowry.--^5egone, O a* 
varice ! thy bufinefs is over.’' 

A language fo difficult,'* and brought to fuch a degree 
of perfedion, ^ neceffarily implies a long fucceffion of 
years. At the time that the Shanferit was written and 
fpoken, the feven days of the week were already marked, 
and the names of the feven planets Were known in their 
proper order ; the fugar cane was already cultivatecf ; 
chemiltry was known ; and wildfire had been invented. 
Fire arras were then in ufe, and a kind of dart or arrow 
tipt with fire is deferibed, which, after it had taken its 
flight, divided into feveral feparatc darts or ftreams of 
ffame, each of which took effed, ar^dj'whcn once kindled, 
could not be extmguilhed. A weapon of this fort is alfo 
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fpoiiCn of, which' was capable of killing a huiwlred men 
at But it is ehiefly in the civil code of the Indians, 
which we are going to enter upon, that we find the ftrong- 
td teftimonies of the incr edible antKjuity of this nation. 

Wc are, therefore, at length in pofTefiion of thefe lawk 
of a people from whom all others feem to have deriyed 
their indrudlion ; and who, fince their cftablifhment, 
have experienced no other alterations in their manners 
and prejudices than fuch as are infeparable from the eba^ 
rader of man, and the influence of the times. 

The civil code of the Indians opens with the duties of 
the fovereign, or magiftrate. We read in feparate para- 
graphs, “ that he fhould be beloved and refpe£l^d ; that 
** he fhould be well informed, and fteady, and make him- 
felf feared ; that he fhould treat his fubjedfs as hia 
children ; protect merit, and reward virtue ; that he 
fhould /how himfclf to his people ; that he /hould not 
pradlife the drinking of wine j but that he /hould learn 
** fir/t to be rnafter of himfclf. Neither /hall he be fe- 
duced by the pleafurek of the chafe, nor perpetually 
addicted to play. In all cafesr he /hall fpare and ex- 
cufc the bramins. He /hall give a particular encour- 
agement to agriculture. He /haH not encroach upoa 
the property of the meaneft of his fubje^s. If he*bc 
vidorious in war he /hall return thanks to the gods of 
** the country, and /hall give the fpoils of the enemy to 
^ the bramins. He #iaU not retain in hiaJkrvice a great 
** number of buffoons, or parafitcs, and jefters, and danc- 
** ers, aqd athletics. If he cannot apprehend the thief, 
“ the injury done /hall be repaired at his own expence. 
If he /hould colledt the accuftomed tribute from his 
fubjefls, without proteiling or taking care of them, 
he will go to hell. If~ he /hould take to himfelf any 
part of a pious legacy* or donation, he will remain in 
^ hell one thoufanck years. He muff know that in a 
kingdom where men of a certain rank frequent pro/li- 
“ tutes^ or pradlife the drinking of wine. Inch kingdom 
becomes d^folate. If any perfon, exclufive of the 
magiftrate’s counfellors, be acquainted with the defign* 
of the magiftrate, his magi/lracy is not of a long dura- 
tion. He mall not take counfel of a weak and old man, 
** or of a woman. When he is dtfirous of eonfulting 
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/with his counfellors, ^he ihall choofe a retired place, on 

‘the top cxfthchoufe, or on the top of y mountain, or in 
** the defcrt, or in fome fuch fccrct reccfs } and in^ places 
‘‘ where there are parrots, or other talkative birds, he 

(hall not hold his counfel while they Are prefent.” 

Jf in the whole code* there were ilo other in4ication 
than that hhgle line upon pious donations, it would be 
fufficicnt to mow the hand of the prieft in its compila.- 
tion. But what advantages can we fuppofe to arife 
from the entertainment of buffoons, dancers, and jefters^ 
at the court of the magiftrate, unlefs it be for the pur. 
pofe of relaxation from his more painful fundlions, or to 
divert him after his ferious occupations ? 

What an infinite number of combined qualities are ne- 
ccffary to the formation of a civil code, efpecially for the 
ufe of an extenfive nation ! A profound knowledge of 
man, of the climate, of religion, of manners, of ouftoms, 
of prejudices, of natural juiticc, of nghts, of affinities, of 
conditions, of things, of duties in all ftations, and of the 
due proportion between crimes and punifhments 1 What 
judgement, what impartiality, what experience doth it 
not require ? Is it poffible to determine whether the code 
of the Indians has been the work of genius, or the refult 
of the wife combinations of a feries of ages? The deci- 
fion of this queftioti mull be referved for the man who 
will take the pains to think deeply upon the fubj,e£l. 

The code begins with regulations oh the mntation of 
property, which is one of the firft cements of civil fo« 
ciety ; and on inheritance, which is the firft ftep towards 
the formation of comrpunipes. It then proceeds to rules 
of juftice, without \^hich ilo focicty Can fubfiil ; and to 
the forms of adminiflrering it, without which the exe- 
cutive part would be arbitrary. . Rules are alfo laid 
down concerning pledges, ‘divilions of property, 'don||i- 
tions, wages, {laves ; concerning the duties of citrzerif, of 
father, motheY, children, *hu{bands and wives ; and con- ■ 
cerning the wages of dancing and fmging women. After 
the dii^ffion of thefe points, Which imply h numerous 
population, art ittfitiite variety of connexions, and a con- 
fummate experience ol* the wickednefs of mankind, the 
code treats of fents and leafcs, of the divifron of lands, 
and the produce of agriculture, of cities and towns, of 
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fines, of injuries and quarrels of all kinds, of empirics, 
of (harpers, of theft, in which that of?perfons is included, 
of incontinence .and adultery ; and every one of thefc 
arjticka is entered into with a fpirit of detail which com- 
prehends the mo^ ordinary kinds of delinquency, as well 
as thofe which are more uncommon, and appear even 
ehimerical. Almoth every point has been forefeen with 
judgement, diftinguifiied with fagacity, and preferibed, 
forbidden, or punifted, with juftice. Among this multi- 
tude of laws, we (hall only take notice of thofe which 
chara6terize the early periods of the nation, and which 
are calculated to ftrike us, either by their wifdom or by 
their fingularity. 

It is prohibited to lend money to wpipen, children, or 
fervanta.; The intereft upon a loan increafes in propor- 
tion to the inferiority whic'b the call of the borrower 
holds in the ranks of the date : an inhuman kind of 
policy, in which the fecurity of the rich has been more 
attended to than the wants of the poor. Whatever may- 
be the duration of the loan, the arrears of intered (hall 
rife no higher than double the principal. If a perfon 
mortgages the fame land to two mortgagees, he (hall be 
punidied with death : this is jud ; for it is a fpecies oi 
theft. The creditor may feize upon an infolvent debtor 
of the inferior tribes, confine him in his houfe, and oblige 
him to work for his benefit. This is a lefs cruel pra6ficc 
than to throw him into aprifon, and make him lie upon 
draw. 

A woman of bad morals, a childlefs widow, a barren 
wife, a man who has no principles of religion, an eunuch, 
an idiot, a man baniOied from his cad, or expelled from 
his family, one who is born blind or deaf,' a dumb man, 
an impotent man, one who is feized with a confumption 
•or a leprpfy, or one who has fmhtcn his father; all fuch 
p«rf0n8 are incapable of inheritance. But whoever (hall 
fiiperfede theftf perfons in the inheritance of bequeathed 
pro^rty mud allow them vi6;uals and clothing. 

The Indians do hot make wills. Their claims and 
rights are ^determined by the degrees of affinity. 

The (hare of the child who has profited by his educa- 
tion, ffiall be double. to thatof^he ignorant child. 
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Almoft all the laVva of t}ie code, which concern jpro- 
prty, fucceflion, and diftribiitionv are conformable to , the 
Roman laws ; becaufe rcafon and equity are of all, ages, 
and didate the fame reguktiorw, unlefs they be thwarted 
bjr capricious cuHoms or extravagant prejudices, the ori- 
gin of which is loft in the obTcurity of renwte times ; 
while their antiquity fupports them againft the rules of 
common fenfe, and the vain efforts of the legiflatqr. . 

If an injuftice be committed in a tribunal, the faOlt 
(hall fall opon all the parties concerned in the adion, 
the judge nimfelf not excepted. It were to be wiihed 
that this rule might obtain in all courts of judicature, and 
that the judge might be made a party in the cafe. If he 
fhould have judged ill from incapacity, he is eu^»ab2e ; 
if from iniijuity, he is ftill more guilty* 

The code, after having condemned the falfe witnefs to 
the fame puniftiment that would have been inflided on 
the perfon accufed, admits of a falfe teftimony for the 
prefervation of a man’s life, again ft a true cvidencc>that 
would deprive him of it. What an unjiccountablc mix- 
ture of wifdom and folly 1 

A hufband in dlftrefa may deli'^^*' up his wife, if (he 
confent 5 and a father may fell his fon if he have feveral. 
Of thefe two laws, the firft is infamous, as it reduces the 
mother of a family to the condition of a proftitute ; 
the fecond is inhuman, as it reduces a fon to the ftate of 
a (lave. 

The different claffes of (laves are enormoufly multiplied 
among the Indians i and the law admits of their en- 
franchifement, which is performed with a particular Tkind 
of ceremony. “ The Have fhail fill a pitcher with water, 
“ and put in it fome rice cleanfed.witnout bqiling, fome 
flowers, and a kind of fmall falad ; and taking the 
pitcher upon his ihoulder, lhall ftand near his maftcr ; 
** and the maftcr, putting the pitcher upon the flave?8 
<• head, (hall then break the pitcher, fo that the w^ter, 
“ rice, flowers, and falad, that were iu the pitcher, may 
‘‘ fall upon the flave’s body ; after that, the^mafter fliall 
‘‘ three times pronounce the wo^ds, 1 ha^e made you 
** free. Upon this fpceeb, the Have aftwefaid ftiall take 
fome fteps towards the eaft, whcrcupop be* (hall be 
free,” 
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If a man kUl an^ anirnaJ^ fnch as a horfe, a goat, or a 
camd, o^e hand and one foot ihiatl he cut off mjna him. 
By this raw vsfe fee that man is put upon ja par with 
the brute creation. If he kill a tyger, a bear, or a fer- 
pent, he (hall pay * ^cuniary fine; The ranking of 
thefe things among offencea, is the ^ fuperftitions confe- 
quence of the metempfyehofis, which, confidering the 
' body of an animal a^. being the refidence of a human foul, 
looks upon the violcnf death of a reptile as a fpecies of 
murder. It is a cuftom with a bramin, before he fits 
down on the ground, to fweep the place with the lappet 
of his gown, and to fay to God, “ as I have extended 
<< my benevolence to the ant, fo I hope thou wilt pour 
down thine upon me/’ 

Population is holden aa a primary duty, and as an or- 
der of nature fo facred, that the code allows the praAice 
of deceit, of lying, and of peijury, for the purpofe of 
completing a wedding. This is a diihoneft adlion prac- 
tifed everywhere, but which wds never legally authorif. 
ed, except among the Indians. Would it not be a 
mai'k of wifdom in the legifiator to aqthorife, in many 
other inftances, what he can neither prevent nor punifii. 

All the religious f/ftems of Afia admit of polygamy, 
and fome of them fuffer a plurality of huibands. In the 
kingdoms of Boutan and the Thibet, one woman fre- 
quently ferves for a whole family, without creating the 
Icaft jealoufy or domeftic confufion. 

Virginity is a condition effential to the validity of the 
conjugal union. The woman is under the defpotic fway 
of her huiband. The Indian code fays, “ that a woman 
fhould by no means be Tnillrcfs of her own adlions ; 
for, if fhe have her own free will, file will always be- 
** have amifs ; and that her virtue is not to be relied 
upon.” If a woman bring her hulband nothing but’ 
daughters, he may be difpenfed from cohabiting with 
her. A woman fiiall never go out of the houfc without 
the confent of her hufband, and lhall always have fome 
clothes upon her bofom. It is proper for a woman, 
after her hufband’s death, to burn herfelf in the fire with 
his corpfe, unlefs file be with child, or that her huiband 
be abfent, or that fhe cannot get his turban, or his girdle, 
or unkfs Ihc devote hcrfclf to chaftity and celibacy. 
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Every woman who t^ua l>urna herfelf, (hall in 

paradife with her fof lih infinite number ;q£ years 

by deftiny. ^ ", 

The legiflatian of the Indians, Which "might 
too indulgent with rei(pe£t to certain crltnei^, fucb as 
the murder of a (lave, pcdcr^fty„ and beftiidity, for which 
abfolution could be obtained with, money, certainly 
appear to bear extremely hard the unlawful in ter- 

courfe between the two fexes. of rigour 

has probably arifen from the lubncity of, the womeh, and 
the weaknefs of the men in a burning climate ; from the 
inordinate jealoufy of the latter ; from the fear of con- 
founding the cafts ; and from the extravagant ideas of 
continency, propagated in all countries by incontinent 
priefts ; and it is at the fame tkne a proof of the anti- 
quity of the code. In proportion as^^focicty increafes 
and becomes permanent, corruption is extended ; offences, 
particularly fuch as fpring from the nature of the climate, 
the influence of which never ccafes, are multiplied ; and 
the punidiments allotted to them gradually fall into difufe, 
xmlefs the code be under the fan<Slion of the divinity. 
Our laws have pronounced a fevqre punifhmcnt for adul- 
tery ; bat who is theie that rufpe( 5 is it ? 

What we call an intcrcourfe of gallantry, the code calls 
adultery. There is a fpecies of adulteiy that confills iu 
the co(juetry of the man or the woman, the penally for 
which IS pecuniary ; the adultery which coufifls in fend- 
ing piefcnts, is punifiied in the man by mutilation ; and 
confummated adultery is punifhed by death. The daugh- 
ter of a bramin who prouitutes herfelf is condemned to 
be burnt, Immodcfl adions, the diffeienccs of which 
are fpecdied by law, becaufe law has no rertraint^ but 
which decency forbids an hiflorical writer to mention, 
are fubjejfl to dreadful punifhments. A man of a fupe- 
liof cait, convided of having cohabited with a woman 
of a mean call, 13 to be branded in the forehead with the 
figure of a man without a head. Other punllhmenta of 
an indecent kind are devifed for a bramin ^convi(i:l:ed of 
adultery, and his partner in iniquity is put to death. 

The dancing and fingiog girls, and the proftitutes, are 
formed into communities under the protedtign of the po- 
b'ce. They are employed in foie mu I tics j and aie fent 
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out to meet perfons in public capacities. This fort of 
people were not holden in fo much contempt in ancient 
times as they are at prcfent. Before the eftablilhmcnt of 
laws, the ftate of man differed little from that of the 
brute ; and no prejudice had attached an idea of turpi- 
tude to any of our natural fundlions. 

If a proftitute fhould break her word, fl'ie fliall return 
twice as much money as fhe has received. If a man hath 
hired a proftitute, and fhall attempt to commit any un- 
natural adl with her, he fhall give her eight times the 
fum llipulated, and alfo pay a fine of eight times as 
much to the magiftrate. The punifhment is the fame, 
if, after having agreed with her for himfelf, he gives her 
up to other men. 

Gaming is not allowed, unlefs with leave of the magi- 
ftrate. The money loft at a game played in fecret can- 
not be exa<fted. 

If a man ftrike a bramin with his hand or his foot, he 
fhall have his hand or foot cut off. 

If a foodcr, or man of the fourth caft, be convicfled of 
reading the beids, or facred books, he flrall have boiling 
oil poured into his mouth *, if he fhould liften to the read- 
ing of the beids of the fhafter, then the oil, heated as 
before, fhall be poured into his ears, and wax fhall be 
melted together, and the orifice of his ears fhall be flop- 
ped up with it. 

If a fooder fliall fit upon the carpet of a bramin, in 
that cafe, the magiftrate, having thruft a hot iron into 
his buttock, and* branded him, fhall banilh him the king- 
dom ; or elfe he fhall cut off his buttock. Whatever 
crime a bramin may have committed, he fhall not be put 
to- death. The murder of a bramin is the greateft crime 
any^man can be guilty of. 

The property of a bramin is facred, and cannot pafs 
.into other hands, not even thofe of the fovereign. This 
gives an inftance of eftates in mortmain among the In- 
dians, in times of the moft remote antiquity. 

The filence of the law upon any point is to be fupplied 

a reprimand. The punifhment of every fault is in- 
creafed upon repetition. The inftruments of a man^s art 
or profemon, and even thofe that belong to the dancing 
girl, or common proftitute, arc not liable to confifeation. 
Vol. I. C 
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What would an Indian fay, if he were to fee our officers 
of jullice feize upon the furniture in a peafant’s cottage, 
and put up his oxen, and all his inftruments of tillage, to 
public auAion ? 

To conclude this ffiort analyfis of a code too little 
known amongif us, by fome ftriking paflages, we fhall 
quote the following, refpc6iwg the magffirate ; When 
“ a kingdom is preferved free from thieves, from aduJ- 
‘‘ terers, from murderers, and from all men of fuch evil 
“ principles, the magiftrates of the kingdom go to para- 
“ dife *, and if the magiftrate always brings fuch perfons 
“ to puniffiment, he then alfo goes to paradife; and his 
“ kingdom is doubled, and his reputation is incrcafed 
And again : If a magiftrate inflift punifhment upon the 
guilty, and honourably treat the innocent, fuch a man 
has all the requifites for magiltracy, and is always fuc- 
cefsful, and enjoys a good charafter, and in the next 
world goes to paradife:’’ for, faith the code, with as 
much energy as fimplicity, “ Punifhment is the magi- 
flrate ; punifhment is the infpirer of terror; pnnifh- 
“ ment is the nourifher of the fubjedls ; punifhment is the 
defender from calamity ; punidiment is the guardian of 
<< thofe that deep ; punifliment, wdth a black afpefl and 
a red eye, terrifies the guilty.” 

Notwithflanding the defedfs of this code, the mofl 
ftriking of which are, too much indulgence to the pricfls, 
and too much feverity againft women, yet it Hill ferves 
to confirm the high opinions entertained of the wifdom of 
the bramins in the moft remote ages. Among the num- 
ber of fenfiblc laws with which it abounds, if there be 
fome which may appear too lenient or too rigid ; fomc 
which preferibe mean or indecent adlions ; and others 
again which inflidl heinous punifhments for flight offences, 
or mild chaftifements for crimes of great enormity ; yet 
the wife man, before he ventures to cenfure them, will => 
weigh all the circumftanccs ; and will confider, that a 
legiflator is often compelled by them to give to the people 
only the beft laws they are capable of receiving. He will 
determine, without hefitation, from the complicated re- 
gularity of the Shanferit grammar, upon the antiquity of 
this language formerly in common ule, but for fo long a 
time unknown : and from the formation of a code fo ex- 
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tenfive as that of the Indians, he will conclude that a great 
number of ages are elapfed in India, between the barba- 
rous and civilized Hate of that country ; and that the 
priefts have been culpable, ‘with refpcdf to their own 
countrymen as well as to foreigners, in keeping up a myf- 
terious referve, which has beep an univerfal check to the 
progrefs of civilization. ^ 

The feal, however, which clofed the mouth of the 
bramin, is now broken ; and we may prefume, that the 
time is not far diftant, when all that remains to be known 
of the ancient religion and jurifprudence of the Indians 
will be revealed. In the mean while, let us examine their 
prefent ftate, and furnifh fome ftrokes of charadler that 
are wanting to complete the defeription of their policy 
and their doctrines. 

As the bramins are the only perfons who underhand 
the language of the facred book, their comments on the 
text are the fame as thofe which have ever been made on 
religious writings ; all the maxims which fancy, interell, 
palnon, or falfe zeal, can fuggeh, are to be found in 
thefe volumes. Thefe exclufivc pretenfions of the inter- 
preters of religion have given them that unbounded influ- 
ence over the people, which impoftors and fanatics will 
not fail to exert over men who have not the courage to 
confult either their own reafon, or their own feelings. 

From the Indus to the Ganges, the vedan is univer- 
fally received as the book that contains the principles of 
religion; but the generality differ on feveral points rela- 
tive to faith and pra 61 ice. That fpirit of debate and re- 
finement, which for fo many ages has infefted the philo- 
sophy of our fchools, has made Hill further progrefs 
among the bramins, and caufed more abfurditics in their 
dodHrines than it hat introduced into ours, by a mixture 
of Platonifm, which is perhaps itfelf derived from the 
•doftrines of the bramins. 

Throughout all Indoftan, the laws of government, 
cuftoms and manners, make a part of religion ; becaufe 
every thing is derived from Brama. 

There is fome reafon to believe that Brama was poflefT- 
cd of the fovereign authority ; as his religious inftitutions 
were evidently defigned to infpire the people with a pro- 
found reverence and great love for their country, and as 

C a 
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they are evidently intended to jruard againft the vites in- 
cident to the climate by fevere laws. Few religions feem 
to have been fo well adapted to the countries for which 
they were calculated. 

It is from Brama that the Indians derive their religious 
veneration for the three capital rivers of Indoftan, the In- 
dus, the Criftina, and the Ganges. It was he who con- 
fecrated the animal that is moil ferviceable in the cultiva- 
tion of land, as well as the cow, whofe milk is fo whole- 
fomc a nourifliment in hot countries. To him they aferibe 
the divifion of the people into tribes or cajles^ diftinguirh- 
cd from each other by their political and religious princi- 
ples. This inftitution is antecedent to all traditions and 
known records, and may he confidci ed as the moil ilriking 
proof of the great antiquity of the Indians. Nothing ap- 
pears more contrary to the natural progrefs of focial con- 
nedlions, than this diilribution of the members of the 
fame community into diilindl claiTcs. Such an idea could 
only be the refult of a iludied plan of legiflation, which 
preCuppofes a great proficiency in civilization and know- 
ledge. Another circnmilance itill more extraordinary is, 
that this diilindlion ihould continue fo many ages, after 
the leading idea and conneefling tie was forgotten ; which 
affords us a remarkable example of the ilrength of national 
pi'ejudices, when fan^liiied by religious idea?. 

The difference between the calls is remarkable at firft 
fight. The membo's of each tribe have a kind of refem- 
blancc to each other, by which it is impoffible to millake 
them. I'hey have the fame habits, the fame fhape, the 
fame tone of voice, the fame beauty, or the fame defor- 
mity of perfon. All travellers of any degree of obferva- 
tion, have taken notice of this kind of family air. There 
are feveral orders ofbramins; thofe who mix in focicty 
are for the moft. part very corrupt in their morals ; they 
believe that the water of the Ganges will wafh away all 
their crimes ; and not being fubje(5l to any civil jurifdic- 
tion, they live without cither rellraint or virtue, except- 
ing that character of compafiion and charity which is fo 
commonly found in the mild climate of India. 

The others who live abftradled from the world, are 
either weak-minded men or enthufiafts, and abandon 
thcmfelves to lazinefs, fuperftition, and the dreams of 



Book I. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 53: 

mctaphyfics. We find in their difputes the very fame 
ideas that occur in the writings of our moft celebrated 
inetaphyficlans ; fuch as, fubftance, accident, priority* 
pofteriority, immutability, indivifibility, the vital and 
fenfitive foul ; but with this difference, that in India thefe 
fine difeoveries are very ancient, though it is but a very 
Ihort time fince father Lombard, Thomas Aquinas, Leib- 
nitz, and Malebranche, aftoniflied all Europe with their 
dexterity in raifing thefe vifionary fyftems. As this ab- 
il railed manner of reafoning was derived to us from the 
Greek philofopUers, wdiofe refinements we have far ex- 
ceeded, it is not improbable that the Greeks themfclves 
might have borrowed this ridiculous knowledge from the 
Indians, iinlefs we rather choofe to fuppofe, that as the 
principles of metaphyfics lie open to the capacities of all 
nations, the indolence of the bramins may have produced 
the fame effeif in India, as that of our monks has done 
in Europe : notwithflanding the inhabitants of one coun- 
try had never communicated their doclrines to thofe of 
the other. 

Such are the defeendants of the ancient brahmans,, 
whom antiquity never fpeaks of but with admiration ; be- 
caufe the affei^ation of aufterity and myftery, and the 
privilege of declaring the will of Heaven, have impofed 
upon the vulgar in all ages. The Greeks aferibe to them 
the dodlrine of the immortality of the foul, and certain 
notions concerning the nature of the Supreme Being, and 
future rewards and punifhments. 

To this fpecies of knowledge, which is the more flat- 
tering to the curiofity of man in proportion as it trah* 
feends his weak capacity, the brahmans added an infinite 
number of religious obfervances, which were adopted by 
Pythagoras in his fchool ; fuch as falling, prayer, filence, 
and contemplation ; virtues of the imagination, which 
• liave a more powerful effe£l upon the vulgar, than thofe 
of a ufeful and benevolent tendency. The brahmans were 
looked upon as the friends of the gods, becaufe they af- 
feded to pay them fo much attention ; and as the pro- 
teiflors of mankind, becaufc they paid them none. No 
bounds were therefore fet to the refpedl and gratitude 
that were fhown them; princes themfelves did not fcruplc 
to confult thefe rccliifes upon any critical conjunduie, 
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from a fiippofition, no doubt, that they were infpired ; 
fince it was impoflible to imagine that they had the ad- 
vantages of experience. We can fcarcely, however, de- 
ny, that there might be among them fome men of real 
virtue, whofc minds rclirticd the pure and ingenuous de- 
lights of ftudy and fcience ; and who, by nobly railing 
their thoughts to the conteinplation of the Firft Being, 
mull have had more powerful incitements to render them- 
felves w'orthy of his care, and none to jultify them in de- 
ceiving and tyrannizing over their fellow creatures. 

The clafs of military men is diffufed over the whole 
country under different denominations. In the Malabar 
they are called Nairs ; and here they are a well-made and 
brave fet of men ; but proud, effeminate, and fuperfU- 
tious. Some of the moll fortunate of them have con- 
trived to provide means of fubfiftence far themfelves upon 
this coaff as in other parts ; while others poffefs fome lit- 
tle fhare of property. The greatefl number of them are 
a£flve officers or foldiers in the camps. It is generally 
known that they have an inclination to plunder and ex- 
tortions; which they ufually difplay upon the public 
roads. Tvery prudent traveller, therefore, takes the pre- 
caution to get himfelf attended by fome of them ; and 
thofe who are paid for this fervice, will rather fuffer 
themfelves to be maffacred, than furvive the ft ranger who 
lias put himfelf under their protedion. Were they to 
betray this truft, their nearefl relations would put them 
to death. Thefe manners are peculiar to the Malabar ^ 
country ; for the other foldiers of Indoftan have not fuch 
vicious propenfities. 

Independent of the clafs of warriors, there are people, 
fuclA, tor inftauce, as the Canarins and Marattas, who 
generally follow the military profefiion, either becaufe 
they are the defeendants of fome tribes devoted originally 
to arms, or becaufe times and circurnftances have intro- * 
duced a change in tlicir primitive iiillitutions. 

The third clafs confifts entirely of hulbandmen ; and 
there are few countries where this fet of men have a bet- 
ter title to the gratitude their fcllow-fubjetls ; they 
are laborious and induilrious, perfci^fly acquainted with 
the art of diftributing their rivulets, and of making the 
burning foil they inhabit as fertile as polFiblc. They are 



Book I. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 55 

in India what they would be everywhere elfc, if not cor- 
rupted or opprefTcd by government, the moli honeft and 
virtuous of men. This clafs, which was formerly much 
reipcdled, was free from tyranny and the ravages of war; 
never were the hufbandmen obliged to bear arms ; their 
lands and their labours were holden equally facred ; they 
ploughed their fields within view of contending armies, 
who fuffered them to purfue their peaceful toil without 
inoleftation ; their corn was never fet on fire, nor their 
trees cut down ; religion too, that all-powerful principle, 
lent her afliflancc to reafon, which, though it inculcates 
indeed the propriety of protefting ufeful occupations, 
has not of itfelf fufficient influence to enforce the execu- 
tion of its own laws. 

The tribe of mechanics is branched out into as many 
fubdivifions as there arc trades ; no one is allowed to re- 
linquifh the employment of his parents; for this reafon 
induflry and vafl'alagc have ever gone hand in hand, and 
carried the arts to as high a degree of perfedlion as they 
can poflibly attain without the afliflancc of tafle and ima- 
gination, which feldom unfold themfelves but under the 
kind influences of emulation and liberty. 

To this tribe of mechanics, which is infinitely exten- 
five, two kinds of employment belong, remarkable for 
the fingularity of fome of their cufloms. One of them 
is that of the only workmen who are allowed to dig wells 
and ponds. Thefe are the llrongell and moll laborious 
men of the country. Their wives fhare their labours 
with them ; they even eat with them ; a privilege, which, 
throughout all Indoftan, thefe women enjoy only in com- 
mon with the wives of the carriers. 

This laft fet of men, to whom all the bufinefs of car- 
riage belongs, have no fixed refidence, but travel over 
the whole peninfula. Their families and their merchan- 
dife arc carried upon the backs of oxen ; which, whether 
from ufurpation or original right, they feed upon all the 
roads, without paying. One of the mod important em- 
ployments of thole men is to provide fubfiltence for the 
armies. They are fuffered to pafs freely through one 
camp, in order to fupply the wants of another. Thc/r 
perfons, their beafls of burden, and even the provifions 
tliat belong to them, arc all facred. If it were proved 
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that the proviTions they carry were the property of the 
enemy, they would be feized upon; but the reft of the 
convoy would continue its march unmolcfted. 

Befide thefe tribes, there is a fifth, which is the re- 
fufe of all the reft ; the members of it are employed in the 
meaneft offices of fociety : they bury the dead, carry 
away dirt, and live upon the fleni of animals that die na- 
tural deaths. They are prohibited from entering into 
the temples and public markets ; neither are they allow- 
ed the life of the wells that are common to all the inhabit- 
ants. Their dwellings are at the extremity of the towns, 
or confift of folilavy cottages in the country ; and they 
are even forbidden to appear in the ftreets where the bra- 
mins refidc. As all other Indians, they may employ 
ihemfelves in the labours of agriculture, but only for the 
benefit of the other tribes ; for they had never any lands 
of their own, not even upon Icafe. Such is the degree of 
horror they excite, that if by chance they were to touch 
any one not belonging to their tribe, they would be de- 
prived with impunity of a life reckoned too abjed to de- 
ferve the protedion of the laws. 

The fate of thefe unhappy wretches, who are known 
on the coaft of Coromandel by the name of Parias, is 
the fame even in thefe countries where a foreign domi- 
nion has contributed to produce fomc little change in the 
ideas of the people. Their degradation is ftill moi e com- 
plete on the Malabar coaft, which has not been fubdued 
by the Mogul, and where they are called Pouliats. 

Moft of them are employed in the culture of rice. Near 
the fields where they carry on this work, there is a kind 
of hut, into which they retire, when they hear a cry 
which always comes from a dillance, to give them notice 
of fome order from the perfon on whom they depend ; to 
which they anfwcr, without coming out of their retreat. 
They take the fame precautions, whenever they arc' 
warned by a confufed kind of noife of the approach of any 
man whatever. If they have not time to hide themfclves, 
they fall proftrate upon the ground, with their face down- 
wards, with all the marks of humiliation which the fenfe 
of their difgrace can fuggeft. Whenever the harvefts do 
not anfwerto the avidity of an oppreffive mailer, be fome- 
times cruelly fets fire to the huts of thefe unhappy Ja- 
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bourcrs ; and if they attempt toefcape the flames, which 
feldom happens, he fires upon them without mercy. 

The condition of thefe wretched people is horrible in 
every refpedl, even in the manner in which they arc forced 
to provide for the moft urgent wants. In the duGc of the 
evening, they come out from their retreats, in bands 
more or lefs numerous ; they dirc£I their fteps towards 
the market, at a certain diftance from which they begin 
to bellow. The merchants approach, and the Pouliats 
alk for what they want. They are fupplied ; and the 
provifions are laid for them upon the very fpot where the 
money deilined for the payment of them has been previ- 
oufly depofited. When the purchafers can be affured 
that they fhall not be fecn by any one, they come out 
from behind the hedge where they had concealed them- 
felves, and carry away, with precipitation, what they 
have acquired in fo fingular a manner. 

Thefe Pouliats, however, the eternal object of con- 
tempt among the other tribes, liave expelled, as it is faid, 
from among ihemfelves the Pouliches, dill more degraded. 
Thefe lad aie forbidden the ufe of fire ; they are not per- 
mitted to build huts, but are reduced to the ncceldty of 
living in a kind of iied, which they make for themfelves 
in the foreds, and upon the trees. When prefied with, 
hunger, they howl like wild beads, to excite the com- 
palTion of the paflengers. The mod charitable among 
the Indians then depofit fome rice, or other food, at the 
foot of a tree ; and retire witkall polTible hade, to give 
the famifhed wretch an opportunity of taking it without 
meeting with his benefactor, who would think himfelf 
polluted by coming near him. 

This extreme difgracc, into which a condderable part 
of a numerous nation is plunged, has always appeared an 
inexplicable circumdance. Men of the utmod fagacity 
*have never been able to conceive, how a people, humane 
and fenfible, could have brought themfelves to reduce 
their own brethren to fo abjeCt a date. To folvc this dif- 
dculty, let us be permitted to hazard a conjeCiqre. In 
our half barbarous governments, dreadful torments, or an 
ignominious death, are allotted to thofe criminals who 
have didurbed, in a greater or Icfs degree, the peace of 
fociety. May v c not therefore reafonably fuppofe, that,. 
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in the foft climate of India, a more moderate fyflern of 
legiflation may have been fatisfied with excluding from 
their tribes all kinds of malefactors ? This punifhment 
inufl appear to them fufficient to put a ftop to the com- 
miflion of fuch crimes ; and it was certainly the bed 
adapted tg a country where the effufion of blood was al- 
ways forbidden, by religious, as well as moral principles. 
It would certainly have beeii a very proper circumftance, 
if the children had not inherited the infamy of their pa- 
rents ; but there were unfurmountable prejudices, which 
militated againd this re-indatement. There never was an 
ihdance of a family being received again Into a tribe, after 
it had once been expelled from it. 

The Europeans, by living with thefe unhappy people 
upon terms of common humanity, have at length made 
themfelves almod equally the objeCts of detedation among 
the Indians. This detedation prevails, even to this day, 
in the inland parts of the country, where the want of in- 
tercoiufe keeps alive thofe rooted prejudices, which wear 
off gradually near the fea-coads, where the intereds and 
mutual wants of commerce unite men with each other, 
and neceffarily introduce jufter notions of human nature. 

All thefe claffes are for ever feparated fiom each other 
by unfurmountable barriers ; they are not allowed to in- 
termarry, live, or eat together. Whoever tranfgrcffes 
this rule, is baniflied, as a dlfgrace to his tribe. 

One might expcCf that thefe reparations (hould not exid 
in the temples. There wc ought, at lead, to recoiled, 
that dldindions of birth are merely a matter of focial con- 
vention ; and that all men, without exception, are bre- 
thren, and children, of the fame God ; but this is by no 
means the cafe here. Some of the tribes, indeed, draw 
near to the foot of the altars, and are confounded with 
each other ; but the lowed of them feel the humiliating 
date of their condition, even in the pagodas. 

The religious fydem which has given a fandion to the 
fubordination of rank among the Indians, has not had 
i'ufficient influence to prevent them entirely from afpiring 
to th»fe marks of diftindion which are appropriated to 
the fuperior claffes. Ambition, fo natural to mankind, 
has fometimes exerted itfelf, and fingular expedients have 
been tried by men of redlefs fpkit, to fhare with the bra- 
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mins the veneration of the multitude : this has given rife 
to a r^ce of monks, known in India by the name of Jo- 
gueys. 

Men of all the refpcc^able tribes or cafts are permitted 
to follow this clafs of life ; nothing more is required of 
them, than to emulate the bramins in abftradled contem- 
platicm and indolence : but, at the fame time, they are 
obliged to furpafs them in aufterities. Accordingly, the 
fe verities which our mod cnthufiallic monks impofe upon 
themfelves, are not to be compared to the horrible tor- 
ments to which an Indian monk devotes himfelf. The 
Jogucys, bent under the weight of their chains, (Iretched 
upon a dunghill, and extenuated by mortifications, 
watching, and failing, exhibit a fpe(5lacle interefling to 
the multitude. 

Mod of them go about the country, where they receive 
the homage of the people, and even of the great, who, 
either from motives of principle or policy, often defeend 
from their elephants, to prodrate themfelves at the feet 
of thefe difguding mortals. Fruits, flowers, and per- 
fumes are offered to them on all Tides. They demand 
witli haughtinefs what they want, and receive what is pre- 
fented to them as a tribute ; nor does this arrogance ever 
leffen the veneration that is paid to them. The objedl of 
their ambition is to colle<^ materials for planting trees, 
for digging ponds, and for repairing or building pagodas, 

Thofe among them who prefer livingin the woods, are 
vifited in their folitude by numbers of women whofe rank 
is not fufficient to oblige them to lead a reclufe life, and 
efpecially thofe who have no children. They often find 
in their pilgrimage an end to their fferility, which is more 
ignominious in India than anywhere elfe. 

The men of this order, whofe miracles have been mod 
extolled by report, arc drawn towards the cities, where 
they fix their refidence ; but dill they live under tents, or 
in the open air. There it is. that they receive marks of 
refpedt from all quarters, and that they give their advice, 
which is eagerly fought after. They fcarce ever conde- 
feend to vifit even the palaces, where their prefence would 
be edeemed the highed honour. If they fometimes yield to 
the entreaties of fome woman of very confiderablc rank, 
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thfir fandals, which they leave at the door, give notice 
to the hufband that he is not allowed to enter. 

The marvellous of the Indian mythology is lefs agree- 
able and Icfa alluring than that of the Greeks. They have 
a fcape-horfe, analogous to the fcape-goat of the Jews. 
They admit, as we do, good and bad angels. The 
Tord, faith the Shader, formed the refolution of created 
bciogs, who might partake of his glory. He fpokc, and 
angels rofe into exiilence : they fang, in- concert, the 
praifes of their Creator ; and harmony reigned in the cc- 
leftial regions ; when two of thefe fplrits having revolted, 
drew a legion after them. The Supreme Being drove 
them into a place of torment, from whence they were re- 
leafed at the intcrccflion of the faithful angels, upon con- 
ditions which at once infpired them with joy and terror. 
'The rebels were fcntenced, under different forms, to un- 
dergo, in the lowed of the fifteen planets, punidiments 
proportionate to the enormity of their firft offence : ac- 
cordingly, each angel underwent eighty-feven tranfmi- 
grations upon earth, before he animated the body of a 
cow, which liolda the highefl rank among the animal 
tribes. Thefe different tranfmigrations are fo many flakes 
of expiation, preparatory to a date of probation, w^hich 
commences as foon as the angel tranfmigrates from the 
body of the cow into that of a human being : in this fitu- 
ation, the Creator enlarges his intelleclual faculties, and 
con liitutes him a free agent ; and his good or bad con- 
dudl hallens or retards the time of his pardon. The 
good are at their death, re-united to the Supreme Be- 
ing ; and the wicked begin anew the era of their expia- 
tion. 

From this tradition it appears, that the metempfyeho- 
fis is an a(Slual punifhment ; and that the fouls which ani- 
mate the generality of the brute creation, are nothing 
more than wicked fpirits. This explanation is certainly 
not univerfally adopted in India. It was probably in- 
vented by fome devotee of a melancholy and rigid caft ; 
for the do(ffrmc of tire tranfmigration of fouls feems ori- 
ginally to have been founded rather on hope than fear. 

In fa6f, it is natural to fuppofe, that it was only adopt- 
ed at firfl as an idea that flattered and footh.ed mankind, 
and would easily be embraced in a country where men, 
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living under the influence of a delicious climate and a 
mild government, begaato be fenfible of the ftiortnefs of 
life. A fyftem, therefore, which extended it beyond its 
natural limits, could not fail to be well received. It is a 
confolation to an old man, who fees himfelf deferted by 
all that is dear to him, to imagine that his enjoyments 
will dill remain, and that his diffolution only opens a paf- 
fage to another fcene of exidcnce. At the fame time, it 
is equally a matter of confolation to the friends who at- 
tend him in his lad moments, to think, that in leaving 
the world, he does not relinquifh the hopes of ridng once 
more into life. Hence was the rife and progrefs of the 
do6lrine of tranfmigration. Reafon, diflatisfied with this 
illufion, may urge in vain, that, without recolledlion, 
there can be no continuance or identity of being ; and 
that, if a man does not remember that he has exided, he 
is in the fame fituation as if he had never exided before ; 
— Sentiment adopted what reafon difallowed. 

The Shader, no doubt, has given a greater air of fe- 
verity to the do£lrine of the metempfyeholis, with a view 
of making it more indrumental in fupportiog the (ydem 
of morality necedary to be edablifhed. Accordingly, 
upon this idea of tranfmigration confidered in the light of 
a punifhment, the Shader explains the duties which the 
angels were required to perform. The principal ones 
were charity, abdinence from animal food, and a feru- 
pulous adherence to the profeffion of their ancedors. This 
lad mentioned prejudice, ii\ which all thefc people agree, 
Dotwithdanding they differ in their opinions concerning 
its origin, is without example, unlefs it be among the an- 
cient Egyptians, whofc inltitutions, and thofe of the In- 
dians, have certainly fome hidorical relation to each 
other, which is now unknown to us. But though the 
Egyptian laws edablifhed a diftin6tiou of ranks, none 
* W'ere held in contempt : while, on the contrary, the laws 
of Brama, by the introduction, perhaps, of fome abules, 
feem to have condemned one part of the nation to pain 
and infamy. 

It is evident, from the civil code, that the Indians 
were almod as civilized when Brama indituted bis laws, 
as they arc at prefent. Whenever a community begms 
to affume a certain form,, it naturally divides into feveVit 
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clafTes, according to the variety and extent of thofe arts 
that are neccflary to fupply its demands. 

It was doubtlefs the intention of Drama, in confirming 
thefe different profefTions by fan<5Iions in religion, and in 
confining the exercife of them perpetually to the fame fa^ 
milies, to give them a lalling eflablifhment on political 
principles ; but he did not forefee, that, by thefe means, 
he fhould obflrinfl the progrefs of difcoveries, which in 
future might give rife to new occupations. According- 
ly, if we may judge from the fcrupulous attention paid 
by the Indians at this day to the laws of Drama, we may 
af&rm, that induftry has made no advances among this 
people fince the time of this legiflator ; and that they 
were almofl as civilized as they are at prcfent, when they 
firfl received his laws. This remark is fufficient to give 
us an idea of the antiquity of thefe people, who have 
made no improvements in knowledge fince an era which 
feems to be the moft ancient in hiltory. 

Different kinds of food were prefcribcd by Drama for 
thefe refpe^tive tribes. The military, and fome other 
calls, are allowed to eat venifon and mutton ; fome hufi- 
bandmcn and mechanics are indulged in the ufe of fifh ; 
while others live only on milk and vegetables. The brar 
mins eat nothing that has had life. In general thefe peo- 
ple are extremely fober ; but their abftincnce is more or 
lefs rigid, in proportion to the degree of labour their pro- 
feffions require. They arc married in their infancy. 

The extravagant cuftom of’burying the living with the 
dead, has prevailed in the old, as well as in the new he- 
mifphere ; among barbarous and civilized nations, in the 
moil defert, as in the mofl populous regions. Countries 
which never had any communication with each other, 
have equally exhibited this cruel fpe^flacle. Pride, excef- 
five felf-love, and other paflions or vices,, may have led 
men into the fame error in different climates. 

It may, however, be prefumed, that a praftice fo evi- 
dently contrary to reafon, has been chiefly derived from 
the do6lrine of the rcfurredlion of the body, and of a fu- 
ture life. The hope of being ferved in the other world 
by the fame perfons who have obeyed us in this, has been 
the caufe of the Have being facrificed on the tomb of his 
%i&fter, and the wife on the corpfe of her hufband. Ac- 
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cordingly, all the records of this kind bear witnefs, that 
thefc facrifices are moil frequently made upon the aihes 
of princes. 

According to this principle, the Indians ought never 
to have been led aftray by the idea of fuch an extravagant 
cuftom. Their prejudice in favour of the metempfyeho- 
fis, is well known. They have always believed, and pro- 
bably they will ever adhere to the fame perfuafion, that 
the foul, at the diffolution of the body, goes to animate 
another; and that thefe fucceflive and continual tranfmi- 
grations will never ceafe. How is it pofTible, that, with 
fuch a fyftem, it can have been fuppofed, that the afhes 
of a wife would be mixed with thofe of a hnfband, from 
whom file was to be feparated eternally ? This is one of 
thofe numberlefs inconfiftencies which, in all parts of the 
world, degrade the human mind. 

It has been a matter of doubt, upon what principle 
this inftitution has been founded, till our opinions were 
determined upon this point, by the publication of the 
civil code of Indoftan, tranflated from the Shanferit. 

The widows of the Indians, whatever propenfity every 
living creature may have to its own prefervation, refolve 
upon the facrihee of their lives with a degree of boldnefs. 
If they fhould recede from it, they would be degraded, 
covered wnth rags, devoted to the meanefl employments, 
and defpifed by the lowefl of the Haves. Thefe motives 
may poffibly have fome fhare in (Irengthening their refo- 
liition : but they are chiefly urged on to this defperate 
from the fear of leaving an odious memory behind 
them, and of configning to infamy their children, whom 
they love with a degree of tendernefs which our more ob- 
durate hearts have never experienced. 

Thefe horrid feenes arc fortunately becoming every 
day lefs frequent. The Europeans never permit them in 
the territories over which their dominion extends. Some 
Moorifh princes have alfo proferibed them in their pro. 
vinccs. Thofe among them whom the thirfl of gold has 
induced dill to fuffer them, have fet this permifiion at fo 
high a price, that it can fcldom be purchafed. But even 
this difficulty fometimes incrcafes the eagernefs to obtain 
it. There arc women who have been known to devote 
themfelves for a long time to the mod humiliating and 
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hardeft labour, in order to colle^l the fums required for 
this extravagant fuicide. 

A bramin’s widow, young, beautiful, and engaging, 
was defirous of exhibiting this tragic fccnc at Surat ; but 
her felicitations were not complied with. The lady, full 
of indignation, took a handful of burning coals, and, 
feemingly regardlefs of the pain, faid in a firm tone to 
the nabob : Confider not alone the tendernefs of my 

age and of my fex ; fee with what infenfibility I hold 
“ this fire in my hands ; and know, that with equal con- 
“ ftancy I fhall throw myfelf into the flames.’^ 

Truth, falfhood, fhame, and all forts of civil or religi- 
ous prejudices, are therefore capable of exalting the mind 
of man to a contempt of life, the greateft of all blefilngs ; 
of death, the greatefl of all tenors ; and of pain, the 
greated of all evils. Short-fighted legiflators, why have 
ye not difeovered this powerful fpring of a6lion ? Or, if 
ye have known it, why have ye not availed yourfelves of 
it, to attach us to our duties ? What good fathers, what 
obedient children, what true friends, what faithful citi- 
zens would ye not have made of us, by the mere didribu- 
tion of the motives of honour and fhame ? If, in the 
Malabar country, the fear of contempt urges a young 
woman to throw hcrfelf into the flames, in what part of 
the world would not the fame principle induce a mother 
to fuckle her own child, or a wnfe lo be true to her 
hulband ? 

This kind of courage, which is founded on prejudice 
rather than on charaCdcr, is the only one the Indians 
poffefs. In other refpeids, they are of a weak, mild, and 
humane difpofition ; and almod drangers to feveral of the 
paflioiis that prevail among us. What motive of ambi- 
tion, indeed, could there be among men dedined to 
continue always in the fame date ? The condant and 
repeated exercife of the religious ceremonies is tire only 
pleafnre mod of them enjoy. They love peaceable 
labour,, and an indolent life ; and often quote this pailage 
of one of their favourite authors : “ ’Tis better to fit dill 

than to walk; better to fleep than to awake ; but death 
“ is better than all.’’ 

Their conditution, and the exceffive heat of their 
climate, do not, as it has often been faid, redram the 
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impctuofity of their fenfual' appetites, or weaken their 
propenfity to amorous pleafures. The multitude of 
courtezans with which the country abounds, and the 
attention of the parents to marry their children before the 
fexes can have any intercourfe with each otlier, are proofs 
of the violence of their paflions. They are alfo addided 
to avarice, the vice of weak bodies and narrow minds. 

Their arts are of little confequence. If we except their 
cottons, there is nothing that comes from India that has 
either talle or elegance, I'he fciences are Hill more ne- 
glt<5led ; and the knowledge of the moft learned bramins 
does not go beyond the calculation of an eclipfe. Before 
the Tartars had penetrated into this country, there was 
not a Tingle bridge thrown over the rivers, to make them 
pafiable. Nothing can be more wretched than the houfes 
of prayer they have lately built. The ancient pagodas-, it 
is true, allonilli us by their folidity and extent ; but their 
Hrudlure and ornaments are of the word kind. Repre- 
fentations of animals and miracles, coarfely carved in 
brick, cover the outfide, as well as the infide of the walls. 
In the midft of the temple, upon an altar richly ornament- 
ed, Hands a divinity, of a coloffal fizc, which is blacken- 
ed by the fmoke of the lights that are conHantly burning 
round it ; and the front of which is always turned to- 
wards the principal gate, in order that thofc among its 
wovflrlppers to whom the entrance of the fanftuary is for- 
bidden, may have a view of the objedf of their adoration. 
When the people repair to their cxercifes of devotion, they 
are ufhered in by the found of mufic ; and they carry fans, 
for the purpofe of keeping off infedls. The mode of do- 
ing hor»age to the idol, is, by fongs, dances, and offer- 
ings. If the reputation of the divinity be fpread far 
abroad, thoufands of pilgrims, in large caravans, are feen 
flocking in from the moH diflant places ; who, in the 
^ourfe of their journey, arc treated with the moH generous 
hofpitality. Thefe pious fanatics arc never Hopped in 
thefe laborious expeditions, by the neceflity of paying to 
the Mogul government a tribute proportioned to their 
quality. 

The military clafa have chofen to fix their refidence in 
the northern provinces ; and the ptninfiila is chiefly in- 
habited by the inferior tribes. Hence it has happened, 
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that all the powers who have attacked India on the fide 
of the fea, have met with fo little refifiance. It may not 
be improper to remind thofe philofopliers who maintain 
that man is an animal dellined tofubfifi upon the fruits of 
the earth, that the military people who indulge in animal 
food, are more robult, courageous, and animated, and 
live longer than thofe of the other claflfes who feed upon 
vegetables. It mud, however, be acknowledged, that 
the difference between the inhabitants of the north and 
fouth is of too uniform a call to be attributed entirely to 
the particular kind of nourifiiment they ufc. On one 
hand, the cold, the elallicity of the air, lefs fertility, and 
more labour and exercife, with a more varied kind of life; 
all thefe circurndances increafe the appetite and the 
ft rength, excite a fpirit of refoliition and a6tivity, and give 
a firmer tone and a longer power of duration to the organs : 
on the other, the heats of the fouth, together with great 
quantities of fruit, the facility of fubfifting without an ac- 
tive life, a condant perfpiration, a more free and lavidi 
ufe of the means conducive to population, more indul- 
gence in effeminate pleafures, and a fedentary and uniform 
courfe of exiftcncc ; thefe fcveral circurndances, while 
they increafe the number of births, occafion a fpeedier 
diffolutioii. Upon the whole, it ftiould feem, that, though 
man was not by nature formed to con fume the flefti of 
animals, he is endued with a power of accommodating 
himfelf to the various modes of life that prevail in every 
different climate ; he therefore feeds upon the fpoils of 
the chace, upon the produce of the waters, or upon the 
fruits of the earth ; and becomes either a fhepherd or a 
hufbandmau, according to the fertility or barrennefs of 
the foil he inhabits. 

The religion of Brama, though fimple in its origin, is 
divided into eighty-three fecfls, which agree in fome fun- 
damental points, and have no difputes about the reft : 
they live in amity with men of all profefiions, becanfc 
their own does not oblige them to make profelytes. The 
Indians fcldom admit ffrangers to their worlhip, and al- 
ways with extreme relu<^fancc. This was, in fome mea- 
fure, the fpirit of the ancient fapcrllkions, as appears 
from the example of the Egyptians, the Jews, the Greeks, 
and the Romans : and though it has oceafioned lefs rava • 
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ges than the zeal of making converts, yet ftill it prevents 
the intercourfe of fociety, and raifee an additional barrier 
between one people and another. 

When we confider how bounteoufly nature has provid- 
ed for the happinefs of thefe fertile countries, where 
every want is eafily fupplied, and where the compaffionate 
call and moral fyftem of the natives render them equally 
averfe from pcrfecution and the fpirit of conquell, we 
cannot help lamenting that a barbarous inequality Ihould 
have didinguilhed one part of the nation by power and 
privileges, while wretchednefs and infamy are allotted to 
the red of the inhabitants. What can be the caufe of this 
llrange abufe of reafon ? It mud doubtlefs be traced to 
that principle which has been the condant fource of all 
the calamities that have befallen the inhabitants of this 
globe. 

We need only fuppofe, that a powerful people, with 
few^ lights to direct them, adopt an original error, which 
ignorance brings into credit : this error foon becomes ge- 
neral, and is made the bads of an entire fydem of poli- 
tics and morality ; and men foon begin to find that their 
mod innocent propenfities arc in oppoiltion with their du- 
ties. In order to conform to this new plan of morality, 
perpetual violence mud be offered to the plan of nature. 
"I'his continual druggie will introduce a mod amazing 
contrariety into their manners ; and the nation will be 
compofed of a fet of wretches, who will pafs their lives 
in mutually tormenting each other, and acotifing nature. 
Such is the picture of all the people upon earth, excepting 
perhaps, a few focieties of lavages. Abfurd prejudices 
have perverted human reafon, and even dlded that in- 
dinQ which teaches animals to refill opprefiion and ty- 
ranny. Multitudes of the huruan race really believe 
' themfelves to be the property of a fmall number of men 
who opprefs them. 

Such is the fatal progrefs of that original error which 
impodurc has either produced or kept up in the mind of 
man. May true knowledge revive ihofe rights of rcafon- 
able beings, which to be recovered, need only to be felt ! 
Sages of the earth, philofophers of every nation, it is 
yours alone to make laws, by pointing out thefe rights to 
your fellow-citizens. Take the glorious refolution to in- 
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{Iru6: your fellow-creatures* and be alTured, that if truth 
is longer in diffufing and eflablilhing itfelf than error, yet 
its empire is more folid and lading. Error paficth away, 
but truth remains. Mankind, allured by the expedation 
of happinefs, the road to which you will fhow them, will 
lillen to you with attention. Excite a fenfe of fliame in 
the breads of thofe numerous hireling (laves, who are al- 
ways ready, at the command of their maders, to deftroy 
their fellow-citizens. Roufe all the powers of human na- 
ture to oppofe this fubverfion of focial laws. Teach 
mankind that liberty is the inllitution of God ; authority 
that of man. Expofe thofe myfterious arts which hold 
the world in chains and darknefs : let the people be fenfi- 
ble how far their credulity has been impofed upon ; let 
them re-affume, with one accord, the ufe of their facul- 
ties, and vindicate the honour of the human race. 

Befide the natives, the Portuguefe found Mohammedans 
in India, fome of whom came from the borders of Africa. 
Mod of them were defeendents of the Arabs, who had 
cither fettled here, or made incurfions. They had pofTef- 
fed themfclves of all the countries as fai as the Indus, by 
the force of arms. The moft enterprifing among them 
had afterwards pafTed this river, and penetrated by de- 
grees as far as the extremities of the eafti On this im- 
menfe continent they became the factors of Arabia and 
Egypt, and w^cre treated with diftinguilhcd refpe6i: by all 
the fovereigns who wi/hed to keep up an intercourfe with 
thefe countries. Here they multiplied exceedingly ; for 
as their religion allowed polygamy, they married in every 
place where they made any (lay. 

Their fuccefs w^as (llll more rapid and lading in the 
iflands that lie fcattcred in this ocean. The want of com- 
merce procured them the bell reception both from princes 
and their fubjedls. They foon rofe to the higheft digni- 
ties in thefe petty dates, and became the arbiters of 
government. They took advantage of the fiiperiority of 
their knowledge, and the fupport they received from 
their country, to eftablifh an univerfal dominion. The 
defpots and their vafTals, in order to ingratiate themfelves 
with them, abandoned a religion to which they had no 
great attachment, for new opinions which were to pro- 
cure them fome advantages. This facrifice was the Icfs 



Book I. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 69 

difficult for them, as the preachers of the Koran made no 
fcruple of mixing ancient fuperllitions among thofe they 
wiflied to ellablilh. 

Thefe Mohammedan Arabs, who were apoflles and 
merchants at the fame time, had already propagated 
their religion by purchafing a great number of Haves, to 
whom, after they had been circumcifed and inftrin^ed in 
their dodliine, they gave their freedom ; but as a certain 
pride prevented them from mixing their blood with that 
of thefe freedmen, the latter have in procefs of time be- 
come a diftinft people, inhabiting the coail of the Indian 
peninfula from Goa to Madrafs. They underiland neither 
the Perfian, the Arabian, nor tlic Moorilh language, and 
confine themfclves to that of the countries in which they 
live. Their religion is a fpecies of Mohammedanifm ex- 
tremely corrupted by Indian fuperftitions. On the coafh 
of Coromandel, where they are known by the name of 
Coolies, they are brokers, fecrctaries, merchants, and 
Tailors ; and on the Malabar coail, where they are called 
Pooliahs, they cxercife the fame profeffions, though with 
lefs credit ; for their avaricious, falfc, and fanguinary 
charaders occafion a general miflruft. 


Indostan, whichhas fince been almoil ^ondud. of the 

entirely reduced by war under a foreign nY ^ 

1 ^ • 1 r -D r Malabar coa/h 

yoke, was, at the arrival or the Portu- 

guefe, divided between the kings of Cambaya, Delhi, 
Bifnagar, Narzingua, and Calicut, each of which reck- 
oned feveral forcreigns, more or lefs powerful, among 
their tributaries. The lad of thefe monarchs, who is bet- 
ter known by the name of Zamorin, which anfwcrs to 
that of emperor, than by the name of his capital city, 
pofTefled the mod maritime dates, and his empire extend- 
ed over all the Malabar. 

• There is an ancient tradition, that when the Arabs 
began to edablifh themfelvcs in India in the eight centu- 
ry, the king of Malabar was fo highly pleafed with their 
religion, that he not only embraced the Mohammiedati 
faith, but alfo refolved to end his days at Mecca. Cali- 
cut, the place where he embarked, at traded fo much the 
notice and refped of the Moors, that they iiifenfibly ac- 
quired the habit of carrying their ffiips there. This port. 
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however inconvenient and dangerous it was, became, from 
the mere effect of this fuperllition, the richeft ftaple of 
thefc countries.^ Precious ftoncs, pearls, amber, ivory, 
china-ware, gold and filver, filks and cottons, indigo, 
fugar, fpices, valuable woods, perfumes, beautiful var- 
nifhes, and whatever adds to the luxuries of life, were 
brought there from all parts of the call. Some of thefe 
rich commodities came by fea ; but as navigation was 
neither fo fafe, nor purfued with fo much fpirit as it hath 
been fmee, a great part of them was conveyed by land on 
the backs of oxen and elephants. 

Gama, informed of thefe particulars at Melinda, 
where he touched, took an able pilot from thence to con- 
duct him to that port in which commerce was the moll 
flourifhing. Here he fortunately met with a Moor of 
Tunis, who underllood the Portuguefe language, and who 
having been an aftonifhed witnefs of the exploits of thefe 
people on the coaft of Barbary, had conceived an attach- 
ment for them, which rofe fuperior to his prejudices. 
This predilection engaged the Moor to exert himfelf to 
the utmoft of Ids power in the fervice of thefe people, 
who placed an implicit confidence in him. He procured 
Gama an audience of the zamorin, who propofed an al- 
liance and a treaty of commerce with the king his maf- 
ter. This was upon the point of being concluded, when 
the muflelmcn found means to excite fufpicions againft a 
rival power, whofe courage, aClivity, and knowledge they 
dreaded. The reports they made to him of the ambition 
and rellltfs fpirit of the Portuguefe, made fuch an impref- 
fion on the mind of the prince, that he refolved to de- 
ftroy thofe adventtirers to whom he had juft before given 
fo favourable a reception. 

Gama, apprized of this change by his faithful guide, 
Jent his brother back to the fleet, with the following in- 
ftruClions: If you Ihould hear that I am thrown into pid- 

“ fon, or put to death, I forbid you, as your comman- 
“ dcr, either to come to my affiftance, or avenge my 
<< death ; fet fail immediately, and inform the king of 
‘‘ the particulars of our voyage.^' 

Fortunately the Portuguefe were not reduced to thefe 
extremities. The zamorin, however dellrous, did not 
dare to carry his defign into execution ; and the admiral 

4 



Bookl. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. Jl 

was allowed to return to his fleet. After making fome 
well-timed reprifals, which procured a rcflitution of the 
merchandifc and of the hoftagcs he had left in Calicut, he 
failed for Europe. 

It is impoflible to defcribe the joy that prevailed at 
Lilbon on his return. The inhabitants beheld themfclves 
on the point of ellablifhing the richeft commerce in the 
world, and being as much addi^fed to fuperftition as to 
avarice, flattered themfelvcs at the fame time that they 
fhould propagate their religion, either by perfuafion, or 
by the force of arms. The popes, who omitted no oppor- 
tunity of confirming their opinion of their fupreme autho- 
rity upon earth, gave the Portuguefe all the coafts they 
fhould 'difcover in the eaft, and infpired this little Hate 
with all the folly of conqucft. 

Numbers were eager to embark on board the new fleet 
that was fitted out for the expedition to India. Thirteen 
vefTels that failed from the Tagus, under the copimand 
of Alvares Cabral, arrived at Calicut, and reflored fomc 
of the zamorirds fubje(fl:s, whom Gama bad carried away 
with him. Thefe Indians fpoke in the mofl; favourable 
terms of the treatment they had received ; but it was a 
long time before the zamorin was reconciled to the Por- 
tuguefe ; the Moorifli party prevailed, and the people of 
Calicut, feduced by their intrigues, maffacred fifty of the 
adventurers. Cabral, in revenge, burnt all the Arabian 
vefTels in the harbour, cannonaded the town, and then 
tailed firfl to Cochin, and afterwards to Cananor, 

The kings of both thefe towns gave him fpices, offered 
him gold and filver, and propofed an alliance with him 
againfl the zamorin, to whom they were tributaries. The 
kings of Onor, Culan, and feveral other princes made the 
fame overtures ; flattering themfelves that they fhould all 
^be relieved from the tribute they paid to the zamorin, 
th^t they fhould extend the frontiers of their dominions, 
and fee their harbours crowded with the fpoils of Afia. 
This general infatuation procured to the Portuguefe fo 
great an afeendant over the whole country of Malabar, 
that wherever they appeared they gave the^ law. No 
fovereign was fufferedto enter into an alliance with them, 
unlefs he would acknowledge himfelf dependent on the 
court of Lifbon, give leave that a citadel fhould be built 
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in his capital, and fell his merchandife at the price fixed 
by the buyer. The foreign merchant was obliged to wait 
till the Portuguefe had completed their lading ; and 
no perfon was fufFercd to navigate thefe feas without pro- 
ducing paflports from them. The wars in which they 
were unavoidably engaged, gave little interruption to 
their trade ; with a fmall number of men they defeated 
numerous armies ; their enemies met with them every 
where, and always fled before them ; and, in a fhort time, 
the (hips of the Moors, of the zamorin and his depend- 
ants, no longer dared to make their appearance. 

The Portuguefe, thus become the conquerors of the 
eaft, were perpetually fending rich cargoes to their own 
country, wliich refounded with the fame of their exploits. 
Tlie port of Lilhon gradually became the refort of all the 
traders in Europe, and the grand mart of Indian com- 
modities ; for the Portuguefe, who brought them imme- 
diately from India, fold them at a lower rate than the 
merchants of other nations. 

To fecure and extend thefe advantages, it became ne- 
ceffary to call in the aid of refledion, to corred and 
firengthen what had hitherto been the offspring of 
chance, of a fingular intrepidity, and a happy concur- 
rence of circumfiances. It was neceffary to eltablilh a 
fyftem of power and commerce, which at the fame time 
that it was extenfive enough to take in all objeds, (hould 
be fo well conneded, that all the parts of the grand edifice 
intended to be raifed, fhould mutually ilrcngthen each 
other. Notwithftanding the information the court of 
Lifbon had received from the accounts tranfmitted from 
India, and the teftimony of thofe who had hithdto been 
intrufted with the management of itsinterells in that quar- 
ter ; it wifely repofed all its confidence in Alphonfo Al- 
buquerque, the mod difeerning of all the Portuguefe who, 
had vifited Afia. ^ 

The new viceroy acquitted himfelf beyond expedation: 
he found it neceffary that Portugal fhould have a fettle- 
ment which might eafily be defended, where there was a 
good harbour and a wholcfomc air, and where the Por- 
tuguefe might refrefh themfelves, after the fatigues of 
their paffage from Europe. With this view he caff his 
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eyes upon Goa, which he forefaw would be an important 
acquifuion to Lisbon. , _ 

Goa, which rifes in the form of an Conquejl of Goa 
amphitheatre, is fituated near the mid- hy the Portuguefe. 
die of the coaft of Malabar, upon an 
ifland feparated from the continent by the two branches 
of a river, which ifTuing from the Balagate mountains, 
falls into the fea at the diftance of three leagues from the 
city, after having formed under its walls one of the fineft 
harbours in the world. Numerous canals formed entirely 
by the hand of nature, thick woods with very good roads 
through them, meadows enamelled with an infinite variety 
of flowers, villas in the moil pleafing fituations ; all con- 
tribute to render this a delightful iiland, the circumfer- 
ence of which may be about ten leagues ; and the land 
exhibits an agreeable variety of valleys and rifing grounds. 
Before the entrance into the road, we obferve the two 
peninfulas of Salfette and Barda, which ferve the double 
piirpofes of defence and flielter t;o the city. They are 
guarded by forts lined with artillery, where all fliips are 
obliged to flop before they come to an anchor in die har- 
bour. 

Goa, though not fo confiderable at that time as it has 
been fince, was looked upon as the moil advantageous poll 
in India. It belonged to the king of the Decan ; but 
Idalcan, who was. intruded with the government of it, 
had ailumed an independency, and endeavoured to extend 
his power in Malabar. While this ufurper was purfuing 
his fehemes on the continent, Albuquerque appeared be- 
fore the ^ates of Goa, took the city by florm, and ac- 
quired this valuable advantage with very little lofs. 

Idalcan, informed of the lofs he had fultained, did not 
hefitate a moment what meafures he fhould take. In con- 
^undlion even with the Indians, his enemies, who were 
almoft as much interelled in this matter as himfelf, he 
marchcil towards the capital, with a degree of expedition 
never before knovVn in that country. The Portuguefe 
having no firm footing there, and finding themfelves una- 
ble to preferve their conqueft, retreated to *their fhips, 
which kept their flation in the harbour, and fent to Co- 
chin for a reinforcement. While they were waitinsf for 
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It, their provifions failed. Jdalcan offered them a fupply, 
giving them to undcrftancl, tliat he chofe to conquer 
“ by arms, and not by famine/' It was cUftomary at 
that time, in the Indian wars, for the armies to fulFerpro- 
vihons to be carried to their enemies. Albuquerque re- 
jeded the offer made him, with this reply, that he 
would receive no prefents from Idalcan till they were 
friends." The fuccour he hourly expeded never ar- 
rived.* 

This difappointment determined him to retreat, and to 
pohpone the execution of his darling projed to a more 
favourable opportunity, which prtfented itfelf a few 
months after. Idalcan being obliged to take the field 
again to preferve his dominions from ^bfolute deftrudion, 
Albuquerque made a fudden attack upon Goa, which he 
carried by ftorm, and fortified himfelf in the place. As 
the harbour of Calicut was good for nothing, and ceafed 
to be frequented by the Arabian veffels, all its trade and 
riches were transferred to this city, which became the rne- 
tropolis of all the Portuguefe fettlements in India. 

The natives of the country were too weak, too difpi- 
rited, and too much at variance, to put a flop to the fuc- 
cefs of this enterprifing nation. Nothing remained to be 
done but to guard againll the Egyptians ; nor was the 
leafl precaution either omitted or nvgleded. 

Egypt, which is cpnfidered as the 
parent of all hillorical antiquities, the 
lource of policy, and the nurfery of 
arts and fcienccs, after having remain- 
ed for ages in a flate of feparation from 
the reft of the world, who were held in 
contempt by this^ wife country, under- 
ftood and pradlifed navigation. The 
inhabitants had long iiegle6led the 
Mediterranean, where they did not certainly expedl any 
great advantages, and directed their courfe towards the 
Indian Ocean, w^hich was the true channel of wealth. 

Struck with the fituation of this country between two 
feas, one of which opens the road to the eaft, and the 
other to the w^eft, Alexander formed the defign of fixing 
the feat of his empire in Egypt, and of making it the 
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centime of trade to the whole world. This prince who had 
rnorc difcernment than any other conqueror, faw that if 
it were poiBble to form an union between his prefenr and 
future acquifitions, he tnuft make choice of a country 
wJiiciS^ nature feems to have placed, as it were, in con- 
ta6i: with Africa and Afia, to connecfl; them with 
Europe. The premature death of the greateft comman- 
der that hiftciy and fable have held up to the admiration 
of mankind, would for ever have annihilated thefe vail 
projeds, had they not been in part piirfued by Ptolemy, 
one of his lieutenants, who, upon the divifion of the moll 
magnificent fpoil ever known, claimed Egypt for his 
fliare. 

In the reign of this new fovereign and his immediate 
fucceffors, commerce made prodigious improyements. 
Alexandria was the mart of the merchandife that came 
from India, and the port of Berenice on the Red fea 
was put into a fiatc fit to receive them. In order to fa- 
cilitate the communication between the two cities, a ca- 
nal was digged, which iffued from one of the branches of 
the Nile, and difeharged itfelf into the Arabian Gulf. 
By the fleilful management of feveral llreams, and by a 
great number of flukes conflruded with ingenuity, the 
canal was extended to the length of fifty leagues ; its 
breadth was five and twenty toifes, and its depth was 
made fuificient for the fliips it was intended to bear. 
This magnificent work, for fome philofophicAl rcafons, 
the detail of which would take up too much of our time, 
was not attended with thofe advantages that were expect- 
ed from it ; fo that it fell to ruin imperceptibly. 

The government attempted, by every poflible means, 
to fupply the want of it. In the midft of thofe barren 
and parched -up deferts through which it was ncceflary to 
pafs, different inns were cltablifhed, and repolitorics' of 
vfater formed, where the travellers with their caravans re- 
frefhed themfelves and their camels. 

A writer, who has entered deeply into this fubjecl, 
and whofe accounts we follow, tells us, that fome of the 
numerous veffel^ that were built in confequence of thefe 
connexions, traded only in the gulf with the Arabians 
and Ahyffinians. Among thofe which ventured out into 
the main ocean, fome failed fouthvvard to the right along 
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the eaftern coaftsof Afnca, as far as the ifland of Mada- 
gafcar ; while others, fleering to the left towards the Per- 
iian Gulf, went even as far as the Euphrates, to trade 
with the people on its banks, particularly with the 
Greeks, whom Alexander had brought there with him in 
his expeditions. Others, grown Hill more eiiterprifing 
from the hopes of gain, penetrated as far as the mouths 
of the Indus, traverfed the coaft of Malabar, and touch- 
ed at the ifland of Ceylon, known to the ancients by the 
name of Taprobane. A very fmall number pafled through 
the Coromandel to go up the river Ganges, as far as Po- 
lybotra, a town the moil celebrated in India on account 
of its riches. Thus induftry proceeded by gradual ad- 
vances, from one river or coaft to another, to appropriate 
the produdtions of thofe countries that abound mofl in 
fruits, flowers, perfumes, precious ftoncs, and all the de- 
licacies of voluptuous luxury. 

The boats made life of in thefe expeditions were long 
and flat, not unlike thofe that are fecn upon the Nile. 
Before the invention of the compafs, in confequencc of 
which larger velfels, carrying more fail, were fitted out 
for the main ocean, it was neceffary to row clofe to the 
fhore, and to follow the windings of the coaft from one 
point of land to another. The Tides of the fhips were 
alfo made lefs, in order to weaken the power of the wind 
over them : and the fhips were more fhallow, left they 
fhould ftrike againft rocks, fands, or ftiallows. Thus a 
voyage, not fo long by one-third as thofe which are now 
performed in lefs than fix months, fometimes lafted five 
years or more. The deficiency of the fhips in fize, was 
then fupplied by numbers ; and the difadvantagcs of flow 
failing were compenfated by the frequent fleets that were 
fitted out. 

The Egyptians exported to India the fame articles that 
have been carried there ever fince, to wit, woollen raantl- 
failures, iron, lead, copper, fome fmall pieces of work- 
manfliip in glafs and filver, in exchange for ivory, ebony, 
tortoife-fhell, white and printed linens, filks, pearls, pre- 
cioua ftones, cinnamon, fpices, and particularly frankin- 
cenfe ; which was a perfume the moft in efteem, from its 
being ufed in divine worfhip, and contributing to the gra- 
tification of princes. It fold at fo high a price, that the 
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merchants adulterated under pretence of improving it. 
So apprehenfive is avarice of being defrauded by pover- 
ty, that the workmen wbo were employed in making it 
were naked, having only a girdle about their loins, the 
ends of which were fealed by the proprietor of the manu- 
fadlure. 

All the feafaring and trading nations in the Mediter- 
ranean reforted to the ports of Egypt to purchafe the 
produdlionsof India. When Carthage and Corinth became 
the. victims of the vices introduced by their opulence, the 
Egyptians were themfelves obliged to export the riches 
with which thefe cities formerly loaded their own veffels. 
As their maritime power increafed, they extended their 
navigation as far as Cadiz, They could fcarcely fupply 
the demands of Rome, the luxury of which kept pace 
with its conquefts 5 at the fame time that the Egyptians 
themfelves were arrived at fuch a pitch of extravagance, 
that the accounts given of it have the air of romance, 
Cleopatra, with whom their empire and hiftory expired, 
was as profufe as fhe was libidinous. But notwithlland- 
ing thefe incredible expenccs, the advantages they deriv- 
ed from the Indian trade were fo great, that, after they 
were fubdued and plundered, lands, provifions, and mer- 
chandife, bore double the price at Rome. If Pliny may 
be credited, the conqueror, by reinflating the conquered 
in this fource of opulence, which was calculated rather to 
flatter their vanity than to aggrandife their power, gained 
twenty thoufand per cent. Though it be evident that 
this calculation is exaggerated, we may from thence form 
a conje^fure of the profits that mull have been gained in 
thofe diftant ages, when the Indians were not fo well ac- 
quainted with their own intereft. 

While the Romans had virtue enough to preferve the 
power acquired by their anctftors, Egypt contributed 
, greatly to fupport the dignity of the empire by the rich- 
es it poured into it from India. But the fullnefs of lux- 
ury, like the corpulency of the body, is a fymptom of 
approaching decay. This vaH empire funk under its ewn 
weight, and, like levers of wood or metal, whofe excef- 
fivc length contributes to their weaknefs, it broke, and 
was divided into two iinmenfe parts. 

Egypt was annexed to tbeeaftern empire, which lifted 
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longer than. the weftern, becaufe it was not attacked fo 
early, or with fo much vigour. If liches could have fup- 
plied the place of courage, its fituation and rcfouiceg 
would even have jnade it invincible. But the inhabitants 
of this empire had nothing except llratagcm to op- 
pofe againfl an enemy, who, to the enthufiafm of a new 
religion, joined all tlie llrength of an uncivilized people. 
A torment, the fvveil of which was thus incteafrng from 
the ravages it made, was not to be flopped by fo flight a 
barrier. In the ftventh centu.ry it fvvept away fcveral 
provinces, and Egypt among the reft ; which, after hav- 
ing been one of the principal empires of antiquity, and 
the model of all modern monarchies, was at length def- 
tlned to fink into that ftate of languor and oblivion, in 
which it remains to this day. 

The Greeks comforted themfelves under this misfor- 
tune, on finding that the wars of the Saracens had di- 
verted the ftream of the Indian commerce from Alexan- 
dria to Conftantinople, by t^o channels already well 
known. One^of thefe was the Eiixine or Black fca, 
where it was ufual to embark to go up the Phafis 5 at firft 
upon large vefTels, and afterwards upon finaller ones, 
which failed as far as Serapanna 5 from whence, in four 
or five days, the merchants conveyed their commodities 
by land-carriage to the river Cyrus, which falls into the 
Cafpian fea. Having crofied this tempelluous ocean, 
they arrived at the mouth of the Oxus, which extended 
almoft as far as the fource of the Indus, and from whence 
they returned the fame way, laden wuth the treafures of 
Alia. Such was one of the means of communication be- 
tween this continent, always naturally rich, and that of 
Europe, which wa^ tlien poor, and ravaged by its own 
inhabitants. 

The other channel of communication was more fimple. 
The Indian veflels, failing from different coafts, paffed the 
Pcrfian Gulf, and depofited their cargoes on the banks of 
the Euphrates, from whence they Were carried in a day 
or two to Palmyra, and were fent off to the coaffs of Sy- 
ria from that city ; which undoubtedly owed its origin to 
the idea of its ferving Tor that kind of ftaple, ellablifhed 
in one of thofe very uncommon parts of Arabia, wheiJe 
trees, water, and a foil fufccptlblc of cultivation, are tc| 
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be found. This city, though lituated between the two 
great empires of the Romans and Parthians, was ftill for 
a long time allowed to remain neuter. It was at length 
fubdued by Trajan, who did not withdraw any of its 
riches from it. It was even during the*courfe of tlie hun- 
dred and fifty years of its being a Roman colony, that 
thofe temples, porticos, and palaces, were vaifed wnihin 
its walls, after the model of the Greek architedlure ; and 
the ruins of which, fo accurately delineated, have lately 
excited fo much of our admiration and ailonifhment. 
The profperities of this celebrated city became fatal to 
it, fincc they determined the (^ueen to attempt to throw 
off an allegiance which was not opprefTive : it was utterly 
ruined by Aurelian. Tins emperor, it is true, afterwards 
permitted a few citizens, w'iio had furvived the calamities 
of their country, to reftore it, and to live there : but it is 
a more eafy matter to deftroy than to rebuild. This feat 
of commerce, of arts, and of the grandeur of Zenobia, 
became gradually an obfeure place, a fortrefs of little con- 
fequence, and at length a mlfcrable village, confifting of 
thirty or forty huts, built in the fpacious circuit of a pu- 
blic edilice formerly of great magnificence. 

Palmyra being deftroyed, the caravans, after fomc fluc- 
tuations, conftantly took, the road of Aleppo 5 which, 
by means of the harbour of Alexandretta, turned the 
current of wealth to Conftantinoplc, that was at length 
become the general mart of all the pmdudions of India. 

This Angle advantage might have retarded the fall of 
the empire, and, perhaps, have reftored it to its ancient 
grandeur ; but that grandeur had been acquired by arms, 
by virtues, and by frugal manners ; and it was now defti- 
tute of all thofe means of maintaining its prolperity. 
The Greeks, corrupted by the prodigious acceflion of 
wealth, which an exclufivc commerce poured in upon 
•them almoft without any efforts or adlivity of their own, 
abandoned themfelvcs to that indolent and effeminate way 
of life, which is infallibly brought on by luxury ; they 
gave up their time to the frivolous pleafures of the brib 
iiant and voluptuous arts, and to futile, obfeure, and fo- 
phiitical difquifitions on matters of tafle and fentiment, 
and even of religion and politics, d hey could fuffer them-, 
felvcs to be oppreffed, but knew not how to affert tlieii 
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right to be properly governed ; and alternately . made 
. their court to tyrants by the moft abjedt adulation, or ir- 
ritated them by a faint rehftancc. When the emperors 
had bought thefe people, they fold them to all the mono- 
polizers who aimed at enriching themfelves by the ruin 
of the Hate. The government, ftill more corrupted than 
its fubjecls, fuffered its navy to decay, and placed its 
whole dependence on the treaties it entered into with the 
llran^ers, whofe (hips frequented its ports. The Italians 
had infenhbly engroffed the carrying trade, which the 
Greeks had for a long time kept in their own hands. This 
branch of bufinefs, which confifts, more in a6livity than 
profit, was doubly ufeful to a trading nation, whofe chief 
riches arife from maintaining their vigour by labour. In- 
dolence hadened the deflru(5lion of Conflantinople, which 
was prefied and furrounded on all fides by the conquefts 
of the Turks. The Genoefe fell into the precipice. which 
their perfidy and avarice had digged for them. Moham- 
med the Second drove them from CafFa, to which place 
they had, of late ycafs, drawn the greatell part of the 
Afiatic trade. 

The Venetians did not wait for this event to give them 
an opportunity of reviving their connedfions with Egypt, 
They had experienced more indulgence than they expell- 
ed from a government eftablifhed fince the lafl crufades, 
and nearly refembling that of Algiers. The Mamme- 
lucs, who at the time of thefe wars had taken poflcllion 
of a throne of which they had hitherto been the fupport, 
were, for the moft part, flaves brought from Circaffia in 
their infancy, and trained up early to a military life, 
'^J''he fupremc authority was veiled in a chief and a coun- 
cil compofed of four-and' twenty principal perfons. 'This 
military corps, wlilch cafe would unavoidably have ener- 
vated, was recruited every year by a multitude of bold 
adventurers, who flocked from all parts, with a view of 
making their fortune. Thefe greedy people were pre- 
vailed upon, by a fum of money and promifes, to confent 
that their country fhould be made the mart of Indian 
mcrchandife ; and were thus bribed into.a meafure, which 
the political intereft of their ftate would always have re- 
quired them to adopt. The inhabitants of Pifa and Flo- 
rence, of Catalonia and Genoa, received fomc benefit 
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from ihit change ; but it was of fignal advantage to tl>c 
Venetians, by whofe management it was effe^led. Af- 
fairs were in this fituation when the Portuguefe made their 
appearance in India. 

This great event, and the confequences that immediate- 
ly followed it, occaiioned much uneafinefs at Venice. 
This republic, fo celebrated for its wifdom, had lately 
been difeoheerted by a league which it could not oppofe, 
and which it certainly had no reafon to forefee. Several 
princes, of different interefts, who were rivals in power, 
and had pretenfions of an oppolite nature, united, in de- 
fiance of all the rules of jiillice and policy, to dellroy a 
Hate which had not given the Icaft umbrage to any of 
them ; and even Lewis the Xll, who, of all thefe prin- 
ces, was the moft interelled in the prefervation of Venice, 
brought it to the brink of ruin by the victory of Aigna- 
delle. The quarrels which muft neceffarily arife among 
fuch allies, joined to the prudence of the republic, faved 
it from this danger, which, though more imminent in ap- 
pearance, was, in fa£l, not fo great nor fo immediate, as 
that it was now expoftd to by the difeovery of a paffage 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope. 

Venice foon perceived that her commerce, and confe- 
qucntly her power, was on the point of being transferred 
to the Portuguefe. Every expedient was tried that an 
able adniinift ration could fuggeft. Some of the fkilful 
emiffaries, which the flate took care to retain and employ 
dexteroufly in ail places, perfuaded the Arabs fettled in 
their country, and thofe that were difperfed over India, 
or the eaftern coaft of Africa, that, as their interell was 
equally concerned with that of Venice, they ought to 
unite with her againfl a nation which had made itfelf niif- 
' trefs of the common fource of their riches. 

The rumour of this league reached the fultan of 
* Egyptj whofe attention was already awakened by 
the misfortune he felt, as w^ell as thofe he fore- 
faw. The cuftoms, which conllituted a principal branch 
of hi3 revenue, and by which five per cent was 
levied on the importation and ten on the exportation 
of Indian goods, began to bring. in little or nothing. 
The frequent bankruptcies, which Were the neceffacy 
coafcqucncc of the embarafTment of affairs, exafperated 
mens minds againit the gcveriimeiit, which is always re- 
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fponfible to the* people for the calamities they endure. 
The militia, which was ill paid, fearing that their fubfift.- 
ence would be ftill more precarious, railed mutinies, which 
are more to be dreaded in the decline of a Hate, than in 
the time of its profperity. Egypt was equally ^ fufferer 
by the trade which the Portuguefe themfelves carried on, 
as by the interruption which its own commerce experien- 
ced from their adis of violence. 

The Egyptians might have extricated themfelves from 
thefe misfortunes by fitting out a fleet ; but the Red lea 
afforded no materials for this purpofe. The Venetians re- 
moved this obftacle, by fending wood and other materials 
to Alexandria, which were conveyed by the Nile to Cai- 
ro, from whence they were carried by camels to Suez. In 
the year 1508, four large veffels, one galleon, two gal- 
leys, and three galliots, were difpatched from this cele- 
brated port to India. 

The Portuguefe The Portuguefe, who forefaw this 
make themfehes confederacy, had, the preceding year, 
mq/lers of the laid a fcheme to prevent it, by making 
Red fea, themfelves mailers of the Red fea. 

They were certain, that, with this ad- 
vantage, they fhould have nothing to fear from this con- 
nedlion, nor from the combined forces of Egypt and A- 
rabia. With. this view, they formed a plan to feize upon 
the ifland of Socotova, which is fituated at the dillance 
of a hundred and eighty leagues from the Straits of Ba- 
belmandel,' which are formed by Cape Guardafeu on the 
African fide, and by Cape Fartack on the fide of Ara- 
bia. 

Another advantage was to arife to them from this con- 
queft, that of being pofTefled of the moil perfcdl aloes 
that have ever been known. 

The pkmt which produces this juice, and gives it its 
name, is furnifhed with a number of thick leaves ; from 
the midil of which there iffues a very beautiful cluftcr of 
red flowers. Thefe leaves are gathered, and the fluid 
they contain is extraded by a flight degree of prefTurc. 
This fluid being cleanfed of its grofler particles, and in- 
fpiflated by the heat of the fun, form the fuccotrine aloes 
^hich 18 e^ily diflinguifhed from the other kinds, by its 
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yellow colour, its brightneft, its tranfparencyj its powerful 
fmell, and its bitter and aromatic tafte. 

Trillatr d’Acunha failed from Portugal with a confi- 
dcrable armament, to attack this illaud. Upon hia land- 
ing, he was oppofed by Ibrahim, fon of the king of the 
people of Fartack, who was fovcreign of part or Arabia 
and Socotora. This young prince was killed in the en- 
gagement ; the Portuguefe befieged the only town that 
was in the ifland, and carried it by ftorm, though it was 
defended to the lall extremity by a garrifon fuperior in 
number to their fmall army. The foldiers that compofed 
this garrifon refolved not to furvive the fon of their fove- 
reign, refufed to capitulate, and were all, to the laft 
man, put to the fword. The intrepidity of d’AcunhaV. 
troops was not to be damped by theie exertions of cou* 
I'age. 

This fucccfsful enterprife was not attended with the 
advantages that were expe<^led from it. It was found 
that the idand was barren, that it iiad no port, and that 
the diips which came from the Red fea never touched 
there, though they could not enter the gulf without tak- 
ing an obfervation of it. Accordingly, the Egyptian 
fleet found a fafe paffage into the Indian Ocean, where it 
joined that of Cambaya. Thefe united armaments were 
fuccelsful againd the Portuguefe, who were confiderably 
weakened by the great number of veflels they had lately 
difpatched with merciiandlfe to Europe. This triumph, 
however, did not laR long ; the conquered party were 
fupplied with reinforcements, and regained their fuperio- 
rity, which they ever after preferved. The armaments 
which continued to come from Egypt, were always 
beaten and difperfed by the fmall Portuguefe fquadronar 
that cruized at the entrance of the gulf. 

As thefe fkirmiihes, however, kept up a conftant alarm, , 
a*nd occafioned fome expence, Albuquerque thought it 
incumbent on him to put an end to them by the dellruc- 
tipn of Suez ; a projeJf which was thwarted by a variety 
of obftacles. 

The Red fea, which feparates Arabia from Upper 
Ethiopia and part of Egypt, is three hundred and fifty 
leagues in length, and forty in breadth. As there is no 
river falling into it of fufi&cient force to countera<5i the in# 
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fluence of the tide, it ie more afFedled by the motions of 
the great ocean, than any of the inland feas mearly in the 
fame latitude. It ia not much expofed to tempefts ; the 
winds ufually blow from north and fouth, and being perio* 
dical, like the monfoons. in India, invariably determine 
the feafon of failiag into or out of this fea. It may be 
divided into three parts ; the middle divifion is clear and 
navigable at all times, its depth being from twenty-live 
to fixty fathoms. The other two divifions, which lie 
nearer the land, though they abound in Ihoals, are more 
frequented by the neighbouring nations ; who, being 
obliged to keep clofe to the Ihore, on account of the 
fmallnefs of their vcfTels, never launch out into the princi- 
pal channel, unlefs they expeiEl a fquall of wind. The 
difficulty, not to fay impoffibility, of landing in the har- 
bours on this coad, makes the navigation dangerous for 
vcfTels of large burthen : not to mention the great num- 
ber of defert iflands they meet with in their paffage, which 
are barren, and afford no fupply of frefh water. 

Albuquerque, notwithflanding his abilities, experience, 
and refolution, could not furmount fo many difficulties. 
After entering a confiderable w-ay into the Red fe^ he 
was obliged to return with his fleet, which had fuffered 
perpetual hardlliips, and been expofed to the greateft 
dangers. He was prompted, by a reftlefs and cruel fpi- 
rit of enterprife, to employ methods for the accomplifli- 
ment of his defigns, which, though of a ftill boldcr.^aft, 
he thought could not fail of fuccefs. He endeavoured 
to perfuade the emperor of Ethiopia, who folicited the 
protedlion of Portugal, to turn the courfe of the Nile, fo 
as to open a paffage for him into the Red fea. Egypt 
would then have become, in a great meafure, uninhabita- 
ble, or at leafl unfit for commerce. In the mean time, 
he propofed to tranfport into Arabia, by the gulf of Per- 
fia, three or four hundred horfc, which, he thought, 
would be fufficient to plunder Medina and Mecca. He 
imagined, that by fo *boId an expedition, he ffiould ftrike 
terror into the Mohammedans, and put a flop to that 
prodigious concourfe of pilgrims which was the chief fup- 
port of a trade he wifhed totally to extirpate. 

Other enterprife"^, of a lefs hazardous nature, and at- 
tended with more immediate advantage, led him to pofl- 
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pone tbc ruin of a power, the influence of which, as a ri- 
val, was the only circumflance neceflary to be guarded 
againft at the prefent jundlure. The conqueft of Egypt 
by the Turks, a few years after, made it requifite to 
with the greater precaution. Men of genius, whofe 
minds were capable of purfuing the feries of events which 
had preceded and followed the difeovery of the paflage by 
the Cape of Good Hope, and of forming deep conjec- 
tures c6ncerning the revolutions which this new track of 
navigation muft neceflarily prevent, could not help confi- 
dering this remarkable tranfa6lion as the moil important 
xra in the hiilory of the world. 

Europe had but juft begun to reco- Dangers from 
ver its ftrength, and to iliakc off the which Europe 
yoke of ilavery, which had difgraced its has been prefer^ 
inhabitants from the time of the Ro- ved by the domt* 
man conquefls down to the inftitution nion of the Por^ 
of the feudal laws. Innumerable ty-‘ iuguefe over the 
rants, who kept multitudes in a ftate Red fca* 
of oppreffion and ilavery, had been ruin- 
ed by the folly of the crufadcs. To defray the expences 
of thefe romantic expeditions, they had been obliged to 
fell their lands and caftles ; and, for a pecuniary confide- 
ration, to allow their vaffals fome privileges, which at 
length almoft reinftated them in the order of human 
beings. From that time, the right of property began to 
be introduced among individuals, and gave them that 
kind of independence, without which, property itfelf is a 
mere illufion. Thus the firit dawnings of liberty in 
Europe were, however uncxpedledly, owing to the cru- 
fades ; and the rage of conqueft for once contributed 
to the happinefs of mankind. 

If Vafeo de Gama had not made his difeoveries, the 
' fpirit of liberty would have beemagain extinguilhcd, and, 
probably, without hopes of a revival. The Turks w^re 
upon the point of expelling thofe favage nations, who, 
pouring from the extremities of the globe, had driven 
out the Romans, to become, like them, the fcourges of 
human kind ; and our barbarous inftltutlons would have 
been fupplanted by opprefiions ftill more intolerable. 
This muff inevitably have been the cafe, if the favage con- 
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qucrors of Egypt had not been repulfcd by the Portu- 
^uefe, in their f^veral expedition^ to India. Their pof- 
leflion of the riches of Aha would have fecured their 
claim ta thofe of Europe. Aa the trade of the whole 
world ^vould have been in their hands, they muft confe- 
quently have had the greateft maritime force that ever 
Irad been known. What oppofition could our continent 
then have made to the progrefs of a people whofe religion 
and policy equally kfpired them with the idea of con- 
queu ? , 

Dilfcnfions were then prevailing in England, for the 
recovery of its liberties ; France w^s contending for the . 
interefts of its fovereigns Germany for thofe of its reli- 
gion ; and Italy was employed in adjuiling the mutual 
claims of a tyrant and an impoilor. Europe, overrun 
with fanatics and armies, refembled a fick perfon, who, 
falling into a delirium, in theparoxyfm of madnefs, opi^ns 
his veins, till he faints with the lofs of blood and fpirits. 
In this date of v\^eaknefs and anarchy, it was ill prepared; 
to refift the inroads of the Turks. 

As the calm which fucceeds the tempeduous feafon of 
civil wars makes a nation formidable to its neighbours 
fo the fadlions which divide it, as ceilainly expofe it to 
ravage and opprefllon. The depraved morals of the 
clergy would have been a further encouragement to the 
introduction of a new worfhip ; and we fhould have been 
condemned to a date of davery without any hopes of re- 
lief. There is not one, indeed, among all the political 
and religious fydems that opprefs mankind, which al- 
lows fo little fcope to liberty as that of the muffelmen. 
Throughcyut almod all Europe, a religion foreign to go- 
vernment, and introduced without its patronage ; rules of 
morality difperfed without order or precidon in obfeure * 
writings, capable of an endlcfs variety of interpretations ; 
authority engrofled by prieds and princes, who are per- ’ 
petually conteding their right to rule over their fellow- 
creatures ; political find civil inditiftions daily formed* in 
contradiffion to the prevailing religion, which condemns 
ambition and inequality of rank ; a turbulent and cntcr- 
priling adjuinidration, which, in order to tyrannize witlv 
a higher hand, Is perpetually fetting one part of the date 
at variance with the other ; all thclc principles of difeord 
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muft rtcceflarily k«€p the mfuds of men in conftant agita^ 
tion. Is it furprifing that on the view of this tumultuous 
fccne, nature, alarmed, fhould rife up in our hearts, and 
cry out, •• is man born free ?” 

But when men once became flaves to a religion which 
confecrates tyranny by eftablifhing the throne upon the 
altar ; which feems to check the fallics of ambition by 
encouraging voluptuoufnefs ; and cheriihes a fpirit of in- 
dolence, by forbidding the exercife of the underftanding : 
there is no reafon to hope for any confidtrable revolu- 
tions. Thus the Turks, who frequently llranglc their 
mafter, have never entertained a thought of changing 
their government. This is an idea beyond the reach of 
minds enervated and corrupted like theirs. The whole 
world would, therefore, have loft its liberty, had not the 
moft fupcrftitious, and, perhaps, the moft enllaved na- 
tion in Chrillcndom checked the progrefs of the fanati- 
cifm of the Mohammedans, and put a ftop to the career 
of their vi£lories, by depriving them of thofe fources of 
wealth which were necefiary to the fuccefs of their enter- 
prifes. Albuquerque went ftill further ; notffatisfied with 
having taken effcdtual meafures to prevent any vefl'cl from 
pafling from the Arabian fea to the'Indiau Ocean, he 
attempted to acquire the command of the Perfian Gulf. 

At the mouth of the ftrait of Mo- 7"^^? Poriuguefi 
candon, which leads into the Perfian make themfehes 
Gulf, ftands the ifland of Gombroon, mqjiers of the 
In the eleventh century^ an Arabian Perfian Gulf 
conqueror built upon this barren rock 
the^city of Ormus, which afterwards became the capital 
of'an empire, comprehending a confiderable part of A- 
rabia on one fide, and of Perfia on the other. Ormus 
had two good harbours, and was large and well fortified ; 
Its riches and ftrength were entirely owing to its fituation. 
It was the centre of trade between Perfia and India ; 
which was very confiderable, at a time when the Perfians 
conveyed moft of the merchandife brought from Afia to 
Europe, through the ports of Syria or Caffa. In the 
feafons which permitted the foreign merchants to come 
there, Ormus afforded a more ipkndid and agreeable 
fccne than any city in the eaft. Perfons from all parts of 



88 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

the globe exchanged their commodities, and tranfsw^ted 
their bufinefs there, with an air of politenefs and atten- 
tion which are feldom feen in other places of trade. 

Thefe manners were introduced by the merchants be- 
longing to the port, who engaged foreigners to imitate 
their affability. Their addrels, the regularity of their 
police, and the variety of entertainments which their city 
afforded, joined to the interefts of commerce, invited 
merchants to make it a place of refort. The ftreets were 
covered with mats, and in fome places with carpets ; and 
the linen awnings which were fufpended from the tops of 
the houfes, prevented any inconvenience from the heat of 
the fun. Indian cabinets ornamented with gilded vafes, 
or china filled with flowering fhrubs, or aromatic plants, 
adorned their apartments. Camels laden with water 
were ftationed in the public fquares. Perfian wines, per- 
fumes, and all the delicacies of the table were furniflicd 
in the greatefl abundance, and they had the mufic of the 
call in its higheft perfe£lion. Ormus was crowded w^ith 
beautiful women from all parts of Afia, who were in- 
ftrufted from their infancy in all the arts of varying and 
heightening the pleafures of voluptuous love. In -a 
word, univerfal opulence, an exteuave commerce, a re- 
fined luxury, politenefs in the men, and gallantry in the 
women, united all tlieir attradlions to maEe this city the 
feat of pleafure. 

Albuquerque, on his arrival in India, began to ravage 
the coafls, and to plunder the towns that belonged to the 
jurifdi6tion of Ormus : though thefe inroads, which 
ihowed more of the robber than of the conqueror, were 
naturally repugnant to Albuquerque’s charadler, he 
thought himfelf obliged to have recoUrfe to them, in 
order to induce a power he v/as not in a condition to 
fubdue by force, to fubmit voluntarily to the yoke he 
wanted to impofe. As foon as he imagined the alarm 
was fpread fufficiently to favour his defign, he appeared 
before the capital, and fummoned the king to acknow- 
ledge himfelf tributary to Portugal, as he was to Perlia. 
This propofal was received in the manner it deferved. 
A fleet, compofed of fliips from Ormus, Arabia, and 
Perfia, came to an engagement with Albuquerque’s 
fquadron, who, with five veffcls deftroyed the whole ar- 
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marhent. The king, difcouragcd by his ill fliccefs, con- 
fented that the conqueror fhouTd ere6l a fort which might 
command the city and both its harbours. 

Albuquerque, who knew the importance of feizing the 
prefent conjun(5lure, carried on the work with the utmoll 
expedition. He laboured %8 hard as the meaneft of his 
followers ; but, this fpirit of adivity could not prevent 
the enemy from taking notice of the fmallnefs of his 
numbers. Atar, who, in confequence of the revolutions 
fo frequent in the eaft, ^d been raifed from the con- 
dition of a Have, to that of a prime minifter, was afhamtd 
of having facrificed the ftate to a handful of adventurers. 
As hia talent lay. rather in the arts of policy than of war, 
he determined to repair the ill confequences of his timi- 
dity by llratagem. By the arts of infinuation and 
bribery, he fucceeded fo far in fowing diffenfions among 
the Portuguefe, and prejudicing them againft their lead- 
er, that they were frequently ready to take arms againft 
each other. This animofity, which increafed every day, 
determined them to reimbark at the initant they were 
informed that a plot was concerted to maflacre them. 
Albuquerque, whofe fpirit rofe fuperior to oppofition 
and difeontent, refolved to ftarve the place, jand deprive 
it of fuccours, by cutting off all communication. It muft 
certainly have fallen into his hands, had not three of his 
captains fhamefully abandoned him, and gone off with 
their fhips. To juftify their defertion, they were guilty 
of ftill blacker perfidy, in accufing their general of the 
moft attrocious crimes. 

This treachery obliged Albuquerque to defer the exe- 
cution of his defign for fome time, till he had all the na- 
tional troops at his comsmand. As foon as he Was ap- 
pointed viceroy, he appeared before Ormus, with fo 
ffrong an armament, that a debauched court awd an effe- 
minate people, finding it in vain to make any refiftance, 
w^ere obliged to fubmit. The fovereign of Perfia had 
the confidence to demand tribute of the conqueror. Al- 
buquerque ordered fome bullets, grenades, and 'fabres, to 
be produced to the enyoy, telling him that this was the 
kind of tribute paid by the king of Portugal. 

After this expedition, the power of the Portuguefe 
was fo firmly eftablilhed in the Arabian and Perfiau 
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Gulfs, and on the Malabar coaft, that they began to 
think of extending their conquefts into the eafteru parts 
of Afia. 

Portu^uefc The iflanciof Ceylon, which is eighty 
form a fettle^ leagues long, and thirty at its greateil 
ment at Ceylon, breadth, iirlt ptiefented itfelf to Albu- 
querque. In the mod remote ages of an- 
tiquity, it was well known by the name of Taprobane. Wc 
have no accounts tranfmitted to us of the revolutions it has 
undergone. All that hiltory relates worthy of remark is, 
that the laws v/ere formerly holden in fuch refpedl there, 
that the monarch was under the fame .obligation of ob- 
ferving them as the meaneft of hrs fubjeds. If hr violat- 
ed them, he was condemned to death j with -this mark of 
diftin^Iion, however, that he did not fuffer in an ignomini- 
ous manner. He was denied all intercourfe, all the 
comforts and fupports of life ; and, in this kind of ex- 
communication, miferably ended his days. 

If the people knew their own prerogatives, this cuftom, 
anciently obferved in Ceylon, would dill fubdd in all 
parts of the earth j but while the fubjeft only is amen- 
able to the laws, whatever title he may give himfelf, he 
will be no more then a Have. The law is nothing, un- 
lefs it be a fword a6Itng indiferiminately upon the head 
of every individual, and driking off every thing that rifes 
above the horizontal direction in which it moves. The 
law has no authority, unlefs that authority be extended 
over all without exception ; for in the fight of the law, 
as in the fight of God, all men are equal. The punifh- 
ment of an individual avenges only the infra6tion of the 
law ; the punifhment of the fovereign avenges the con- 
tempt of it. Who fhall dare bid defiance to the law, 
if even the fovereign cannot do it with impunity ? The 
remembrance of fo great a leflbn is perpetuated for age^, 
and excites a more falutary dread than the death of a thou* 
fand other criminals. 

When the Portuguefe landed in Ceylon, they found It 
well peopled, and inhabited by twomations, which differ- 
ed from each other in their manners, their government, 
and their religion. The bedas, who were fettled in the 
northern parts of the ifland, where the country was lefs 
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fertile, were diftinguifhed into tribes, which conhdered 
themfelvcs as lo many faimties, headed by a chief, whofe 
power was nOt abfalute. ' The went almoft naked, and, 
upon the whole, their manners and government w'erc the 
fame wkh that of tlie highlanders in Scotland. Thefc 
tribes, which unite for the common defence, have always 
bravely fought for their liberty, and have never invaded 
that of their neighbours. Their religion is little known 
and it is uncertain w hether they have any form of worfhrp, 
they have little intercourfe with llrangers, keep a watchful 
eye over thofe who travel through the dillriif they inhabit ; 
treat them well, and fend them away as foon as pofiihlc. 
This caution is partly owdng to the jtaloufy the bedas 
entertain of their wives, wduch contributes to eftrange 
them from all the world. They feem to have been the hrft 
inhabitants of the iiland. 

The fouthern part is pofTefTed by a more numerous and 
powerful people, called Cinglaifes, This nation is polite, 
in comparifon of the other. They wear clothes, and 
live under an arbitrary government. They have a dif- 
timftion of cads, as well as the IndLrns ; but their reli- 
gion is different. They acknowledge one fupreme being, 
and in fubordination to him, divinities of the fecond and 
third order ; all which have their priefts. Among the 
deities of the fecond order, particular honours are paid 
to Buddou, who defeended upon earth to take upon him- 
fclf the office of mediator between God and mankind. 
The priefts of Buddou^are perfons of great confequcnce 
in Ceylon. They are never piinifhable by the prince, 
even for an attempt againft his life. The Cinglaffes 
underftand the art of war. They know how to take 
advantage of the natural fccurity their mountains afford 
againft the attacks of the Europeans, whom they have 
often defeated. Like all people who live in arbitrary 
ilates, they are deceitful, felfifh, and full of compliment. 
They have two languages ; one peculiar to the people, 
the other to the learned. Wherever this cuftom prevails, 
it furnifhes priefts and princes with a further opportunity 
of impofing upon mankind. 

Both thefe nations enjoyed the benefits of the fruits, 
the corn, and the pafture, which abounded in the ifland. 
They had elephants without number 5 precious ftoncs, 
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and the only kind of cinnamon that was ever efteemed. 
On the northern coaft, and on the fifhing coafts which 
border upon it, was carried on the greateft pearl firtiery 
in the call. The harbours of Ceylon were the bell in 
India, and its fituation was fuperior to all its other ad- 
vantages. 

It Ihould feem that it was the intereft of the Portu- 
guefe to have placed all their ftrength in this ifland. It 
lies in the centre of the eaft ; and is the paflage that 
leads to the richeft countries. It might have been well 
peopled and fortified with a fmali number of men, and at 
a very little expence. The numerous fquadrons that 
might have been fent out from every port in the ifland 
would have kept all Afia- in awe j and the fliips that 
might have cruized in thofe latitudes, would eafily have 
intercepted the trade of other nations. 

The viceroy overlooked thefe advantages. He alfo 
negledled the coaft of Coromandel, though richer than 
that of Malabar. The merchandife of the latter was of 
an inferior quality ; it produced plenty of provifions, a 
fmall quantity of bad cinnamon, fomc pepper, aud car- 
damom, a kind of fpice rriuch ufed by the eaftern people. 
The coaft of Coromandel furniflicd the fineft cottons in 
the world. Its inhabitants, who for the moil part wxrc 
natives of the country, and had lefs intercourfe with the 
Arabians and other nations, were the moft humane and 
induftrious of all the people in Indoflan. To this wc 
may add, that the paflage along the coaft of Coromandel, 
towards the north, leads to the mines of Golconda ; and, 
moreover, this coaft is admirably fituated for the trade 
of Bengal and other countries. 

Notwithftanding this, Albuquerque made no fettle- 
ment there. The fettlements of St. Thomas and Nega- 
patan were not formed till afterwards. He knew that 
this coaft was deftitute of harbours, and inacceflible^ at 
certain periods of the year, when it would be impoflible 
for the fleets to prote<ft the colonies. In a word, he 
thought that when the Portuguefe had made themfelves 
mafters of Ceylon, a conquelt begun by his predeceflTor 
d’Almeyda, and afterwards completed, they might com- 
mand the trade of Coromandel, if they got poflefiion 
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of Malacca. He therefore determined to make the at- 
tempt. 

The country, of which Malacca is the The Portuguefe 
capital city, is a narrow tradf of land, conquer Ma^ 
about a hundred leagues in length. It lacca» 
joins to the continent towards the nor- 
thern coaft, where it borders on the (late of Siam, or 
more properly the kingdom of Johor, which has been 
feparated from it. The relf is furrounded by the fea, 
and divided from the ifland of Sumatra by a channel which 
is called the ilraits of Malacca. 

Nature had amply provided for the happinefs of the 
Malays, by placing them in a mild, healthy climate, 
where refrefhing gales and cooling dreams allay the fer- 
vour of the torrid zone ; where the foil pours forth an 
abundance of delicious fruits to fatisfy the wants of a 
favage life ; and where it is capable of anfwering, by cul- 
tivation, all the neceffary demands of fociety j where the 
trees wear an eternal verdure, and the flowers bloom in 
perpetual fuccefiion ; where the mod delicate and fra- 
grant odours breathing from aromatic plants, perfume the 
air, and infufe a fpirit of voluptuous delight into all living 
beings. 

But while nature has done every tiring in favour of the 
Malays, fociety has done them every podible injury. 
Such has been the influence of a tyrannical government, 
that the inhabitants of the happied country in the uni- 
verfe have become remarkable for the ferocity' of their 
manners. The feudal fydem, fird planted among the 
rocks and woods of the north, had extended itfelf even 
to the foreds and mild regions of the equator, where 
every thing confpires to promote the enjoyment of a long 
life of tranquillity, which can only be Ihortencd by a too 
fvequent and exceflive indulgence in pleafures. This en* 
flaved nation is under the dominion of an arbitrary 
prince, or rather of twenty tyrants his reprefentatives. 
Thus the defpotifm of a fultan feems to extend its op- 
preffive influence to multitudes, by being divided among 
a number of powerful vaffals. 

This turbulent and oppreflive feene gave rife to an 
univerfal favagenefs of manners. In vain did heaven and 
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earth fhower their bleffings upon Malacca ; thefe blef- 
fings only ferved to make its inhabitants- ungrateful ^nd 
unhappy. The mafters let out their fervices, or rather 
thofe of their dependents, for hire, to the beft bidder, 
regardlcfs of the lofs that agriculture would fuRain for 
want of hands. They preferred a wandering and 
adventurous life, either by fea or land, to induftry. 
This people had conquered a large archipelago, well 
known in the call by the name of the Malayan iflands. 
The numerous colonies that were tranfplanted thither, 
carried with them their laws, their manners, their cuf- 
toms, and, what is fomething remarkable, the fofteft lan- 
guage in all Afia. 

The fituation of Malacca had, however, made it the 
moll confiderable market in India ; its harbour was 
conftantly crowded with veffels either from Japan, China, 
the Philippine and Molucca iflands, and the adjacent 
part of the eaftern coall ; or from Bengal, Coromandel, 
Malabar, Perfla, Arabia, and Africa. Thefe merchante 
carried on a fafe trade among themfelves, or with the 
inhabitants : the paflion of the Malays for plunder, had 
at length given way to advantages of a more certain 
nature than the precarious and doubtful fuccefs of pirati- 
cal expeditions. 

The Portuguefe were defirous of having a (hare in the 
general commerce of Afia. At firft they appeared at 
Malacca in the charadlcr of merchants ; but their ufur- 
pations in India had rendered their defigns fo much fuf- 
pedlcd, and the aniraofity of the Arabians had circulated 
reports fo much to their difadvantage, that meafures 
were taken to deltroy them. They fell into the fnarcs 
that were laid for them ; feveral of them were maflacred, 
and others thrown into prifon# Thofe who efcaped got 
back to their fliips, and retreated to the Malabar coalt. 

Though Albuquerque did not intend to wait for a rup- 
ture to afford him a pretence of feii!:ing upon Malacca, he 
was not difpleafed at this incident, fince it gave his entcr- 
prife an appearance of juftice that might leffen the odium 
which fuch a flep muft naturally have drawn upon the Por- 
tuguefe name. As an impreffion fo favourable to his views 
might have been weakened by delay, he did not hefitate 
a moment to take lus revenge. The enemy expeded a " 
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fudden bloyv ; and accordingly, when he appeared before 
the place, in the beginning of thcyear 15 1 1, he found 
every thing in readinefs to receive him. 

But formidable as thefc preparations appeared, there 
was a dill greater obftade, w.hich for fome days damped 
the valour of the Chrillian general : his friend Araujo 
had been taken prifoner in the firft expedition, and the 
enemy threatened to put him to death the moment the 
fiege fhoulcl begin. Albuquerque, who did not want fen- 
fibility, paufed at the profped of his friend’s danger, 
when he received the following billet : “ .Think of no- 

thing but the glory and advantage of Portugal; if I 
‘‘ cannot contribute towards your vidory, at lead let me 
‘‘ not be the means of preventing it.” The place was 
attacked and carried after feveral doubtful, bloody, and 
obllinatc engagements. They found in it immenfe trea- 
fure, vaft magazines, and whatever could contribute to 
the elegancies and pleafures ©f life ; and a fort was eredled 
there to fecure the conqueiK 

As the Portuguefe contented themfelves with the pof- 
fefiion of the city, the inhabitants, who profeffed a kind 
of corrupt Mohammedifm, and were unwilling to fubmit 
to their new mailers, either retired into the inland parts, 
or difperfed themfelves along the coall. Having loll the 
fpirit of commerce, they lelapfed into all the excefles of 
their violent charadier. Thefe people never go without a 
poniard, which they call crid. The invention of this 
murderous weapon feems to have exhauited all the powers 
of their fanguinary genius. Nothing is more to be dread- 
ed than fuch men armed with fuch an inftrument. 
When they get on board a velfel, they ftab all the crew 
at the time when no harm is fufpedled. Since their 
treachery has been known, all the Europeans take care 
never to employ a Malayan failor; but thefe barbarians, 
\yto always made it a rule to attack the weaker party, 
have how changed this ancient cuftom, and, animated by 
an unaccountable refolution to kill or be killed, come in 
bqats with thirty men to board our velTels, and fometimes 
fucceed in carrying them off : if they are repulfed, they 
diave the fau8fai<^tion, at leafl, of having embrued their 
hands in blood. 

. People who derive from nature fuch inflexible bravery. 
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may be exterminated, but cannot be fubducd by focec. 
They are only to be civilized by humane treatment, by the 
allurements of riches or liberty, by the influence of virtue 
and moderation, and by a mild government. They muft be 
reftored to their rights, or left to themfelvcs, before we can 
hope to eftablifh any intercourfe with them. To attempt 
to reduce them by conqueft, is, perhaps, the laft method that 
fhould be triced, as it will only increafe their abhorrence of 
a foreign yoke, and difeourage them from entering into 
any focial engagements. Nature has placed ceitain people 
in the midft of the ocean, like lions in the deferts, that they 
may enjoy their liberty. Tempeils, fands, forefts, moun- 
tains, and caverns, are the places of refuge and defence to 
all independent beings. Civilized nations (hould take care 
how they invade the rights, or roufe the fpirits of ifland- 
trs and lavages : as they may be aflured that they will be- 
come cruel and barbarous to no purpofe ; that their rava- 
ges. will make them decefted j and that difgrace and re- 
venge are the only laurels they can expe6l to obtain. 

After the redu£lion of Malacca, the kings of Siam, 
Pegu, and feveral others, alarmed at a conqueft fo fatal 
to their independence, fent ambafladors to congratulate Al- 
buquerque, ta^roake him an offer of their trade, and to 
defire an alliance with Portugal. 

Settlement of the Affairs being in this fituation, a 
Portuguefe in fquadron was detached from the fleet to 

the Molucca the Moluccas. Thefe iflands, which lie 

ijlands* in the Indian Ocean near the equinoxial, 

are ten in number, including, as ufual, 
thofe of Banda. The largeft is not more than twelve 
leagues ia circumference, and the others are much 
fmaller. 

This cluftcr of iflands feems to have been thrown up by 
the fea ; and may with reafon be fuppofed to be the^if- 
fe6f of fome fubterraneous fire. Lofty mountains, the 
fwmmits of which are loft in the clouds ; enormous rocks 
heaped one upon another ; horrid and deep caverns } tor- 
rents which precipitate themfclves with extreme violence ; 
volcanos, perpetually announcing impending deftrudion ; 
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fu^ are the pharaoraena that give rife to this id^ or af- 
fift in confirming it. 

It 18 not known who were the firft inhabitants of thefe 
iilands 3 but it is certain that the Javans and the Malays 
have fucccflivdy been in pofiellion of them. At the be- 
ginning of the festcenth century they were inhabit^ by a 
kind of favages, whofe Ohiefs, though honoured with the 
title of kings, poffeffed only a limited authorityj totally 
depending on the caprice of their fubjefts. They had, 
oT late years, joined the fuperftitions of Mohammedifm 
to thofe of paganifm, which they had profeffed for a con- 
fideiable time. Their indolence was exccflivc. Their 
only employment waa'hunting and fifhing ; and they were 
ftrangers to all kind of agriculture. They were encour- 
aged in their ina^ivity by the advantaged they derived 
from the cocoa tree. 

The cocoa tree, which grows fpontancoufly in almoft 
every part of India, is a tree of a very* beautiful form, 
which rifes to the height of forty, and more commonly 
fixty feet. It is fixed in the ground by a great number 
of (lender and fibrous roots. Its trunk, which has a tri- 
fling bend towards the bafis, is ftraig^t throughout the 
reft of its length, of a cylindrical fyilmif of moderate 
thicknefs, and marked with fcvcral cfrcular inequalities, 
formed by the bafis of the leaves which have fallen off 
from it. Its wood is of fo light and fpongy a nature, 
that it is unfit for (hip-timber, or for any building that re- 
quires folidity ; and the boats Which are made of it are 
brittle, and do not laft long. The tuft is compofed of 
ten or twelve pinnated leaves, taptred towards the top, 
very broad at their bafis, ahd covered, in the infant ftatc 
of the tree, with a kind of network, of which fieves arc 
made. Their centre cofta, which is twelve feet long, is 
deeply furrowed on its internal furface. The roofs of 
houfes arc covered in with thefe leaves j and they are ufed 
in making umbrdlas, falls, and fiihing-nets : the youngeft 
of them may even ferve inftead of paper, and will receive 
the impreflion of characters marked witu a pencil. From 
the nitdft of this tuft there arif^ a thick membranous 
fpatha or (heath, convoluted, 'fweUed out in 4lhc middle,, 
and terminating in a point. When this is grown to a cer- 
tain fizc, it opens on one fide, and difplays a very confi- 
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vderable panicle, each ftem of which bears two female, and 
a greater number of male flowers. The latter have a calix 
with fix deep divifions, and as many ftamina ; in the for- 
mer, a piftil is fubftituted to thefe llamina, and this be- 
comes a fruit of an oval form, ilightly triangular, and of 
more than fix inches in diameter. The aflemblage of fe- 
veral fruits upon the fame panicle, is called a duller j and 
the fame tree yields fucceflively feveral clufters in oae 
year. 

This fruit is covered with a bark confilling of filaments 
•three fingers thick, and dillinguifhcd by the name of ka- 
yar ; of which fome coarfe fluffs and ropes for fhipa are 
made. Underneath it is.a very hard nut, of the fizeand 
fhape of a fmall melon : it has three holes at one of its 
.extremities, and is fit for making fmall cups,, and other 
domellic utenfils. The pulp which lines the infide of this 
.nut, fupplies a wholefome kind of food, from which is 
exprefled an oil very /weet, .w:hen frefh, and much ufed in 
India. But it contrads a bitter tafle when it is kept long, 
•and is then .only proper for burning. The fediment that 
remains in theprefs, affords nourilhment for cattle, poul- 
try, and even the lower kind of people in times of fcarcL- 
ty. The centre of the nut is filled with a clear, refrelh^ 
ing, fweetilh kind .of liquid, which ferves to quench the 
third: of labouring people both at fea and land. In the 
,old fruits this fluid difappears, and is fucceeded by an al- 
mond, which foon fills up t.he cavity, .and becomes fit for 
the propagation of the plant. In the centre of it isfome^- 
, times found a ftpny con<:retion, to which the Indians a- 
feribe great virtues ; they confider it is a pledge of fuc- 
cefs, and feldom fail to proyide themfelyes with one, 
.when they are going upon any euterprife. 

The above mentioned ad vantages, are not,ihowevqr, the 
only^pnes that are derived f»om the tCoqoa tree. If the 
buds .qf ;the, flowers be cut off before they are perfedyy 
imfoldedj a white liquor runs from them, which is received 
into a YefTel .fixe/i to their extremity ; and is of a fweet 
tafle, while it coptiriues frefh. Jt afterwards turns four, 
and makes good vinegar. -When .diilillcd in its highell 
perfection, it produces aftrpng brandy ; and boiled with 
quicklime, yields a middling .kind of fugar. The buds, 
from whicb liquor has beca drawn, ncceffarily become 
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abortive, and do not unfold themfelves any further, be- 
xaufe they have been deprived of that fubftance which was 
deflined for the produ 6 \ion and nourifhment of the fruit. 

Befide the cocoa tiee, the Moluccas produce a fingu- 
lar kind of palm, which is called fago. This tree, which 
is common in the farells of , thefe iOands, differs from the 
former in having longer leaves, a lefs elevated trunk, and 
fmaller fruits. The progrefs of its vegetation in the ear- 
^y fb.ges is very flow. At firft it is a mere flirub, thick 
fet with thorns, which makes it difficult to come near it. 
But as foon as its ftem is once formed, it riles, in a fhort 
time, to the height of thirty feet, is about fix feet in cir- 
cumference, and imperceptibly lofes its thorns. The bark 
is an inch thick ; and all the infide is filled with a fap 
which falls into meal. The tree, which feems to grow 
merely for the ufe of man, points out the meal by a fine 
white powder which covers its leaves, and is a certain in- 
dication of the maturity of the fago. It is then cut 
'do\yn to the root, and fawed into fcantlings, which are 
divided into four quarters, for the purpofe of extruding 
the fap or meal they contain. After this fubfiance has 
•been dilated in water, it is {h*ained through, a kind of 
fieve, which retains the grofier particles ; the refl is 
thrown into earthen moulds, whereat dries and hardens for 
feme years. The Indians eat the fago diluted with water, 
-and.fomctimcs baked or boiled. Through a principle of 
humanity, they referve the fined part of this meal for 
the aged and infirm. A jelly is fometimes made of it, 
which is white, and of a delicious flavour. 

Temperate, independent, and averfe from labour, thefe 
•people had lived' for ages upon the meal of the fago and 
tlie milk of the cocoa, when the Chinefe, landing by ac- 
'cident at the Moluccas, dlfcovered the clove and the nut- 
meg, with which valuable fpices the ancients were entire- 
ly unacquainted. They were foon admired all over India, 
from whence they were conveyed to Perfia and Europe. 
The Arabians, who at that 4:ime engroffed almoft all the 
trade of the univerfe, did not overlook fo lu^jrative a part 
of it,. They repaired in crowds to thefe celebrated ifl- 
ands, the productions of which they had already mono- 
polized, when the Pgrtuguefe, who purfued them every- 
where, came and deprived them of this branch of trade. 
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Notwithftanding the fchemes that were laid to fupplant 
thefe conquerors, they obtained permiflion to build a fort. 
From this time the court of Liibon ranked the Moluccas 
among the number of their provinces, and it was not long 
before they really became fo. 

While Albuquerque’s lieutenants jvere enriching their 
country with new produdlions, that general was engaged 
in qompleting the conqiieft of M^abar, which would 
have taken advantage of his abfence to recover its libcr^ 
ty. After his late fuccefs, while he remained unmolefted 
in the centre of his conqucfts, he employed himfelf ip 
fupprefling the licentioufnefs of the Portuguefe, in efta- 
blifliing order throughout the colonies, and in regulating 
the difcipline of the army. The. aftivity, fagacity, wif- 
dom, jullice, humanity, and difintereflednefs, which he 
had difplayed in thefe tranfaftions, and the idea of his 
virtues, had made fo deep an impreffion on the minds of 
the Indiana, that, for a long time after his death, they 
continued to repair to his tomb, to demand juftice of him 
fpr the outrages committed by his fuccefTors. He died 
at Goa in the year 1515, without riches, and out of fa- 
vour wkh En^apuel, who had been prevailed upon to en- 
tertain fufpicions of his condud. 

The caufes of If our aftonifliment be raifed at the 
the enUrprifing „ number of Albuquerque’s vi 61 ories, and 
fpirit of the the rapidity of his conquefts, how de- 
JPortugufe* fervedly do thofe brave men claim our 

admiration, whom he had the ho^ur 
to command in thefe expeditions ! Had any nation, be- 
fore that period, been feen to perform fuch great a(?lioiW 
with fo imall a force ? The rortuguefe, with lefs than 
forty thoufand troops, flruck terror into the empire of 
Morocco^ the barbarous nations of Africa, the Mamthe- 
lucs, the Arabians, and all the eaftern countries, frdm 
the iflan^ of Ormiis to China. With a force in the pro- 
portion of one to a hundred, they engaged troops, which, 
when attacked by an enemy of equal ftrengtb, would fre- 
quently defend their lives and poflefliorts^to the laft extre- 
mity. What kind of men, then, muft the Portuguefe 
have been, and what extraordinary caufes muft have con- 
fpired to produce fuch a natioii of heroes ? , 
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had beeo at war with the Moors hear a century, 
when^ H^ry of Burgandy, with fevcr^ French knights, 
landed in Portugal, with a defign to fw ve in^Caftile, un. 
der the famous Cid, whofe reputation had drawn them 
thither. The Portug^efe invited them to lend their af* 
fiftance againft the infidels ; the knights complied, and 
the greateft part of them fettled in Portugal. Chivalry, 
which has contributed as much as any other inftiiution to 
exalt human nature, fubftituting the love of glory to the 
love of our country^ that refined fpirit, drawn from the 
dregs of the barbarous ages, and calculated to repair or 
leffen the errors and inconveniences of the feudal govern- 
ment from whence it took its rife, was then revived on 
the banks of the Tagus, in all the fplendour it had at its 
firft appearance in France and England. The princes en- 
deavoured to keep it alive, and to extend its influence, 
by eftablifhing feveral orders, formed upon the plan of 
the ancient ones, and calculated to infiife the fame fpirit, 
which was a mixture of heroifm, gallantry, and devotion. 

The fovereigns raifed the fpirit of the nation Hill 
higher, by treating the nobility in fome meafure upon a 
footing of e^ality, and by fetting bounds to their own 
authority. They frequently called together the general 
alTembiy V)f the uates, without which, properly fpeaking, 
there can be no nation. By thefe flates, Alphonfo was 
invefted with the regal authority, after the taking of Lif- 
bon ; and, in conjunction vvith them, his fucceflbrs, for a 
long time, excrcifcd the power of making laws. Many of 
theie laws were calculated to infpire the love of great ac- 
tions. The order of nobility w^as conferred upon thofe 
who had diftinguifhed themfelvcs by fignal fervices ; by 
killing or taking prifoner the enemy's general, or his 
fquire ; or by refufing to purchafe liberty, wfien they 
were prifoners among the Moors^ by renouiicfng their re- 
ligion. On the other hand, whoever infiilted a wpman, 
gave falfe evidence, broke his promife, or “ concealed 

the truth from his fovereign," Was degraded from his 
rank. Has the difcontinuance of this cuftom bCen the 
fault of the fubjeCts, in not daring to tell the truth to 
their fovereigns ; or the fault of the fovereignsi in their 
unwillingnefs to hear it ? 

The wars waged by the Portuguefe in defence of their- 
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tights and liberties, were, at the (amo^tiniej^ reUgipiw 
wars. They partook of that fieree but cnterp^ri^ Tpirit 
®f fanaticifm, which the popes had difFufed at ^he time 
of the crufades. The Portuguefe, therefore, were knights 
armed in defence of their properties, their wives, their 
children, and their kings, who ’were knights as well as 
themfelves. Bcfide this, they were the heroes of the cru- 
fade, who, w'hile they defended Chriftianity, were fight- 
ing for their country. To this may be added, that the 
nation was fmall, and its power extremely limited ; for it 
is chiefly in little ftatea, expofed to frequent dangers, that 
we find that enthufiallic fondnefs for one^s country, which 
is utterly unknowm in larger communities, enjoyinggreat- 
er fecurity. 

The principles of adi;Ivity, vigour, and a noble elevation 
of mind, which united in the chara8:er of this nation, 
were not lod, after the expulfion of the Moors. They 
purfued thefe enemies of their religion and government 
, into Afnca. They were engaged in feveral wars with 
the kings of Cadile and I^eon ; and during the interval 
that preceded their expeditions to India, the nobility lived 
at a diftance from cities and the court, and preferved in 
their cattles the virtues of their anceftors, together with 
their portraits. ♦ 

When the plan of extending conquett; in Africa and 
Afia became the objedt of attention among the Portii- 
guefe, a new pafllon co-operated with the principles jufl 
mentioned, to give additional energy to the Portuguefe 
Xpirit. This paflion, w'hich.at firfl would neceffarily exalt 
all the reft, but which In a little time would dettroy the 
generous principles from which they arofe, was the third 
of riches. The vefTcls were crowded ^yith adventurers, 
whofe views were to eniich themfelves, to ferve the ttate, 
and to make profelytes. They appeared, in India, to be 
fomething more than men, till the death of Albuquerque^; 
but, at that period, riches, which were the objcdl and 
reward of their conquefts,,introduced univerfal corruption. 
The nobler paflions gave way to the pleafurcs of luxury* 
which never fail to enervate the body, and to dettroy the 
virtues of the mind. The weak fuepeffors of the ill uf- 
trious Emanuel, and the men of indiffereat talents, whom 
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ha himfelf fent as viceroys to India, gradually contributed^ 
to the deg<?ncracy of the POrtugucfc; 

Lopez-Soarez, however, who fucceeded Alboquerquf r 
purfued his defig ns. He abolifiied .a barbarous cuftotn 
that prevailed in the country of Traveneor, in- the neigh- 
bourhood of Calicut. The inhabitants of this regioiT 
confulted forcerera concerning the defiiny of their chil- 
dren : if the magician promifed a happy deftiny, they 
were faffered to live ; if he foretold any great calamities^ 
that were to befal them, they were put to death. Soarez 
interpofed to preferve thefe children. He was for fome 
time employed in preventing the oppofition with which 
the Portuguefe were threatened in India ; and as foon aa 
he was relieved frotn this anxiety, he refolved to attempt 
a pafiage to China. 

The great Albuquerque had formed Arrival of ths^ 
the fame defign. He had met wi^h Portuguefe ai 
Chinefe fiilps and merchants at Malacca, C/jiha, State 
and conceived a high opinion of a na- of the empre0 
tion whofe very failors had more polite- 
nefs, a better feufe of decorum, more good nature and hu-^- 
manity, than were, at that time, to be found among th«‘ 
European nobility. He invited the Chinefe to continue 
their commerce with Malacca. From them, he procured 
a particular account of the ftrength, riches, and manners 
of their extend ve empire, and communicated his intelli- 
gence to the court of PortugaL- 

The Chinefe nation was utterly unknown in Europe-' 
Mark Paul,^ a Venetian, who had travelled to China by 
land, had given a defeription of it which w'as looked up- 
on as fabulous. It correfponded, however, with the pa- - 
ticulars fince tranfmitted by Albuquerque. Credit was 
given to the teilimony of this commander, and to his ac-- 
count of the lucrative Uad^ that might be carried on with 
this country.- 

In the year 1518, a fquadfon failed from Lifbon, ta 
convoy an ambalfadorto China. As foon as it arrived at 
the iflands in the neighbourhood of Canton, it was fuT. 
rounded by Chinefe velTcls, which came to reconnoitre it. 
Ferdinand Andrada, who commanded it, drd not puthim- 
fclf in any poflure of defence ; he fufFered the Chinefe to 
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come on board, commumeated the obje^ of his voyage to 
the mandarins that prcfided at Canton, and fent Ws am- 
l^aflador on fhore, who was condu6led to Pekin. 

The ambaffador was every mctoient prefented with 
fome new wonder, that ftruck him with amazement. If 
we confider the largenefs of the towns, the multitude of 
villages, the variety of canals, of which fome are navigable 
acroTs the empire, and others contribute to the fertility of 
the foil ; the art of cultivating their lands, and the abund- 
ance and variety of their produ^fiond ; the fa^acious and 
mild afpedf of the inhabitants ; the perpetual interchange 
of good offices, which appeared in the country, and on 
the public roads ; and the gooid order preferved among 
thofe numberlefs crov^ds who were engaged in the hurry 
of bufmefs ; we ffiall not wonder at the furprife of the 
Portuguefe ambaflador, who had been accuftomed tp the 
barbarous and ridiculous manners of Europe. 

State of Chinay Xet us for a while fix our attention 
according to the upon a people who have been judged of 
panegyrtjls of fo differently by the Europeans. Let 
that country, us compare the accounts given of them 
by their panegyrics, with thofe which 
have been tranfmitted to us by their calumniators } and 
we may poffibly derive from this contraft fome light that 
may tend to conciliate thde contradidlory opinions. The 
hiftory of a nation fo well governed, fay the partifans of 
China, is the hhiory of mankind ; the reft of the world 
refembles the chaos of matter before it was wrought into 
form. After a long feries of devaftatioii, fociety has at 
length rlfen to order and harmony. States and nations 
arc produced from each other, like individuals, with this 
difference, that, in families, Nature brings about the death 
of fome, and provides for the birth of others, in a con- 
ftant and regular fucceliion : but,^ in ftates, this rule i»» 
violated and deftroyed, by the diforders ot fociety ; where 
it fometimes happens, that ancient monarchies ftifle rifing 
republics in their births j and that a rude and favage peo- 
ple, rufhing like a torrent, fweep away multitudes of 
ftates, which are difunited and broken in pieces. 

China alone has been exempted from this faulity. 
This empire, bounded on the north by Ruffian Tartary, 
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bn the fouth by tndia> on tht by Thibet, and on 
the eaft by the occAn, comprehends ahnoil_aJl the eaftern 
extremity of the continent of Afia, It is eighteen hun- 
dred leagues in circunifcrence^ and is faid to have laftcd 
through a fucceffive feries of four thoufand years : nor is 
this antiquity in the lead to be wondered at. The nar- 
row bounds of our Uiftory, and the fmall extent of our 
kingdoms, which rife and fall in a quick fucceffion,> are 
the confequence of wars, fuper^lition, and the unfavour- 
able circumftances of our utuation. But the Chinefe, 
who are encompaffed and defended on all fidcs by feas and 
deferts, like the ancient Egyptians, may have given a 
lafting liability to their empire. As foon as their coafts 
and the inland part^ of their territories have been peopled 
and cultivated, this happy nation mud of courfe have 
been the centre of attraAion to all the furrounding peo- 
ple ;.and the wandering or cantoned tribes muft neceffa- 
rfly have gradually attached themfelves to a body of men, 
who ipeswe lefs frequently of the conquefts they have 
made, than of the attacks they have fuffered ; and are 
happier in the thought of having civilized their conque*^ 
rors, than they could have been in that of having de- 
ftroyed their invaders. 

In a country where a civilized government has been fo 
anciently eftablifhed, we may every where expedl to find 
ftrong veftiges of the continued exertions of induftry. Its 
^ roads have been levelled with the cxa<Sleft; care ; and, in 
general, have no greater declivity than is ncGeffary to fa- 
cilitate the watering of the land, which the Chinefe qon- 
fider, with reafon, as one of the greatcll helps in agricul- 
ture. There are but few, even of the mod ufeful trees, . 
becaufe their fruits would rob the corh of its nourifliment. 
We cannot, therefore, expedl to meet here with thofe 
gardens full of flowers, verdant lawns, groves, and foun- 
tains, the fight of which is calculated to exhilarate the 
idle fpe(R;ator, while they feem concealed and removed 
from the public eye, as if the owners were afraid of {bow- 
ing how much their amufements had encroached upon 
the foil that ought to be cultivated for the fupport of life. 
The land is not overcharged with thofe parks or exten- 
five fbreds, which are not near fo ferviccable to mankind, , 
by the wooS they furnifh, as prejudiciad* by preventing, 
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agriculture ; and while they contribute to the |)learare of 
the great, by the beafts that range in them, prove a real 
misfortune to the hufbandman. In Chiiia, the beauty of 
a country ^feat confifta in its being -happily fit uated, fur- 
rounded with an agreeable variety of cultivated fields, and 
interfperfed'With trees planted irregularly, and with fome 
heaps of a porous ftone, which, at a diftance, have the 
appearance of rocks or mountains. 

The hills are generally cut into terraces, fupportcd by 
dry walls. Here there are refer voirs, confiruded with 
ingenuity, for the reception of rain and fpring water., It 
is not uncommon to fee the bottom, fummit, and decli- 
vity of a hill, watered by the fame canal, by means of a 
number of engines, of a fimplc conftru6tion, which fave 
manual labour, and perform, with, two men, what could 
cot be done with a thoufand any where elfe. Thefe 
heights commonly yield three crops in a year. They are 
firft fown with a kind of radifh, which produces an oil ; 
then with cotton *, and, after that, with potatoes. This 
is the common method of culture j but the rule is not 
without exception. 

Upon mod of the mountaina which arc incapable of 
being cultivated foV the fubfiflencc.of man, proper trees 
are planted, for building houfes or fhips. Many of thefe 
mountains contain iron, tin, and copper mines, fufficient 
to fupply the empire. The gold mines have been neg- 
lected, either becaufe their produce did not defray the 
expence of working them, or becaufe the gold, dull wafii- 
ed down by the torrents, was found fufficient for the pur* 
pofes of exchange. 

Tlic fandy plains, faved from the ravages of the ocean 
(which changes its bed as rivets do their coiirfe, in a 
fpacc of time fo exactly proportioned to the difference in 
the mafs of water, that a fmall encroachment of the fea 
caufes a thoufand revolutions on. the furface of the globe 
form, at this day, the provinces of Nankin and Tche- 
kiang, which are the finefi in the empire. the Egyp* 
tians checked the courfe of the Nile, the Chinefe have 
repaired, reftrakred, and given laws to the ocean. They 
have ve-united to the continent, trails of land which had 
been disjoined by this clement. To the ailion of the 
univerfe, the Cbincfc oppofe the labours of iifduftry ^ and 
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while natioos, the moft celebrated ia hiftory, Ijiavc, by 
he .rage,,of conqueft^ increafcd the, ravages w4iich time 
is perpetually ^making upon, thi^. globe, they exert fuclt 
efforts to retard, the progrefa of univerfal deyaftation, as 
might appear fuperuaturai, if they were not continual ^ 
and evident. „ . . 

To the improvements of land, this nation adds, if, we 
may be allowed the expreffion, the improvement of the 
water. The rivers, which communicate with each other ' 
by canals, and run under the walls of mqft of the towns, 
prefent us with the protpedl of floating cities, compofed 
of an infinite number of boatsj filled with people, who 
live con ftantly upon the water^ and whofe foie employ- 
tnent is, fifliing. - Tlie fea itfelf is covered with numberlefs 
veflcls, whofc mails, at a difiance, appear like moving 
forefts. Anfoo mentions it; as a reproach to’the.fifher- 
men belonging to thefo boats, that they did nop give 
themfclves , a 'moment’s intermiffion from . their work to 
h>ok at his fivip, which was the largeft that had ever an- 
chored in thofe latitudes. But this inattention to an ob- 
}c£l, which appeared to a Chinefe failor of no ufe, though 
it was in the way of his profeflion, is, perhaps, a proof 
of the hap.pinefs of a people, who prefer bufinefs to mat- 
ters of mere curiofity. ^ 

The mode' of cultivation - is by ’ no \ means -uniform 
tkrQughopt this -empire, but varies according to the na- 
ture of the foil and the difference of the climate^ In the 
low coUntiios towards the fouth, rice is-fowri, which, be- 
ing always under water, grows to a great fize, and yields 
two crops in a year.- In the4nhiid parts of the country, 
‘v»liere the fituation is lofty and dry, the foil produces a 
fpecies of rice, .which is* neithei fo large, fo well tailed, 
01 fo nourifhing as the former, and makes the hufband- 
man but one- return ' in the year for his lal^our. In the 
northern parts, the fame kinds of grain are cultivated aa 
in E-urope ; they grow in as great plenty, and are of as 
good a qi^ality, as in any of our ,moft fertile countries. 
From one end of China to the other, there are large quan- 
tities of .vegetables, particularly in tbe fouth ; where, to- 
gether with fifh, they fupply the place of meat, whidi is 
the general food of the other provinces. But the im- 
piovcment of lands is univcrfally underflood at^d attended 
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to. All the different kinds of manure are carefully pre- 
ferved> and fkilfully diftributed to the beft advantage ; 
and that which arifes from fertfle lands,* is applied to 
make them ft ill more fertile. This grand fyftem of na- 
ture, which h fuftained by deftru^ion and re-produdion, 
is better underftood and attended to in China, than in any 
other country in the world. 

The firft cadfe of the rural economy of the Chinefe, is 
that chara6i:er of induftry by which Tthcfe people are par- 
ticularly diftinguilhed, who, in their nature, require a lefs 
ftiare of repofe. Every day in the year is devoted to la- 
bour, except the firft, which is employed in paying and 
receiving vifits among relations ; and the laft, which is fa- 
cred to the memory of their anceftors. The firft is a fo- 
cial duty; the latter, a part of domefti<f worfhip. Ii> this 
nation of fages, whatever unites and civilizes mankind, is 
religion : and religion itfelf is nothing more than the prac- 
tice of the focial virtues. They are a fober and rational 
people, who want nothing more than the coiitroul of , ci- 
vil laws to make them juft; their private worfhip confifts 
in the love of their parents, whether living or dead ; and 
their public worfhip, in the love of labour ; and that kind 
of labour which is holden in the raoft facred veneration, 
is agriculture. 

The generofity of two of their emperors is much re- 
vered, who, preferring the interefts of the ftate to thofe 
of their family, kept their own children from the throne, 
to make room for men taken from the plough. The Chi- 
nefe alfo revere the memory of thofe hufbandmen who 
fov^ed the feeds of the happinefs and ftabih'ty of the em- 
pire in the fertile bofom of the earth, that inexhauftible 
Iburcc of whatever conduces tb the nourifhmcnt, and con- 
fequently to the incrcafe of mankind. 

In imitation of thefe royal hufbandmen, the emperors 
of China become hufbandmen officially. It is one of their 
public fun^lions, to break up the ground in the fpring : 
and the parade and magnificence that accompanies this 
ceremony, draws together all the farmers in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital. They flock in crowds, to fee 
Aeir princ6 perform this folemnity, in honour of the firft 
of all the arts. It is not, as in the fables of Greece, a 
god who lends the flocks of a king : it is the father of his 
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people^ v(rho, holding the plough with* his own hands, 
fhow» his children what are the thie riches of ther Hate. 
In a little timh, he repairs -again to the field he has 
ploughed himfd[f> to {bw the feed that is nioft proper for 
the ground. The e^tample of the prince is followed in all 
the provinces $ and at tlie fame feafons,^ the viceroys re- 
peat the fame ceremonies, in the prefetice of a numerous 
concourfe of hufbandmen. The Europeans who have 
been prefent at thi« folemnity at Canton, never fpeak of 
it without emotion } and make us regret, that this feftival, 
the political aim of which is the encouragement of labour, 
is not eftabliihed in our climate, inftcad of that number 
of teligvous feafts, which feem to be invented by idlencfs, 
to make 'the country a barren wafte. 

It is not to be imagined, however, - chat the court of 
Pekin is really engaged in the labours of a rural life. The 
arts of luxury are grown to fo great a height in China, 
that thefe tranfadrions can only pafs for mere ceremonies. 
But the law, which obliges the prince to fhow this token 
of refpe<ft to the profeffion of hufbandmen, has a tenden- 
cy to promote the advantage of agriculture. The defer- 
ence paid by the fovej^eign to public opinions, contributes 
to perpetuate them ; and the influence of opinion is the 
principal fpring that actuates the political machine. 

This influence is preferved in China, by conferring hb- 
noiirs on all hufbandmen who excel in the cultivation of 
the ground. When any ufcful difeovery is made, the 
author of it is called to court, to communicate it to the 
prince ; and is fentby the government into the provinces, 
to inftrud them in this method. In a word, in this coun- 
try, where nobility is not hereditary, but a mere perfonal 
reward, indiferiminately beftowed upon merit, feveral of 
of the magiftrates, and perfons raifed to the higheft em- 
ployments in the empire, are chofen out of families which 
are folely employed in the cultivation of land. 

Thefe encouragements, which belong to the manners 
of the people, are further feconded by the beft political 
inftitutions. Whatever is m its nature incapable of being 
divided, as the fea, rivers, canals, &c. is enjoyed in com- 
mon, and' is the property of no individual. Every* onq 
has the liberty of going upon the water, of fifhing, and 
bunting ; and a fubjc6t who is in pofleffioD of an cflate,. 
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whether acquired by or left by hi« relations, ia ia 

no danger of having his right called in queftion by the 
tyrannical authority of the feudal laws* . 

The fmallncfs of the taxes is ftill a , further encourage* 
ment to agriculture. Except the cuftoms eftabliilied in 
the fea-portfl, there are but two kinds of tribute known 
in the empire. The fir It, which is perfonal, is paid by 
every citizen from twenty to fixty years of age, in proper* 
tion to his income. The fecond, which is levied on the 
produce of the land, amounts to a tenth, a twentieth, 
or a thirtieth part, according to the q^uahty of the foil. 
There cerUinly have been fome of their emperors, or mi- 
nlfiers, who have attempted to extend and multiply the 
taxes ; but as fuch an undertaking would require muclv 
time, and that no man could flatter himfclf that he Ihould 
live to fee the fuccefs of it, the attempt has been given 
up. Men of bad principles aim at immediate enjoyment ; 
while the virtuous miniller, extending his benevolent 
views beyond the prefent generation,- contents himfelf 
with forming defigna, and propagating ufeful truths, for 
tlie advantage of pofterity, without expe<^ug to fee the- 
efFed of them himfelf. - . ' ‘ 

The manner of levying the contrfbutions in China is aa ' 
mild as the contributions thcmfelves. The only penalty. 
iufli£led on perfons liable to be taxed, and who arc too 
flow in the payment of the tribute demanded by the pub- 
lic, Is to quarter old, i»firm, and poor people upon them, ^ 
to be maintained at tbeir expence, till they have difeharg- 
ed the debt due to government. This manner of pro- 
ceeding has- a tendency to awaken pity and humanity in . 
the bread. of a citizen, when he fees miferable obje<^l3, 
and hears the^cries of hunger; inftead of giving him dif- 
guft, and exciting his refentment, by the odious, perqul- 
litions and refearehes of the finance, as pradlifed in Eu- 
rope, by forcible feizures, and the menaces .of an infolent « 
foldiery, who come to live at diferetion in a houfe. expof- 
ed to the numherlefs extortions of the treafury. 

The mandarins levy the tenth part of the produce of .' 
the earth in kind, .and coHedl the poll-tax in money. 
The officers in the municipal towns pay the whole of the ^ 
produce into tlie public treafury, through the hands of 
the receiver-general of the provirice. The ufe that 
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ina<le of this rev^nuci prevents all frauds in coUedlng it ; 
as it is well known, that a part of thefe duties is allotted 
^ for the maintenance of the magillrates and foldiers. The 
mdney arifing ffom the fale of this proportion of the pro- 
duct of the lands which has been expoied to fale, is never 
iflued from the treafury, but in public exigencies. It is 
laid up in the magazines again 11 times of icarcity, when 
the people receive what they had only lent, as it were, in 
times of plenty. 

It may naturally be expelled that a nation, enjoying 
fo many advantages, would be extremely populous ; efpe- 
cially in a climate where, whatever rCafon may be afiigned 
for it, the women arc remarkably prolilic ; where de- 
baucheiy is very uncommon ; where the extent of pater- 
nal rights ncceflarily excites the defire of having a numer- 
ous progeny ; where an equality of fortunes prevails, 
which the difference of conditions renders impofllble in 
other places ; where the mode of living is generally fim- 
ple, little expenfive, and tending always to the mofl rigid 
economy ; where wars are neither frequent nor deflrud- 
ive ; where celibacy is proferibed by the manners of the 
country; and where the hcalthiuefs of the climate ‘pre- 
vents epidemic difeafes. Accordingly, thefe is no coun- 
try in the univerfe fo populous as this. The population 
is indeed carried to too great a height, fince it appears, 
from the records of the empire, that a bad harveft feldom 
fails to produce an infurre6Iion. 

It is unneceflary to fearch beyond this circumflance for 
the reafons which prevent defpotifm from making any ad- 
vancesin China. It is evident from thefe frequent revo- 
lutions, tliJit the people are fully fenfible that a regard to 
the rights of property, and fubmilTion to the laws, are 
duties of a fecondary clafs, fubordinate to the original 
rights of naturei whofe only view, in the formation of 
•communities, has been the common benefit of thofe who 
enter into them. Accordingly, when the more imme- 
diate neceffarics of life fail, the Chinefc ceafe to acknow- 
ledge an authority which does no^ provide for their fub- 
fillence. The right of kings is founded on the regard 
they pay to the prefervation of the people. Neither re- 
ligion nor morality teach any other dodlrine in China. 

The emperor is well aware, that he prehdes over a peo- 
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plc who fubmit to the laws no longer than while thej 
promote their happinefs. He is fchfible, that if the foi- 
rit of tyranny, which is fo common and epidemicaf in 
other countries, fhould feize him but for a moment, fuch 
a violent oppofition would be raifed, that he ,would be 
expelled from the throne. Accordingly, finding himfclf 
invefted with the fupreme command by a people who ob- 
ferve and criticife his condu£l, he is far from attemptinjg 
to eredl: himfelf into an object of religious fupcrftition, 
which fets no bounds to its authority. He does not vio- 
late the facred contrail, by virtue of which he holds the 
feeptre. He is convinced that the people are fo well ac- 
quainted with their rights, and know fo well how to de- 
fend them, that whenever a province complains of the 
mandarin who governs it, he recals him without examin- 
ation, and delivers him up to a tribunal, which proceeds 
againft him if he be in fault ; but fhould he even prove 
innocent, he is not reinftated in his employment ; for even 
the circumftance of its having been poffible for him to 
excite the) refentment of the people, is imputed to him as 
a crime. He is confidered as an ignorant tutor, who at- 
tempts to deprive a father of the love his children bear 
him. This compliance, which, in other countries, would 
nouriih perpetual difeontent, and occafion an infinite num- 
ber of intrigues, is not attended with any inconvenience 
in China, where the inhabitants are naturally difpofed to 
be mild and juft, and the conftitutlon of thb ftate is fo or- 
dered, that its delegates have feldom any rigorous com- 
mands to execute. 

This obligation the prince is under of being juft, tends 
to make him more wile and intelligent. He is in China 
what we wifti to make princes in all countries telieve they 
are, the idol of his people. It fhould feem that the man- 
ners and laws of this country have mutually confpired fo 
eftablifh this fundamental principle, that China is a family , 
of which the emperor is the patriarch. It is not as a con- 
queror, or a legiflator, that he holds his authority ; but 
as a father ; it is by this tie that he governsi rewards, and 
puni/hes. This pleafing fentiment gives him a greater 
fhare of power, than the tyrants of other nations can pof- 
fibly derive from the number of their troops, or the arti- 
fices of their minifters. It is not to be imagined what 
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tftecm and afFedion the ChmeCe have for their emperor ; 
or, as they cxpre% it, for their common, .their univcrM 
father. 

This public veneration is f<^undcd upon that which is 
cilabliihed by private education. In China, the father and 
mother claim an abfolutc right over their children at every 
period of life, even when raifed to jthe highefl dignity. 
Paternal authority and filial affedlion arc the fprings of 
this empire : they regulate the manners, and are the tie 
that unites the prince to his fubjcdls, thcfubje^Sls to their 
prince, and the citizens to one another. The Chinefe go- 
vernment, by the gradual perfcdlion it has acquired, has 
been brought back to that point from which all other go- 
vernments feem to have finally and irrevocably degenerat- 
ed ; to the patriarchal government, which is that of na- 
ture itfelf. 

This fublime fyftem of morals, which for fo many age|^ 
has contributed to the profperity of the Chinefe empire, 
would, however, probably have experienced an infenfible 
change, if the chimerical diftinflions allowed to birth had 
deftroyed that original equality eftablilhed by nature 
among mankind, and which ought only to give way to 
fupenor abilities and fuperior merit. In all the ftates of 
Europe, there are a fet of men who affume, from their 
infancy, a pre-eminence independent of tkeir moraA cha- 
radler. The attention paid them from the moment of 
their birth, gwes them the idea that they are formed for 
command j they foon learn to confider themfclves as a 
diftindl, fpecies, and being fecurc of a certain rank and 
ftation, take no pains to make thcmfelves worthy of it. 

This inftitution, to which we owe fo many indifferent 
minifters, ignorant magiftrates, and bad generals, is not 
eftabliibed in China, where nobility does not defeend by 
hereditary right. The fame any citizen acquires, begins 
and ‘Inds wi^ himfclf. The fon of the prime miniftcr of 
the empire has no advantages at the moment of his birth, 
but thofe he may have derived from nature. The rank o{| 
nobility is fometimes conferred upon the anceffors of a 
man who has done fignal fervices to his country ; but this 
m^rk of diftindion, which is merely; perfonal, dies with 
its poffeffor, and his children derive no other advantage 
from it than the memory and example of his virtues. . 
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In confequence of thi$ perfect equality, the Chiuefe 
are enabled to eftablifh an uniform fyftem of education,- 
and to inculcate correfpondent principles. It is no diffi* 
cult ta/k to perfuade.men who are upon an equal footing 
by birth, that they are all brethren. This opinion gives 
them every advantage which a contrary idea would make 
them lofe. A Chinefe, who fhould abftra<Sb4timfelf from 
this common fraternity, would become a folitary and mi- 
fer'ablc -being, and wander as aftranger in the heart of his- 
country. 

Inftead of thofe frivolous diftin<^lions which are allot- 
ted to birth in almoft every other country, the Chinefe 
fubllitute real ones, founded entirely on perfonal merit. A 
fet of wife and intelligent men, -who are honoured with 
the title of the learned mandarins, devote themfelves to the 
ftudy of all fciences neceflary to qualify them for the ad- 
minidration of public affairs. None can be adniitted into 
this refpe£lable fociety, who are not recommended by 
their talents and knowledge ; for riches give no claim to- 
this privilege. The mandarins themfelves fix upon proper 
perfons to affbeiate with them ; and their choice is always- 
the refult of a flridl examination. There are different 
claffes of mandarins, the fuccefficm to which is regulated 
by merit, and not by feniority. 

Erom this body of mandarins, the eniperor, according 
to a cuflom as ancicut as the empire, eleds minillers, ma- 
giftrates, governors of provinces, and officers of every 
denomination who arc called to any employment in the 
date. As bis choice can only fall upon men of tried abi- 
lities, the welfare of the people is always lodged in the 
hands of thofe who are worthy of fuch a trud. 

In confequence of this inditution, no dignity is here- 
ditary except that of the crown ; and even that does nOt 
always devolve on the eldcft fon ; but on him whom the 
emperor and the council of mandarins judge mod worthy 
By this method, a fpirit of virtuous emulation prevails 
even in the imperial family. The throne is given to merit 
alone, and it is afligned to the heir only -in confideration 
of his abilities. The emperors rather cboofe to look for 
aTucceffor in a diffg*ent family, than to intrud the reins 
of government to unGcilful hands. 

Tl^ viceroys and magidrates enjoy the affedlion of the- 
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p^ople^ at the f?im^ tim« that they partake of the autho- 
^ity of the fovereign ; and any millakes in their admlnl- 
ftratioM meet with the fame indulgence that is fhown to 
thofc of the fupfeme legillator. They have not that 
tendency to fedition which prevails in this part of the 
world. In China tliere is no fet of men to form or ma- 
nage a fa(Elion ; as the mandarins have no rich and power- 
ful family connections, they can derive no fupport but 
from the crown, and their own wifdom. They are train- 
ed up in a way of thinking that infpires humanity, the 
love of Older, beneficence, and refpedl for the laws. 
They take pains to inculcate thefe fentiments into the 
people, and fecure their attachment to every law, by 
pointing out to them its ufeful tendency. The fovereign 
p^es no edict that does not convey fome moral or politi- 
cal inftruClipn. The people necclTarlly become acquaint- 
ed with their interefts, and the meafurcs taken by go- 
vernment to promote them; and the better informed they 
are, the more likely they will be to remain quiet. 

Superftition, which excites difturbances in all ‘other 
countries, and either eftabliflies tyranny, or overthrows 
government, has no influence in China. It is tolerated, 
lujudicioufly perhaps by the laws ; but, at lead, it' never 
makes laws itfclf. No perfon can have any fliare in the 
govtrument, who does not belong to the clafs of literati, 
who admit of no fuperdicion. The bonzes are not al- 
lowed to ground the duties of morality upon the doc- 
trines of their feds, nor confcquently to difpcnfe with 
them. If they impofe upon fome part of the nation, 
their artifices do not alfeCl thofe whofe example and 
authority arc of the greatefh^importance to the ftate. 

Confucius, in whole aCtions and difeourfes precept was 
joined to example, whofe memory is equally revered, and 
whofe dodrine is equally embraced by all clafles and feds 
^hatfoever, was the founder of the national religion of 
China. His code contains a fyftem of natural law, which 
ought to be the ground-wbrk of all religions, the rule pf 
fociety, and llandard of all governments. He taught, 
that reafon was an emanation of the Deity ; and that the 
fqprcrn^ law confided in the harmony between nature and 
reafon. I'he religion that runs in oppofiiion to thefe two 
guides of human life, does not come from heaven. 
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As the Chincfc have no term for God, they fay that 
heaven is God. “ fays the emperOr Changchi, in ait 
cdi6t publifhed in 171a, “ it is not to the vifibTc andma- 
“ terial heaven, that we offer our facriltccs, but to the 

Lord of heaven.*' Thus atheifm, though not uncom- 
mon in China, is not publicly proftflcd. It as neither the 
charaftcriftic of a fc6t, nor an obje6l of perfccution ; but 
is tolerated as well as fuperftition. 

The emperor, who is foie pontiff, is like wife the judge 
in matters of religion 5 but as the national worfhip was 
made for the government, not the government for it.; 
and as both were defigned to be fubfervient to the ends 
of fociety ; it is neither the intcreft nor inclination of the 
fovercign to employ the combination of authority lodged 
in his hands, for the purpofes of oppreffion. If on the 
one hand the do6trines and ceremonies of the hierarchy 
do not prevent the prince from making an ill ufe of abfo- 
lutc authority ; he is more powerfully reflrained on the 
other^ by the general influence of the national manners. 

Any attempt to charge thefe manners would be attend- 
ed with the greateft difficulty, becaufe they are inculca- 
ted by a mode of education which is, perhaps, the beft 
we are acquainted with. The Chinefe do not make a 
point of inftrudting their children till they are five years 
old. They are then taught to wiite words or hierogly- 
phics, which reprefent lenfible objedfs, of which at the 
fame time they endeavour to give them clear ideas.- Af- 
terwards, their memory is ftored with fententious verfes, 
containing precepts of morality, which they are taught 
to reduce to pradlice. As they advance in years, thqy 
are inftrudlcd in the philofophy of Confucius. This is 
the manner of education among the ordinary ranks. The 
children who may afpire to. polls of honour, begin in the 
fame manner ; but intermix other fludics relative to hu- 
. man condudl in the different ftations of life. 

In China, the manners take their complexion from the 
lawtf, and are preferved by common ufage, which is like- 
wife preferibed by the laws. The Chinefe have a greater 
number of precepts, relating to the moft common ac- 
tions, than any other people in the world. Their code 
of pojiteneffi is very voluminous j the lowed citizen is in- 
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ftrudcd in it, aftd dbferves it with the feme exet^ncfs as 
the mandarins and the court. 

The laws in this code, like all the reft, are formed'" 
with a view of keeping up the opinion that China is but 
one great Jamily, and of promoting that regard and mu- 
tual afFe<Etion in the citizens, which is due to each other 
as brethren. Thefe rights and cuftoms tend to preferve 
the manners. Sometimes, indeed, ceremonies are fubfti- 
tuted for fentiment ; but how often are they the means of 
reviving it ! They compofe a kind of conftant homage 
that is paid to virtue ; and is calculated to engage the at- 
tention of youth. This homage preferves the rcfpe<ft due 
to virtue hcrfelf ; and If it fometimes leads to hypocrify, 
it encourages at leaft a laudable zeal. Tribunals arc 
ere^ed to take cognizance of tranfgreflions againft cuf- 
tom ; as well as to puniih crimes, and reward merit. 
Mild and moderate punifhments are infli<fted upon crimes, 
and virtue is diftinguifhed by marks of honour. Honour 
is, therefore, one of the principles that a(ftuatc the Chi- 
nefe government : and though it be the leading one, it 
operates more flrongly than fear, and more feebly than 
affedlion. 

Under the influence of fuch inflitutions, China muft 
be the country in the whole world where men are moft 
humane. Accordingly, the humanity of the Chinefe is 
confpicuous on thofe occafions, where it fhould feem that 
virtue could have no other obje^ but juflice ; and that 
jullice could not be executed without feverity. Their 
prifoners are confined in neat and commodious apart- 
ments, where they are well taken care of, even to the 
moment when they fuffer. It frequently happens, that 
the only punifhment inflifted on a rich man amounts to 
no more than obliging him, for a certain time, to main- 
tain or clothe fome old men and orphans at his own ex- 
pence. Our moral and political romances form the real 
hillory of the Chinefe, who have regulated all the ac- 
tions of men with fuch an exa<ft nicety, that they have 
fcarcely any need of fentiment. Yet they do not fail to 
cultivate the latter, in order to give a proper eftimation 
to the former. 

The fpirit of patriotifm, that fpirit, without which 
ftates are mere colonics, and not nations, is flronger, per- 
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haps, and more a6iive among the Chincfc, than it is found 
in any republic. It is common to fee them voluntarily 
_ contributing their labour to repair the public roads ; the 
rich build j^aces of (helter upon them for the ufc of tra- 
vellers j and others plant trees there. Such actions,, which 
are proofs ©f a beneficent humanity rather than an ofien- 
tation of gencrofity, are far from being imcornmon in 
China. 

There have been times, when they have beei\.frequent, 
and others, when they been lefs fo ; but the corruption 
which was the caufe of the latter, brought on a revolu- 
tion, and the manners of the people were rcfornied’. ’ 
They fuffered by the late invafion of the TartaTs : thejr 
are now recovering, in proportion as the princes of that 
victorious nation lay afide the fuperftitions of their o\vn 
country, to adopt the principles of the nation they have 
conquered ; and in proportion as they improve in the 
knowledge of thofe books which the Chinefe call cano- 
nical. 

It cannot be long before wx fee the amiable chara<ter 
of' this nation entirely revived ; that fraternal and kind- 
red principle, thofe enchanting and focial ties, which 
foften the manners of the people, and attach them invio- 
lably to the laws. Political errors and rices cannot take 
deep root in a country where no perfons are ever promot- 
ed to public employments, but fuch as arc of the fc<Sl of 
the learned, whofe foie occupation ie to inftrufl themfelves 
in the prlnai^les^of momlity and government. As long 
as real knowledge fhall be holderi in eltimation, as long as 
it fhall continue to lead to public honours, there will exift 
among the people of China a fund of rcafori and virtue, 
which will not be found among other nations. 

It muft, however, be acknowledged, that the greateft 
part of thofe improvements, which depend upon theories 
that are in the leaft complicated, are not fo far advanced 
there, as might naturally be expefled from that ancient, 
aftive, and diligent people, who •have fo long had a clue 
to them. But this circumflancc is not inexplicable. 
The Chinefe language requires a long and laborious llu- 
dy, fcarcely to be comprehended within the term of a 
man’s life. The rites and ceremonies, which they ob- 
ferve upon every occafion^ afford more exercife for their 
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jnemory than their fenfibility. Their ^manners are calcu- 
lated to check the impulfea of the foul, and weaken its 
operations. Too affiduous in the purfuit tjf what is ufcful, 
they have no. opportunity of launching out into the exten- 
five regions of imagmation. An exceflive veneration for 
antiquity, makes them the-flavcs of whatever is eftablilh- 
cd. All thefe caufes united, muft neceflarily have ftifled, 
among the Chinefe, the fpirit of invention. It requires 
.ages with them to bring any thing to perfection ; and 
wlioever refleCls on the llate in which arts and fciences 
.were found among them three hundred years ago, mull 
.be convinced of the extraordinary antiquity of their em- 
pire. 

The Low ilate of learning and of the fine arts in China, 
^nlay perhaps >be further ow’ing to the very perfection of 
4ts govenuncnc, and fyllem of policy. This paradox has 
its foundation in reafon. Where the ftudy of the laws 
.holds the firll rank in a, nation, and is rewarded with an 
appointment in the adminiftration inftcad of a polltn an 
,academy; where learning is applied to the regulation 
of, manners, or the maintenance of the public weal; 
where the fame nation is exceedingly populous, and re- 
/quircs a conftant attention in its learned members to make 
fubfi Hence keep an equal pace with population ; wher-e 
.every individual, befide the duties he owes to the public, 
which take a confiderabie time to be well underflood, has 
particular duties arifing from the claims of his family or 
profeflion : in fuch a nation, the fpeculative and orna- 
mental parts of fcience cannot be expeCled to arrive at 
that height , of fplendour^they have attained in Europe. 
But the Chinefe, who are only our fcholars in the arts of 
luxury and vanity, are. our matters in the fcience of good 
government. They can teach us the art of increafing 
population, not that of deftroying it. 

♦ One of vthe arts in which the Chinefe have made the 
.leall progrefe, is that of war. It is natural to imagine, 
that a nation, whofe whole conduCl, like that of infants, 
is influenced by ceremonies, precepts, and cuftoma, either 
of private or public inftitution, mutt conCequently be pliant, 
moderat^e, and inclined to tranquillity both at home and 
abroad. Reafon and refleClion, while they cberilh fenti- 
mentfi like thefci leave no room for that cnthuiiafm, 
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which conftitutcs the hero and the warrior. The fpirit 
of humanity, which they imbibe in their tender years, 
makes them look with abhorrence on thofe fanguinary 
feenes of rapine and maffacre, that arc fo familiar to na- 
tions of a warlike turn. With fuch difpofitions, can we 
wonder that the Chinefe arc not warriors ? They have 
foldiers without number,, but totally undifeiplined, ex- 
cept in the fingle article of obedience, and which are ftill 
more deficient in military manoeuvres than in courage. In 
their wars with the Tartars, the Chinefe knew not how 
to fight, and only Rood to be killed. Their attachment 
to their government, their country, and their laws, 
may fupply the want of a warlike fpirit, but will never 
fupply the want of good arms and military Ikill. When 
a nation has found the art of fubduing its conquerors by 
its manners, it has no occafion to overcome its enemies by 
force of arms. 

Is there a man who can look with fo much indifference 
upoti the happinefs of a confidcrable portion of the hu- 
man race, as not to wifh that the ftate of ‘China were 
really fuch as we have been reprefenting it ? Let us, how- 
ever, attend to what thofe perfons have to fay upon the 
fubje<5^, who think thcmfclvcs warranted in entertaining a 
contrary opinion. 

S/ata of China In order to judge, fay thefe people, 
according io the of a nation, equally doled on all fidcs, 
accounts of the fince foreigners arc not permitted to en- 
calumniators of ter into it, and the natives are prohibit- 
that empire. ed from going out of it, it is neceffary 
to fet out from fomc principles, which, 
however uncertain they may be, are ftill received as found 
principles. Thefe fhall be the very fads that are alleged 
by the pan egy rifts of China. We lb all take thenv for 
granted, without entering into a difeufiion of them ; and 
we {hall only draw the conclufions that are ncceffarily de- 
rived from them. 

I. China..cnjoyed, or was under the calamity of an im- 
menfe population, when it was conquered by the Tartars ; 
and it is concluded, from the circumftance of the laws 
having been adopted by the conqueror, that they muft 
have been wife laws. 
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This fubmifilon of the Tartars to the Chinefe govern- 
ment does not appear to us to be a proof of its excel- 
lence. It is ill the nature of things that great bodies 
fhould give the law to little ones ; and this rule is obferv- 
ed in morality as well as in philofophy. If we, therefore, 
compare the number of the conquerors with that of the 
vanquifhed pe^le, wc fhall find, that to one Tartar there 
were fifty thomand Chinefe. Is it poflible that one indi- 
vidual fiiould alter the cufloms, manners, and legiflation, 
of fifty thoufand men ? Befidcs, how . could it happen 
otherwife than that thefc Tartars ^fiiould have adopted the 
Chmefe laws, when they had none of their own to fub- 
fiitute to them ? The circumfiances which this extraordi- 
nary revolution molt confpicuoufly difplays are the 
cowardice of the nation, and its indifference for its maf- 
ters, which is one of the molt ftriking charadterillics of 
the Have. Let us proceed to confidcr the population of 
China. 

2. From time immemorial agriculture has been honour- 
ed in China ; this is a fa£t upon which all are agreed. 
Every country addidted to hufbandry, and which enjoys 
a long continuance of peace ; which does not experience 
any bloody revolutions ; which is neither oppreffed by 
tyranny, nor expofed to devaltation by the difeafes of the 
climate ; and wliere we fee, the laborious citizen collecting 
in the plain a ba/lect full of earth, carrying it up to the 
tops of the mountains, covering the naked point of a rock 
M'ith it, and keeping it in its fituation by little pallifades ; 
fuch a country mull infallibly abound with inhabitants. 
Would thefe inhabinuits, indeed, employ themfelves in 
extravagant labours, if the plain from which they have 
gathered this fmall parcel of land, were uncultivated, de- 
ferted, and abandoned to the firll man who might be de- 
firous of poffelTing it ? If the people were at liberty to ex- 
tend themfelves into the country, would they remain clnf- 
teflsd together in the neighbourhood of the cities ? The 
empire of China is, therefore, very well peopled in all 
its parts. 

The country ia interfe£led by a great number of canals, 
which would -be ufelefs, if they did not eltablilh a fre- 
quent and neceffary communication between one place and 
another. What can thefe things imply, unlefs it be a great 
Vol. /. F 
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deal of Internal motion, and confequently a very confidcr- 
able degree of population ? 

Every country fubfiftlng by hulbandry, vrhere dearths 
are frequent, and >vhere thofe dearths occafion the infur- 
reftion of thoufands of men ; where, in the courfe of 
thefe infurreftions, more crimes and murders are commit- 
ted ; and there are more conflagrations and^^orc pillaging^ 
than would take place on the irruption of a band of fava- 
ges ; and where, as foon as the feafon of the famine and 
the revolt is over, the adminiftration abftains from purfu- 
ing the criminal, fuch a country certainly contains a 
greater number of inhabitants than it can fubfift. Would 
not the Chinefe be the moft abfurd of all people, if the 
accidental want of the neceffaries of life proceeded from 
their negleft, either in cultivating their land, or in provid- 
ing for their fiibfiflence ? But China, an immenfe and fer- 
tile country, fo well cultivated, and fo admirably govern- 
ed, is not the lefs expofcd to this fort of calamity. It 
muft, therefore, contain ten times, twenty times as many 
inhabitants as It does acres of land. 

Every country, in which the attachment of parents to 
their offspring, a fentiment fo natural, that it is common 
to man and brutes, is totally difregarded, and in which the 
children arc murdered, ftifled, or expofed, witliout incur- 
ring the refentment of the public, has either too many 
inhabitants, or is occupied by a race of men different from 
any other on the furface of the globe. This, however, is 
what is pradlifed in China ; and to deny or to invalidate 
this fadt, would be to throw the veil of uncertainty upon 
all the reft. 

But there is ftill another phenomenon wliich more par- 
ticularly confirms the opinion of the exceffive population 
of China ; and this is, the little progrefs the arts and 
fciences have made there, in proportion to the extreme 
length of time they have been cultivated. The fpirit of 
inquiry has ftopped juft at that point where, ceafing to 
be ufeful, its relearches begin to be mere objedts of curi- 
ofity. There is more advantage to be derived from the 
invention of the moft trifling pradlical art, than from the 
moft fublime difeovery, which Ihould be only th^ work of 
genius. The man who knows how to cut up a piece of 
gauze to the beft advantage vrould be in higher eitima- 
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tion than he who fhould refolve the moft difficult problem 
in philosophy. In this country that queftion is more par- 
ticularly repeated which we hear too frequently among 
ourfelves, what is the ufe of all this ?’* I afie whether 
this Spirit of tranquillity, fo contrary to the natural difpo- 
fition of man, who is always inclined to go beyond what 
he already knows, can be otherwife explained, than by a 
degree of population which prohibits idlenefs and the fpi- 
rit of contemplation, and which keeps the nation in a con- 
tinual itate of anxiety and attention to its Wants. China 
is, therefore, the moft populous region on the face of the 
globe. 

This being granted, doth it not follow that it is alfo the 
moft corrupt? Do we not learn fi*om general experience, 
that the vices of focicty are in proportion to the number 
of individuals which compofe it ? What anfwer could be 
made, if it were to be affirmed, that the morals of the 
Chinefe, throughout the whole extent of their empire, 
muft neceflarily Be ftill more depraved than in our largell 
cities, where a fenfe of honour, at leaft, to which the 
Chinefe is a ftranger, adds a luftre to virtue, and conceals 
the deformity of vice ? 

May it not be adeed, what is, and what muft be the 
character of a people, among whom we fee not unfre- 
quently one provinoc rufliing upon another, and putting 
all the inhabitants to death, without mercy and with im- 
punity ? Can the manners of fuch a people be mild ? Is 
that nation to be efteemed civilized or barbarous in which 
the laws neither reftrain nor punifh the expofition or the 
murder of new-born infants ? Can thefe people be faid to 
cherifh, in an eminent degree, the Sentiments of humani- 
ty, benevolence, and commiferation ? Or, can we enter- 
tain a high opinion of their wlfdom, when, being incited 
by a concurrence of extraordinary circumftances to found 
•olonies, they have either not conceived, or have dlfdaln- 
ed to put in pra<?tice, an expedient fo Simple, and fo effec- 
tual againft the dreadful calamities to which they are re- 
peatedly and continually expofed ? 

So far, we cannot form any high opinion of the wif- 
dom of the Chinefe. Let us fee whether the examination 
of the conftitutlon of the empire, of the condudl of the 
Sovereign and his minifters, of the knowledge of the learn- 

F a 
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ed, and of the manners of the people, will contribute to 
infpire us with a more fublime idea of it. 

3 . A ferious writer, who Js not among the crowd that 
admires the wifdom of the Chinefe, fays exprefsly, that 
“ the cudgel is the fovereign of China.’' According to 
this ludicrous, and at the faiiie time fagacious idea, I ima- 
gine there would be fome difficulty in perfuading us that a 
nation, in which man is treated as beads are in other 
places, can have the leail tin 6 lure of thofe delicate and fuf- 
ceptible manners that prevail in Europe, where an inju- 
rious word is expiated with blood, and where even a 
threatening gefture is revenged by death. The Chinefe 
.mud be of a very pacific and forbearing difpofition. So 
intich the better, fay our antagonids. 

The “ fovereign of China is, however, confidered, 
“ obeyed, and refpe^ted as the father of his fubjedfs.'' In 
our turn we fhall fay, fo much the worfe. This is, in- 
deed, a certain proof of the humble fubmiffion of the 
children, but not of the goodnefs of the father. The 
bed expedient to precipitate a nation into the mod abjedl 
date of davery, from which it never can recover, is to 
confccrate the title of defpot, by adding that of father to 
it. Such monders arc rarely to be met with anywhere, 
as children who dare lift up their hands againd their pa- 
rents ; but, in defiance of the authority of the laws, 
which has fet limits to paternal authority, we find^ unfor- 
tunately, that parents who treat their children ill are a 
fpccics of monders too commonly met with everywhere. 
The child never calls his father to account for his condu 6 l ; 
and the liberty of the fubjeft, which is ever in danger, if 
the fovereign be fereened from every kind of inquiry, by 
his infinitely refpeclabk title of father, will become anni- 
hilated under a defpot, who lhall not allow the lead in- 
vedigation of the principles pf his adminidration. 

We may perhaps midake, but the Chinefe appear to us 
to be bent under the yoke of a double tyranny ; of pa- 
ternal tvranny in a family, and of civil tyranny in the em- 
pire. From whence we might venture to conclude, that 
they are the mod mild, the mod infinuating, the mod re- 
fpedful, the mod timid, the mod abjedt, and lead dan- 
gerous of all flaves ; unlefs we fuppoft an exception to 
have been made in their favour, to the experience of all na- 

4 
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tions, and of all ages. What is the effect of paternal 
defpotifm amongft us ? The marks of outward refpedf, 
joined to a fecret and inelfciSlual hatred againft our fa- 
thers. What has been, and what is ftill the effefl of ci- 
vil defpotifm in all nations ? Meannefs, and the total ex- 
tinction of every virtue. If things have taken another 
turn in China, let us be informed in what manner^this mi- 
racle has been accompliflied. 

It is alleged, the emperor is well aware that he pre- 
“ fides over a people who fubmit to the laws no longer 
than while they promote their happintfs.’’ Is there 
any difference between the Chinefe and the European upon 
tliis point ? He Is fenfible, that if the fpirit of tyranny 
‘‘ fhould feize him but for a moment, be would be in 
“ danger of being expelled from the throne.’^ — Do not 
ancient and modern hiftories prefent us w’itlt inilanccs of 
this -juft and terrible punifhment ? And what effeCl have 
they produced ? Will it be faid, that a Chinefe is more 
impatient of oppreflion than an Englifliman or a French- 
man ? or, that China has never been, is not at prefent, 
and never will be hereafter, governed by any but the mofl 
accompliflied monarchs ? What abfurdities are we not 
made to adopt by our blind veneration for antiquity and 
for diftant regions ? Mercy, firmnefs, application, know- 
ledge, the love of the people and juftice, are qualities 
which nature only beftows, even feparately, upon a few 
diftinguiftied mortals ; and there is not any one in whom 
they are not unfortunately more or lefs weakened by the 
dangerous poffellion of the fupreme power. It has, there- 
fore, been referved to China alone to efcape this curfe 
which has begun with all focieties, and will lad as long as 
they do. * ^ 

Certainly. “ For there is a tribunal condaiitly fubfid- 
“ ing by the fide of the throne, which keeps an exaCt 
• “ and fevere account of the emperor's adlions," — Does 
not the fame kind of tribunal exid in all countries ? Are 
monarchs unacquainted with it ? or, do they fear or re- 
fpeCt it ? The difference between our tribunal and that of 
China, is, that ours, being compofed of the whole body 
of the nation, cannot be corrupted ; while that of the 
Chinefe confiffs only of a fmall number of learned men. 
Mod fingularly fortunate country, where the hidorian is 
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neither pufillanimous, nor fervile, nor open to fedudion j 
and where the prince, who has the power to order the 
hand or head of his hiftorian to be cut off, turns pale with 
fear, as foon as the writer takes up his pen ! There have 
never been any, except good kings, who have flood in 
awe of the judgment of their cotemporaries, and of the 
cenfure of pollerity. 

Accordingly, “ the fovereigns of Chjna are virtuous, 

jufl, refolute, and enlightened.” — What ! all of them 
without exception ? We may, however, reafonably pre- 
fume, that the imperial palace of China does not differ 
from the palace of the fovereign in all other countries. It 
is one fingle dwelling in the midft of the numberlefs habi- 
tations of the fubjedfs : that is to fay, that when genius 
or virtue happen to fall once from heaven dircdlly upon 
the houfe of the ruler, they mufl ncceffarily fall one hun- 
dred thoufand times upon the fide of it. But perhaps 
this law of nature does not hold in China as it does in 
Europe, where we Ihould efleem ourfelves too fortunate, 
if, after a good king fhall have ten bad fucceffors, there 
(hoiild arife one to refemble him. 

But the fovereign authority in China is limited.”— 
Where is it not ? Or, in what manner, and by whom is 
it limited in China ? If the barrier that protedl the peo- 
ple be not thick fet with lances, fwords, and bayonets, 
turned againfl the breaft, or againft the facred head of 
the paternal and defpotic emperor, we fliould be appre- 
hcnlive, though perhaps without reafon, that this barrier 
in China would be nothing more than a large cobweb, 
upon which the image of Juftice and Liberty may have 
been painted, while, through its tranfparency, the ^uick- 
fighted man may read^y »difcern the hideous form of the 
defpot. Have there been a great number of tyrants de- 
pofed, imprifoned, fentenced, aed put to death there ? 
Does the public fcaffold continually flream with the blood, 
of the fovereigns ? Why have not thefe events taken 
place ? 

Why ? ‘‘ bccaufe the Chinefe government, by a ferics 
“ of revolutions, has been brought back to that ftate 

from which all other nations have receded, the patriar- 

chal govcrngient.” — Let us obferve, under favour of out* 
antagonifts, that the patriarchal government of an im- 
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menfe region, of a family confifting of two hundred mil- 
lions of individuals, appears to be an idea almoft as vifion- 
ary^ as that of a republic extending over one half of the 
known world. The republican form of government im- 
plies a country, the limits of which are iufficiently con- 
fined to admit, of a fpeedy and eafy communication of the 
whhes of the people ; as the patriarchal form of govern- 
ment fuppofes a fmall wandering nation living under tents. 
The notion of a patriarchal government exifiing in China, 
is a kind of fpeculative illufion, that would raife a fmilc 
in the emperor and his mandarins. 

4, “ As the manda’“in8 are not attached to any rich or 

powerful families, the empire is free from commotions.*' 

—'Singular aflertions ; thac the tranquillity of the empire is 
fecured by the very circumftance which feems moll likely 
to difturb it I Unlefs we fuppofe that Richelieu had mif- 
taken, in his fyftem of politics, when he made it a rule, 
that great places were not to be given to men of low ex- 
tra6lion or fortune, who are actuated by no other motive 
than their duty, 

“ It is a fadl, that thefe {latefmcn never excite any com- 

motions.** — Perhaps it may be equally a fadl, that they 
have no poor relations to take care of, no flatterers to 
load with favours, no favourites or miftreffes to enrich ; 
and that they arc equally fuperior to fedudlion as to error. 
But a circurn fiance which is inconteftible, is, that thefe 
magiftrates, or chiefs of the law, carry about with them, 
without a fenfe of fhame, the marks of their degradation 
and ignominy. What an opinion can we have of a ma- 
giftrate who bears the banner or eniign of his own dif- 
grace, without being humbled by it ! What can we 
think of a people, whofe reverence for fuch a magiftratc 
is not diminilhed ? 

5. After the fovereign and the mandarin, the learned 
jnan prefents himfelf to our examination. This learned 
man is a perfon educated in a dodlrine which infpircs hu- 
manity ; and who teaches it to others, A man who, 
preaches the love of order, benevolence, and rcfpe£l for 
the laws ; and who diffufes thefe fentiments among the 
people, and points out their utility to them. — And have 
we not in our fchools and our pulpits, amongft our clergy, 
our magiftrates, and philofophcrs, men who may be reckon- 
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ed not inferior to thefe literati, either in knowledge or in 
found morals ; who exercife the fame fundions, both in 
their difcourfes and in their writings, in the capital, in\he 
great cities, in the fmaller towns, in the villages, and in 
the hamlets ? If the wifdom of a nation were to be com- 
puted by the number of its teachers, no people would be 
fuperior to us in that quality. 

We have thus gone through the higher ranks of the 
empire ; let us now defc^end to perfons of inferior llations, 
and take a curfory view of the popular manners. 

6. What do we find in fome works of morality, tranf- 
lated from the Chinefe ? We find a fet of infamous per- 
lons exercifing the fun6tions of the police ; the innocent 
man condemned, beaten, whipped, and thrown into pri- 
fon ; the guilty pardoned, upon payment of a pecuniary 
fir>e, or punifhed, if the offended perfon liappens to be the 
moft powerful : in a word, all our public and domcflic 
vices in a more hideous and difgufting point of view. 

y. But we cannot acquire more jufl ideas of the popu- 
lar manners than from the fyflcm of education. In what 
inode is the Hate of infancy managed in China ? A child 
is obliged to remain fitting for hours together, without 
the lead motion, in perfe(H: lilence, its arms folded over its 
breafl, and in the attitude of the moil; profound thought 
and meditation. ^What effe6l can be expefted from an 
habitual pradlice, fo contrary to nature ? A man of com- 
mon fenfe would anfwer ; — taciturnity, cunning, falfehood, 
hypocrify, and all the train of vices that are peculiar to 
the cool, deliberate villain. He would think, that, in 
China, that amiable franknefs which delights us fo much 
in children ; that artlcfs ingenuoufnefs which difappears 
as they advance in age, and which engages univerfal con- 
fidence in thofe few perfons who are lb fortunate as to 
preferve it ; that all thefe charming qualities, in a word, 
were llifled there in the cradle. 

8. “ The code of Chinefe politenefs is very long.’’ — A 
man of common fenfe would infer from this, that polite- 
nefs, in China, is not the fimplc and natural exprelTion of 
attentive complaifance and general good-will, but merely 
a formal etiquette ; and he would confider the cordial ap- 
pearance of thofe dirty carmen who kneel to each other, 
who embrace, who addrefs each other in the moft affeo- 
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tionate terms, and who lend each other a mutual afliftance, 
as a kind of mummery pradfifed among a ceremonious 
people. 

9. ‘‘ There is a tribunal eftablifhed, to take cognizance 
of offences again ll cudom/* — A man of common fenfe 

would fufpedl, that juftice would be more properly ad- 
minifteved againd thele trifling offences, than in the civil 
tribunals againd crimes of greater magnitude ; and he 
would doubt much, whether the powers of the foul could 
be exalted, or the fprings of genius brought into adtion, 
under the fhacklcs of rites, ceremonies', and formalities. 
He would imagine, that a people devoted to ceremony 
mud inevitably be narrow-minded ; and, without ever hav- 
ing lived at Pekin or at Nankin, he would venture to af- 
fert, that there is no country in the world in which there 
is lefs regard for virtue, or more attention to the appear- 
ances of It. 

10. All perfons who have traded with the Chinefe, are 
unanimous in declaring, that the utmod precautions are 
nccefiary, to prevent being duped by them. They arc 
not even aflianied of their diflionedy. 

A certain European, in his firll voyage to this empire, 
bought feme merchandize of a Chinefe, who cheated him, 
both in the quality and the price. The goods had been 
carried on board of fliip, and the bargain was completed. 
The European flattered himfelf, that he might pofTibly 
move the Chinefe by moderate reprefentations, and faid to 
him, Chinefe, thou had fold me bad goods. — ‘‘ That 
“ maybe,” replied the Chinefe, “ but you mud pay.” — 
Thou had broken the laws of judice, and abufed my 
“ confidence.” — ‘‘ That may be, but you mud pay.” — 
But thou art then no better than a rogue or a thief.” 
- — That may be, but you mud pay.” — ‘‘ What opinion, 
“ then, mud I carry back to my country, of thoE Clii- 
nefe, fo celebrated for vvifdom ? 1 {hall fay, that you 

“ are a fet of rafcals.” — “ Phai may be, but you mull 
“ pay.” The European having added to thefe reproaches 
every injurious epithet fuggeded to him by his rage, with- 
out being able to get any thing more than thefe cool 
words, pronounced with deliberation, “ That may be, 
“ but you mud pay,^^ — at length pulled out his purfe, 
and laid down the money. The Chinefe then taking it 
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up, faid to him : ‘‘ European, inftead of ftorming againfl: 
** me in the manner you have juft been doing, would it 
V not have been better for you to hold your tongue, and 
“ to do at firft what you have been obliged to come to at 
** laft ? For, after all, what have you got by it 

The Chinefe, therefore, have not even that remaining 
feiife of ftiame common to all profefTed rogues, who ftill 
will not fubmit to be told that they are fo. They are, 
confequently, arrived at the laft ftage of depravity. Nei- 
ther are we to imagine, that the inllancc here quoted is a 
fihgular one : thefe phlegmatic manners are the natural 
effeeft of that referve which is infpired by the Chinefe mode 
of education. 

Neither is it to be urged, that the Chinefe obferve the 
rules of good faith among themfelves, while they think 
themfelves free from this obligation in their intercourfe 
with ftrangers. This, certainly, is not, becaufe it cannot 
be. A man cannot be alternately honeft and dlfhoneft. 
The man who has made it a pra6lice to cheat foreigners, 
is too often expofed to the temptation of cheating his fel- 
low-citizens, to be able conftantly to refill it. 

II. But it may be objedled, that, according to thefe 
reprefentations, China is a barbarous country. I anfwer, 
it is ftill worfe. The half-civilized Chinefe appear to me 
as favages, with pretenfions to civilization : they are a 
people completely corrupt, a condition more wretched 
than that of fiinple and natural barbarifm. The principle 
of virtue may unfold itfelf in a favage, by a feries of fa- 
vourable circumftances ; but we know of no circumftance, 
nor can we conceive any one, capable of, rendering this 
important fervice to a Chinefe, in whom this principle is 
not ftifled, but totally^ol?iit^^erated. To the depravity and 
ignorance of thefe people, we may add their ridiculous 
vanity. Do they not fay, that “ they have two eyes, 
while we have but one ; and that the reft of the world 
is blind This prejudice, their exceflive population, 
the indifference they have for their ftivercigns, which is 
probably the confequence of it, the obftinate attachment 
they have to thi ir culloms, the prohibition ellabli/hed by 
their laws of going out of their country ; all thefe cir- 
cumftancts mull necefl'arily fix the Chinefe in their prcr 
fent ftate, during an indefinite courfe of ages. The man 
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who thinks all knowledge centered in himfelf, or who de* 
fpifes what he is ignorant of, will never learn any thing. 
How is it poflible to teach wifdom to him who luppofes 
himfelf the only wife man ? or, to improve him who ef- 
tecms himfelf arrived at perfeftion ? We will venture to 
foretel, that the flate of the Chinefe will never be melio- 
rated, either by war, peftilence, famine, or even by tyran- 
ny, the mofl infupportable of all thefe calamities, and, for 
th is very rcafon, more proper than all the others combin- 
ed, to regenerate a nation by the violence of its opprefTion. 

12. We know not whether the other nations of the 
univerfe have been of much advantage to the Chinefe; but 
of what fervice have they been to the reft of the earth ? 
It diould feem that their encomiafts have affe(fted to be- 
itow upon them a degree of coloffal magnitude, while they 
have reduced us to the low ftature of pigmies. We, on 
the contrary, have been attentive to fhew them as they 
are ; and till they can bring us from Pekin, works of phi- 
lofophy fuperior to thofe of Dcfcartes and Locke ; ma- 
thematical treatifes that may be compared to thofe of 
Newton, Leibnitz, and their followers ; pieces of poetry, 
eloquence, literature, and erudition, not unworthy the. at- 
tention of our great writers, and the depth, graces, tafte, 
and refinement, of which they fiiall be forced to acknow- 
ledge ; till they can produce from thence, difeourfes upon 
morality, politics, legiflation, finances, or commerce, which 
may contain only one finglc line of novelty to our men of 
genius ; till they can exhibit vafes, ftatues, pidlures, mu- 
fical inftruments, or plans of architefture, fit for our artifts 
to confider, or philol'ophical inftruments and machines, in 
which the inferiority of ours lhall be very palpable : till 
thefe things, i fay, can be brought to us from China, we 
/hall retort upon the Chinefe his own faying ; and we (hall 
tell him, that he, perhaps, has but one eye, and that we 
Jiave two ; we fitall carefully avoid infulting other nations 
which we may have left behind us hi the career of fcience, 
and which arc detlined, perhaps, to get beyond us in fomc 
future time. Who is that Confucius of whom we hear fo 
much talk, when compared to Sidney, or Montefquieu ? 

13. “ The Chinefe nation is the moft laborious of any 

that is known. We have no doubt of it ; it irn.ecet- 

fary they Ihould labour, and that their labour fhguld bf 

F6 
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renewed. Are they not condemned to this, frbm the dif- 
proportion between the produce of their foil and the num- 
ber of their inhabitants ? We may, however, conclude 
from hence, that this population, fo much boafted of, has 
its limits, beyond which it becomes a calamity, which de- 
prives man of his natural reft, leads him on to defperate 
a6lions, and deftroys in his mind the pi^inciples of honour, 
delicacy, and morality, and even the fentiment of huma- 
nity. 

14. And ftiall vv^e ftill perfift, after all that has been faid, 
in calling the Chinefe nation “ a people of fages A 
people of fages, among whom children are expofed and 
put to death ! where the moft infamous of all debaucheries 
is common ! where man is mutilated ! where tlic govern- 
ment knows not how to prevent or punifh the crimes oc- 
cafioned by a dearth ! where the merchant cheats both 
the foreigner 'and the citizen I where the knowledge of 
the language is the ultimate point of fcience ! where, for 
a fucceflion of ages, a charaifter and mode of writing has 
been adhered to, which is fcarcely fulhcicnt for the com- 
mon tranfaciftions of life \ where the infpedtors of the man- 
ners are men deftitnte of honour and probity ! where juf- 
tice is, beyond cornparifon, more corrupt than it is among 
the moft degenerate people ! where the works of the le- 
giflator, to whom all perfons pay homage, would not de- 
ferve a reading, if the ignorance of the period in which he 
lived were not an apology for his writings ! where, from 
the emperor, to the meaneft of his fubjedls, we fee nothing 
more than a continued ferics of rapacious beings devour- 
ing each other ! in a word, where the fovereign only fuf- 
fers fome of his immediate dependants to enrich them- 
felves, in order that he may acquire at once the fpoils of 
the extortioner, and the title of avenger of his people. 

15. If it be true, as we do not doubt it, that, in China, 
every thing which will not admit of a divifion, fuch as thff 
fea, the rivers, the canals, navigation, fifhing, and hunting, 
belongs in common to all ; it muft be acknowledged, that 
this is a very reafonable order of things. But is it pof- 
fible that fo numerous a people could patiently have aban- 
doned their harveft for the noiirlfliment of animals ? And 
if perfons of high rank had arrogated to themfelves the 
cxclufive enjoyment of the woods and waters, would 
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not fuch an encro'^chment have been followed by a fpecdy 
and jull revenge ? Let us endeavour not to confound the 
laws of neceflity with the inftitutions of wlfdom. 

16. Have not the Chinefe a fct of monks more in- 
triguing, more diflblute, more idle, and in greater number 
than ours ? Monks ! leeches ! in a country where the 
mod continued labour fcarcc furnifhes the means of fub- 
fiftence ! But tlie government defpifes them.’^ — Say, 
rather, that it (lands in awe of them, and that they arc 
revered by the people. 

17. It might, perhaps, be an advantageous circum- 
flance, if, in all countries, as we are affured it is in China, 
the adminiftration were attached to no doArine, to no 
fed, nor to any particular mode of religdous worfhip. 
This toleration, however, extends no farther than to the 
religious fyflems anciently fettled in the empire. Chrif- 
tianity has been proferibed there, either becaufe the myf- 
tertous foundation of its dodrine has difirufted men of 
weak underftandings ; or, becaufe the intrigues of thofc 
who propagated it, have excited the alarms of a fufpicious 
government. 

18. In China, the merit of the fon confers the rank of 
nobility on his father, with whom this prerogative ends. 
This is an inllitution which we cannot but applaud ; al- 
though it mull be acknowledged, that the fydem of here- 
ditary nobility has its advantages. Where fliall we dnd 
the defeendant of an illudrious family fo abjedl, as not to 
feel the obligations impofed upon him by a refpedable 
name, or not to exert his efforts to make his condud an- 
fwerable to it? If we degrade the nobleman who has 
made himfelf unworthy of his ancedors, we fhall be as wife 
upon this point as the Chinefe. 

19. There is nothing we are fo defirous of as to com- 
mend. Accordingly, we confefs there is a great deal of 
prudence in the mode which the Chinefe life of punidiing 
a negled in paying the taxes. Inllead of fixing in the 
houfe of the debtor a fet of fatellites, who feize upon his 
bed, his utenlils, his furniture, his cattle, or his perfon ; 
indead of dragging him into prifon, or leaving him ex- 
tended without bread, upon draw, in his cottage, after it 
has been dript of every thing ; it is certainly better 
to fentence him to feed the poor. But the man who 
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fhould infer the wifdom of China from this excellent cuf^ 
tom alone, would be as inaccurate a logician as he, who, 
from our cuftoms upon the fame occafion, fhould conclude 
that we were a barbarous people. The cenfure which the 
Chinefe deferve is foftened as much as pofllble ; and that 
country is exalted in order to depreciate ours. We are 
not diredlly told that we are mad ; but it is declared, with- 
out hefitation, that it is at China that wifdom dwells : and 
immediately afterwards it is faid, that, according to the 
lall calculation, China contained about fixty millions of 
men capable of bearing arms. Extravagant panegyrills 
of China, do ye underftand yourfelvcs ? Have you an 
exa6t conception of fuch a number as two hundred mil- 
lions of individuals heaped one upon the other ? Believe 
me, you muft either fubtradl one-half or three-fourths of 
this enormous population ; or, if you perfift in giving cre- 
dit to it, acknowledge, from the good fenfe you poflefs, 
and from the refult of the experience that is fubmitted to 
your infpedion, that there is not, and that there cannot 
be, either policy or manners in China. 

20. “ The Chinefe extends his benevolence to the fuc- 

ceeding, as well as to the prefent generation.’^-— This is 
impoflible. Children, fond of the marvellous, how long 
will ye be amufed with fuch (lories ? Every nation which 
is condantly obliged to flrive againft want, cannot extend 
its thoughts beyond the prefent moment ; and were it not 
for the honours publicly paid to anceftors, ceremonies 
which muft excite and keep up in the minds of men, a 
faint idea of fomething beyond the grave, we ought to 
admit it as a demonftration, that if there be any part of 
the world where the fenfe of immortality, and the refpedl 
for pofterity, are expreflions deftitute of meaning, it muft 
be in China. We do not perceive that we carry every 
thing to the extreme, and that the only refult of fuch ex- 
travagant opinions is palpable contradidlion ; that an 
celfive population is inconfiftent with good morals ; and 
that we decorate a depraved multitude with the virtue# 
which belong only to a few diftinguifhed perfons. 

The feveral arguments of the partifans, and of the ca- 
lumniators of China, are now fubmitted to the judgment 
of our readers, to whom it is left to decide ; for why 
fhould wc be fo prefumptuous as to attempt to diredt their 
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judgment ? If we might be allowed to hazard an opinion, 
we (hould fay, that although thefe two fyftems be fupport- 
cd by refpedable teftimonies, yet thefe authorities do not 
bear the marks of that great characSler that requires an 
implicit faith. Perhaps, in order to decide this matter, 
we muft wait till fome impartial and judicious men, and 
who are well verfed in the Chinefe writing and language, 
fhall be permitted to make a long refidcnce at the court 
of Pekin, to go through all the provinces, to. live in the 
country villages, and to converfe freely with the Chinefe 
of all ranks. 

Whatever may have been the ftate of China when the 
Portuguefe landed there, as they had no other objeft in 
view than to draw riches from thence, and to propagate 
their religion, had they found the bell kind of government 
eilabliihed in this country, they would not have profited 
by it. Thomas Perez, their ambafiador, found the court 
of Pekin difpofed to favour his nation, the fame of which 
bad fpread itfelf throughout Afia. It had already attrafl- 
ed the efteem of the Chinefe, which the condu£l of Fer- 
dinand Andrado, who commanded the Portuguefe fqua- 
dron, tended Hill further to increafe. He vifited all the 
coalls of China, and traded with the natives. When he 
was on the point of departure, he iflued a proclamation in 
the ports he had put into, that if any one had been injur- 
ed by a Portuguefe, and would make it known, he Ihould 
receive fatisfacSion. The ports of China were now upon 
the point of being opened to them : Thomas Perez was 
juft about concluding a treaty, when Simon Andrada, bro- 
ther to Ferdinand, appeared on the coalls with a frefh 
fquadron. This commander treated the Chinefe in the 
fame manner as the Portuguefe had, for fomc time, treat- 
ed all the people of Afia. He built a fort without per- 
miflion, in the ifiand of Taman, from whence he took op- 
pprtunities of pillaging, and extorting money from all the 
fhips bound from, or to the ports of China.. He carried 
off young girls from the coaft ; he feized upon the Chi- 
nefe, and made flaves of them ; he gave himlelf up to the 
moft licentious a6ls of piracy, and the mo ft fliamcful dif- 
folutenefs. The failors and foldiers under his command 
followed his example. The Chinefe, enraged at thefe 
outrages, fitted out a large fleet ; the Portuguefe defend- 
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ed themfelves courageoufly, and efcapcd by making their 
way through the enemy’s fleet. The emperor imprifoned 
Thomas Perez, who died in confinement, and the Portu- 
guefe nation was banifhed from China for fome years. 
After this, the Chincfe relaxed, and gave permifiion to 
the Portuguefe to trade at the port of Sancian, to which 
place they brought gold from Africa, fpices from the Mo- 
lucca iflands, and from Ceylon elephants teeth, and fomc 
precious Hones. In return, they took filks of every kind', 
china, gums, medicinal herbs, and tea, which has fmee 
become fo necefla^y a commodity to tlie northern nations 
of Europe. 

The Portuguefe contented themfelves with the huts and 
fa6fories they had at Sancian, and the liberty granted to 
their trade by the Chinefc government, till an opportunity 
offered of eflablifhing themfelves upon a footing more fo- 
lid, and lefs dependent upon the mandarins, who had the 
command of the coaft. 

A pirate, named Tchang-H-lao, whofe fucceffes had 
made him powerful, had feized upon the ifland of Macao, 
from whence he blocked up the ports of China, and even 
proceeded fo far as to lay fiege to Canton. The neighs 
touring mandarins had recourfe to the Portuguefe, who 
had fhips In the harbour of Sancian ; they hallened to the 
relief of Canton, raifed the fiege, and obtained a complete 
vi6lory over the pirate, whom they purfued as far p Ma- 
cao, where he flew himfelf. 

The emperor of China, informed of the fervice the Por- 
tuguefe had rendered him on this occafion, bellowed Ma- 
cao on them, as a mark of his gratitude. They received 
this grant with joy, and built a town which became very 
flourilhing, and was advantageoufly fitu^ated for the trade 
they foon after entered into with Japan. 

j^rrhal of the In the year 1542, It happened that a 
Portuguefe at Portuguefe velTel was fortunately driven 
Japan, Man- by a ftorm on the coall of theft cele- 
nersy ^c, of brated iflands. The crew were hofpi- 
thefe ijiands, tably received, and obtained of the na- 
tives every thing they wanted to refrefli, 
and refit them for the fea. When they arrived at Goa, 
they reported what they had feen, and informed the vice- 
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roy, that a new country, not lefs rich than populous, pre- 
fented itfelf to the zeal of the milTionaries, and the indiillry 
of the merchants. Both miflionaries and merchants em- 
barked without delay for Japan. 

They found a great empire, which is, perhaps, the mod 
ancient of any in the world, except that of China ; its an- 
nals are not without a great mixture of fable, but it ap- 
pears beyond a doubt, that In the year 660, Sin-chu found- 
ed the monarchy, which has ever lince been continued in 
the fame family. Thefe fovereigns called Dairos, were at 
the fame time the kings and pontiffs of the nation ; and 
by virtue of thefe united powers, got the whole extent of 
the fupreme authority into their hands. The perfon of 
the Dairos was facred, they were confidered as the de- 
fcendeiits and reprefentatives of the gods. The leaft dif- 
obedience to the mofl trifling of their laws was looked 
upon as a crime fcarcely to be expiated by the feverefl 
punifliment ; nor was this confined to the offender alone, 
his whole family was involved in the confequences of his 
crime. 

About the eleventh century, thefe princes, who, no 
doubt, were more jealous of the pleafing prerogatives of 
priellhood, than of the troublefome rights of royalty, di- 
vided the flate into feveral governments, and intruded the 
adminiftration of them to fuch of the nobility as were dif- 
tinguifhed for their knowledge and wifdoin. 

Thus the unlimited power of the Dairos fuffered a eon- 
fiderable change. The affairs of the empire were left to 
fiudluate at all adventures. The relllefs and quickfighted 
ambition of their viceroys, took advantage of this inatten- 
tion to bring about a variety of revolutions. By degrees 
they began to depart from the allegiance they had fworn 
to preferve. Tlicy made war upon each other, and even 
upon their fovercign. An abfoluce independence was the 
c<?nfequencc of thefe commotions : fuch was the Hate of 
Japan, when it was difeovered by the Portuguefe. 

The great iflands of which this empire is compofed, be- 
ing fituated in a tempclluous climate, furrounded by llorms, 
agitated by volcanos, and fubjeA to thofe great natural 
events which imprefs terror on the human mind, were in- 
habited by a people entirely addidled to fuperftition, but 
ilivided into feveral fedls. That of Xinto is the ancient 
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eflablifhed religion of the country : it acknowledges a Su- 
preme Being, and the immortality of the foul ; and pays 
adoration to a multitude of gods, faints, or camis, that is 
to fay, the fouls of great men, who have been the fupport 
and ornament of their country. It is by the authority of 
this religion that the Dairo, high-prieft of the gods, from 
whom he claimed his defccnt, had long reigned over his 
fubjedls with that defpotic fway with which fuperflition 
governs the mind. Being both emperor and high-prieft, 
he had rendered religion, in fome refptcls, ufeful to hi& 
people, which is not abfolutely impoflible in countries 
where the facerdotal and civil power are united in the fame 
perfon. 

It does not appear that the fe£i of Xinto has h^d the 
madnefs, which of all others is the molt dangerous to mo- 
rality, to fix a criminal lligma on actions innocent in them* 
felves. Far from encouraging that gloomy fanaticifm and 
dread of the gods, which is infpired by almoll all other re- 
ligions, the Xinto fedt had applied itfelf to prevent, or at 
leafl to moderate, this diforder of the imagination, by in- 
{lituting feftivals, which were celebrated three times in 
every month. They were dedicated to friendly vifits, 
feafts, and rejoicings. The prielts of Xinto taught, that 
tlie innocent pleafures of mankind are agreeable to the 
deity, and that the bell method of paying devotion to the 
Camis, is to imitate their virtues, and to enjoy in this world 
that happinefs they experience in another. In confequence 
of this tenet, the Japanefe, after having put up their pray- 
ers in the temples, which are always fituated in the midft 
of groves, reforted to courtezans, who commonly inhabit- 
ed places confecrated to love and devotion, and compofed 
a religious community under the direiflioii of an order of 
monks, who received a (hare of the profits arlfing from 
this pious compliance with the didlates of nature. 

The Budzoilts are another feft in Japan, of which Bivd- 
zo was the founder. Their dodlrine was nearly the fame 
with that of the fedl of Xinto ; over which they hoped to 
gain a fuperiority by the feverity of their morals. Be- 
fide the deity of the Xintoills, the Budzoills worlhipped 
an Amida, a kind of mediator between God and mankind ; 
as well as other mediatorial divinities between men and 
^mida. The profeflbrs of this religion flattered them- 
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fclves that they /hould prevail over the religion of Xinto 
by' the multftude of their precepts, the excefs of their 
auft^rity, their devotions, and mortifications. 

The fpirit of Budzoifm is dx*eadful. It breathes nothing 
but penitence, exceflive fear, and cruel feverity. Of all 
fanaticifms, it is the moft terrible. The monks of this 
fed oblige their difciples to pafs one half of their lives in 
penance, to expiate imaginary fins ; and inflid upon them 
the greateft part of that penance themfelves, with a ty* 
ranny and cruelty, of which one may conceive an idea 
from the inquifitors in Spain ; with this difference, that 
the Japanefe fathers are themfelves the executioners of 
thefe voluntary vidims to fuperflition ; whereas, the in- 
quifitors are only the judges of thofe fins and piinifhments 
which they have themfelves devifed and invented. The 
Budzoift priefts keep the minds of their followers in a 
continual Hate of torture, between reraorfe and expiations. 
Their religion is fo overloaded with precepts, that it 19 
not poffible to obferve them. They reprefent their god* 
as always offended, and thirfting for vengeance. 

It may be readily imagined what effeds fo horrible a 
fuperftition muft have on the charader of the people, and 
to what degree of ferocity it hath brought them. The 
lights of a found morality, a little philofophy, and a pru-^ 
dent fyftem of education might have remedied thefe laws^ 
this government, and this religion j which confpire to make 
manjkind inore favage in fociety with his own fpecies, than 
if he lived in the woods, and had no companions but the 
monflers that roam about the deferts. 

Jn China, they put into the hands of children books of 
inftrudipn, which contain a detail of their duties, and teacl> 
them the advantages of virtue. The Japanefe children 
are made to get by heart poems in which the adions of 
their forefathers are celebrated ; a contempt of life is in? 
cul^ated, and fuicide is fet up as the moll heroic of all ac- 
tions. Thefe fongs and poems, which are faid to be full 
of energy and beauty, beget enthufiafm. The Chinefe 
education tends to regulate the foul, ard keep it in order: 
the Japanefe, to inflame and excite ii; to heroifm. Thefe 
are guided through life by fentiment 5 the C^Inefc ty 
reafon and cuftom. 
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The Chinefe aim only at truth m their writings, and 
place their happinefs in a ftate of tranquillity. The Ja- 
panefe are eager in the purfuit of pleafiire, and would ra- 
ther fuffer, than be without feeling. In a word, the Chi- 
nefe feem to with to counterad; the violence and impetuo- 
fity of the foul ; the Japanefe, to keep it from finking 
into a ftate of languor and inadlivity. 

It is natural to imagine that people of this charader 
muft be fond of novelty. The Portuguefe were accord- 
ingly received with all poflible demonftrations of joy. All 
the ports were open to them. All the petty princes of 
the country invited them to their provinces : each con- 
tending who ftiould give them the moft valuable advan- 
tages, grant them the moft privileges, and ftiew them the 
greateft civilities. Thefe merchants eftablilhed a prodi- 
gious trade. The Portuguefe carried thither the commo- 
dities of India, which they brought from different markets ; 
and Macao ferved as a repofitory for their European goods. 
Immenfe quantities of tlie produdtions of Europe and Alia 
were con fumed by the Dairo, the ufurpers of his rights, 
the nobles, and the whole natios. But what had they to 
give in return ? 

The country of Japan is in general mountainous, ftony, 
and by no means fertile. Its produce in rice, barley, and 
wheat, which are the only crops it admits of, is not fuffi- 
cient for the maintenance of its numerous inhabitants ; 
who, notwithftanding their adlivity, forefight, and fruga- 
lity, muft perifh with famine, if the fea did not fupply 
them with great quantities of fifh. The empire affords 
no produdlions proper for exportation ; nor do the me- 
chanic arts furnilh any article of trade except works in 
ftecl, which are the beft we are acquainted wdth. 

Were it not for the advantages it derives from its mines 
of gold, filvcr, and copper, w^hich are the richeft in Afia, 
and perhaps in the whole world, Japan could not fupport 
its own expences. The Portuguefe every year carried off 
quantities of thefe metals, to the amount of fourteen or 
fifteen millions of livres [on an average, about 6oo,oool. J 
They married alfo the richeft of the Japanefe heireffes, 
and allied themfelves to the moft pow^erful families. 
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With fuch advantages, the avarice Extent of the 
as well as the ambition of the Portugufe Fortuguefe do^ 
might have been fatisfied. They were minions in In^ 
rnaTters of the coafl of Guinea, Arabia, dia, 

Feriia, and the two peninfulas of India, 

They were pofTcfled of the Moluccas, Ceylon, and the 
ides of Sunda, while their fettlement at Macao enfured to 
them the commerce of China and Japan. 

Throughout this immenfe tracf, the will of the Portu- 
guefe was the fupreme law. Earth and fca acknowledged 
their fovereignty. Their authority was fo abfolute, that 
things and perfons were dependent upon them, and moved 
entirely by their diretlions. No nation or private perfon 
dared to make voyages, or carry on trade, without ob- 
taining their permiltion and palTport. Thofe who had 
this liberty granted them, were prohibited from trading 
in cinnamon, ginger, pepper, timber, iron, fteel, lead, tin, 
and arms, of which the conquerors referved to themfelves 
the exclufive benefit. A number of valuable articles, by 
which fo many nations have fince enriched themfelves, and 
which then bore a higher price on account of their novel- 
ty, were entirely engrofied by the Portuguefe. In con- 
fequence of this monopoly, the prices of the produce and 
manufactures both In Europe and Afia were regulated at 
thtir difcrction. 

In the midft of fo much glory, wealth, and conqueft, 
the Portuguefe had not neglected that part of Africa, 
which lies between the Cape of Good Plope and the Red 
fea^ and has in all ages been famed for the richnefs of its 
productions. The pofTeflion of this country was on many 
accounts an important objeCt ; the Arabians had been 
fettled there for feveral ages, and their numbers were 
greatly increafed. They hud formed along the coait of 
Zanguebar feveral ftnail indepenent fovereignties, fome of 
which made a confiderable figure, and almoft all of them 
were in good condition. The flouriihing (late of thefe 
fettlements was owing to the mines of gold and filver, 
found within their refpeCtive territories, the produce of 
Avhich enabled them to purchafe the commodities of In- 
dia. To poffefs themfelves of this treafure, and to de- 
prive tlieir competitors of it, was looked upon by the 
Portuguefe as an indifpenfable duty. Agreeable to this 
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principle, thefe Arabian merchants were attacked, and 
without much difficulty fubdued, about the year 1508. 
Upon their ruin was eftablifhed an empire, extending from 
Sofala as far as Melinda, of which the ifland of Mofam- 
bique was made the centre. This ifland is feparated from 
the continent only by a narrow channel, and is no more 
than two leagues in circumference. Its port, which is 
excellent, and wants no advantage but that of a purer air, 
was fixed upon as a place for the veflels of the conqueror 
to put in at, and as a ftaple for all their merchandize. 
Here they ufed to wait for thofe fettled winds, which at 
certain times of the year blow without intermiffion from 
the African to the Indian coafts, and which at other times 
blow in an oppofite dire<ftion from the coafts of India to 
thofe of Africa. 

Degeneracy of These fuccefies, properly improved, 
the Portuguefe might have formed a power fo conflder- 
in India* able, that it could not have been fliaken ; 

but the vices and folly of fome of their 
chiefs, the abufe of riches and of power, the wantonnefs 
of vidtory, the diftance of their own country, changed 
the character of the Portuguefe. Religious zeal, which 
had added fo much force and adlivity to their courage, 
now produced in them nothing but ferocity. They made 
no fcfuple of pillaging, cheating, and enflaving, the ido- 
laters. They fiippoftd that the pope, in bellowing the 
kingdoms of Afia upon the Portuguefe monarchs, had 
not with-holden the properties of individuals from their 
fubjedts. Being abfolute rnafters of the eaftern feas, they 
extorted a tribute from the fhips of every country \ they 
ravaged the coafts, infulted the princes, and became, in 
a fhort time, the terror and fcourge of all nations. 

The king of Tidor was carried off from his own pa- 
lace, and murdered, with his children, whom he had^in- 
trufted to the care of the Portuguefe. 

At Ceylon, the people were not fuffered to cultivate 
the earth, except for their new rnafters, who treated them 
with the greateft barbarity. 

At Goa they had eftablifhed the ihquifition, and who- 
ever was rich became a prey to the minifters of that infa. 
inous tribunal. 
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Faria, who was fent out againd the pirates from Malac- 
ca, China, and other parts, made a defcent on the ifland 
of Calampui, and plundered the fepulchres of the Chinefe 
emperors. 

Souza caufed all the pagodas on the Malabar coaft to 
be deftroyed*; and his people inhumanly maflacred the 
wretched Indians, who went to weep over the ruins of 
their temples. 

Cotrea terminated an obdinate war with the king of 
Pegu, and both parties Were to fwear on the books of 
their feveral religions to obferve the treaty. Correa fworc 
on a collection of ^fongs, and thought by this vile ftrata- 
gem to elude his engagement. 

Nuno d* Acunha rcfolved to make himfelf mailer of the 
ifland of Daman on the coaft of Cambaya ; the inhabi- 
tants offered to furrender it to him, if he would permit 
them to carry off their treafures. This requeft was refuf- 
ed, and Nuno put them all to the fword. 

Diego de Siveira was cruizing in the Red fea. A vef- 
fel richly laden faluted him. The captain came on board, 
and gave him a letter from a Portuguefe general, which 
was to be his paffport. The letter contained only thefe 
words : “ I dcfire the captains of fhips belonging to the 

king of Portugal to feize upon this Moorifli veffel as a 
‘‘ lawful prize.’’ 

In a fliort time the Portuguefe preferved no more hu- 
manity or good faith with each other than with the na- 
tives. Almoil all the ftates, where they had the com- 
mand, were divided into faClions. 

A mixture of avarice, debauchery, cruelty, and devo- 
tion, prevailed everywhere in their manners. They had 
moft of them feven or eight concubines, whom they kept 
to work with the utmoft rigour, and forced from them 
the money they earned by their labour. Such treatment 
of women was very repugnant to the fpirit of chivah*y. 

The chiefs and principal officers admitted to their tabic 
a multitude of thofe Tinging and dancing women, with 
which India abounds. Effeminacy introduc'd itfelf into 
their houfes and armies. The officers marched to meet 
the enemy in palanquins. That brilliant courage, which 
had fubdued fo many nations, txilled no longer among 
them. The Portuguefe were with difficulty brought to 
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fight, except where there was a profpedl of plunder. In 
a ihort time the king of Portugal no longer received the 
produce of the tribute, which .was paid him by more than 
one hundred and fifty eaftern princes. This money was 
loll in its way from them to him. Such corruption pre- 
vailed in the finances, that the tributes of fovercigns, the 
revenues of provinces, which ought to have been immenfe, 
the taxes levied In gold, filver, and fpices, on the inhabi- 
tants of the continent and iflands, were not fufficient to 
keep up a few citadels, and to fit out the (hipping that 
was neceffary for the protection of trade. 

It would be a melancholy circiimftance to, fix our at- 
tention upon the decline of a nation, that'’lhould have fig- 
nalized itfelf by exploits nfeful to mankind, that fiiould 
have enlightened the world, or increafed its own fplen- 
dour and happinefs, without being the fcourge of its neigh- 
bours or of difiant regions. But we fhould confider there 
is a great difference between the hero who fpills his blood 
in the defence of his country, and a fet of intrepid rob- 
bers, who expofe themfelves to death in a foreign foil, or 
who put its innocent and wretched inhabitants to the 
fword. “ Serve or die,” the Portuguefe ufed infolently 
to fay to every people they met in their rapid progrefs 
marked with blood. It is a grateful thing to behold the 
downfitl of fuch tyranny ; and a confolation to expeCl the 
puniflmient of thofc treacheries, murders, and cruelties, 
with which it has been preceded or followed. Fur from 
regretting the overthrow of thefe favage conquerors, I 
fhould rather grieve at the wife policy of Juan de Caftro, 
becaufe it feemed to promife a revival of that fpirit, which 
is called by the vulgar the heroifm of Portugal ; anci* 
which I myfelf, perliaps, led away by habit, have not 
treated with all the indignation I felt at it. If I have 
been guilty of this negleCl, I afle pardon for it of God 
and of man. 

Barbarous Europeans ! the brilliancy of your cnterprifi.s 
has not impofed upon me, nor has your fuecefs prevented 
me from fejigthe injufiicc of them. I have often embark- 
ed with you in imaginat'on onboard the fhipo that were to 
convey you to thefe difiant regions ; but wliefi my fancy 
has landed me along with you, and that I have been wit- 
nefs of your enormities, I have withdrawn^ myfelf from 
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you ; I have thrown myfelf among your enemies ; 1 have 
taken up arms againft you, and have imbrued my hands in 
your blood. I here make a folemn proteftation of this ; 
and if 1 have ever ccafed, for one moment, confidering 
you as a multitude of famifhed and cruel vultures, with as 
little principles of morality and confciencc as are to be 
found among thefe rapacious birds of prey, — may this 
work, and may my memory, if I may be allowed to hope 
that I fliall leave one behind me, Gnk into the loweft con- 
tempt, and become an objedi of execration I 

Castro was a man of much know- Brilliant admi- 
ledge, confidering the age he lived in. nijlration of 
He poflefled a noble and elevated foul ; Cqflro. 
and the Ihidy of the ancients had che- 
riihed in him that love of glory and of his country which 
w'as fo common among the Greeks and Romans. 

In the beginning of his wife and glorious adminiftra- 
tion, Cojd-Sophar, minifter of Mahmoud king of Cam- 
baya, had infpired his mafter with a defign of attacking 
the Portugiicfe. This man, whofe father is faid to have 
been an Italian, and his mother a Greek, had raifed hinv- 
felf from the condition of a (lave to the condudf of the 
date, and the command- of armies. He had embraced 
mohammedifm ; and though he had really no religion he 
knew how to avail himfelf of the averfion the people had 
conceived againft the Portuguefe on account of the con- 
tempt they (hewed for the religions of the country. He 
engaged in his fcrvice experienced officers, veteran fol- 
diers, able engineers, and even founders, whom he procur- 
ed from Conftantinople. His preparations feemed in- 
tended againft the mogul or the Patans •, and, when the 
Portuguefe leaft expedted it, he attacked and made him- 
felf mafter of Diu, and laid fiegc to the citadel. 

This place, which is fituated on a little idand upon tlie 
coaft of Guzarat, had always been confidered as the key 
of India in thofe times, when navigators nevei* launched 
beyond the coaft ; and Surat was the great ftaple of the 
call. From the arrival of Gama, it had been conftant- 
ly an objeeft of ambition to the Portuguefe, into whofe 
hands it fell at length in the time of d* Acunha. Maica- 
renhavS, who was governor of it at the jundlure wc are 
VoLL G 
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{peaking of, and who fliould have had nine hundred men, 
had only three : the reft of his garrifon, according to an 
abufc very common in thofe days, were employed in trade 
at the difftrent towns upon the coaft. He miifthave fur- 
rendered, if he had not received immediate afliftance. 
Caftro fent him a reinforcement under the command of his 
fan, who was killed in the attack. Coje-Sophar (hared 
the fame fat^ ; but his death did not flacken the opera- 
tions of the fiege. 

Cal^ro inftituted funeral games in honour of thofe who 
had fallen in defence of their country. He congratulated 
their parents in the name of the government, and receiv- 
ed congratulations himielf on the death of his eldeft fon. 
Ilia fecond. prefided at the funeral games, and marched 
immediately after for Diu, to deferve, as it were, the ho- 
nours he. had juft been paying to his brother. The gar- 
rifon repulfed the enemy in every attack, and fignalized 
thernfelves every day by extraordinary adlions. In the 
eyes of the Indians, the Portoguefe were more than men. 
“ Happily’^ faid they, “ Providence has decreed that 

there (Itould be but as few of them as there are of ty- 
“ gers and lions, left they fhould exterminate the human 
<< fpecies.’* 

Caftro himfelf headed a larger reinforcement than he 
had fent. He threw himfelf into the citadel with provi- 
fions, and above fourthoufand men. It was debated whe- 
ther they (liould give battle. The rcafons on both (ides 
were difeufted, Garcias de Sa, an old officer, command- 
ed filence ; “ ye have all fpoken,’’ faid he, ‘‘ now let us 

fight,’' Caftro was of the fame opinion. The Portu- 
guefe marched out to the enemy’s intrenchments, and 
gained a fignal vi<ffory. After having raifed the liege, it 
was necelTary to repair the citadel. They were in want 
of money, and Caftro borrowed it on his owri credit. 

On his return to Goa, he wifhed to give his army 4he 
honours of a triumph after the manner of the ancients. 
He thought that fuch honours would ferve to revive the 
warlike fpirit of the Portuguefe, and that the pomp of the 
ceremony rhight have a great cffefl on the imagination of 
the people. At his entry, the gates of the city were or- 
namented with triumphal arches ; the ftreets were lined 
with tapeftry ; the women appeared at the wiodowa in 
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magnificent habits, and fcattercd flowers and perfumes 
upon the conquerors j while the people danced to the 
found of mufical- inftrumenls. The royal ftandard was 
carried before the victorious foldiers, who marched in or- 
der. The viceroy, crowned with branches of palm, rode 
in a fuperb car : the generals of the enemy followed it, 
and after them the foldiers that had been made prifoners. 
The colours that had been taken from them, were carried 
in proceflion, reverfed and dragging on the ground, and 
were followed by their artillery and baggage. Reprefent- 
ations of the citadel they had delivered, and of the bat- 
tle they had gained, enhanced the fplendour of the fpec- 
tacle. Verfes, fongs, orations, firing of cannon, all con- 
curred to render the feilival magnificent, agreeable, and 
flriking. 

Accounts of this triumph were brought to Europe. 
Men who formed pretenlions to wit, condemned it as ridi- 
culous ; and bigots called it profane. The queen of Por- 
tugal faid upon this occafion, ‘‘ that Caftro had conquer- 

ed like a chrillian, and triumphed like a pagan hero.** 

The vigour of the Portuguefe, which The Portuguefe 
Callro had re-animated, did not long gro^w effeminaie^ 
continue. Corruption made daily ad- and are no longer 
vances among the citizens of every clafs, formidable. 

One of the viceroys thought of fetting 
up boxes in the principal towns, in which any perfon 
might pi»t memorials and articles of intelligence. Such a 
method might be very ufeful, and tend to a reformation of 
abufes in an enlightened country, where the morals of the 
inhabitants were not totally fpoiled ; but among a fiiper- 
ftitious and corrupt people it was not likely to be of any 
fervice. 

The original conquerors of India were none of them 
.now in being ; and their country, exhaufted by too many 
enterprifes and colonies, was not in a capacity to replace 
them. The defenders of the Portuguefe fettlements were 
born in Afia : their opulence, the foftnefs of the climate, 
the manner of living, and, perhaps, the nature of the 
^Dod, had taken from them much of the intrepidity of 
their forefathers. At the fame time that they gave them- 
felvcs up to all thofe exceffes which make men hated, they 
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had not courage enough left to infpire the people with 
terror. They were monfters ; polfon, fire, aflalhriation, 
every fort of crime was become familiar to them ; nor 
were they private perfons only who were guilty of fuch 
pradlices ; men in office fet them the ^example ! They maf- 
facred the natives ; they deftroyed one another. The go- 
vernor, who was juft arrived, loaded his predeceflbr with 
irons, that lie might deprive him of his wealth. The dif- 
ranee of the feene, fall'e witneffes, and large bribes, fe- 
cured every crime from puniftiment. 

The ifland of Amboyna was the firft to avenge itfelf. A 
Portuguefe had, at a public feftival, feized upon a very 
beautiful woman ; and, regardlefs of all decency, had 
proceeded to the v reateft of outrages. One of the ifland- 
ers, named Genulio, armed his fellow-citizens ; afterwhich, 
he called together the Portuguefe, and addrefled them in 
the following manner : ‘‘ to revenge affronts of fo cruel 
a nature as thofe we have received from you, would re- 
“ quire a6\ions, not words : yet we will fpeak to you. 
“ You preach to us a deity, who delights, you fay, in 
generous adions ; but theft, murder, obfeenity, and 
‘‘ drunkennefs, are your common pra<^\ice ; your hearts 
‘‘ are inflamed with every vice. Our manners can never 
“ agree with yours: nature forefavv this, when (he fepa- 
‘‘ rated us by immeufe feas ; and ye have overleaped her 
“ barriers. This audacity, of which ye are not afhamed 
to boaft, is a proof of the corruption of your hearts. 
** Take tpy advice ; leave to their repofe thefe nations, 
“ that refemble you fo little ; go, Irx your habitations 
among thofe who are as brutal as yourfelves ; an inter- 
“ courfe with you would be more fatal to us, than all the 
“ evils which it is in the pow’^er of y'our God to inflidi 
“ upon U8. We renounce your alliance for ever : your 
“ arms are fuperior to ours j but we are more juft than 
‘‘ you, and we do not fear you. The Itoas are from this, 
day your enemies ; fly from their country, and beware 
how you approach it again. 

This harangue, which, thirty years before, would have 
brought on the deftrudfion of Amboyna, was liftened to 
with a degree of patience that fully demonftrated what 
change had taken place among the Portuguefe. 
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Equally dctefted in every quarter, ji general co _ 
they faw a confederacy forming to ex* racy is formed a- 
pel them from the Ealt. All the great gainji the Poriu* 
powers of India entered intotheleague, gne/e, T' he manner 
and for two or three years carried on in which jitaida 
their preparations in fecret. Tlie difconcerts it* 
court of Lifbon was informed of them ; 
and the reigning king Sebaftian, who, if it had not been 
for his fuperftition, would have been a great prince, dif- 
patched Ataida, and all the Portugueie who had diftin- 
guifhed themfelves in the Wars of Europe, to India. 

The general opinion on their arrival, was, to abandon 
the diftant fettlements, and aflcmble their forces on the Ma- 
labar coaft, and in the neighbourhood of Goa. Although 
Ataida was of opinion, that too great a number of fettlements 
had been formed, he was not pleafed with the appearance 
of facrificing them. Comrades, faid he, “ I mean to 
“ preferve all ; and fo long as I live, the enemy fhall not 
“ gain an inch of ground.’* Immediately upon this, he 
fent fuccours to all the places that were in danger, and 
made the ncceffary difpofitions for defending Goa. 

The zamorin attacked Manjalor, Cochin, and Cananor. 
The king of Cambaya attacked Chaul, Daman, and Bai- 
cham. The king of Achem laid fiege to Malacca. The 
king of Ternate made war upon the Portuguefe in the 
Moluccas. Agalachem, a tributary to the mogul, im- 
prifoned the Portuguefe merchants at Surat. The queen 
of Garcopa endeavoured to drive them out of Onor. 

Ataida, in the midd of the care and trouble attending 
the fiege of Goa, fent five fhips to Surat, which obliged 
Agalachem to fet the Portuguefe, whom he had feized, at 
liberty. 

Thirteen fhips were dlfpatched to Malacca ; upon which 
the king of Achem and his allies abandoned the iicgc. 

* Ataida ordered even thofe vefTels to fet fail, which were 
employed every year to cairy tribute and merchandize to 
Lifbon. It was reprefented to him, that, inflead of dc* 
priving himfelf of the afliflance of men who were to go 
on board this fleet, he fhould preferve them for the de- 
fence of India. We fhall be enough without them,’’ 
faid he ; the Hate is irrdiflrefs, and its expe^fations mufl 
** p,ot be difappointed.’^ This reply fiirprifed his oppon-^ 



150 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Booi I* 

this ; and the fleet failed. At the time Vvhcn the place 
was moft vigoroufly prefled by Idalcan, Ataida fent troops 
to the fuccour of Cochin, and fliips to Ceylon. The arch- 
bifliop, wliofe authority was unlimited, interpofed to pre- 
vent it. “ Sir,*’ replied Ataida, “ you iinderiland no- 
“ thing of thefe aflairs ; content yourfelf with recommend- 

ing them to the blefling of God.” The Portuguefe 
who came fiom Europe, exhibited prodigies of valour dur- 
ing tlus itege. It was oftentimes with difficulty that 
Ataida could reflrain them from throwing away their lives. 
Many of them would fally out in the night, contrary to 
his orders, to attack the befiegers in their lines. 

The viceroy did not depend fo entirely on the force of 
his arms, as to rcjedl the afMance of policy. He was 
informed, that Idalcan was governed by one of his mif- 
trefies, and that flie was in the camp with him. Women 
who devote themfelves to the pleafures of princes, are ge- 
nerally flavea to ambition, aini unacquainted with thofe 
virtues which Uve infpires. The miftreG of Idalcan fuf- 
fered hcrfclf to be corrupted, and fold to Ataida her lo- 
ver’s fecrets. Idalcan was aware of the treafon, but could 
not difeover the traitor. At laft, after ten months fpent 
in toil anti aftion, his tents dcflroycd, his troops diminiffi- 
cd, his elephants jkilled, and his cavalry unable to ferve, 
this prince, overcome by the genius of Ataida, raifed the 
fiege, and retreated in fhame and defpair. 

The brave Ataida demeaned his chai*a£fcr, in corrupt- 
ing the miftref^ of Idalcan ; while fhe adied confiftently 
with hcra, in betraying her lover. How is it poffible, 
that a woman who has publicly fold her honour to her 
Covercign, ffiould hcfitate to fell the honour of her fo- 
vereign, to him who knows how to fet a proper price up- 
on her perfidy ? If a woman were capable of infpiring 
her king with great ideas, ffie would have a foul fufficienU 
ly exalted to difdain to become his courtezan 5 and when- 
ever fhe condefeends to accept of this humiliating title, or 
when fhe may, perhaps, become fo abjedt as to think het- 
felf honoured by it, what has the nation to cxpedl from 
her ? Nothing but the corruption of manners in her lover, 
and in his favourites ; the depredation of the treafury ; 
the elevation of the moft inadequate and mod infamous 
men to the moft important office? 5 circumfta^^ces which 
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are the difgracc of a long reign. Monarchs I a man of 
auftcrc morals would have prohibited every unlawful con- 
nection ; but if the laborious duties ye arc expofed to, 
call for our indulgence, let your vices at leaiV be conceal- 
ed by grtat virtues. Have a miftrefs, if you muft have 
one ; but let her be a flranger to public affairs, and let 
her at leaft be confined to the temporary direction of your 
amufements. 

Ataida marched w'ithout delay to the afliilancc of Chaul, 
which was befieged by Niaam-al-Muluck, king of Cam- 
baya, at the head of more than a hundred thoufand men. 
The defence of Chaul had been conducted with as much 
intrepidity as that of G.oa. It was followed by a great 
victory, which Ataida, with a handful of men, obtained 
over a numerous army, difciplined by a long fiege. 

Ataida, after this, marched againft the zamorin, de- 
feated and obliged him to fign a treaty, by which he en- 
gaged never to maintain any (hips of war. 

Such was the difaftroua end of a confpiracy planned 
with a great deal of harmony, ait, and fecrecy, againft a 
fet of infolent and oppreffive ufurpers. The defeat of fuch 
a number of people excites our regret j and it were to be 
wifticd, that the virtues of Ataida had been employed in 
a better caufe. To conciliate the admiration with which 
the conduct of this hero infpircs us, with the liberty of 
India, we could have wifhed that he had met w^Ith a glo- 
liorts death. 

The Portuguefe became, throughout the Eaft, what 
they were, under the immediate conduCt of Ataida. A 
Tingle fhip, commanded by Lopez Carafoo, fought for 
three days fucceflively againft the whole fleet of the king 
of Achem. In the middle of the engagement, word was 
brought to Lopez’s fon, that his father was killed ; “ We 
“ have one brave man the lefs,'' faid he ; “ we muft con- 
“ quer, or deferve to die like him.’' Saying this, he took 
the command of the fliip, and, forcing his way in triumph 
through the enemy’s fleet, anchored before Malacca. 

Nor was courage the only virtue that revived an)oug 
the Portuguefe at this period ; fo powerful is the afeend- 
ant of a great man, even over the moft corrupt nations. 
Thomas de Sowza had got, as a flave, a beautiful girl, 
who had not long before been prom^fed to a young man 
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that was in love with her. Hearing of the misfortune of 
his miftrefs, he flew to throw himfcif at her feet, and par- 
take of her chains. Sowza was prefcnt at their interview ; 
they embraced, and melted into tears. I give you your 
‘‘ liberty,’’ laid the Portuguefe general ; “ go, and live 
“ happy elfewhere. 

The management of the public money was likewife re- 
formed by Ataida, who reftrained thofe abufes which are 
moll injurious to ftates, and moll difficult to be reftrained. 
But this good order, this returning heroifm, this glorious 
moment, did not furvive his adminiftration. 

M^laie info 'which Government is always a very com- 
Portugal falls, plicated machine, which has its begin- 
'when fubtl^edly ning, its progrefs, and its period of per- 
•Spain* fcdlioii, when it is well planned j on the 

other hand, when it is defedrve in its 
fource, it has its beginning, its progrefs^ and its period of 
extreme corruption. In either of thefe cafes, it compre- 
hends fuch an infinite number of objeds, both within aiKi 
without, that, when its diflblution happens, citlver from 
the inability of the chief, or the violence of the fubjeds, 
it unavoidably brings on the moft terrible confequcnccs, - 
If the impatience of the fubjeds fhould break the yoke, 
the weight of which they have been no longer able to 
bear, a nation advances more or lefs rapidly towards an- 
archy, wading through dreams of blood. If it Ihould 
arrive, by imperceptible degrees, at this fatal period, 
through the indolence or weaknefs of the fovereign, un- 
able to hold the reins of empire, the .effufion of blood is 
fpared, but the nation falls into a date of annihilation. 
It is nothfng more than a carcafe, all the parts of which 
fall into putrefadion, are feparated and transformed into 
a mafs or worms, which perifh themfelves, after they have 
devoured every thing, lu the meanwhile, the neighbour- ' 
ing nations are hovering round it, as we fee birds of prey 
hovering about a carcafe in the fields. They eafily get 
pofleffion of a defencelefs country ; and the people then 
pafs into a worfe date than when they firft emerged from 
barbarifm. The laws of the conqueror clafh with thofe 
of the people conquered ; their refpedive cuftoms, man- 
ners, and religion, are all in oppofition to each other;. and 
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their language is confounded with a foreign idiom. Hence 
arifes a chaos, the end of which it is difficult to foretel ; 
a chaos, which cannot be diffipated, till after feveral cen- 
turies are elapfed ; while the traces it leaves behind, are 
never to be entirely effaced, by a fucceffion of the moil 
fortunate events. 

Such is the pi<5lure of Portugal at the death of Sebaf- 
tian, till the kingdom was gradually reduced under the do- 
minion of Philip the fecond. From this era, the Portu- 
guefe in India ceafed to confider themfelves as of the fame 
country. Some made themfelves independent ; others 
turned pirates, and paid no refpedl to any flag. Many 
entered into the fervice of the princes of the country ; 
and thefe almoil all become miniilers or generals, fo great 
were the advantages this nation ftill maintained over thofe 
of India. No Portuguefe purfued any other objedl than 
the advancement of his own intcreft ; there .was no zeal, 
no union for the common good. Their pofleffions in- In- 
dia were divided into three governments, which gave no 
affiftance to each other, . and even clafhed in their projedls 
and interells. Neither difeipline, fubordination, nor the 
love of glory, animated either the foldiers or the officers. 
Men of war no longer ventured out of the ports ; or,’ 
whenever they appeared, were badly equipped. Manners 
became more and more depraved. Not one of their com- 
manders had power enough to reftrain the torrent of vice ; 
and the majority of theie commanders were themfelves 
corrupted. The Portuguefe, at length, loft all their for- 
mer greatnefs, when a free and enlightened nation, adluat- 
cd with a proper fpirit of toleration, appeared in India, 
and contended with them for the empire of that country. . 


Detail of the other 
caufes that brought 
on the ruin of the 
Portuguefe in Indiai 


It may be affirmed, that, at the 
time when Portugal firft made its dif- 
*coveries, the world was very little ac- 
quainted with the political principles 
of trade, the real power of different 
ftates, the advantages of conqueft, the manner of eftabliffi- 
ing and preferving colonies, and the benefits the mother- 
country might derive from them. 

It was a wife pr^jedl, to endeavour to find a paffage by 
Africa to go to India, and to bring merchandize from * 
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thence. The benefits which the Venetians denved by 
lefs dire£l roads, had juftly excited the emulation of the 
Poituguefe ; but it was proper there fhould he /ome lU 
inits to fo laudable an ambition. 

This fmall nation becoming on a fudden miftrefs of the 
richeft and mofl extenfive commerce of the globe, foon 
confided of nothing elfe but merchants, fadlors, and Tail- 
ors, who were deftroyed by long voyages. Thus the 
Portuguefe lod the foundation of all real power, which 
confifts in agriculture, natural induftry, and population ; 
and there was, confequently, no proportion between their 
commerce and the means of keeping it up. 

They carried thefe deftrinffive mcafures dill further ; 
and, animated with the rage of conqueft, extended them- 
fclves over a vaft traifl of land, which no European nation 
would have been able to preferve, without impairing its 
own drength. 

Thus this fmall country, which of itfelf was not very 
populous, condantly exhauded itfelf in foldiers, failors, 
and inhabitants, fent to fupply the colonies. 

The fpirit of religious intoleration that prevailed among 
them, would not allow them to admit into the clafs of 
their own citizens the people of the Ead and of Africa ; 
and they were, therefore, obliged to be perpetually at war 
with thtir new fubjeds. 

As the government foon changed its fchemes of trade 
into projetSis of conqued, the nation, which had never been 
guided by tive true commercial fpirit, foon affumed that of 
rapine and plunder. 

Time-pieces, fire arms, fine cloths, and other articles, 
which have been fince carried into India, not being then 
brought to that degree of perfe6lion they have lately ac- 
quired, the Portuguefe could not carry any thing there 
but money. They foon grew tired of thi^, and took away 
from the Indians by force what they had before obtaiui- 
cd by purchafe. 

Then was to be feen throughout the kingdom of Por* 
tugal the utmod profufion of riches, joined to the mod 
extreme poverty. The only opulent perfons were thofc 
who had fome employment in India ; while the huf- 
t^andman, who found no one to alTid him in hie toil, and 
ibe artifts, who were unable to procure tvorkmen, being 
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foofi compelled to forego their feveral occupations, were 
reduced to the lowfft uate of mifery. 

All thefe misfortunes had been forefeen. When the 
difeovery of India engaged the attention of Portugal, that 
couit flattered itfelf that the mere appearance of its (hips 
in that mild climate would enfure the poflefiion of it ; that 
the trade of thefe countries would prove as inexhauftible 
a fourcc of riches to the nation as it had been to thofe 
people who had hitherto been mafters of it ; and that, by 
the treafure arifing from it, the Hate, notwithilanding its 
fmall extent of territory, would become equal in ftrength 
and fplendour to the moft formidable powers. There 
were fomc perfons, however, who were not mifled by thefe 
dclufive hopes. The moft penetrating and moderate of 
the minifters ventured to affirm, that the confcquence of 
running in fearch of rich minerals and glittering merchan- 
dize, would be an inattention to obje6i3 of real advantage, 
agriculture, and manufa£larc8 ; that wars, ffiipwrecks, . 
epidemical difeafes, and other, accidents, would weaken, 
the whole empire beyond recovery ; that the ftatc, thus 
carried out from its centre by the impulfe of an extrava- 
gant ambition,- would, cither by force or art, attra<5l the 
lubje^ls to the moft diftant parts of Alia \ that even if 
the enterprife fucceeded, it would raife a powerful con- 
federacy, which it would be impoffible for the crown of 
l\)rtugal to defeat. Attempts were in vain made, fome 
time after this, to convince thefe difeerning men of their 
error, by Ihewing them that the Indians were fubdued, , 
the Moors rcpulfed, and the Turks defeated ; and by ex- 
hibiting the tide o£ wealth that flowed into Portugal. 
Their opinions were too well-grounded in experience, to 
be lhaken by the report of thefe flattering fuccelTes. They 
ftill infifted that a few years would difeover the folly of 
^ pufhing thefe purfuits to extremity, and that they mull 
ifteritably lead to a corruption of morals, ‘and end in ra- 
vages and univerfal confuhon. Time, the great arbiter of. 
political matters, foon confirmed their preduftions. 

Of all thte conquefts which the Por- Preftnt Jlait of 
tuguefe had made in the Jiras of Afia, the Portuguefez 
they poflefs none at prefent but Macao, in India> 
part of the illand of Timor, Daman, Diu, 
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and Goa, The conne£liong which thefe wretched efta- 
blifhments kept up with each other, and thofe which they 
had with the reft of India and with Portugal, were not 
maintained with any kind of fpirit. They have been ftill 
more contracted, fince the cftablifhment at Goa of an ex- 
clufive company for China and the Mofambique, 

At prefent, Macao fends to Timor, to Siam, and to 
Cochin China, fome few fmall vcfTels of little value. It 
fends five or fix to Goa laden with merchandize that has 
Joeen refufed at Canton ; and the greatell part of which 
|>elong3 to Chinefe merchants. Thefe lad (hips arc laden, 
^ return, with fanders wood, Indian faffron, ginger, pep- 
per, linen, and indeed with all the materials that Goa has 
been able to colle£l on the coaft of Malabar, or at Surat, 
with a fixty gun fiiip, two frigates, and fix floops, fitted 
out as /loops of war. 

It follows from this ftate of ina6livity, that the colony 
cannot fend annually to Europe more than three or four 
cargoes, the value of which does not exceed 3,175,000 
livres [132,291!. 133. 4d.] even fince the year 1752, 
when this commerce was freed from the reftraints of mo- 
nopoly, except in’ the articles of fugar, fnufF, pepper, fait- 
petre, pearls, fanders, and aloes wood, which the crown 
continues to buy up, and to fell exclufively. The veflels 
laden with thefe materials, iifed formerly to put in at Bra- 
ijl, or in Africa, where they fold part of their merchan- 
dize : but for fome time pad they have been obliged to 
leturii diredlly to the mother-country. 

Such is the declining date into which the Portuguefe 
affairs in India are fallen, fron^ that pinnacle of glory to 
which they had been raifed by the bold adventurers who 
difeovered, and the intrepid heroes who conquered, that 
country. The fcenc of *their glory and opulence is be- 
come that of their ruin and difjprace. Formerly, a defpo- 
tic and cruel viceroy, and fince the year 1774, ^ governor- ‘ 
general, with the fame powers and difpolition ; a turbu- 
lent and undifeipUned militia, confiding of fix thoufand 
two hundred and feventy foldiers, blacks and others ; ma- 
gidrates of open and avowed venality ; an unjuft and ra- 
pacious adminiftration : all thefe feveral kinds of opprefn 
lion, which would be fufficient to annihilate the moft ^vir- 
tuous of all people, cannot pofTibly regenerate an i^lc, dc- 
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graded, and corrupt nation. Let the court of Li/bon at 
lengtli open its eyes ; and in a little time its flag, which 
has been fo long forgotten, will refume fome fhare of con- 
fideration. Portugd can never expedl to rank with the 
great commercial powers ; but may quietly enfure its own 
riches. We fliall now fee, in the example of the Dutch, 
whofe enterprifes will be the next fubjeA of our inquiry, 
what a fmall nation can efFe£l, when its fpeculations are 
diredled by patience, refle^lion, and economy. 


BOOK II. 


THE 


SETTLEMENTS, WARS, POLICY, AND TRAD^ 
OF THE DUTCH IN THE EAST INDIES. 


^I^HE republic of Holland, from its earliefl: rife, exhi« 
1 bits a feene of grandeur to all nations ; and muft 
remain an obje6l of the higheft concern to us, and of cu- 
riofity to our remoteft poTterity. It has diftingulflied it- 
felf by its induftry and enterprifing fpirii, in all parts ; but 
more efpecially on the feas, and on the continent of India. 
Before we attend the Dutch in their progrefs to thefe ex- 
tcnfive regions, let us trace their hiftory to its earlieft sera. 
Such a retrofpe6l is peculiarly proper in a work of this 
nature, as it will comprehend at one glance, all thofe cha- 
r^dleritUc marks by which the genius of a nation is dif- 
tinguifhed. It is neceffary that a reader who refleds may 
be enabled to judge for himfelf, whether the original ftate 
of this nation were fuch as afforded a prefage of its future 
power ; and whether the heroic affociates of Civilis, who 
defied the Roman power, transfufed their fpirit into thofe 
brave republicans, who, under the aufpices of Naffau, op- 
pofed the dark and odious tyranny of Philip the fecond. 
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Ancient revoh- It is a eftablifVicd by the bcft 
Hons in Holland, hiftodcal authority, that in the century 
preceding the chri Ilian era, the Battae, 
diflatisfied with their fituation in Heflc, fettled upon the 
ifland formed by the Waal and the Rhine, in a marfhy 
foil, which had few or no inhabitants. They gave the 
name of Batavia to their new country. Their govern- 
ment was a mixture uf monarchy, ariftocracy, and demo- 
cracy. Their chief was, properly fpeaking, nothing mote 
than a principal citizen, whofe office was rather to advlfe 
than to command. Tl^e principal men who exeicifed ju- 
rlfdidlion, and commanded the troops in their refpedlive 
diltrids, were chofen, as well as the kings, in a general 
affembly. A hundred perfons, feleded from among the 
people, prefided over every county, and aded as chiefs in 
the different hamlets. The whole nation was, in fome 
fort, an army always in readinefs. Each family compofed 
a body of militia, which ferved under a captain of its own 
choofing. 

Such was the flate of Batavia when Caefar pafled the 
Alps. This Roman general defeated the Helvetians, fe- 
veral tribes of the Gauls, the Belgae and Germans, w’ho 
had croffed the Rhine, and extended his conquefls beyond 
that river. In confequence of this expedition, the bold- 
nefs and fuccefs of which w'cre equally aftonifhing, the 
protedfon of the conqueror was courted on all Tides. 

Some writers, too zealous for the honour of their coun- 
try, affirm that the Batavians entered into an alliance with 
Rome ; but the fad is, they fubmitted, on conditiou that 
they fhould be governed by their own laws, pay no tri- 
bute, and be obliged only to perform military fervices. 

Cagfar foon diuinguiflied the Batavians from the other 
nations that were fubdued by the Romans, This con- 
queror of the Gauls, when, by Pompcy’s influence, he was 
recalled to Rome, and refufed to obey the fenate’s orders ; 
when, relying on the abfolute authority which his condud 
hid at length given him over the legions and auxiliaries, 
he attacked his enemies in Spain, Itdy, and Afia : then 
it was, that, fenhble of the Batavians having a principal 
fharc in his vidories, he gave them the glorious appella- 
tion of “ the friends and brethren of the Roman people/^ 

After this, irritated by the unjutt proceedings of certain 
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governors, they obeyed the didates of that noble impulfc, 
fo becoming men of fprrit who are prompted to take arms 
to revenge an infult. They /hewed themfelves enemies as 
formidable as they had been faithful allies r but thcfe 
troubles fubfidcd, and the Batavians were pacified, though 
not fiibdued. 

When Rome, after having rifen to a pitch of greatnefe 
unknown before, and which has never iince been equalled 
by any /late, no longer retained thofe manly virtues and 
au/lere principles which had laid the foundation of her 
glory ; when her laws had loH their force, her armies their 
difciplinc, and her citizens the love of their country ; the 
barbarians, who, by the terror of the Roman name, had 
been driven back to the north, where they had been com- 
pelled to remain, poured like a torrent into the fouthern 
countries. The empire was torn in pieces, and the fineft 
provinces became a prey to thofe people whom the Ro- 
mans had always cither degraded or opprelTcd. The. 
Franks, in particular, feized upon the countries belonging 
to the Gauls, and Batavia, a part of that extenfive and 
famous kingdom, which was founded by thefe conquerors 
in the fifth century. 

The new monarchy experienced thofe inconveniences 
which are almoft infeparable from rifing /lates, and arc in- 
deed too frequently felt in the beft eftabli/hcd govern- 
ments, It was fometimes under the dominion of a fingic 
perfon, and at others was fubjcdl to the caprice of a num- 
ber of tyrants. It was conftantly engaged either in fo- 
reign wars, or expofed to the rage of inteftine di/Tentions, 
Sometimes it made the neighbouring ftates tremble for 
their fafety, but much more frequently fuffered from the in- 
curfionsof the northern people, who ravaged its provinces. 
It was equally the widlim of the weaknefs of fcveral of its 
princes, and of the unbounded ambition of their favourites 
a^d miniders. The overhearing fpirit of the pontiffs un- 
dermined the power of the throne, and their infolcnce 
^brought both the laws and religion into difgrace. Anar- 
chy and tyranny followed each other fo clofe, that even 
ihe moil fanguinc perfous dcfpaired of feeing better times. 
The glorious era of Charlemagne’s government was only 
a tranfient gleam of light. As his great adlions were tlie 
eflfeft of his genius, and not in the lead owing to the in- 
1 
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fluence of any good inftitutions, after his death, affairs 
returned to the Itate of confufion from which they had 
been retrieved by his father Pepin, and more particularly 
by his own endeavours. The French monarchy, the li- 
mits of which he had extended too far, was divided. One 
of his grandfons, to whom Germany was allotted, obtain- 
ed alfo Batavia, to which the Norhaans in their excurfions 
had lately given the name of Holland. 

In the beginning of the tenth centuiy, the German 
branch of the Carlovinians became extindt. The other 
princes of France having neither the courage nor power 
to affert their rights, the Germans eafily difengaged them- 
felves from a foreign yoke. Thofe of the nation, who, 
by virtue of a delegated power from the monarch, govern- 
ed the five circles, of which the Hate was compofed, chofc 
a chief out of their own body. This chief, fearing left 
thefe powerful men might be tempted to throw off their 
dependence, if any feverer conditions were required of 
them, contented himfelf with their fidelity and homage, 
and exadfed only fuch fervices as they were compelled to 
by the feudal laws. 

At this memorable jundfurc, the counts of Hollands 
who, as well as the reff of the provincial chiefs, had hither- 
to exercifed a precarious and dependent authority, obtain- 
ed the fame rights as the other great vaffals of Germany : 
and as they afterwards enlarged their territories by con- 
queft, marriages, and grants from the emperors, they in 
time became totally independent of the empire. They 
were not equally fuccefsful in their unjuft attempts againft 
the public liberty. Their fubjedls were not to be intimi- 
dated by force, feduced by flattery, or corrupted by pro- 
fufion. War and pe^cc, taxes, laws, and treaties, were 
managed by the three united powers of the count, the no- 
bles, and the towns. The republican fpirit ftill prevailed 
in the nation, when, by fomc extraordinary events, it fell 
under the dominion of the houfe of Burgundy* the power 
of which, though before confiderable, was greatly ftrength- 
cned by this union, 

Thofe who had the fagacity to inveftigate probabilities,' 
forefaw, that this ftate, which was formed as it were by 
the gradual accretion of many others, would one day be 
of great weight in the politick fyftem of Eprope. The 
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genius of its inhabitants, its advantageous fituation, and 
its real ftrength, afforded a moft certain profpedi of its 
future greatnefs. Thefe pr<yc6ls and expedfations, which 
were jufl upon the point of being fullilled, were difap- 
pointed by an event, which, though it happens every day, 
never fails to bafHe the deligna of ambition. The niaie 
line in that hoiife became extindl; ; and Mary, who was 
foie hcirefs to its dominions, by her marriage in 1477, 
transferred to the houfe of Auftria the advantages that 
had been gained by feveral fuccefsful ftruggles, a variety 
of intrigues, and fome adls of injuflice. 

At this era, fo famous in hiftory, each of the feventeen 
provinces of the Low Countries had particular laws, exten- 
five privileges, and almofl a dilfindl government of its own. 
The excellent principle of union, which equally contri- 
butes to the welfare and fecurity both of empires and re- 
publics, was univerfally difregarded. The people having 
been, from time immemorial, accuftomed to this date of 
confufion, had no idea that it was poflible to enjoy a more 
rational form of adminidration. This prejudice was of fo 
long a {landing, fo generally adopted, and fo firmly efta- 
blilhed, that Maximilian, Philip, and Charles, the three 
Auftrian princes who lirfl inherited the dominions of the 
houfe oL Burgundy, thought it prudent not to attempt 
any innovation. They flattered themfelves that fome hap- 
pier conjun^lure might enable their fucceflbrs to execute 
with fafety a plan which they could not even attempt 
without dangei*. 

At this time a great change was pre- Rife of the repub- 
paring in the minds of men in Europe, lie of Holland* 
The revival of letters, the extenfion of 
commerce, the invention of printing, and the difeovery of 
the compafs, brought on the era when human reafon was 
to fhake off the yoke of fome of thofe prejudices which 
had gained ground in the barbarous ages. 

The intelligent part of the world were for the mod part 
cured of the Romifh fuperftitions. They were difgufted 
at the abufe the popes made of their authority ; the con- 
tributions they raifed upon the people ; the fale of indul- 
gences ; and more particularly at thofe abfurd refinements 
w'ith which they had difguifed the plain religion of Jefu^i 
Chrifl,. 
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But thefe di'fcerniog peaplc were not the firft who at- 
tempted a revolution. This honour was referved for a 
turbulent monk, who£e barbarous eloquence roufed the 
northern nations. The moft enlightened men of the age 
contributed to undeceive the reft. Some; of the European 
princes embraced the reformed religion ; others held 
communion with the church of Rome. The former found 
no difficulty in bringing over their fubje£l:s to their opi- 
nions ; while the flatter had much difficulty to prevent 
theirs from embracing the new dodlrincs. They had re- 
co irfe to a variety of meafures, which were too often pur- 
fued with rigour ; and the fpirit of fanatlfcifm, which had 
deftroyed the Saxons, the Albigenfes, and the Huffites, 
was revived. Gibbets were eredled, and fires kindled 
again, to check the progrefs of the new doArine. 

No fovercign was fo ready to make ufe of thefe expedi- 
ents as Philip II. His tyranny was felt in every part of 
his extenfivc monarchy ; fanaticifm tempted him to per- 
fecute thofe who fell under the denomination of heretics 
or infidels. The Low Countries were more particularly 
the feat of thefe cruelties ; and millions of citizens were 
condemned to the fcalfoli The people revolted ; and the 
fame feene was renewed which the Venetians had difplay- 
cd to the world many centuries before, when flymg 
from oppreffion, and, finding no retreat upon land, they 
fought an afylum upon the waters. Seven fmall provinces 
lying on the northern fide of Brabant and Flanders, which 
were rather overflowed than watered by large rivers, and 
often covered by the fea, the violence of vvliich was with 
difficulty Tcflrained by dikes; liaving no wealth but fuch 
as arofe from a few pafture lands, and a little fifhing ; 
formed one of the richeft and moft powerful republics in 
the world ; which may, perhaps, be alfo confldcred as the 
model of commercial ftates. 1 he flrft elTorts of tliis united 
people had not the dcfired fuccefs ; but, though they Were 
frequently defeated, vidlory at length declared itfelf for 
them. The Spanifli troops they had to encounter, were the 
beft in Europe, and at firft gained fcveral advantages. But by 
degrees the new republicans recovered their lofles. They 
refifted with firmnefs ; and, gaining experience frorr? their 
own, mifcarriagCvS, as well as from the example of their ene- 
mies they at length became their fuperior^ in the art of 
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War; and the neccflity they lay under of difputing every 
inch of ground in fo cojifined a country as Holland, gave 
them opportunities of improving the art of fortifying a 
country or a town in the beft manner. 

The weak (late of Holland, at its firft rife, obliged it to 
feek for arms and afliftance from every -quarter where there 
was any profpe<St of obtaining them. It granted an afy- 
lum to pirates of all nations, with a view of employing 
them againft the Spaniards; and this was the foundation 
of its naval llrength. Wife laws, an admirable regularity, 
a conftitution which preferred equality among mankind, an 
xccllent police, and a fpirit of toleration, foon creeled 
this republic into a powerful ftate. In the year 1590, the 
Hollanders more than once humbled the pn'ide of the 3 pa- 
nilh flag. They had already cftablifhed a kind of trade, 
the nK)ll fukable that could be to their fituation. Their 
veffels were employed, as they arc ftill, in carrying the mer- 
chandize of one nation to another. The Hanfe towns, aivd 
fome towns in Italy, were in pofleffion of this carrying 
trade ; and the Hollanders, in competition with them, by 
their frugality foon gained the advantage. Their fliips of 
war proteiSkd their merchantmen. Their merchant® grew 
ambitious of extending their commerce, and got the trade 
of Lifbon into their hands, where they purchafed Indian 
goods, which they fold again to all the ftates of Europe, 

Philip II having made himfeJf mailer of Portugal for- 
bade hib new fubjeds in 1594, to hold any correfpondence 
witli his enemies. This arbitrary prince did not forefee 
that this prohibition, v^hich he thought mull weaken th^ 
Hollanders, would in fa<fl render them more formidable. 
Had not thefc difcei ning navigators been excluded from a 
port^ upon which the whole fuceefs of their naval enterprifes 
depended, there is reafon to believe that they would have 
contented themfelves with the large commerce they carried 
orf in the European fcas, without thinking of failing to re- 
moter climates. But as it was impofllble to preferve their 
trade without the prpdudlions of the Eafl, they were forced 
to go beyond a fphere which was, perhaps, too confined for 
a fituation like theirs, nnd rcfolved to feek thefe riches at 
the fountain head. 
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It appeared to be the bcft plan to fit 
The Jirjl voyages out fhips^ and fend them to Indi^ ; but 
of the Hollanders the Hollanders wanted pilots who were 
to India* were acquainted with the feas, and fac- 

tors who underftood the commerce of 
Afia. they were alarmed at the danger of making long 
voyages where the enemy were mafter of the coafts, and of 
having their vefTels intercepted during a paflage of fix thou- 
fand leagues. It was judged more advifable to attempt 
the difeovery of a paflage to China and Japan through the 
northern feas, which would be a flrorter, as well as a more 
more fafe voyage. The Englifli had made the attempt in 
vain ; and thee Hollanders renewed it with no better fuc- 
cefs. 

While they were engaged in this enterprife, Cornelius 
Houtman, a merchant of that nation, a man of fagacity 
and of a daring fpirit, being detained at Liibon for debt, 
gave the merchants at Amftcrdam to underftand, that, if 
they would procure his enlargement, he would communicate 
to them many difeoveries he had made, which might turn 
to their advantage. He had, in fad^, informed himfelf of 
every particular relating the paflage to India, and the man- 
ner of carrying on trade in thofe parts. His propofals 
were accepted, and his debts difeharged. The information 
he gave proving anfwerable to the expectations he had 
raifed, thofe who had releafcd him from his confine- 
ment formed an aflbeiation under the name of the Compa- 
ny of diftant countries, and in the year 1595 
command of four veflels to condudl him to India by tl^e 
Cape of Good Hope. 

The principal objedt of this voyage was to obferve the 
coafts, the inhabitants, and the trade, of dllfercnt pjaces, 
keeping clear, as much as poflible, of the Portuguefc fet- 
tlements. Houtman reconnoitred the coafts of Africa and 
Brazil ; made feme ftay at Madagafcar, touched at hhe 
Maldives, and vifited the iftands of Sunda : wdiere, finding 
the country abounding in pepper, he bought a quantity of 
it, together with fome others of the molt valuable fpices. 
His prudence procured him an alliance with the principal 
fovereign of Java ; but the Fortuguefe, notwithllanding 
they were hated, and had no fettlement upon the iflaud, 
created him fome enemies. Having got the better in fame 
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(kirmi(bes he was unavoidably engaged in, he returned with 
Ilia fmall fquadron t6, Holland ; where, though he brought 
little wealth, he raifed much expedation. He brought 
back along with him fome negroes, Chinefe, and^ inhabi- 
tants of Malabar, a young native of Malacca, a Japanefc, 
and Abdul a pilot of the Guzarat, a man of great abili- 
ties, and perfcdly well acquainted with thecoalt of India. 

The account given by Houtman, and the difeoveries 
made in the courfe of the voyage, encouraged the merchants 
of Amfterdam to form the plan of a fettlement at Java ; 
which, at the fame time that it would through the trade of 
pepper into their hands, place them near the iflands that 
produce more valuable fpices, and facilitate their commu- 
nication with China and Japan, would fix them at a dif- 
tance from the centre of that European power, which they 
had the moft; reafon to dread in India. Van Nec, who, in 
was lent upon this important expedition with eight 
velTels, arrived at the ifland of Java,Avhere he found the in- 
habitants unfavourably difpofed towards his nation. They 
fought and riegociated by turns. Abdul the pilot, the 
Chinefe, and, above all, the hatred that prevailed againft 
the Portuguefe, proved of fetvice to the Dutch. They 
were permitted to trade, and, in a Hiort time, litted out four 
velTels, laden with a quantity of fpices, and fome linens. 
The admiral, with the reft of his fleet, failed to the Mo- 
luccas, where he learnt that the natives of the country had 
forced the Portuguefe to abandon fome places, and that 
they only waited for a favourable opportunity of expelling 
them from the reft. He eftablifhed fa^lories in feveral of 
thefe iflands, entered into a treaty w’ith fome of the fo- 
vereigns^ and returned to Europe loaded with riches. 

It is impofilble to deferibe the joy that prevailed at his 
return. The fuccefs of his voyage raifed a frefh emulation. 
Societies were formed in moft of the maritime and trading 
to^^ns in the Low Countries. Thefe aflbeiations foon be- 
came fo numerous, that they proved detrimental to each 
other ; for the rage of purchafing raifed the value of com- 
modities to an exorbitant degree in India ; and the neceflity 
of felling them made them bear a low price in Europe. 
They were on the point of being ruined by their own ef- 
forts, and by the want of power in each of them to reflft a 
formidable enemy fully bent upon thcir^deftru<5f ion, when the 
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gavernment, which U fometiajcs wifcr than individuals, 
opportunely ftepped in to their ailiftance. 

In i6oa, the ftates general united 
ERahliJhment of thefe different focieties into one body, to 
the India com- ' which they gave the name of the Eaft 
pany India company. It was invefted with 

afithority to make peace or war with 
the eaftern princes, to ere(^ forts, choofe its own govern- 
ors, maintain its own garrifons, and nominate officers for 
the condu<fl of the police, and the adminftration ofjuftice. 

This company, which had no parallel in antiquity, and 
was the pattern of all fucceeding focieties of the fame kind, 
began with great advantages. The private affociauoni 
which bad been previoufly formed, proved of fervice 
to it by their misfortunes, and even by their miftakea. 
The great number of veffels which they fitted out had con- 
tributed to make all the branches of trade perfe<ftly under- 
ftood ; to form many officers and Teamen ; and to encourage 
citizens of repute to undertake thefe foreign expeditions ; 
perfons only of no eftimation or fortune having been ex- 
pofed in the firfi voyages. 

So many united alTiftances could not fail o"f being im- 
proved to advantage when profecuted with vigour ; and, 
accordingly, the new company foon acquired a confider- 
able degree of power. It was a new ftate, credled within 
the ftate itfelf, which enriched it, and increafed its ftrength 
abroad ; but might, in time, weaken the influence of the 
demoeratical principle which infpircs the love of equali- 
ty and economy, of the laws, and of one’s own country- 
men. 

Soon after its eftablifliment, the company fitted out for 
India fourteen Ihips and fome yachts, under the command 
of admiral Warwick, whom the Hollanders look upon as 
the founder of their commerce, and of their powerful po- 
lonies in the Eaft. He built a fadory in the ifland of Ja- 
va, and fecured it by fortifications ; he likewife built an- 
other in the territories of the king of Johor ; and formed al- 
liances with fcveral princes in Bengal. He had frequent 
engagements with the Portuguefe, in which he had alr^jjoft 
always the advantage. In thofe parts where the Portu- 
guefe had appeared in the charaftcr of merchants only. 
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he found it neceflary to remove the prejudices they had raif- 
cd againft his countrymen, »whom they had reprefentcd 
as a fet of banditti, avowed enemies to all regal authority, 
and addidled to every kind of vice. The behaviour of 
the Hollanders and the Portt^uefe foon convinced the peo- 
ple of Afia which of thefe nations had the advantage over 
the other in point of morality. A bloody war foon en- 
fued between thefe two powers. 

How great mull have been the aftonifhment of the In- 
dians at the fight of thefe contefts ? What joy muft have 
filled their hearts, when they faw their tyrants mutually 
bent upon each others deftrudion ? With what tranfports 
of gratitude muft they not have blefled that Providence, 
that was avenging the evils they had fuftained ? And how 
far muft not their hopes have been carried, while the blood 
that was fpilt on each fide of them, was either that of an 
oppreflbr, or of an enemy ? 

The Portuguefe had on their fide IFars between 
the advantage of a thorough knowledge the Hollanucrs 
of thefe feas ; they were accuftomed to and Portuguefe. 
the climate, and had the affiftance of 
feveral nations, which, though they hated them, were 
compelled through fear to fight for their tyrants. The 
Hollanders were animated by the urgent fenfe of thejr 
ueceffities ; by the hopes of procuring an abfolute and 
lafting independency, which was ftOl difputed with them ; 
by the ambition of eftabliftiing a vaft commerce upon the 
ruins of that of their old mafters j and by a hatred which 
a difference in religious opinions had rendered implacable. 
Thefe paflions, at the fame time that they infpired all the 
a^ivity, ftrength, ind perfeverance, neceffary for the exe- 
cution of their great defigns, did not prevent them from 
taking their mcafures with precaution*^ Their humanity 
%nd lioncfty attached the people to their caufe j and many 
of them foon declared againft their ancient oppreffors. 

The Hollanders were continually fending over frefh 
colonifts, (hips, and troops, while the Portuguefe wcjre 
left without any forces but their own. Spain did not 
fiend. them ftects of merchantmen, or grant them 
the protedion of the fquadron which had hitherto been 
kept in India ; Ihc ncitfter repaired their places of ftrength^ 



l68 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book J I 

nor renewed their garrifons. It fhould feem that (he 
wanted to humble her newfubje^s, whom fhe thought 
not fo fubmiflive as might be wifhed, and to perpetuate 
her authority by expofing them to repeated misfortunes. 
She proceeded Hill further ; and to prevent Portugal 
from having any refources in itfelf, fhe Ceized upon its in- 
habitants, and fent them to Italy, Flanders, and other 
countries where fhe was at war. 

Notwithftanding this, the fcale continued even for a 
long time, and the fuccefs was various on both Tides. 
Nor is this in the leaft furprifing. The Portuguefe, on 
their arrival in India, had nothing to encounter* at fea 
but a few weak vcflels, ill built, ill armed, and ill defend- 
ed ; nothing by land but effeminate men, voluptuous 
princes, and daltardly flaves : whereas, thofe who came 
to wrefl the feeptre of Afia out of their hands, had vef- 
fels to board of the fame con{lru(^ion as their own ; regu- 
lar fortreffes to affault, and Europeans to conquer and 
fubdue, who were grown haughty by a long feries of vic- 
tories, and by being the founders of an immenfe empire. 

The time was now come, when the Portuguefe were to 
expiate their perfidy, their robberies, and their cruelties: 
and the predidfion of one of the kings of Perfia was ful- 
filled, who aflting an ambaffador juft arrived at Goa, how 
many governors his mafter had beheaded fince the efta- 
blifhment of his power in India ? received for anfwcr, 
“ None at all.'' “ So much the worfe," replied the 
monarch ; “ his authority cannot be of long duration in 

a country Avhere lo many a^ls of outrage and barbarity 
“ are committed." 

It does not however appear, in the courfe of this war, 
that the Hollanders pofTcffed that daring rafhnefs, that 
iinfliaken intrepidity, which had marked the enterprifes 
of the Portuguefe ; but there was a confiftency and unre- 
mitting perfeverance obfervable in all their defigns. Often 
rcpulfed, but never difeouraged, they renewed their at- 
tacks with frefli forces, and with better concerted mea- 
fures. They never expofed themfelves to the hazard of 
a total defeat. If, in any engagement, their (hips had 
fuffered, they retreated ; and as their conftant obje^l was 
never to lofe fight of their commercial intereft, the van- 
quilhed fleet, while it was repairing on the coafts belong- 
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ing to Tome of the Indian princes, piirchafed merchandize 
there, and returned to Holland. By this method the 
company acquired a new fund, which enabled them to 
undertake freih enterprifes. If the Hollanders did not 
always perform great aftions, they never attempted ufe- 
lefs ones. 'Bhey had neither the pride nor the vain-glory 
of the Portuguefe, who had frequently engaged in war, 
lather perhaps through the love of fame than of power. 
The Hollanders fteadily purfued their firft plan, without 
fuffering themfclvcs to be diverted from it either by mo- 
tives of revenge, or ruinous proje^ls of conquell. 

In the year 1601 they endeavoured, and in 1607 they 
renewed, the attempt, to open a communication with the 
ports belonging to the vail empire of China, which at 
that time was cautious of admitting ftrangers. The Por- 
tuguefe found means, by bribery and the intrigues of 
their mifiionarles, to get the Hollanders excluded. They 
refolved to extort by force what they could not obtain 
by treaty, and determined to intercept the vefi'els belong- 
ing to the Chinefe. This piratical proceeding did not 
anfwer their expe<flations. A Portuguefe fleet failed 
from Macao to attack the pirates wlio thought proper to 
retire. The inequality of thcir'numbers, tiie impoflibility 
of refitting in feas where they had no file) ter, and the 
fear of difgracing their nation in the eyes of a great em- 
pire, vvhofe good opinion it was their intered to preferve ; 
all thefe coniiderations determined them to decline the 
fight : but this was only for a fhort time. 

Some years after, the Plollanders laid liege to a place, 
of the importance of winch tliey had gained information. 
The enterprife did not iucceed ; hut as they never loll 
any advantage that could be obtained by their armaments, 
they fent that which they had employed againd Macao to 
form a colony- in the Pilcadore ilies. Thefe arc rocks 
where no water is to be had in dry feafons, and no pro- 
vifions at any time. Thefe inconveniencies were not 
counterbalanced by any folid advantages, bccaufc the 
people of the neighbouring continent were forbidden, on 
the fevered penakies, to hold any correfpondence with dran- 
gers who might bexoiue daugtious fo near tlic coads. 
The Hollanders had determined to abandon a fettlement 
which they defpaired of making ufeful, when, in the 
Fo/. 1. ‘ 
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year 1624, they were invited to fix at Formofa, and 
had affurances given them chat the Chinefe merchants 
would be allowed full liberty to go there and trade with 
them. 

^he Hollanders This ifland, though it lies oppofite 
form a fettlement to the province of Fokien, at the dif- 
at Formofa, tance of only thirty leagues from the 
coaft, was not fubje^l: to the dommlon 
of the Chinefe, wliofe genius does not incline them to con- 
quell, and who, through a humane and ill-judged policy, 
would rather fufFer a decreafe of population, than tranf- 
plant their fupernumeraiy fubjedfs to the neighbouring 
countries. Formofa was found to be a hundred and thirty 
or forty leagues in circumference. Its inhabitants, to 
judge from their manners and appearance, feemed to be 
defeended from the Tartars in the moft northern part of 
Afia : and probably found their way through the country 
of Cor^a. They lived chiefly by fifhing and hunting, 
and fcarcc wore any covering. 

The Hollanders, having, without difficulty, informed 
tb^rnfelvea of every particular that prudence fuggefted, 
thought it moll advifablc to fix their fettlement on a fmall 
ifland that lay contiguous to the larger one. This fitua- 
tion afforded them three confidcrable advantages ; an cafy 
defence, if hatred or jealoufy ffiould incline their neigh* 
hours to moled them ; the convenience of a harbour 
formed by the two illands ; and the facility of maintain- 
ing a fafe communLcatiou with China during the inoii- 
foons : advantages which they could not have found in 
any other pofition they might have chofen. 

The new colony infenfibly gained llrength without 
attradling any notice, till it rofe at once to a degree of 
coiifequcncc that allonifhed all Afia. This unexpedled 
profperity was owing to the conqueft of China by the 
Tartars. Thus it is that torrents enrich the vallies. with 
the dores they carry down from the defolated mountains. 
Above a hundred thoufand Chinefe, who refolved not to 
fubmit to the conqueror, fled for refuge to Formofa. 
They brought along with them that indudry which is 
peculiar to their chara6ler, the manner of cultivating rice 
and fiigar, and attrafted an infinite number of vefTels 
from their own nation. In a fhort time the ifland became 
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the centre of all tli^corrcfpondence that was carried on 
between Java, Siam, the Philippine Iflands, China, Japan, 
and other countries ; and in a few years was confidered as 
the moft confiderable mart in India. The Hollanders 
flattsred themfelves with the profped of dill greater ad- 
vantages, when fortune deceived their expedations. 

A Chinefe, named Equam, of obfeure birth, whofc 
turbulent diTpofitlon had made him turn pirate, had at- 
tained, by the fuperiority of his talents, to the rank of 
high-admital. He defended his country againft the 
Tartars for a confiderable time, but feeing his mader 
obliged to fubmit, he endeavoured to make terms for 
himfelf with the conquerors. He was decoyed to Pekin, 
where he was feized, and condemned by the ufurper to 
perpetual imprifonment, in which he Is fuppofed to have 
died of poilon. Coxinga faved himfelf on board his 
father’s fleet, vowed eternal enmity to the oppredbrs of 
his family and country, and concluded that he fliould be 
able to take the fevered revenge upon them, by making' 
himfelf mader of Formofa. He made a defeent upon it, 
and the minider Hambroeck was taken piifoner in the 
attack. 

Hambroeck, being appointed with fome other prifoners 
to be fent to the foit of Zealand to prevail with his coun- 
tiymen to capitulate, called to mind the example of 
Regulus ; he exhorted them to be firm, and ufed every 
argument to perfuade them, that if they drenuoufly per- 
fevered, they would oblige the enemy to retire. The 
ganifon being aware that this generous man would, on 
his return to the camp, fall a facrifice to his magnanimity, 
ufed their utmod efibrts to detain liim. Tlicir remon- 
drances were feconded by the tendered folicitations of 
two of his daughters, wlio were in tlic citadel. His 
anfwer was, “ 1 have pledged my lionour to return to my 
“ confinement : I hold myfelf obliged to perform my 
“ piornife. My memory fhall never be fullied with the 
“ reproach, that, out of regard to my own fafety, I was 
“ the caufe of feverer treatment, or perhaps of death, to 
“ the corripanions of my misfortune.^’ After this heroic 
fpeech, he calmly returned to the Chinefe camp, and the 
(lege began. 

Notwithdanding the fortifications were in a bad condi- 

H 2 
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tion, and the fort ill-ftored with ammunitioa and provi- 
lions ; notwlthftanding the garrifon was weak, and the 
fuccoiirs fent to attack tlie enemy liad retreated with dif- 
grace, Coyct the governor made an obllinate defence. In 
the beginning of the year 1662, being forced to capitu- 
late, he repaired to Batavia, where his fiiperiors had re- 
coin fe to thofe iniquitous Hate intrigues which are fre- 
quently praififed in all governments. They degraded 
liim, in order to prevent any fufpicion that tlie lofs of fo 
important a fettlement had been owing to their own folly 
or negligence. The attempts made to recover it proved un- 
fuccelsfiil 5 and the Hollanders were at lall reduced to the 
neceirity of carrying on a trade with Canton on the fame 
conditions, and under the fame rellri(?tions as other nations. 

It may appear fomewhat fingular, that fince the year 
1683, when Formofa fell under the dominion of China, 
no Europeans have ever attempted to form any fettle- 
ment there, upon tlie fame conditions at lead, as that of 
the Portuguefe at Macao. But befides that the fufpicious 
temper of the nation to which that ifiand belongs, gives 
no room to expetl fuch an indulgence from them, one 
may venture to pronounce that fuch an enterprife would 
be a bad one. Formofa was a place of importance only 
fo long as the Japanefe had a communication with it and 
fo long as its produce was allowed a free importation into 
Japan. 

Trade of the This empire of Japan had given re- 
Hollanders to fuge in the year 1600 to fome Hollanders 
Japan. who had been fliipwrecked on the ifiand 

of Bango : but it was not till 1609, that 
it received fome fliips of the Dutch EafI: India company. 

About a century before this, the goveinment of Japan 
had been changed. A magnanimous people had been 
made furious by a tyrant. Taycofama, wlio from a, fol- 
dier became a general, and from a general an emperor, 
had ufurped the whole power, and aboliOied all the rights 
of the people. Having ilripped the Dairo of the little 
remains of his authority, he had reduced all the petty 
princes of the country under his fubjc<iI;ion. Tyranny is 
arrived at its height, when It eftablifhes defpotifm by law. 
Taycofama went flill further, and confirmed it by fangui- 
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nary laws. His civil legiflation was actually a code of 
criminal profeciitiofis, exhibiting nothing but fcafFolds, 
punifhmcnts, criminals* and executioners. 

The Japanefe, alarmed at this prorpc<R: of flavery, had 
recourfe to arms. Torrents of blood were llied through- 
out the empire : and though liberty might be fuppofed to 
be fuperior in courage to tyranny, the latter triumphed 
over it, and became liill more ferocious, when animated 
by the fpirit of revenge. An inquilitlon, public as well 
as private, difmayed the citizens : they became fpies, in- 
formers, accLifbrs, and enemies to each other. An error 
in the adrniniftration of the police, was conftrued into a 
crime againll the (late ; and an unguarded expreflion was 
made high-treafon. Profecution aflumed the charadler of 
legiflation. Three fucceflive generations were doomed to 
welter in their own blood ; and rebel parents gave birth 
to a proferibed pofterity. 

During a whole century, Japan refembled a dungeon 
filled with criminals, or a place of execution. The 
throne, which was raifed upon the ruins of the altar, was 
furrounded with gibbets. The fubjedls were become 
as cruel as their tyrant. They fought, with a llrange 
avidity, to procure death, by committing crimes which 
were readily fuggelled, under a defpotic government. 
For want of executioners, they puniflied tliemfelves for 
the Id's of libeity, or revenged themfelves of tyranny, by 
putting an end to their own exiftencc. To enable them 
to face death, and to aflid them in fuffering it, they de- 
rived new courage from that lyllem of ChriiUanity which 
the Portuguefe had introduced among them. 

The oppreflions the Japanefe laboured under, afforded 
an opportunity for the profeffors of this new worfliip to 
make numerous ])rolelytcs. The miniouaries who preach- 
ed a fufi’er ing religion, were liilened to with attention. 

vain did the dudrine of Confucius try to gain rccep* 
tion among a people who bordered upon China. This 
do6lrine was t(x> limple and too rational for iflanders, 
whofe imagination, naturally rclllefs, was flill more heat- 
ed by the cruelties f)f the government. Some erroneous 
tenets of Chriilianity, which bore a confiderable affinity 
to thofe of the Budzoifls, and the penances, equally en- 
joined by the two fyllcms, procured the Portuguefe mif- 
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fionaries feveral profelytes. But, felting afide this re- 
femblance, the Japanefe would have chofcn to embrace 
Chriftiaiiity, merely from a motive of hatred to the 
prince. 

If the new religion was difcountenanced at court, it 
could not fail to meet with a favourable reception in the 
families of the dethroned princes. It added frefli fuel to 
their refcntmciit : they were fond of a II range God wliom 
the tyrant did not love. Taycofama ruled with a rod of 
iron, and pcrfecuted the Chridians as enemies to the 
date. He prolcribed the do6Irines imported from Eu- 
rope, and this profcription made them ilrike the deeper 
root. Piles were kindled, and millions of vi£Iims threw 
thcmfelves into the flames. The emperors of Japan tran- 
feended thofe of Rome, in the art of perfecuting the 
Chriflians. During tlie fpace of forty years, the fcaffolds 
were flained with the innocent blood of martyrs. This 
proved the feed of .Chrillianicy, and, at the fame time, of 
fedition. Near forty thoufand Chriflians, in the kingdom 
or province of Arima, took up arms, in the name, and 
for the name of Chrifl ; and defended themfelves with 
fiich fui*y, that not a Tingle perfon furvived the flaughter 
occafioned by perfecution. 

The navigation, trade, and fa^lories, of the Portuguefe 
had fuftained themfelves during this great crifis. The 
government and the people had, however, 'for a long 
time, been diffatisfied with them : they had incurred the 
fufpicion of adminiflration, by their ambition, by their 
intrigues, and, perhaps, by their fecret confpiracies ; and 
had rendered themfelves odious to the people, by their 
avarice, their pride, and their treachery. But as the 
habit of purchafing the mercantile articles they brought, 
was now become general, and that thefe goods could not be 
obtained through any other channel, they were not ex- 
cluded from Japan till the end of the year 1638, whe^ 
oh er merchants were in a fitnallon to fnpply their place. 

The Hollanders, who had for fomc time entered into 
competition with them, were not involved in the difgracc. 
As thefe republicans had never fliown themfelves ambiti- 
ous of interfering with the government ; as they had fuf- 
fered their artillery to be employed againd the Chriflians ; 
as they were at war with the proferibed nations ; as their 
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ftrength was not thoroughly known, and they appeared 
to be referved, pliant, modett, and entirely devoted to 
commerce ; they were tolerated ; though, at the fame 
time, they were fubjeded to great reftralnts. Three years 
after, whether it were that they became aftiiated by the 
fpirit of intrigue and dominion, or, which is more proba- 
ble, that no condudl whatever could prevent the Japanefe 
from harbouring fufpicions, they were deprived of the li- 
berty and the privileges they enjoyed. 

Ever fince the year 1641, they have been confined to 
the artificial illand of Difnia, raifed in the harbour of 
Nangafaque, and which has a communication with the 
city bridge. As foon as they arrive, their fliips are (trip- 
ped, and .their powder, muflcets, fwords, guns, and even 
rudder, cairied afhore. In this kind of imprifonment, 
they are treated with a degree of contempt which is be- 
yond conception ; and can tranfadl no bullnefs, but with 
commifTarics appointed to regulate the price and the quan- 
tity of their merchandi'/e. It is impoflible, that the tame- 
ihcfs with which they have endured this treatment more 
than a century, fliould not have lefTened them in the eyes 
of a nation that is witnefs of it > and that the love of gain 
fliould have produced fuch an extreme infenlibility to in- 
fults, without tarnifliing their charadfer. 

European cloths, filks, printed linens, fugar, woods for 
dying, and feme fpicesy chiefly pepper and cloves, arc 
tlie articles carried to Japan. The ordinary returns were 
veiy confiderable at the time that an indefinite liberty of 
trade was allowed. When it was fubjedled to rcftriCfions, 
no more tlian three fillips were annually fitted out for Ba- 
tavia, and tliefe were foon reduced to two. Since' the 
lall twelve years, there are even but one or two trifling 
cargoes fent alternately, whether it be, that the buyer 
has infilled upon this diminution, or whether the feller 
nmy have been led to it by the little benefit arifing from 
this commerce. According to regulations made, all the 
articles together do not produce more than one million one 
hundred thoufand livres [45»833l. 63. 8d.] ; but although 
thefe regulations may not polTibly be put .rigoroully in 
force. Hill it is affirmed, that the profit docs not exceed 
lofty thoufand livres [2083I. 6s. 8d.] It would be more 
confiderable, if the Dutch were not obliged to fend an- 

H4 
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nually to the capital of the empire, an arnbafTador loaded 
with prcfents. The payments are made with the bell 
fort of copper In the w^orld, which is confumed in Ben- 
<;al, on the coaft of Coromandel, and at Surat ; they are 
alfo made with camphire, which is ufed in Europe, after 
it has been purified at Amllerdam. 

The agents of the company are more fortunate than 
tlie company they ferve. By a kind of hofpitality pecu- 
liar to Japan, courtezans are given to them immediately on 
their arrival, whom they may keep till they go away 
again. Thele girls are not only devoted to their pleafures, 

» at alfo contribute to make their fortunes ; fince it is 
through their means, that the tortoifc-diell, of which the 
Japanefe fabricate their moll elleemed jewels, is introdu- 
ced into the country ; as likewlfe the camphire of Suma- 
tra, w’hich being naturally perfe6l enough not to (land in 
need of the operation of tire, is thought w'orthy to be 
employed as incenfe. 

They receive in exchange a very pure kind of gold, 
which, as well as the merchandize, paO'es througli the 
hands of their mhlrelles, whofe Ikill and probity in this 
double negotiation are equally attclled. 

The trade of the Chinefe, who, except the Hollanders, 
aic the only foreigners admitted into the empire, is not 
iiKrre exteniive than theirs, and fnbjo( 5 led to the fame re- 
hriedions. Ever fincc the year 1688, they are confined 
(hiring the coiitinuariCe of the falc of their goods, with- 
out liu* walls of Nangiifaque, in a kind of prifon, which 
ij divided into Icvcr.il huts, fiiirounded with a palifade, 
and defciuled by a good ditch, and a guard placed at 
every avenue, 'i'hele })recautioiis have been taken, in 
confequence of a dilcovery, that fome works in favour ol 
Chrillianity had been fold, together with books of philo- 
fophy and morality. The European mifiionaries had or- 
dered fome people of Canton to circulate them ; and the 
defire of gain betrayed them into a piece of chicanery, 
which has been feveiely punilhed. 

It is natural to iuppofe, that thofe who have changed 
the ancient government of the country into the moll ar- 
bitrary tyranny upon earth, w'ould look upon all inter- 
co I'E with iiraiigers as dangerous to their authority. 
Tii.ie is the mo\e teafon for tiiis conjeduve, us the inha- 
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bitants are all forbidden, on pain of death, to go out their 
country. This rigorous edi(^l is become the fundamental 
maxim of the empire. 

Thus the inhuman policy of tiie date has deprived it ot 
the only means of acquiiing a milder temper, by foftening 
the national chura6ler. The Japanefe, liery as his climate, 
and rclblefs as the ocean that furrounds him, requited, that 
the utmoit fcope fliould be given to his aClivity which 
could only be done by encouraging a briflc trade. To 
prevent the nccefTity of rtllraining iiim by punifhmcnts, 
it was rcquifite to keep him in excrcife by conllant 
labour, and to allow his vivacity an uninterrupted ca- 
reer abroad, when it was in danger of kindling tlie dame 
of fedition at home. Tfiat energy of mind which has 
degenerated into fanaticifm, would have been improved 
into indullry ; contemplation would have changed into 
achion ; and the fear of pnnijhment into tlie love of pica- 
furc. That hatred of life wiu'ch torments the Japanefe, 
while he is enfhived, opprcifcd, and kept in continual 
fears by the vigour of tlie laws, again il which he is per- 
petually druggling, would have given way to the fpirit of 
curiofity, tliat would have induced him to traverfe the 
i)cean, and viik foreign nutiems. By a frecpient change 
of place and climate, he would infenfibly have altered his 
manners, opinions, and charatters ; and this alteration 
would have been as foituuate for him, as it is fur the gene- 
rality ot people. What he might have loll by this inter- 
courle as a citizen, he would have gained as a man : buL 
the Japanefe are become tygers, under the fcourge of their 
tyrants. 

Whatever may be fald in praife of the Spartans, the 
Egyptians, and other dillin6t nations, who have owed 
their iuperior ilreiigth, grandeur, and permanency, to the 
Hate of feparation in which they kept thcmfelves, ir.an- 
l^ind lias received no benefit from thele folitary iiiftitutions* 
On the contrary, the fpirit of intercourfe is ufeful to all 
nations, as it promotes a mutual communication of their 
produdlions and knowledge. In a word, if it were ufe- 
lefs or pernicious to fome particular people, it was nccef- 
lary for the Japanefe. By commerce, they would have 
become enlightened in China, civilized in India, and dU 
veiled of all their prejudices among the Europeans. 
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The Moluccas fuh- The Dutch had the good fortune 
wit to the Dutch ^ to meet with refources which indem- 

nified them for the lofs they had fuf- 
tained at Japan. They had not yet entered into com- 
merce with thefe, the moR remarkable ifiands in the tor- 
rid zone, when they attempted to fecure to themfelves the 
trade of the Moluccas. 'I'he Portuguefe, who had long 
been in pofleflion of them, were obliged to fiiare their ad- 
vantages with their mailers, the Spaniards ; and, at length, 
to give up the trade almoll entirely to them. The two 
nations, divided in their interells, and perpetually at war 
with eacli other, becaufe the government had neither Ici- 
fure nor /kill to remove their mutual antipathy, joined to 
oppofe the fubjefts of the United Provinces. The latter, 
alfilled by the natives of the country, wlio had not yet 
learned to fear or hate them, by degrees gained the fupe- 
riority. The ancient conquerors w^erc driven out about 
the year 1621 ; and their place was fupplied by others 
equally rapacious, though lels turbulent, and more en- 
lightened. 

As foon as the Dutch had eftablifhed themfelves firmly 
at the Moluccas, they endeavoured to get the exclufive 
trade of Ipices into their own hands : an advantage which 
the nation they had jull expelled liad never been able to 
procure. 'Fhey fltilfully availed themfelves both of the 
forts they had taken by Ilorm, and of thofe they had im- 
prudently been luffered to erc 6 f, to draw the kings of 
Teiiiatc and Tidor, who were mailers of this Archipe- 
lago, into their fcheme. Thefe princes found themfelves 
ebligcd to confent, that the clove and nutmeg trees 
fhould be rooted up in the ifiands that were Hill under their 
doinn . ni. Ihi firll of thefe fceptcred fiaves, in confi- 
deratitin of this great facrilice, received a penfion of 
70,950 livTCb [2956!. 55.3 ; and the other, one of about 
13,200 [5491*3 A garrilon of feven hundred men waS 
appointed to fecure the performance of this treaty : and 
to lo low an ebb is the power of thefe kings reduced by 
war, tyranny, and misfortunes, that thefe forces would 
be more thau fufiicient to keep them in this flate of de- 
pendence, if it were not neceffary to have an eye upon 
the PhilippiiiC ifiands, whofe vicinity conllantly occafions 
fome alarm. Although the inhabitants be prohibited 
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from carrying on any navigation, and that no foreign 
nation be admitted among them, the Butch ^trade there 
is in a languifltlng date, as tht'y have no means of ex- 
change, nor any filver but what they carry over to pay 
their troops, their agents, and the penfions. This ad- 
miniftration, deducting the fmall profits, cofts the com- 
pany 154,000 livres [6416I. ijs. 4d.] per annum. 

The tree that bears the clove, looks like the birch- 
tree ; and its bark is thin and fmooth, like that of the 
beecli. Its trunk, which is compofed of an exceeding 
hard wood, does not rife to any height, *but divides itfelt 
into feveral prindfpul branches, the boughs of which arc 
covered with leaves and flowers in the month of March. 
The leaves are always placed oppofite to each other, 
dotted, fmooth, and not ferrated, almolt refembling, in 
form and confidence, thofe of the laurel. The flowers, 
difpofed in a corymbus terminalis, have each of them a 
long quadrified calix, which bears as many white petals, 
and a great number of flamina. The piltil enclofed an 
the bottom of this calix, becomes, along with it, an ovi- 
form fruit, filled up with a fiiiglc kernel, and known by 
,the name of the mother clove. • This fame calix, gathered 
before the unfolding of the petals, and the fecundation of 
the piilil, is, pr«perly fpeaklng, the clove ; the gather- 
ing of which is the principal objecd of the cultivation of 
the clove tree ; which begins in October, and ends in 
February. When the cloves have acquired a reddifli call, 
and a certain degree of firmnefs, they arc made to fall 
from the tree, by the help of long reeds, or by Itrougly 
fliaking the branches, and are received into large - cloths, 
or upon the ground, after it has been fwept clean. They 
are afterwards expofed, for a few days, to fmoke, upon 
hurdles covered with large leaves. This fumigation, to 
which the heat of a Hove might, perhaps, be lubliituied 
wiith advantage, is followed, by drying the cloves in the 
fun : this operation is thought to be completed, when, 
upon raifing with the nail part of the outward covering of 
the clove, the infide difplavs a beautiful red colour. 

The clove tree requires a rich and fertile foil. Its 
growth is afiifled, by giving it room, and by pulling up 
the weeds and flirubs that (hoot out in its neighbourhood. 

4 
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This circumdance has given occafion to fome travellers to 
fay, that it attradecl to itfelf all the nutritious juices of 
the foil it fprings from. If it were left to itfelf, it would 
rife to a confiderablc height ; but a low item, fending off 
branches at its origin, is preferred, for the facility of 
gathering the fruit. 

The cloves which have been left upon the tree, con- 
tinue growing till they are half an inch thick. They arc 
then fit for germination, provided they be immediately 
put into the ground ; and they produce the clove tree, 
vvliich flowers only at the end of-eight or nine years. 
Thcfe fruits, or molhcr-cloves, though inferior to the 
common fort, are not without their value. The Dutch 
preferve them in fugar ; and, in voyages, cat them after 
meals, to promote digc'lion ; or make ufc of them, as aJt 
agreeable remedy for the feurvy. 

The clove, to be in peifcCfion, mud be full-flzed, 
heavy, oily, and cafily broken ; of a fine fmell, and a 
hot aromatic tade, fo as almod to burn the throat ; it 
fliould make the fingers fmart when handled, and leave 
a greafy moilhire upon them when prefled. The princi- 
pal ufe of It is for culinary purpofes. In fome parts of 
Europe, and in India particularly, it is fo much prized, 
that it is thought to be an indirpcnfible ingredient in al- 
mod every kind of nounTnment. It is there put into food, 
liquors, wines,; and enters likewifc into the compofilion of 
perfumes. It is little ufed iu medicine ; hut there is an oil 
cxtracled from it, which is in confidcrable repute. 

The company have allotted the inhabitants of Am- 
boyna four thoufand parcels of land ; on each of which 
they were at fird allowed, and, about the year 1720, 
compelled to plant a hundred and twenty-five trees, a- 
mbuntlng, in the whole, to five hundi'ed thoufand. Each 
tree yields annually, on an average, upwards of two pounds 
of cloves : and, confeqnently, the colkiftlYe produce mud 
weigh more than a million. 

Tiic cultivator is paid with the fpecic that is condantly 
returned to the company, and with fome blue and un- 
bleached cottons which are brought fi'om Coromandel. 
This fmall trade might, in fome meafure, have been in- 
creafed, if the inhabitauts of Amboy na, and the fmall 
iflands that depend upon it, would have attended to the 
culture of pepper and indigo, which has been tried with 
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fuccefs. Miferablc as thefc iflanders are, they Hill remain 
in a ftate of indolence, becaufe they have not been tempt- 
ed by an adequate reward for their labours. 

The adminiftration is Tomewhat different in the iflands 
of Banda, which are thirty leagues didant from Am- 
boyna. There are five of thefe iflands ; two of which are 
uncultivated, and almoft uninhabited : and the other 
three claim the didiinflion of being the only iflands in the 
world that produce the nutmeg. 

The niitmeg-trce, in its fize and foliage, rcfembles the 
pear-tree. Its trunk, which is not high, is covered, as 
well as the branches, with a fmooth, afh-coloured bark. 
Its leaves, alternately difpofed, are oval, fharp-pointed, 
green on the upper furface, whitifh on the lower, and, 
when bruiTed, diffufe an aromatic fmell. The flowers, 
the botanical charaifers of w'hich have not yet been fuf- 
ficiently obferved, arc fuccceded by the fruit, which is 
covered with an external green covering, fimilariii its form 
to that of the common walnut, but more ilefhy, and full 
of juice. This external •overingj' when grown ripe, ac- 
quires a deep yellow colour ; and, as it opens, difeovers an 
internal membranous coat, of a beautiful red colour, flit 
through in different places, and known by the name of 
mace, which lies immediately over the thin ^nd brittle 
fhcll that enclofes the nutmeg. This is the time to gather 
it, otherwife the mace would get loofe, and the nutmeg 
would lofe that oil which preferves it, and in which its 
excellence confdls. The nutmegs that are gathered be- 
fore they areperfedly ripe, are preferved in vinegar or fu- 
gar, and are admired only in Alia. 

It is nine months before the fruit comes to perfedlion. 
After it is gathered, the outer rind is firipped off, and the 
mace feparated from it, which is laid in the fun to dry. 
The nuts require more preparation. They are fpread up- 
•on hurdles, or dried for fix weeks by a flow fire, in fheda 
creded for that purpofe. They are then feparated from 
the fhell, and thrown into lime-water, which is a necef- 
fary precaution to preferve them from worms. 

The nutmeg differs in goodnefs, according to the age 
of the tree, the foil, the expofition, and method of cul- 
ture. This tree, contrary to the clove, delights in a 
damp foil, overgrown with weeds, and even fhaded by 
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large trees, provided it be not flifled l^y them. Under 
their fhelter it thrives very well, and bears the colds 
which are fometimes felt on the tops of the mountains. 
The round nutmeg is preferred to that which is oblOng, 
though they are only d^iferent conformations of the fame 
fruit. That fruit is more particularly efteemed which is 
freili, moift, heavy, of a good fmell, and an agreeable 
though bitter flavour, and which yields an oily juice upon 
being pricked. The immoderate ufe of this fpice brings 
on paroxyfms of madnefs, and fometimes occaflons death. 
In proper quantities, it facilitates digellion, expels wind, 
flrengthens the bowels, and flops the dyfentery. The 
congealed oil which is drawn by expreflion from the nut- 
megs reje£led at the market, and that which is furnifhed 
by the mace, are ufed externally in diforders of the nerv- 
ous fyflem. 

.A wild kind of clove-tree is found at Amboyna, which 
differs from the former, in growingto a greater height, in 
liaving its leaves much longer, and its matrices very ob- 
long, rough upon the furface, and of a difagreeable tafle. 
The iflands of Banda furnifli aiio five or fix fpecies of 
wild nutmeg trees, which the Dutch have ncgledted to de- 
flroy, becaufe the fruit they bear, being but flightly aro- 
matic, and of no value in trade, is mercl) an obje6l of cu- 
riofity. 

If we except tliis valuable fpice, the iflands of Banda, 
like all the Moluccas, are barren to a dreadful degree. 
What they produce in fuperfluitics, they want in necef- 
farics. The land will not bring forth any kind of corn : 
and the pith of the fago ferves the natives of the country 
inflead of bread. 

As this food will not be fufficient for lh6 Europeans 
who fettle in the Moluccas, they arc allowed to fetch pro- 
vifions from Java, Macaflar, or the extremely fertile rfland 
of Bali. The company itfelf carries fome merchandize 
to Banda. 

This is the only fcttlemeut in the eaft Indies that can 
be confidered as an European colony ; becaufe it is the 
only one where the Europeans are proprietors of lands. 
The company, finding that the inhabitants of Banda 
were favage, cruel, and treacherous, becaufe they were 
impatient under their yoke, refolved to exterminate them. 
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Their pofleffions were divided among the white people, 
who got flaves from fome of the neighbouring yi^nds to 
cultivate the lands. Thefe white people are for the inoft 
part creoles, or malcontents, who have quitted the fer- 
vice of the company. In the fmall ifle of Rofinging, 
there are likewife feveral banditti, whom the laws have 
branded with difgrace, and young men of abandoned prin- 
ciples, whofe families wanted to get rid of them : fo that 
Banda is called the “ illand ofeorreftion.’^ I'hcfe wretches 
live but a fhort time here : but - the other iflands of 
Banda are not much lefs fatal. It is on account of the lofa 
of fo great a number of men, that attempts have been 
made to transfer the culture of the nptmeg to Amboyna ; 
and the company were likewife probably urged to this by 
the two other powerful motives of economy and fecurity. 
But the experiments that have been made have proved un- 
fuccefsful, and matters remain in their former ftate. 

I'o fecure exclufively to themfelves the produce of the 
Moluccas, which are, with good reafon, ftyled the gold 
mines” of the company, the Dutch have purfued all the 
means that an enlightened fpirit of avarice could fuggell 
to them ; and have been aflilled in their defigns by na- 
ture. 

lire earthquakes, which are frequent and dreadful in 
thefe latitudes, render the navigation dangerous. They 
fwallow up every banks of fand in thefe feas, and 
form new ones in their ftead. 'rhele revolutions, the fre- 
quency and effe^fs of which are exaggerated by policy, 
muft of courfe keep at a dillance the foreign n »vigator, 
w^ho js in want of the neceffary afiiftance to guide his (hip. 
with fafety. 

This firll circumftance in favour of an exclufive trade, 
is ftrengthened by another, perhaps ftill more efficacious. 
During a confiderable part of the year, the fhips driven 
off by winds and oppolitc currents, cannot land at the Mo- 
luccas ; and arc therefore obliged to wait for the favour- 
able feafon fucceeding thefe tcmpelluous times. But at 
this period, a number of experienced and vigilant guarda 
coaftas take poffeflion of this ocean, now become quiet, 
in order to keep off or feize upon all the fhips that may 
have been brought there by the allurement of gain. 

It is in thefe calm feafons that the governors of Ani- 
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boyna and Banda are employed in going over the iflands, 
in which' 'the company, at the firft dawn of their power,. 
deftroyed all their fpices. The odious bufinefs they arc 
engaged in obliges them to maintain a perpetual druggie 
with the liberality of nature, and to cut up the trees 
wherever they fprout. They are forced to renew their 
expeditions every yearjbecaul’e the earth, rebelling againft 
the hands that lay it waftc, feems obllinately to drive 
againll the wickednefs of men ; and becaufe the nutmeg 
and the clove, fpringing up afredi under the knife that ex- 
tirpates them, deceive that cniel fpirit of rapacioufntfs, 
which is an enemy to every thing that does not grow for 
itfclf. Thefe ub >minable excurdons begin and end with 
fedivals, the particulars of which would make a man of 
the lead fealing fhudder, if I could prevail upon myfelf to 
mention them. 

The intent of all civil and religious fedivals, from their 
fird inditution down to our times, either in tlic huts of 
the favage, or in civilized towns, is to renew the remem- 
brance of fome favourable period, or fome fortunate event, 
and they are each of tliem marked with their peculiar cha- 
ra^^ers. The pried ufhers in the day with the ringing of 
his bells ; he opens the gates of his temple ; he fummons 
the citizens to the foot of the altar; he arrays himfclf in 
his mod fumptuous garments ; he raifes his hands towards 
heaven ; lie implores his mercy for the future, and expref- 
fes his gratitude for the pad, in fongs of gladnefs. On 
going out of the temple, the civil feuival begins, and joy 
IS dlfplayed under another afped. The tribunals of juf- 
tice arc diut. The noife which is no longer heard in the 
diops, breaks forth in the dreets and public places. The 
found of mufic invites to the fprightly dance, in which 
perfons of both fexes and of various ages mix together. 
The ordinary dridnefs of parents is relaxed ; and wine 
flows abundantly on all fldes. At tength the abfence of 
the fun is fupplled by illuminations, which redore to plea- 
fure that freedom that the light of the day feemed to pre- 
clude. With what impatience afe not thefe days of pub- 
lic rejoicing expeded ? They are talked of long before 
they arrive ; and become the general topic of converfation 
for a long time after they have been celebrated. Thus it 
is, that if the people be wretched, they are made to for*^ 
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get their daily affliftions ; if they be happy, thus it is that 
their afFedlion for the authors of their felicity is redoubled ; 
and that the fpark of enthufiafm' is kept alive, either by 
the remembrance of the good fovereigns by whom they 
have been governed heretofore, or by the recoUedtion of 
the brave and virtuous anceftors from whom they are de- 
fcended. It fhould feem, however, that at the Moluccas, 
the feftivals inftituted by the Dutch have had no other 
view, but to perpetuate the memory of the atrocious a£ts 
they have committed, and to cherifh the fentlment of ven- 
geance in the heart. It is only under the empire of de- 
mons, that feftivals fhould be gloomy ; but fuch is the 
averfion of man for labour, that the people delight in all 
kinds of feftivals, whether they be melancholy or cheer- 
ful. 

The Dutch, in order that they might the more effec- 
tually grafp, in procefs of time, the monopoly of the fpice 
trade, have formed two fcttlements, one at Timor, the 
other at Celebes. 

The firft of thcfe iflands is fixty T'he Dutch form 
Icagueslong, and from fifteen to eighteen a fettkment at 
broad. It is divided into feveral fove- Tiinoi\ 
reignties ; in which there are numbers 
of Portuguefe. Thefe conquerors, who at their firft ar- 
rival ill India had advanced with the iitmoft intrepidity and 
moft amazing celerity, and had purfued a long and dan- 
gerous career with a rapidity which nothing could ftop ; 
who were fo well accuftomed to a6ls of heroilm, that they 
performed the moft arduous enterprifes with eafe ; thefe 
conquerors, I fay, when they were attacked by the 
Dutch, at the time that their whole empire, grown too 
large and tottering under its own weight, was tumbling 
to ruin on all fides, difplayed none of thofe virtues which 
have laid the foundation of their power. When they were 
difpoflefted of a fort, driven out of a kingdom, or difperf- 
cd in confequence of a defeat, they fhould have fought an 
afylum among their brethren, and Ihould have rallied under 
ftandardsthat had hitherto been invincible ; either to put 
a ftop to the progrefs of the enemy, or to recover their 
fettlements : but fo far were they frpm forming a refolu- 
t.ion fo generous, that they folicited fome employment, or 
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penfion, from thofe very Indian princes whom they had 
fo often infulted. Thofe who had contraded a habit of 
effeminacy and idlenefs above the reft, retreated to Timor, 
which, being a poor ifland, where no works of induftry 
were carried on, would fereen them, they thought, from 
the purfuit of an enemy intent upon ufeful conquefts. 
They were’ however deceived In the year 1613 they 
were driven from the town of Cupan by the Dutch, who 
found a fort there, which they have ever fince garrifoned 
with fifty men. The company fends fome coarfe linens 
there every year, and receives in return, wax, tortoife- 
fhell, fanders wood, and cadiang, ai fmall fpecies of bean, 
commonly ufed by the Dutch on fhip-board, by w^ay of 
varying the •food of the crew. All thefe objeds employ 
one or two floops, which are difpatched from Batavia : 
nothing is either gained or loft by this fettlement ; the 
profits juft anfwer the expcnces. The Dutch would have 
abandoned Timor long ago, if they had not been appre- 
henfive that fome adive nation might fix there, and avail 
themfelves of the opportunities that fituation would give 
them to difturb the trade of the Moluccas. It was the 
fame cautious principles which drew them to Celebes. 

T'he Dutch male This ifland, which is about a hun- 
ihemfihes majlers dred and thirty leagues in diameter, is 
of Celebes very habitable, though fituated in the 

centre of the torrid zone. The heats 
are allayed by copious rains and cooling breezes. The 
inhabitants are the braveft people in the fouth of Afia ; 
their firft attack is furious ; but, after a conteft of two 
hours, a tot«il want of courage takes place of this extra- 
oardinary impetuofity : the intoxicating fumes of opium, 
which are certainly the caufe of this terrible fury, go off, 
after they have exhaulted their ftrength in traufports that 
approach to madnefs. The kris, which is their favourite' 
weapon, is a foot and a half long ; it is fhaped like a po- 
niard, and the blade is ferpentine. They never carry 
more than one to battle ; but in private quarrels two are 
neceffavy ; they parry with that in the left hand, and at- 
tack the adverfary with the other. The wounds made by 
this weapon arc very dangerous, and the duel moft com- 
monly ends ill the death of botli the combatant*. 
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The inhabitants of Celebes are rendered adive^ induf- 
trious, and robuft, by a rigid education. Every hour in 
the day their niirfea rub them with oil, or lukewarm wa^ 
ter. Thefs repeated un^lions encourage nature to unfold 
her powers with freedom. They are weaned at an year 
old, an idea prevailing, that if they continued to fuck any 
longer, it would hurt their underftandings. When they 
are five or fix years old, the male children of any diftinc- 
tion are intrufted to the care of fome relation or friend, 
that their courage may not be weakened by the carefles 
of their mothers, and a habit of rcciproci tendernefs. 
They do not return to their families till they have attained 
the age in w'hlch the law permits them to marry. 

Here we have, indeed, a fingular inftance of civiliza- 
tion among flaves, upon the moil important concern of 
human life. Which of the poli/hed nations of Europe has 
carried tire care of education fo far ? Which of us as yet 
thought of fecuring his pofterity from the cfPedlsof paren* 
tal fedudion ? The precautions "taken at Celebes, which 
w'ould be ufcful in all ranks, would be particularly necef- 
fary for the children of monarchs. 

Thefe are more expofed than others to be tainted with 
that corraption which fiirrounds them on all fides ; and 
which at once attacks, their head and their heart, tlrrougfl 
the medium of all their fenfes. How is it pofiible that 
they fliould be affeded with the fight of mifery, which 
they are unacquainted with, and never experience ? That 
they fliould be lovers of truth, when their cars have been 
only accufiomed to the accents of flattery ? Admirers. of 
virtue, while they arc bred in the midft of unworthy flaves, 
who are all eager to extol their propenfities and their in- 
clinations ? Patient in adverfity, which they are not al- 
ways exempt from ? Or, how fliould they be refolute in 
dangers to which they are fometimes ^xpofed, when they 
hjve been enervated by effeminacy, and continually im* 
prefled with ideas of the importance of their exiflence ? 
How is it poffible that they fliould eftimatc the fcrvices they 
receive, or know the value of the blood fpilt for the pre- 
fervation of their empire, and to enhance the fplendour of 
their reign, w^hen they have imbibed the fatal prejudice of 
every thing being their due, and of its being even too 
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great an honour to die in their caufe ? Strangers to every 
idea of juftice, how is it poffible that they fhould not be- 
come the fcourge of that portion of the human race, 
whofe happinefa is committed to their care ? 

Fortunately thefe corrupt tutors are fooner or later pu- 
nifhed by the ingratitude of their pupils ; who, themfelves 
being miferable in the midft of their greatnefs, arc all their 
lifetime tormented with a deep fenfe ofdifgufl, which can- 
not be removed from their palaces. Fortunately the fal- 
len filence of their fubje£^s announces to them, from time 
to time, the hatred they are held in ; and they are too 
weak to difdain it. Fortunately the religious prejudices 
that have been inftilled into them, rife up and tyrannife 
their confeiences. Fortunately, after a life which no mor- 
tal, not even the lowed of their fubje<fi;s, would accept of, 
if he were fenfible of all the wretchednefs of it, they find 
gloomy perturbation, terror, and defpalr, attending upon 
their lalt moments. 

Formerly the people of Celebes acknowledged no other 
gods but the fun and the moon. They facrificed to them 
in the public fquares, having no materials which they 
thought valuable enough to be employed in raifing tem- 
ples. According to the creed of thefe iflanders, the fun 
and moon were eternal as well as the heavens, the empire 
of which they divided between them. Ambition fet them 
at variance. 'Fhe moon, dying from the fun, mifearried, and 
was delivered of the earth ; fhe was big with feveral other 
worlds, which die will fuccellively bring fortli, but w'ith- 
out violence, in order to repair the lofs of thofe which the 
fire of her conqueror will confume. 

Thefe abfurd'ties were univerfally received at Celebes : 
but they had not fo determined an inflaence over either 
the nobles or the people as is found in the religions doc- 
trines of other nations. About two centuries ago, fome 
Chridians and Mohammedans having brought their opi- 
nions here, the principal king of the country took a total 
diflike to the national worfhip. Alarmed at the terrible 
cataflrophe with which he was equally threatened by both 
the new fyllems of religion, he convened a general affem- 
bly. On the day appointed he afeended an eminence ; 
where, fpreading out his hands towards heaven, and in a 
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llandirg podurc, he addreffed the following prayer to the 
Supreme Being : 

“ Great God, I do not, at this time, fall down before 
“ thee, becaufe I do not implore thy clemency. I have no- 
“ thing to aflc of thee which thou oughtcft not in juftice 
to grant. Two foreign nations, whofe mode of wor- 
fhip is widely different, are come to flrike terror into 
my mind, and the minds of my fubjedfs. They affure 
“ me, that thou wilt punifh me eternally if I do not obey 
“ thy laws : I have, therefore, a right to require that 
thou wouldft make them known to me, I do not aflc 
“ thee to reveal the inipenetrable myfteries which fur- 
round thy effcnce, and which to me are ufelcfs. I am 
** come hither to Inquire, together with my people, what 
thofe duties are which thou intendcll to preferibe to us. 
“ Speak, O my God ! fince thou art the Author of na*- 
“ ture, thou cand difeern the bottom of our hearts, and 
“ knovved tliat it is impofiible they fliould enteruin any 
thoughts of difobedience. But if thou condefcepdelt 
not to make thyfelf underdood by mortals ; if it be un- 
“ worthy of thine effence to employ the language of man 
“ to.didfate the duties required of man ; I call my whole 
nation, the fun which enlightens me, the earth that fup- 
“ ports me, the waters that encompafs my dominions, and 
‘‘ thyfelf to witnefs, that, in thefincerity of my heart, I 
“ feek to know thy will : and I declare to thee this day, 
“ that I fhall acknowledge,* as the depofitaries of thy ora- 
“ cles, the miniders of either religion whom thou fhalt 
‘‘ caufe to arrive the fil'd in our harbours. The winds and 
the waves are the miniflcrs of thy power ; let them be 
“ the fignals of thy will. If, with thefe honed inten- 
“ tions, I embrace an error, my confcience will be at 
“ eafe, and the blame will lie upon thee.’’ 

The affembly broke up, determined to wait the orders 
^of Heaven, and to follow the fird miflionaries that fliould 
arrive at Celebes, The apodles of the Coran were the 
mod active ; and the governor and his people w^ere cir- 
cimcifed : the other parts of the ifland foon followed their 
example. 

This unfortunate circumdance did not prevent the Por- 
tuguefe from gaining a footing at Celebes. They main- 
tained their ground there, even after they were driven out 
4 
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of the Moluccas. The motive which imluced them to 
ftay, and which attradlcd the Englifh to this place, was 
the facility of procuring fpices, which the natives of the 
country found means to get, notwithilanding the precau- 
tions that were taken to keep them at a dittance from the 
places where they grew. 

The Dutch, who by this competition were prevented 
from monopolizing the articles of cloves and nutmegs, at- 
tempted in 1660, to put a ftop to this trade, which they 
called contraband. To favour this defign, they had re- 
courfe to means repugnant to all principles of morality, 
but which an unfatiable avarice has rendered very common 
in Afia. By perfevering in thefe infamous proceedings, 
they fucceeded fo far as to drive out the Portiiguefe, keep 
off the Englifh, and take pofTeflion of the harbour and 
fort of Macaffar. From that time they were abfolute maf- 
ters of the ifland without having conquered it. The 
princes among whom it was divided, re-united in a kind 
of confederacy. They hold affemblies, from time to time, 
on affairs that concern the general intereli ; and the refult 
of their determinations becomes a law to each flate. 
When any conteft arifes, it is decided by the governor of 
the Dutch colony, who prefides at this diet. He obferves 
thefe different fovereigns with a watchful eye, and keeps 
them in perfe< 5 l ^equality with each other, to prevent any 
of them from aggrandizing himfelf to the prejudice of the 
company. The Dutch has difarmed them all, under pre- 
tence of hindering them from injuring each other, but in 
reality with a view of depriving them of the power of break- 
ing their chains. 

The Chinefe, who are the only foreigners permitted to 
come to Celebes, carry thither tobacco, gold wire, china, 
and unwrought filks. The Dutch fell opium, fpiritous 
liquors, gum lac, fine and coarfe linens. This ifland fur- 
nifheS a little gold, great quantities of rice, wax, flaves, 
and tripam, a fpecies of mufhroom, which increafes in value 
in proportion to the roundnels Cf its form, and the black- 
nefs of its colour. The cufloms bring in 88,000 livres 
[3666I. 13s. 4d.] to the company ; but it receives a mpdh 
lar^V profit from its trade, and the tenth part of the terri- 
tory which it holds in full right of fovreignty. Thefe 
advantages, however, taken together, do not counterba- 
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lance the expences of the colony, which arife to 165,000 
livres [6875I.] more. It would certainly be given up, if 
it* Were not with reafon looked upon a« the key of the Ipicc 
iilands* 


The fettlement at Bornca was form- 
The Dutch open ed with a lefs intercfting view. It is 
a communication one of the largeft, if not adlually the 
with Borneo* largcft ifland hitherto known. The an- 
cient inhabitants live in the inland parts. 

The coafts are peopled with inhabitants from Macaflar, 
with Japanefe, Malayans, and Ara^bs, who, to the vices 
that are natural to them, have added a ferocity hardly to' 
be met with elfewhere. 

About the year 1526, the Portuguefe attempted to 
fettle at Borneo.^ Too feeble to make their arms refpec- 
ted, they tried to gain the good will of one of the fove- 
teigns. of the country, by offering him fome pieces of ta- 
pcltry. This weak prince took tlie figures wrought in 
it for inchanted men, who would flrangle him in the 
night-time, if he fuffered them to come near his perfon. 
The explanations they gave to remove his apprehenfions 
•had no effect, -he obftinately refufed to let the prefent be 
brought into his palace, and prohibited the donors from 
entering his capital. 

However, thefe adventurers afterwards gained admif- 
fioii ; but this was an unfortunate privilege to them, for 
they were all maifacred. A fadlory,* which the Englifh 
cftablillied fome years after, fhared the fame fate. The 
Hutch, who had met with no better treatment, appeared 
again, in the year 1748, with a fquadron, which, though 
very inconfiderable, fo far impofed upon the prince, to whom 
the pepper entirely belongs, that he determined to grant 
them the privilege of trading for it exclufively ; with this 
Tingle reierve, that lie fliould be allowed to deliver five 
hundred thoiifand pounds of this article to the Chinefe, 
who had always frequented his ports. Since this treaty, 
the company fends rice, opium, fait, and coarfe linens, to 
Bcndermaffen : articles, the profits upon which are fcarce 
fufficient to defray the expences of the fettlement, al- 
though they do not exceed 33,000 livres [1375I.] per au- 
burn. The profits arife, however, from the fale of a fmall 
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number of diamonds, picked up at great intervals, in the 
rivers, and from fix hundred thoufand w^eight of pepper, 
which the company purchafe at 34 livres [ iL Ss. 4d.] 
the hundred. Even the agents cannot obtain any thing 
from Bornea, for their own private traffic except thofc 
beautiful canes, the ufe of which becomes more and more 
general in our climates. More confiderable advantages 
are derived from Sumati*a. 

This ifland extends from north to 
Settlement of the fouth eleven degrees. It is divided into 
Dutch at Surna^ two parts, almoft equal by the equator, 
tra, which cuts it obliquely. The heats are 

moderated by a regular fucceffion of fea 
and land breezes, and by very plentiful rains which are 
frequent in a country covered with forefts, and where the 
thoulandth part of the foil is not cleared. Upon this im- 
menfe fpace, volcanos are infinitely common ; and this is 
the reafon, perhaps, why earthquakes, are more frequent 
than deftru(^'tive. 

The fouth pari of the ifland is occupied by the Malay- 
ans, whofe anceflors had no more than fix leagues of the 
fea to crofs to go into anotlier country. The time of 
their coming there is not known; neither are we acquaint- 
ed with the difficulties they had to conquer, in forming 
their fcttlemeut. The feudal government, under which 
they were born, was that which they efiablifhcd. Each 
captain appropriated to himfelf a certain difiridf, for which 
he paid homage to fome chief of higher reputation. 
This kind of fubordination has gradually diminiihed; but 
there are flill fome traces of it remaining. 

The religion of thefe people ifr Mahommedanifm, blend- 
ed with a variety of other fables. Their notions upon 
the univerie arc particulary whimfical. They believe that 
the earth which is perfectly m.otionlcfs, is fupported by 
an ox, the ox by a flone, the ftone by a fifh, the fifh by 
water, the water by air, the air by darknefs, and darknefs 
by light. This is the end of their fyltem ; but the aile* 
gory which might be couched under thefe abfurdities is 
entirely loft. 

rtit Malayans have few civil law's ; and their criminal 
code is ftill fhorter. Fines, equally divided between the 
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injured perfon, or hist, hetlAi an^ the magifeate, -arc the 
oaly punilhment for miJrdcr^nd other crime#. the de- 
linquency be not provard, they have' recourfe tq th^fe e*- 
travagant and capricioiw kind# of proof, which for a long 
time have been the opprobrium of Europe. 

One of the fingularities of their manners {s, that they 
never pay any viiit without bringing fome prefent alohg 
with them. This confifta ufually in birds, lemons, or ca* 
cao nut^ No greater rudenefs could be offered than, to 
refufe them j but this is a kind of unpolitenefs that never 
occurs.' 

As thefc people have few wants arifing from focia) con- 
nedionsf aiid as their real neceffitics are eaGly (bpphVd by 
nature,* they feldom apply themfelves to labour, and that 
with the utmoft reluctance. They dwell in huts, ralfed 
upon pillars of eight feet high, which are rfiade of bam- 
boo, and covered with palm leaves ; and their furniture 
confills of a few earthen vefTcls. A piece of doth, twill- 
ed round the loins in form of a girdle, is the common co- 
vering of the two fexe^. 

In the north-well part of the ifland we meet with an-, 
other nation, known by the name of Batta. It is a cuf- 
tom with thefe people to eat criminals conviCled of treafon 
ot adultery. It is {aid, that the hope of infpiring horror 
for thefe crimes, which were become too common, is the 
only motive thal has given rife to fo barbarous a cuftom. 

^In the northern part, akid there only, the gum benzoin 
is found, which is chicly confume^in Perfia ; and it is 
there alfo that we find that, precious camphire growing, 
the.ufe of which is referved for the Chinefo, and efpe- 
cially forthe j[apanefe. 

CamphiVe is a volatile and penetrating oil, or refin, fit 
for difpelling tumours, and ftopping the prdgrefa of in- 
jflammatxon ; and it is alfo known for the ufe that' is 
wade of in fire-vrorks. 

The tree which furnifhes the camphire, is a fpecies of 
laurel/ common in Japan, and in fome drftriCls of China. 
Its trunk rifes to the nrigkt of the oak. The leases, al- 
ternately difpofed upoU the boughs, are thin, ihiiiiug, 
qv^, terminatfug in a point, and emittiiig a fmeJl of cattt- 
phire, when thty are bruifed. The ""flowers, colle^led 
into cluflers, arc white ; attd arc ca^lr of them com^fod 
. ro/. /. I 
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6 f p€tak,v m fljldft of ^hicK is a pHlSi ibr- 

yiwndod W r>W ftatiting^ A:« the friiit Hpena, it becomes 
ia fmaji Ijwkifh berry, of the fcze of a pea, ur*d filled 
^ith Urt oily kerjiel. All the parts of the plant contain 
camphirc ; but the greated quantity is obtained hrotti the 
tTunK, and cfpecially from the roots. For this puippfe, 
they arc ^\^t iitto dices, and put with water into an iron 
veflVl covered over with its receiver. The heat of a fire, 
lighted undenteath the vefTd, makes the camphire rife, 
which attaches itfelf to the receiver. It is colled:ed 
with care, and tlien fent into Holland, where it is puri- 
fied by a fecond diftihatTon, before it is expofed to (ale. 

I’lle carhphire that is brought from Sumatra is jby much 
the mod ptrfed. This is fo well known, that the Japan- 
efe and Chinefe thcmfelvcs give feverai quintals of theirs 
for one pound of this. The botanifts ate not yet well ac- 
quainted with the tree that produces it. All they know 
is, that it does not grow fo high as the former 5 that its 
petals are more elongated, its fruit larger, and its leaves, 
as well as its wood, thicker, and lefs odoriferonat The 
aflbUnce of fire Is not called in to extra£l the camphire 
from it ; but, after the trunk has been fplit into pieces, 
this fubdance is feparated from it, quite formed, and 
lodged in the interftiecs of the fibres,* fomctiracs imclots, 
and fometimes difppfed in fiakes, or in the forrn of ber- 
ries, which arc more efteemed in proportion to their fizc 
and purity. Each tree yields about three pounds of a 
light, friable, and e^ily folable carnphire, which evapor^ 
ates in the air, though much more flowly than the cam- 
phire of Japan. ' 

The ordinary kind of camphire is feldotn given inter- 
nally, becaufe it excites naufea, and afFe6ls the head. 
That of Sumatra afls very differently ; for it ftrengthens 
the ftomach, removes obftrudlions, and increafes the effi- 
cacy of the medicines with which it is combined. Both 
the forts of -camphire appear to be the prodocc of the 
fame tree, which is probably a fpccks of the lautcL We 
arc induced to think this, beoaune the genuine' einoarnan 
4ree of Ceylon, and the baftar^ one w Malabar, other 
fpecies of the fame genus, yield by difiillation a cam- 
phire, but Ida pcrfcfl, and in fme^er quantity. 

^ The lands in the noeth^aft part of the ifietbd arc abnoft 
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^^aj8 under wai;/eri fo/fc|^at ihaw are ^ipy ipbabtt- 
ajt)t 5 <licce ; and tl^eiew m 'fbey 

vr^rc alu]u;>ft »U deftroyed ia s^iSoA butf rob- 

bers We »ri{eu, wre^ fnep their afW# and^ave W 
gUB affam to infdl, tW ftrad** pf Malacca, aad other 
lejfe celebrated latitudes# 

The mautjtains h\ the interior uarts of the country are 
full of mines j ar^l the furfiw?e of them ja ftirred up in the 
dry feafon. The rains, wthich lali from November to 
March,,nnd which fell dowB m twrents, detach the gold, 
the fnatiix of which is a very >vhite fpar, from the earth, 
W draw it alohg Into circles caadc.,of willow, deftined to 
receive and dilpofed in great numbetis ; fo that the gold 
which nllght efcape the firft, may be retained in fome of 
the fucccediftg one^# When the iky becomes ferene 
again, each proprietor goes with his flaves to coUctSt the 
treafures, more or Icfs cpnfiderable, which chance.haa al- 
lotted to him. He exchanges them for linens, or other 
goods^ furnirtred by the Englifh and the Dutch. 

Tfaefe have attempted to work the mines of Suntatra, 
accordirvg to the method geneially pradifed in the old and 
-new hemifpheres. Whether from Ignorance or diihoncHy, 

^ the two experiments made for this purpofehave failed; 
and tb« company has at length ))cen convinced, ^fter 
bavipg been led into too much expence, that it was not 
proper Jor them any longer to purlue fo precarious arrack 
of fortune. 

^Before the arrival of the Europeans in India, the. little 
trade carried on by Sumatra was all concentrated in the 
port of Achem. There it was that the Arabs and other 
navigators bought gold, camphire, benzoin, the nefts of 
birds, pepper, and in general every thing thefe iflanders 
had to fell. The Portugwefe, and the nations which 
3*aifed themfclves upon their ruin, ,alfo frequented this 
mart, when it was overtu* oed by fome of thofe revolu- 
tions which are too fremient in thefe countries. 

At thi$ period the Hollanders thought of eftabli ^ing 
ifix, fefkQrks in parts of the ifland which enjoyed 
moft tranquillity « The advantages which might have been 
r<?^pe4 front trifling fettl^raents in the ^ginning, 
have b,«en entirely loft in proctfe of time. 

The ujoft uf^ul of tlw wft be that 0 / Falinbap, 

I 2 
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in tjic ^»ftern of iflawd, TIjc compaity 
fnaintaine tkere ^ fort And gam^oa of eighty mea for 
ty^fix thottfiwid Uvte# C^ysol.J Two millions weight of 
pepper arc delivered to t)^cm at twcnt^y-tbrce livrcs tep 
ibis [19s. 3d.] the hundred; and one millioo^and a half 
weight of tin at lixty-one livres twelve fols £2!. i is, 4d.] 
the hundred. This laft article is obtained entirely front 
the ille of Banca, which is only one mile and a half dif- 
tant from the continent, and which gives the name to the 
famous flrait through wdich the velTiys going diredly froppi 
Europe to China generally pafs. 

Although the Dutch get the commodities they pur- 
chafe at Paliaban at a low price, yet this price yields fopie 
profit to the fovereign of the diftrid, who forces hisjfub- 
jefts to furnilh them to him at a ftill lower rate. This 
infignificant defpot draws from Batavia part of the food 
and clothing for the inhabitants of his dominions, and yet 
the Dutch are obliged to fettle their account with him in 
piaftrea. From this moncy> and from the gold taken opt 
of his rivers, he has amaffed a treafure which is known to 
be immenfe. One Tingle European veffel might pofiefs it- 
ftlf of all thefe riches } and, if there were any troops on 
board that it might land, they might maintain themfelves 
in a poll which would have been taken Without difHculty/ 
It appears very extraordinary that an enterprife To ufeful 
and fo cafy fhould not have enticed the avarice of fome 
adventurer. 

Civilized nations, who, to make themfelves tpafters of 
the univerfe, have trampled upon all Jthe rights, and ftiiied 
all the didfates of nature, will fcarcely (brink at one addi- 
tional ad of injuftice pr cruelty. There is not a nation 
in Europe which does not think it has a juft right to Teize 
upon the treafures of the Eaft. Setting aftde motives of 
religion, which it is no longf^r faihionablc to plead, fince 
its very minifters have brought it into difrepute, by their® 
unbounded avarice and ambition, how many pretences arp 
ftill remaining to jnftify the rage of invafion ! People who 
live under a^monarchy deurous pf attending the glory 
and empire of their mailer beyond the feas, Thelchap- 
py people are rcate^ to venture their lives in the cxtr?,me 
parts of the globe, to incFcafc the number of fortunate 
fulled:* ^9 Uve under the laws of the heft of princes* 



Bi>A It* TH 15 EASt" AN0 ^ 197 

A free nation, which fa ks own mailer, ia horn ia com- 
mand the ocean ; it cannoi fecure the dominion of the fea, 
without ieizing upon the land* which bclonga to the firft 
poffeflbr; that is, td him who is able to drive out the an- 
cient inhabitants ; who are, therefore, to be cnllavcd by 
force or fraud, and exterminated in or^r to get their pof- 
i^ons. The intereife of commerce, the liationid debt, 
and the majefty of the people, require it. Republicans, 
who have happily ihaken off the yoke of fovereign tyi*an- 
jiy, muft impofc it on others in their turn. If they have 
broken their chains, it is to forge new ones. They deteft 
monarchy, but they are in want of ftaves. They have no 
lands of their own 5 they muff, therefore, feize upon thofe 
of others. 

The trade of the Dutch at Siam was Trade of the 
at firff rather confiderable. A tyrannic Dutch at Slan^ 
prince, who oppreffed this unhappy coun- 
try^ having, about the year 1660, fhewn a want of rcfpcA 
to the company, it puniflicd him, by abandoning the fao* 
tones it had eftabliflied in his dominions, as if it would 
have been a favour to have continued them. Thefe re- 
publicans, who affeded an air of grandeur, chofe at that 
time to have their prefence looked upon as'^a favour, a fe- 
Curity, and an honour ; and they inculcated this lingular 
prejudice with fo much fuccefs, that, in order to engage 
them to return, a pompous embaffy was fent, ailcing par- 
don for what had paffed, and giving the ffrongeftj^uuran- 
ces of a different conduft for the future. 

^ There was a time, however, when this deference was to 
ceafe, and it haftened by the naval enterpiifes of other 
powers. The affairs of fhc company at Siam have always 
been in a declining Hate. Having no fort, it has never 
been in a condition to maintain the exclufivc privilege^ 
•The king, notwithftanding the prefents he requires, fells 
merchandize traders of all nations, and takes goods 
from thtm on advantageous terms ; with this difference 
only, that they are obliged to ftop at the mouth of the 
Mcnan, whereas the Dutch go up the river as far as the 
capital of the empiie, where their agent conftarttly refides. 
Their trade derives no great activity from this privilege. 
They fend only one vcffel, which tranfports Javanefe 

I 3 



IpS HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS ANl5 TRADE Book It. 

horfes, and is freighted with fugar, fpices, and linens ; for 
which they receive in rctnm jtin, at feventy-feven livres 

! ’5l. 48. id.] a hundred weight ; gum lac, at fifty-feven 
ivres four fols f2l. ys. 8d.J ; fome elephants teeth, at 
three livres twelve fols [5s. 8d.] a-pound ; and from time 
to time a fmall quantity of gold dull. One may venture 
to aflect, that their connedfions here are kept up merely 
on account ot the fappan woocl, which is neceflfary for the 
flowing of their fhips ; and for which they give no lefs 
than five livres ten fols [48. yd.] per hundred weight. 
Were it not for this want, they would long ago have given 
up a trade in which the expence exceeds the profits, be- 
caufe the king, who is the only merchant in his dominions, 
fets a very low price upon the commodities that are im- 
ported. A more interelling obje^l turned the ambitious 
views of the Dutch towards Malacca. 

Situation of the These republicans, who knevsr the 
Dutch at Ma~ importance of this place, ufed their ut- 
Ucca^ ' moil efforts to make thcmfelvcs mailers 

of it. Having failed in two attempts, 
they had rccourfe at lad, if we may believe a ^tirical 
writer, to an expedient which a virtuous people will never 
employ, but which frequently anfwers the ptirpofe of a 
degenerate nation. They endeavoured to bribe the Por- 
tuguefe governor, whom they knew to be covetous. The 
bargain was concluded ; and he introduced tl»c enemy in- 
to the city in 1641. The befiegers hallened to hishoufe, 
and maflacred him to fave the payment of the 500,000 
livres [ 20 , 833 !. 6 s. 8d.] they had promifed hint. But 
truth obliges us to declare, for the honour^ of the Portu- 
guefe, that they did not furrender, till after k moft obfti- 
nate defence. The commander of the vidlorious party 
afked the oppofite commander, in a boaffing llcain, which 
ia not natural to his nation. When he would come back 
again to the place ? When your crimes are greater 
“ than ours,’’ replied the Portuguefc gravely. 

The conquerors foiirtd a ftrong- built fort ; a very healthy 
climate, though hot and damp ; but the trade was en- 
tirely decayed ; the continual exaiflions having deterred 
all nations from reforting there. It haa not been revived 
by the company, either on account of fome infupcrable 
difficulties, or the want of moderation, or the fear of in- 
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juring Batavia. The tranfai^ions, at prefent, are confiiL- 
ed to a fmall quantity of ophim and gold, fome linens, tin, 
and ivpry. ' ^ 

Their trade would be more confiderable, if the princes 
adhered more faithfully to the exclufivc treaty fublifting 
iKtween them. Unfortunately for their interefts, they 
have formed connedions with the Englhh, who fornifh 
them with the commodities they want at a cheaper rate, 
and give a greater price for their n^rchandize. Their 
farms and cuilbms make them fome Kttle amends, bring- 
ing in 220,000 llvres [9,166!. 13s. 4d.] a-year. Thcfc 
revenues, hov,»ever, and the advantages of commerce, taken 
together, arc not fufficient to maintain the garrifon and 
people employed, which coils the company 44,000 livres 
[1833I. 6s.8d.] 

Tin's might, for a long time, have appeared to be a 
fmall facrifice. Before the Europeans had doubled the 
Cape of Good Hope, the Moors, who were the only 
ritime people in India, failed from Surat and Bengal to 
Malacca, where they found traders from the Moliwca 
iflands, Japan, and China* When the Portuguefe bo- 
eame mailers of this place, they did not wait till the mer- 
chandize of the EaA was brought from Aiia, but they 
went to fetch it themfelves, and returned by the Sundi 
iflands. When the I>utch had got pofieffion of Malacca 
and Batavia, they were mailers of the two only paiTagea 
that were then known, and were able to intercept, in time 
of war, the enemy’s veffels* The Straits of Lombock 
and Bali have been difeovered iince, and Malacca then loft 
the only advantage that gave it importance. Fortunately 
for the Hollanders at this period, they were fubduing 
Ceylon, which was to fupply them with cinnamon, at the 
Moluccas did with nutmeg and cloves* 

^ Spilberg, the firft of their admirals Settlement of the 
who difplayed his flag on the coall of Dutch at Ceylon* 
this delicious iiland, found the Portu- 
guefe employed in fubverting the. government and the re- 
ligion of the country ; in exciting the fovereigns among 
whom it was divided, to deilroy each other ; and in rail- 
ing thcmfclvcs upon the ruins of the dates that were thus 
fucceiEvely demoliihed. He offered the court of Candy 
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the afliftance of his country, which was joyfully accept- 
ed. You may affure your mailers,'^ faid the monarch, 

that, if they will build a fort, myfelf, my wife, and 

children, will be the foremolf in bringing thc^neceflary 
** materials. ^ 

The people of Ceylon looked upon the Dutch in no 
other light than as the enemies of their opprefTors, afid 
joined them. By their united forces, the Portuguefe were, 
towards the year 1658, entirely expelled, after a long, 
bloody, and obllinate war. All their fettlements fell into 
the hands of the company, who ft ill keep pofTefBon of 
them, excepting a fmall diftri^f on the caftern coaft, with- 
out any port from whence the fovereign of the country 
had his fait : thefe fettlements formed a regular firing, 
extending from two to twelve leagues into the inland parts 
oftheiftand. 

It is at Mataran only, and riiat not for any confiderabte 
time paft, that pepper and coffee are cultivated. The 
territory of Negombo. produces the heft cinnamon. Co- 
lumbo, well known for the goodnefs of its areca, is the 
capital of the colony. Had it not been for the expences 
which the Portugu^e had laid out upon this place, the 
badnefs of its road would probably have determined the 
conquerors to fix their adrniniflration and forces at the 
promontory of Galla, where the harbour, though too nar- 
row and difficult of accefs, is much fuperior. Still great- 
er conveniencies and more fecurity would be found at Trin^ 
quimalc ; but this excellent and fpacious harbour is fitu- 
ated in an ungrateful foil, and at too great a diftance from 
all vendible commodities, to be proper for a ftaple. The 
ufe of the ports of Jaffranapatan, Manar, and Calpentine, 
is to prevent all commercial intcrcourfe with the people of 
the neighbouring continent. 

By thefe precautions, the company have appropriated 
all the produdlions of the ifland. The various articles 
which conftitute the fcveral branches of trade, arc^ i. 
Divers precious ftones, moft of which are of an inferior 
quality. The Coolies, pn the coaft of Coromandel, are 
the perfons who buy them up, cut them, and difperfe them 
in the feveral parts of India. ^ 

2. Pepper, which the company buy for eight fols niut^ 
deniers [about 4id.] pound ; coffee, for which they only 
pay four fols four deniers [little more than 2d.j ; and 
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cardamom, which has no fixed price, . The natives of the 
country are fo indolent, that thefe produ($tion8 will never 
turn to any great advantage. 

3. A hundred bales of handkerchiefs, pagnes, and 
ginghams, of a fine red colour, which are fabricated by 
the Malabars at Jaffranapat^n, where they have long been 
fettled. . 

< 4. A fmall quantity of ivory, and about fifty elephants, 
v^ich are carried to the coaft of Coromandel. Thus thia 

f entle and peaceful animal, which is too u'feful to man- 
ind to be fuffered to remain upon an ifland, is .tranf- 
ported to the continent, to aggravate and bear a part in 
the dangers and horrors of war. 

5. Areca, which the company buys at the rate of 
eleven livres [9s. 2d.] the ammonan, a kind of meafure 
which is fuppofed to hold twenty thoufand arecas, and 
fells upon the fpot at thirty-fix or forty livres [from il. 
103 . to il, 13. 4d.]. The areca isa fruit rather common 
in moft parts of Alia, and efpeclally at Ceylon. It grows 
upon a kind of palm tree, which, like the cocoa tree, has 
fibrous roots and a cylindrical ftem, marked with circular 
inequalities ; large pennatified leaves, iheathcd at their 
bafes, and covered with a kind of net-work, when they 
arc young ; clufters of male and female flowers together 
and enclofcd, before they expand, in fpatha. It is diflia** 
guiihed by the trunk being equally llraight thrqugh^ 
out its length : the divifions of its leaves are larger ; and 
thofe which are placed at the end of the centre coda, are 
generally fiiorter than the reft, and denticulated at the 
point. 

The greateft difference lies in the fruit, which is ovir 
form. Its hark is fmooth, and ratheV thick ; the kernel 
within it is of a whitifli colour, of a fubftance analogous 
to that of the nutmeg, and of the fame fize, but harder, 
^nd ftreaked internally. This fruit is much ufed in Alia. 
When eaten by itfelf, as it fometimes is by the Indians, it 
impoveriflies the blood, and dries up the fibres. It is not 
attended with thefe inconveniencies, when mixed with 
betel. 

The betel is a plant that creeps or climbs, like the ivy, 
along-fide of trees or props, to which it fixes itfelf by 
fmall roots. Troin each joint of its farmentofe ftem, a 
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leaf goes off, fhaped almoft like a heart, rather long, and 
narroired at its extr^ity, like that, of the convovulus or 
binweed, ufually marked vHth feven nerves, rhore or lefs 
apparent. The flowers, arranged in a clofe cluft^er, pufli 
out at the infertiori of the leaves, and refemble the flowers 
of the pear tree, which has a great affinity to this plant. 
The betel grows in every part of India, but does not come 
to pcrfe(5l{on, except in damp and clayey places. There 
arc private cultivations of it, whidi turn out to a good 
account, becaule of its being in conftant ufe. 

At all times of the day, and even in the night, the In- 
dians chew the leaves of the betel, the bitternefs of which 
is correded by the areca that is wrapped up in them. 
There is conftantly mixed with it the chinam, a kind of 
burnt lime made of fhells. The rich frequently add per- 
fumes, either to gratify their vanity or their fenfuality. 

It would be thought a breach of polltenefs among the 
Indians, to take leave for any length of time, without pre- 
senting each other with a purfe of betel. It is a pledge 
of fricndfhip that relieves the pain of abfence. It is cuf- 
tomary to have the mouth always perfumed' with betel, 
unlefs one is going to addrefs one’s fuperiors,- The wo- 
men of gallantry arc the mofl lavifh in the ufe of betel, as 
being a powerful incentive to love. Betel is, taken after 
meals ; it is chewed during a vifit ; it is offered When you 
meet, and when you feparate ; in fhort, nothing is to be 
done without betel. If it be injurious to the teeth, it af- 
lifts, and ftrengthens the flomach. This is, at Icaft, the 
prejudice generally prevailing throughout India, 

6 . The pearl fifhery, which is alfo one of the fources 
of the revenue of Ceylon. It is no improbable conjec- 
ture, that this ifland, which is only fifteen leagues from 
the continent, was, at fome diftant period, feparated from 
it by fome great convulfion of nature. The tra£t of fe^ 
which at prefent divides it from the land, is fo full of 
fhallows, that no fhips can fail upon it ; and there arc on- 
ly a few places where fmall boats may pafs in four or five 
ttei water. The Dutdh, who aflume the fovereignty 
here, have always two armed Hoops, to enYorce the pay- 
ment of the taxes they have impofed. In this liraight 
the pearl fifhery is cartied on, which was formerly or fo 
;Kiucn importance 5 but this fourcc of wealth has been fo 
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jnuch cxhaufted, that it is.but|feldom it can be refbrte^to. 
The bank, indeed^ is vifited every year,, ta fee how it k 
replcnirfied with oylter^ f but; in general, it w five or fix 
ycai*s before a fufScient quantity is to be found. The 
fifiiery is then farmed out ; attd every thing computed, it 
may produce to the revenues of the company 200,000 
livres [^333!* 63. 8d.] Upon the fame coafls, is found 
,2k fiiell-fifh called ehanque, of which the Indians at Ben- 
gal make bracelets. The hfhery is free, but the trade h 
cxclufive. 

• But the great obj^^ of the company is cinnamon, 
which is the produce of a fpecies of laurel. The root of 
this tree is fibrous, covered with a very odoriferous barky 
from which a real camphire is ex^tradted by diftillation. 
Its trunk, of a moderate height, is divided into feveral 
branches ; its leaves, almoft always oppofite and green, 
are oval, fharp-pointed, and marked with three principal 
nerves ; they are of a dark green, and have the fmel} of 
the clove. It is at their axilla, or at the extremity of the 
branches, that we find clufters.of very fmall white dowers, 
each compofed of fix petals, nine ftamina, and one pifiil, 
which, as it ripens, becomes a fmall berry, of the form and 
conliftence of an olive, and filled with a bony kernel. 
According to fome obfervers, the piftil and the fiaminaarc 
feparate and fupported upon two different plants ; one 
male, the leaves of which are fharper ; the other fejjnale, 
which has them rounder. The berry, when boiled in wa- 
ter, yields an oil, which fwima at the top, and takes fire. 
If it be fuffered to congeal, it acquires a degree of white- 
nefs and eonfiftence ; and candles are made of ft which 
have an agreeable fmell, and are kept only for the ufe of 
the king of Ceylon r 

The wood has no fmell ; the bark, which con fills of 
three layers, and covers the trunk and the branches, is 

* the only valuable part of the tree. In the months of Fe-r 
bruary and September, that is to fay, when the fap is rnoft 
abundant, the two external layers are removed with great 
care, fa as not to injure that which is elofe to the wood ; 
in order that the wood may with eafe acquire a frefh bark, 
which is taken off, as the former, at the end of eighteen 
iRonthe, Thefe barks, when ftripped of their epidermis,^ 
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which 18 gray aad rugged, are cut into flices, and expoCed 
to the fun, and cuil up in drying* 

The old trees furnijfh only a coarfe and almoft infipid 
kind of cinnamon \ but to ipake them young again, it is 
fulficient to cut off the trunk. The dock then produces 
a number of frefh liems, which anfwer every expedlation. 

The cinnamon is not reckoned excellent, unlefs it be 
fine, fmooth, brittle, thin, of a yellow colour inclining to 
led, fragrant, aromatic, and of a poignant, yet agreeable 
tafte. The connoiffeurs give the preference to that, the 
pieces of which are long but (lender. It adds to the deli-, 
oacies of the table, and is of fovcreigi^ ufe in medicine. 

At Geylon, the art of (tripping the cinnamon trees is an 
employment of itfelf, and of the meaneft kind. For this 
reafon, it is left to the Coolies alone, who form J:he lowed 
of the cads. Any other individual who (hould follow this 
bufinefs, would be ignominioufly expelled from hif tribe. 

The whole Ifland is not covered with cinnamon tre^, 
as it is generally fuppofed ; nor is it po(Iible,to drip all 
thofe that grow there. The mountains inhabited'by the 
Bedas are full of them ; but thefe fingular people do not 
admit either the Europeans or the Cinglaffcs into their 
country ; and there is no poflibility of penetrating into it, 
without being perpetually engaged in war. The Dutch 
buy the greated part of the cinnamon they w'ant from 
their fubjeds at Ntgombo, Col umbo, and the promontory 
of Galla, the only didrids under their dominion that fup- 
ply any. The red they obtain from the court of Candi, 
at a higher price. One with another, however, it does • 
not cod them more than thirteen fols two deniers [about 
yd.] a pound. 

I'he territorial revenue, the cudoms, and other branches 
of trade at Ceylon, do not yield annually more than two 
millions two hundred thoufand livecs [91,666! 138. 4d.] 4 
but the expcnces of the government, and defence of it, ■ 
amount to two millions four hundred and twenty thoufand 
livres [100,833!. 6s. 8d.] ; this deficiency is fupplied from 
the profits on the cinnamon, which arc applied to defray 
the expences of the wars, that are but too frequent in thefe 
parts. 

Upon the fird commencement of hodilitles, mod of the 
inhabitants who dwell upon iIk coad, and deted the Eu- 
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ropean yoke, retire into the inland parts of the country. 
They do not even always wait for this fignal, but fomc- 
times take the refolution to withdraw themfelvcs as foon 
as they perceive the leaft mifunderftanding between their 
old and new mafters. The ufurpers, then deprived of the 
hands that ufed to fupply them with riches, are obliged to 
penetrate, by force of arms, into a country intcrfe(Sled in 
all parts by rivers, woods, ravins, and mountains. 

The Dutch, who forefaw thefe calamities, endeavoured, 
from the time of their firft fettlement in the country, to 
feduce the king of Candi, by all the means that are gene- 
rally moft. prevailing among the defpotic princes of Aha. 
Every year they fent an ambaflador laden withrich prefents. 
They offered their {hips to convey his priefts to Siam, to be 
in{lru(Sled in the religion of that country, which is the fame 
with his own. Although they had fubdued the forts and 
lands which were occupied by the Portuguefe, they con- 
tented themfelves with receiving from this prince the ap- 
pellation of guardiw of his co^s* They alfo made him 
I'everal other concefllons. 

Thefe fingular inllances of management have not, how- 
ever, been always fufficient to maintain tranquillity, which 
has feveral times been interrupted. The war, which end- 
ed on the 14th of February 1766, had been the longed: 
and the moll a<ftive of any that had been occafioned by 
miftruft, and the clafhing of interelb. As the compan^- 
preferibed terms to a monarch who was driven from hia 
capital, and obliged to wander in the wood^, they made a 
very advantageous treaty. Their fovereignty was acknow- 
ledged over all the countries they were in polTeffion of be- 
fore the troubles broke out ; and that part of the coafts 
which remained in the occupation of the natives was ce- 
ded to them. They are to be allowed to peal the cinna- 
mon in all the plains, and the court is to fell them the be ft 
fert that is produced in the mountaiifous parts, at the rate 
of two livres feven fols two deniers [near 28 .] per 
pound. Their agents are authorlfed to extend their trade 
to ail parts where they think it can be carried on with 
advantage* The government engages to have no connec- 
tion with any other foreign power ; and even to deliver 
up any Europeans who may happen to have inlinuated them- 
felves into the ifland. In return for fo many conceffions, 
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th« king is to. receive annually tUc vaUie of the pTOfkree 
of the ceded coafts : and from thence his^ fub^<^a are to 
be fur niftied gratia with faJt fufiicient for their confump^ 
tion. It ihould fecrh that the company may derive great 
advantages from fo favourable an agreement. 

The property of the laiidsin Ceylorr belongs to the fo^. 
vereign more particularly than in any other part of Indiav 
This pernicious fy(ler» has in that idand been attended with 
the fatal confeqoencea that are infeparable from it. The 
people are in a Hate of total inadivity. They live in huta, 
nave no furniture^ and fubfift upon fruits; and thofe. who 
arc the mod affluent, have no other covering than a piece 
of coarfe linen wrapped about their waift. It were to be 
wifhed that the Dutch would purfue a feheme, which all the 
nations who have eflabliihed colonies in Aha are tobknae, 
never to have attempted, and that is> to diftributc the 
lands among the families,, and make them their own pro* 
perty. They would forget, and perhaps hate their for- 
mer fovcrcign ; they would attach themfelves to ago- 
vernment that confulted their happinefs ; they would be- 
come induftrious, and occafion a greater confumption^ Un- 
der fuch circumftanc€8» the ifland of Ceylon would enjoy 
that opulence which was dehgaed it by nature x it would 
be fecure from revolutions, and be enabled to fupport the 
fettlements of the neighbouring continent, which it is 
bound to proted« 

Trade of the Dutch As fbon as the Dutch appeared in 
on the cQaJl of Co- India, they were defirous of having 
rwnmdeL fa^forica on the coak of Coromanda 

and Orixa,. With the confent of the 
fovereigns of the country, they eftablifhed fpmc at diffe- 
rent times on the ftfhing coad, atNegapatnam, at Sadraf- 
patnam, at Peiiicate,.and at Btrailipatnarn. They obtain 
annually from tbefc feveral fettlements, for the Afiatic efr 
European markets, four orflve thoufand bales of linenjwhich 
are conveyed to Negapatnam^ the principal of all thefe fta- 
tions. This ftaplc was entirely open till the year 1690, 
when a tolerably regular ckadcl was built there, but of 
little extent. The houfe allowed to be erc 61 cd there at 
intervals, have in proenfeW time, rendered the fortification# 
ufclcfo> it was refolWd, V 1 74*s to furround the- towir 
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T^th walls. Its territory, wftkhi at firft Was much co«- 
fioed, was fjBGcefiiveiy enlarged with ten or twelve vil- 
lages, which were filled with manufadlttres. 

The Dutch, in exchange for the merchandize they re*, 
ceive, give iron, lead, copper, tin, fugar, arrack, wood 
for the building 'of houfrs, pepper, fpices, and tiitenague, 
a kind of mineral partaking of the nature of iron and tin. 
Upon thefe united articles, they gain one million one hun- 
dred thousand Hvres [45)835!. 6s. ; to which may 

be added, eighty-eight thoufand livres [3660L 158. 4d.3 ; 
the produce of the cuftoms. The prefent cxpences a- 
mount to eight hundred and eight thoufand livres [33,666!. 
13s. 4d.] ; and we may venture.to alTert, without fear of 
being accufed of exaggeration, that the freighting of the 
fhips abforbs the refta of the profits. The nett produce, 
therefore, of trade to the company is nothing more than 
what they get by the falc of their linens. 

Their fituation is fiill lefs ad van- Trade of ihe Dutch 
tageous at Malabar. The Portuguefe, in thecoaji of Ma* 
dnven from all parts, ftill maintained labar 
their ground in this portion of India, 
with forne degree of confideration, when in the year 1663, 
they were attacked by the Dutch, who took from them 
Culan, Cananor, Grandganor, and Cochin. The vidlorious 
general had but juit inverted this lart place, the moft ins 
portant of them, when he received intelligence of a peace 
being concluded between his country and Portugal. This 
news was kept fecrct. The operations were earned on 
with vigour ; and the befieged harraffed by continual af- 
faults, furrendered the eighth day. The next day a fri- 
gate arrived from Goa with the articles of peace. The 
conquerors gave themfelves no farther trouble to jurtifj 
their treachery, than by alleging, that thofe who com- 
plained in fo haughty a llyle, had obferved the fame con- 
du<^ at Brazil a few years before. 

After this conqueft the Dutch thought themfelves cer- 
tain of carrying on a confiderablc trade in Malabar, 
I'he event has not anfwered the cxpedlatrons conceived ; 
for the company have not fucceeded according to their 
hopes of excluding other European nations from this coart. 
They procure no merchandize there but what they are 
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furniftcd with from their other fettlements ; and being ri- 
valled in their trade, they are obliged to give a higher 
price here than in the markets, where they enjoy an ex- 
clufive privilege. 

Their articles of fale conftft of a fmall quantity of alum 
benzoin, camphire, tutenague, fugar, iron, calin, lead, 
copper, and quickfilver. The velTel that has carried thU 
trifling cargo returns to Batavia laden with caire, or co- 
coa-tree bark, for the ufe of the port. By thefe articles 
the company gain at mod 3^6,000 livres [16,500!.], 
which, with 154,000 livres [641 61. 13s. 4d.] the produce 
of the cuftoms, make the fum total of 550,000 livres 
[22,9161. 133. 4d.] Jn time of profound peace, the 
maintenance of thefe fettlements colls 510,400 livres 
[21,2661. 13s. 4d.]; fo that there are no more than 
39 j6oo livres [ 1 650I.] remaining to defray the expences of 
their Ihipping, for \y,hich that fum is certainly not fuffi- 
dent. 

It is true the company gets two millions weight of pep- 
per from Malabar, which carried in floops to Ceylon, 
where it is put aboard feveral Ihips fitted out for Europe. 
It is likewife true, that by virtue of thefe capitulations, 
they pay only thirty-eight livres eiglrt fols [il. i2s.J for 
pepper, for which the' rival companies pay from forty- 
three [il. 15s. lod.] to forty-eight livres [2I.], and pri- 
vate merchants flill a great deal more ; but whatever ad- 
vantage they may derive from* this article, is more than 
abforbed by the bloody wars it occafions. 

Thefe obfervations had undoubtedly efcaped the notice 
of Golonefs, the diredor-general of Batavia, when he 
ventured to affirm, that the fettlement of Malabar, which 
he had long foperintended, was one of the moft important 
fettlements belonging to the company. “ I am fo far 
‘‘ from being of your opinion,’’ faid General Moflel, 
“ that I could wiih*the fea had fwallovved it up a century 

ago.* 

Setikment of the Be this It may, the Dutch, In the 
Dutch at the height of their fuccefs, felt the want of 
Cape of Good a place where their vefTcls might put in 
Hope* for refrefhmcnts either in going to, or 

returning from India. They were mn- 
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determined in their choice, when Van-Riebeck the fur- 
geon, in 1650, propofed the Cape of Good Hope, which 
the Porcuguefe had imprudently negledlcd. Thisjudi- 
cious man, during a ftay of fome weeks, was convinced 
that a colony might be placed to advantage on this fouth- 
ern extremity of Africa, which might ferve as a ftaple for 
the commerce of Europe and Afia. The care of forming 
this fettlement was committed to him ; and liis meafures 
were concerted ilpon a good plan. He made a regulation, 
that every man who chofe to fix there, fhould have a pro- 
per quantity of land allotted him. Corn, cattle, and 
utcnfils were to be provided for thofe who wanted them. 
Young women, taken from alms-houfes, were given them 
as companions, to alleviate and to fhare their fatigues. 
All perfons, who, after three years, found the climate did 
not agree with them, -had liberty to return to Europe, and 
to difpofe of their pofTeflions in what manner they chofe* 
Having fettled thefe arrangements, hc.fet fail. 

The large tra<Sl of country which it was propofed to 
cultivate, was inhabited by tKe Hottentots, who are a peo- 
ple divided into feveral clans, each of which forms a fmall 
independent republic ; their villages confift of huts cover- 
ed with fitins, which cannot be entered without creeping 
upon their hands and knees, and aie difpofed in a circle. 
Thefe huts are hardly of any other ufe than to hold a few 
provifions and hoiifehold furniture. The Hottentots never 
enter them but in the rainy feafon. They are always 
found lying at their doors ; there it is, that, equally re- 
gardlefs of the future and the paft, they deep, fmoke, and 
intoxicate thcmfelvcs. 

The management of cattle is the foie employment of 
thefe favages. As there is but one herd in each town_, 
which is common to all the inhabitants,, each of them is ap- 
pointed to guard it in his turn. This pod requires con- 
Itant' vigilance, the country being full of wild voracious 
beads. The diephcrd fends out fcouts every day. If a 
leopard or tyger be feen in the neighbourhood, the whole 
town takes up arms, and flies to the enemy, who feldom 
efcapes from a multitude of poifoned arrows, or fliarp 
dakes hardened in the fire. 

As the Hottentots neither have nor appear to have riches, 
and that their fhcep, which is all their properly, are 
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in common ; there mnft neceffarily be but little caufe for 
difputes among them. Accordingly, they are united to 
each other by the ties of unalterable fnenddiip ; nor would 
they ever engage in war with their neighbours, if it were 
not for the quarrels between the fhepherds on account of 
cattle that may have ftrayed, or been carried off. 

Like all people who lead a paftoral life, they are full 
of benevolence, and partake, in fome degree, of the un- 
cleanlinefs and flupidity of the animals they keep. They 
have inllituted a badge of diftin<^ion, with which they 
honour thofe who have fubdued any of the monflers that 
are deftru 6 live to their fheepfolds. The apotheofis of 
Hercules had no other origin. 

It would be a difficult matter to deferibe the language 
of thefe favages with the charadlers we make ufe of. it 
13 a kind of warbling, compofed of whifllings, and other 
extraordinary founds, w’hich have fcarcely any affinity to 
ours. 

The fabulous accounts, which fay that the women of 
this nation have a flefhy apron, falling down from the 
middle of the belly, over the parts of generation, are at 
length diferedited. It has been certified, that thefe wo- 
men are formed nearly in the fame manner as we fee many 
others in hot climates, where the external organs, both 
upwards and all aromAi, acquire a larger fize^ and a more 
extended fhape than in temperate climates. But it is very 
certain, and has often been obferved, that the Hottentot 
men have but one tcfticlc. 

The fame views of utility, and the prefence of the 
fame dangers, infpire mankind with the lame ickas, both 
in the depth of forefts, and in the midil of fociety. It 
is not clear even whether this obfervation ought not to be 
extended to animals. Birds have a warble that is peculiar 
to them j and which is of another kind, when they are 
to watch over their own prefervation, or that of their 
young. It is a matter we arc ignorant of, whether thefe 
fignals, as temporary as the wants that occafion them, arc, 
or are not, the confequence of reflection. But it is cer- 
tain that they are in them, as well as in us, the effe£ta of 
concern, fear, and anger ; and that habit n^akes them ap** 
pear fuch to each other. Thus it is that, in political re- 
volutions, the confpirators have a, fignal by which they 
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know each other; notwith (landing the tumult that pre- 
vails, and in the inidft of the coafufion^ It is a crofs, a 
feather, a fcarf, or a riband ; it is an exclamation, a 
word, or the found of an inftrument, which awakens thofo 
to whom it is addrefled ; while it leaves thofe, who have 
not the key of it, involved in deep and fccurity. 

Such was, according to all probability, the firft origin 
of moil of the fingular cuiloms we find among favages, 
and even amongcivilizcd nations. They were diilinguiihing 
chara(fler8of the clan to which they belonged, and marks 
by which they knew each other. The circumcifion of the 
Jews and Mohammedans was perhaps adopted with the 
fame view as flat nofes, flattened and oblong heads, hang- 
ing and bored cars, or as the figures traced upon the 1km, 
the marks made with burning inftriiments, the long and 
fhort heads of hair, and the mutilation of certain members 
among other nations. By the amputation of the prepuce, 
one Jew or Mohammedan difeovers itfelf to another ; and 
by that of the tefticle, one Hottentot certifies to another 
that.he is of the fame nation. And why fhould not thefe 
diilinidlions have been dellined to trantmit the fentiment 
erther of hatred or fricndfhip, or the conformity of reli- 
gious worfliip ; to perpetuate the memory of a benefit or 
of an injury, or to recommend to one clafs of men the 
of vengeance, or the returns of gratitude towards 
another clafs ? 

' The more the date of man (hall be reduced to that of 
a wandering people, the more will thefe tokens be ufeful. 
Let us fuppofe two individuals, who (hall have had no kind 
of intetcourfe with each other in their own country, meeting 
together in a diftant climate. They immediately recog- 
nlJe orre arrother, addrefs each other with mutual confi- 
dence, embrace, communicate their reciprocal fufferings, 
pleafures, or wants, and lend each other afiidancc.^ Le- 
giflators, anxious of keeping the nations they had civi- 
lized feparate from the barbarous people that furrounded 
tliem, and apprehehending that, in procefs of time, they 
might ftill be confounded with tlie general mafs, have pla- 
ced thefe figns under the fan<B:ion of the gods. The fava- 
ges have made them as permanent as pomble, as much by 
the degree of confidcration they attach to them, as by 
the violence they have conflantly done to nature. Thus 
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it 18 that the uncivilized world, having no fixed fyftem of 
education, ^ociation, and morality, have fuppli^d the 
want of them by unlverfal habits. The d^ofition of 
climate determined the choice of thefe. The children of 
nature were fubje 6 lcd, without fufpeding it, to a" fingular 
kind of authority, which governed without opprefling 
them ; and thus it is that the Hottentots aflumed the man- 
ners of herdfmen. 

But it may be afleed, whether thefe Hottentots are hap- 
py ? And in return I ihall afle, where is the man fo pre- 
judiced in favour of the advantages of oiir focial inflitu- 
tions, and fo great a (Iraitger to our fuflerings, as not 
fometimes to return in idea into the midft of the forefts, 
or at lead to envy the happinefs, innocence, and tranquil- 
lity of a patriarchal life ? This is exactly the life of the 
Hottentot. Are you fond of liberty ? He is free* Are 
you defirous of health ? He knows no other illnefs but old 
age. Are you delighted with virtues ? He has inclina- 
tions which he fatisfies without remorfe, but is a ftranger 
to vice. I know very well t,hat you will feparate your^ 
felves with difguft from a man wrapped up, as it were, in 
the entrails of animals. Do ye think then, that the cor- 
ruption in which ye are plunged, your hatred, your per- 
fidy, and your duplicity, are not more difgufting to my 
reafon, than the unclcanlinefs of the Hottentots is difguft- 
ing to your fenfes ? 

You fmile with cont^pt upon the fuperftitions of the 
Hottentots. But do not your priefls poifon your minds 
in your infancy with prejudices w^hich torment you during 
life ; which fow divifions in your families, and arm your 
countries againfl each other? Your anceftors, have they 
not deftroyed each other feveral times in defence of in- 
comprehenlible queftions ? Thefe times of frenzy will re- 
turn, and ye will maflacre each other again. 

You are proud of your knowledge ; but of wliat ufe^is 
it to you ; or of what fervice would it he to the Hotten- 
tots ? Is it then of fo much importance to know how to 
(peak of virtue without pradlifing itf What obligation 
would the favage have to you when you have made him 
acquainted with arts, without which he is contented ; 
with branches of induftry, which can only ferve to mub 
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tiply bis VI ants and his labours ; or v^ith laws, from which 
be cannot expeA greater fecurity than yoiwyourfclves enjoy? 

If, however, when you had landed upon thefe fhores, 
your defign had been to lead the Hottentot into a more ci- 
vilized kind of life, or to inftil manners into him which 
you thought preferable to your own, there would be fome 
excufe for you. But you have made a defeent upon his 
country, merely to deprive him of ‘it. You have come 
near to his hut with the only view of driving him out of 
it ; or, if it were in your power, of putting him in the 
place of the animal who ploughs the ground under the 
lafh of the farmer’s whip : your only intention has been 
to reduce him ftill nearer to the condition of a brute, and 
to fatisfy your avarice. 

Fly, unhappy Hottentots, fly ! and hide yourfelves in 
the depths of your fortfts ! the wild beafts that inhabit 
them are lefs formidable than the monflers under whofc 
empire you are going to fall. The tyger may perhaps 
tear you in pieces, but he will take nothing but your life 
away. The others will rob you of your innocence and 
of your liberty. Or, if you feel yourfelves animated 
with a fufficient flrare of courage, take up your axes, 
bend your bows, and fend a fhower of poifoned darts 
againfl thefe ftrangers. May there not be one of them 
remaining to convey to his countrymen the news of their 
difafler ! 

But, alas ! you harbour no miftrud, and do not know 
* them ; for mildnefs appears in their countenances. Their 
behaviour befpeaks an affability which will impofe upon 
you. How, indeed, fliould you not be deceived by it, 
fince it is a fnare to thcmfelves ? Truth feems to dwell 
upon their Ups. When they addrefs you, they will bend 
the body, and keep one hand upon their breads, while 
they extend the other towards heaven, or offer it to you 
in token of amity. Their attitude will be that of bene- 
vojence ; their look that of humanity : but cruelty and 
treachery reign in the bottom of their hearts. They will 
overturn your huts ; they will feize upon your cattle ; they 
will corrupt your wives ; they will feduce your daughters. 
You muft cither agree with their extravagant opinions, or 
they will maflacre yx)u without mercy ; for they believe that 
the man who does not think as they do, is unworthy to 
live. Make hade, therefore, and lay yourfelves in am. 



214 HISTOfiY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Book JI. 

bufh for them ; and, when they ihalT bend before you in 
a fuppliant and* perfidious manner, pierce them to the 
heart. You are not to addrefs them with reprefentations 
of juiliee, which they wiH not liften to ; but you muft 
fpeak to them with your arrows ; for Riebeck approaches, 
and now is the time. This man will not, perhaps, do 
you all the mifehief which I announce ; but this feigned 
moderation will not be imitated by his fuccefTors. And 
you, barbarous Europeans, be not incenfed at this har- 
angue. It will neither be heard by the Hottentot, nor by 
the inhabitant of thofe regions which ftill remain for you 
to lay wafte. If you, ftiould be offended at my words, it 
is becaufe you are not more humane than, your predcccf- 
fors ; it is becaufe you perceive in the hatred I have avow- 
ed againft them that which I entertain again ft you. 

Riebeck, in conformity to the notions unhappily pre- 
vailing among the Europeans, began to take pofteflion of 
the moft commodious part of the tenitory, and thought 
afterwards of fixing himfelf there. This behaviour dif- 
pleafed the natives. “ On what pretence,’’ faid their en- 
voy to thefe ftrangers, have you fown our lands ? Why 
** do you employ them to feed your cattle ? How would 

you behave if you faw your own fields invaded in this 
“ manner? You fortify yourfelves with no other view 
“ than to reduce the Hottentots to flavery.” Thefe re- 
monftrances were followed by fome hoftilities. The 
Dutch, who were not yet fufficiently powerful, epuieted 
the natives with many promifes, and a few prefenta. All 
was pacified ; and they afterwards enjoyed their ufurpa- 
tion with tranquility. 

It has been proved that the company expended, in the 
courfe of twenty years, forty-fix thoufand millions of 
livres [1,916,666!. 138. 4d.] in rafting the colony to its 
prefent ft ate. 

It is the fineft fettlement in the world, if we give cyedit 
to the teftimony of moft fearaeti, who, after the fatigues 
of a long voyage, arc eafily feduced by the convenience 
they find in this celebrated harbour, where they put in for 
refrefhment. Let us examine whether reflciflioa will con- 
firm thefe encomiums dilated by enthufiafm. 

The Cape of Good Hope, the latitudes of which are 
fo ftormy, terminates the moft foiuhern point of Africa. 
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At the diftance of fixteen leagues from this famous moun- 
tain, there is a peninfula formed on the north fide by Ta- 
ble-Bay, and on the fouth by Falfe-Bay. It is at the 
firft of thefe bays, which are only leparated from each 
other by an interval of nine thoufand toifes, that all the 
ihips put in during the greateft part of the year : but from 
the 20th of May to the 20th ^ September, the road is 
fa dangerous, and fo many misfortunes have happened in 
it, that the Dutch vcflels are forbidden to anchor there. 
They all go to the other bay, which is entirely free from 
danger during this feafon of the year. 

The fi<y of the Cape would be very agreeable, if the 
winds there were not almoft always continual, and com- 
monly violent. The kind of inconvenience arifing from 
this circumllance is removed by the delicious temperature 
which thefe winds bring on, in a climate which, confider- 
ing its latitude, fhould be intolerably hot. The air of 
this country is fo pure, that it is confidered as an almoft 
fovereign remedy againft moft of the difeafes brought 
from Europe, and not unfervlceable againft thofe contra( 5 l- 
ed in India. The inhabitants are fubjedf to few infirm- 
ities. It was even a long while before the fmall pox made 
its way into this country. This epidemic difeafe, which 
is faid to have been brought by a Danifti vcftel, made 
great ravages at firft, which are ftill renewed at intervals. 

The foil in this fettlcment is not fo good as it has been 
reported to be. The Dutch, on their arrival, found^no- 
thing but immenfe heaths, fome fhrubs, and a kind of 
onion, which, whenroafted, taftes like a chefnut, and has 
been called the bread of the Hottentots. Wherever the 
periodical fall of thefe plants had not depoftted a thick 
fediment, the earth was no niore than a barren faud. All 
attempts to make it fruitful have not been attended with 
fucccls, even in the vicinity of the capital, where every 
encouragement has been given to them. If we except a 
few valleys, into which the waters have drawn down the 
little quantity of earth that covered the mountains, the 
inland parts of the country are not more fertile ; and there 
is ftill lefs water to be found there than on the coafts, 
where a rivulet or a fpring are rarely to be met with. 
From hence it happens, that although the colony be not 
numerous, yet the inhabitants are fcattered ©ver an extent 

4 
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of one hundred and fifty leagues along the fea coaft, and 
of near fifty leagues up the country. 

The town of the Cape, the only one which is in <the 
colony, confifts of about a thoufand houfes, all built of 
brick, and thatched, on account of the violence of the 
winds. The ftreets arc wide, interfering each other at 
right angles ; and in the principal fireet there is a canal, 
with a row of trees planted on each fide of it. In a more 
fcqueftered part of the town there is another canal : but 
it has fo great a degree of obliquity, that the fluices al- 
moft touch each other. 

At the extremity of the city is the fo much celebrated 
garden of the company, which is from eight to nine hun- 
dred toifes in length, and is w’atered by a ftream. To 
proter the plants im it again ft the winds, each plot has 
been furrounded with oaks cut in the form of palifades, 
except in the centre avenue, where they are allowed to 
grow^ to their full height. Thefe trees, though only of a 
moderate fize, form a delightful view in a country where 
little w^ood, even underwood, is to be feen, and w'here the 
people are obliged to bring all their timber from Batavia. 
The greateft part of the garden is filled with vegetables. 
In the fmall fpot dedicated to botanic purpofes there are 
but few plants. The menagerie adjoining to the garden 
is equally defedive : it formerly contained a great num- 
ber of birds and quadrupeds unknown in our climates. 

The country places bordering on the capital ar^ chiefly 
covered with vines, the produce of which is almoft certain 
in a climate wdicre neither hail nor froft are to be appre- 
hended. It (hould feem, that, under a ferene fky, and in 
a Tandy foil, wn'th the facility of choofing the beft afpeds, 
a moft exqnifite kind of wine ought to be obtained. But 
w'hcther it be owning to the fault of the climate, or the ne- 
gle6l of the cultivators, the w’ine here is of a very inferior 
quality, if w'c except a dry, (Karp, and agreeable, kindrof 
wine, that comes originally from Madeira, and is confum- 
ed by the richeft of the inhabitants. That fort which is 
known in Europe by the name of Conftantia, and of which 
there is fome white and fome red,' is only colledled from a 
territory of fifteen acres, and furniflied by vines formerly 
brought from Perfia. To increafe the quantity, it is mix- 
ed with a tolerable good kind of Mufcadiiic wine, that is 



Booh //. IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES* 

produced from neighbouring vineyards. Part of it is 
given up to the company at a price fixed by themfelves ; 
the reft is fold to any perfon who offers to purchafe, at 
twelve hundred livres [50I.] the hogftiead. 

Corn is cultivated at a greater diltance from the Cape. 
It is always plentiful, and at a moderate price, on account 
of the facility of preparing the foil, the quantity of ma- 
nure, and the cuftom of leaving the land quiet. 

At forty or fifty leagues from the harbour no more cul- 
tivatious to be feen. At a greater diftance than this, it 
would not be poflible to convey the provifions with ad- 
vantage. Here the country is covered only with nume- 
rous flocks, which are brought up to the capital of the 
colony two or three times a-year. They are exchanged 
for fome merchandize, either of primary neceflity, or mere- 
ly articles of luxury brought from Europe and the Indies. 
The peaceful inhabitants of thefe fequellered regions arc 
but little acquainted with the ufe of bread, and generally 
feed upon frefli or fait meats, together with fome veget- 
ables, which are as well flavoured at this extremity of 
Africa as In our countries. Our fruits, which for the moil 
part have not degenerated, aie another refource to them. 
They derive lefs advantage from the vegetables of Afia, 
which do not fucceed there ; and fome of which, even fuch 
as fugar and coffee, it has never been poflible to naturalize. 

When the company formed their fettlement at the Cape, 
they afligned gratuitoufly to each of the firft colonifls a 
portion of land of one league fquare. Thefe grants, and 
others which was afterwards made, have fince been loaded 
with a tax at every cliange of proprietor. 

This innovation is not the only thing tlie colonifts had 
to reproach the mother-country with ; they alfo complain 
of the low price it fixes upon provifions which it requires 
for its own ufe, and of the reftraints with which it im- 
pedes the falc of thofe produdtions which it does not 
keep. They complain of the fees granted to feveral of- 
ficers, upon every commodity fold in the country or ex- 
ported. They complain of their being prohibited from 
fitting out the leaft veffcl for the purpofe of keeping up a 
communication among themfelves, or of going to fetch 
from the neighbouring coafts thofe woods with which na- 
ture has notfupphed them. They complain of their beinff 
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rccluc("d by a number of formalities, as multiplied tis they 
are iifeleb^, to tlie neceflity of borrowing- the money they 
want for tiie incrcafe of their plantations at a mofl exor- 
bitant in!' rell. 'riiey complain, that, being mod of them 
Lutherans, they arc not allowed tp j>rocure the comforts 
of religion for themfelves at their own expence. In a 
word, they make a variety of other complaints ; which 
are all upon matters of confequcnce, and the greatell part 
of which appear to be well founded. 

Thefe grievances ought the more fpcedily to be rc- 
dreifed the more refpedtable the colonifts are. Their 
manners arc fimple, even in the capital. No kind of pub- 
lic diverfion is known there ; no gaming is praftifed ; vi- 
fits are but feldom made ; and the people talk but little. 
'The women delight only in contributing to the happinefs 
of their hufbands, their children, their fervants, and even 
their flaves. 

While they devote their time to thefe tender cares, the 
hulbands arc entirely taken up with tlieir bufmefs abroad. 
In the evening, when the high winds have fubfided, the 
whole family together go to take the exercife of a walk, 
and to breath the fredi air. The life of one day is that of 
tile whole week ; and yet this uniformity is not found to 
I’libtract from their happinefs. 

There is one trait worthy of obfervation in the man- 
ners of this colony, and this is, that the mofl charming 
in dance of the candour of the primitive ages is revived 
here. When a young woman forms an attachment, die 
foon makes a lair avowal of the delightful imprefiion. 
Love, Ihc fays, is a natural paflion, which Is to make the 
pleafurc of her life, and indemnify her for the dangers of 
being a mother. The man who has had the happinefs to 
fecure her affe<Idions Is publicly favoured, if his fentiments 
correfpond with thofe which he has infpired. In thefe 
facred and voluntary tics, which have not been formed 
by motives of ambition, avarice, or vanity, confidence 
and tendernefs are united ; and thefe two fentiments in 
fimple, calm, and deady minds, produce an union which 
is very feldom affefted by any feries of years or of events. 

The colony, which has no more than feven hundred re- 
gular troops for its defence, computes among its inhabit- 
ants fifteen thoufand Europeans, Dutch, Germans, and 
Trench, the fourth part of whith is able to bear arms. 
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This number woulu liave been incrcalVd, if fome fatal pre- 
judices of ridigioii had not difcouragcd a multitude of un- 
fortunate pcrions, who were difpofed to go in fcarch of 
eafe and plenty in thefe happy climates. It is not to be 
conceived, that a republic which has admitted, with fo 
much fuccefs, all kinds of religious worfliip into its pro- 
vinces, fliould have fuffered a company, formed within its 
own dominions, to convey this odious fpirit of intolera- 
tion acrofs the feas. If the government ever has the re- 
fohition to fupprefs an abufe fo contrary to its own prin- 
ciple, the colony will be peopled in proportion to the 
means of fubfdlence it affords ; and in that means the yoke 
of flavery may be aboliflicd without inconvenience, which 
though it be lefs opprefiive here than anywhere elfc, is 
ftill a degradation of the human fpecies- 

The haves are forty or fifty thoufand in number. Some 
of them have been purchafed on the coaft of Africa or at 
Madagafcar, others come from the Malays iflands. They 
have the fame food as their mafiers, a^id are employed in 
the fame labours. Of all the European fcttlements made 
in other parts of the world, this is perhaps the only one, 
where the white men have condefeended to fliare with the 
negroes, the happy, noble, and virtuous, occupations of 
peaceful agriculture. 

If the Hottentots could have adopted this kind of taftc 
it would have been a very advantageous circumfiance to 
the colony ; but tlie fmall herds of thefe Africans that 
had remained within the boundaries of the Dutch fcttle- 
ments were all deilroyed in tlie year 1713 by an epedemic 
difeafe. There were but very few families who efcape 
the dreadful effc<?t;s of this contagious diftcmjyer ; and 
thefe are of fome ufe for the keeping of the flocks, and 
for domellic fervices. The more powerful clans, which 
dwelt on the borders of the rivers, in the neighbourhood 
of the forefts, or on lands abounding with paiture, having 
b*een obliged fucceflively to abandon the tombs and dwell- 
ings of their anceltors, have all removed at a diftance 
from the frontiers of their oppreffors. The injuftice they 
have experienced has contributed greatly to increafe the 
averfion they had for our labours. Thefe favages find an 
inexpreflible charm in the indolent and independent life 
they lead in their deferts* Nothing can wean them from 
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it. One of their childien was taken from the cradle, and 
inftrudled in our manners aud religion : lie was fent to 
India, and iifefully employed in trade. Happening, by 
accident to revifit his country, he went to fee his relations 
in their hut. He was ftruck wdth the fingularity that 
appeared there : he clothed himfelf with a niecp-fl<in, and 
went to the fort to carry back his European drefs. “ I 
“ come,” faid he to the governor, “ to renounce for 

ever the mode of life you liave taught me to embrace. 
‘‘ I am refolved to followj till death, the manner^ and re- 
“ ligion of my anceliors. As a token of my affedlion, 
“ I will keep the collar and fword you have given me : 
“ all the rcll you will permit me to leave behind.’’ He 
did not wait for an anfwer, but ran away, and was never 
Heard of after. 

Though the chara6ler of the Hottentots be not fuch as 
the avarice of the Dutch could wifh, yet the company 
deiive folid advantages from this colony. Indeed, the 
tenth part of the corn and wine, together with their cuf- 
totns and other duties, does not bring them in more than 
three hundred thoufand livres [ij, 5 co 1 .] They do not 
gain more than one hundred thoufand [4166I. 13s. 4d.]] 
by their woollen and linen cloths, their hardware, their 
coals, and other inconfidcrable articles they fell there. 
The expences necelfarily attending fo large a fettlement 
added to thofe which corruption has introduced, take up 
more than all thofe profits united. Accordingly, its utility 
arifes from another caufe. 

The Dutch Hups that fail to and from India find a fafe 
afylum at the Cape ; a delightful, ferene, and temperate 
fl<y ; and learn every thing of importance that happens 
in both hemilpheres. Here -they take in butter, cheefe, 
meal, wine, large quantities of pickled vegetables for their 
Afiatic fettlements, and, for fome time pail, even two or 
three cargoes of corn for Europe. Thefc convenienci^s 
and refources would ftill be augmented, if the company 
would at length lay afide thofe fatal prejudices with which 
it has always been mifled. 

Till our days, the produdlions of the Cape have borne 
fo low a price that the planters were not able to clothe 
themfelvcs, nor to provide themfelves, with any of thofe nc- 
ceflariea which their foil did not fupply. This deprecia- 
tion of the provifions arofe from the colonifts being for- 
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bidden to fell them to foreign navigators, whom the con- 
venience of their fituation, the neceilities of war, or other 
rcafons, might attract to their ports. But a fpirit ot jea- 
loufy in trade, which is one of the greateft evils that can 
befal mankind, had given rife to this barbarous prohibi- 
tion. The defign of this odious fyhem was to infpirc 
other commeicial nations with a difgull for India. There 
was no relief to be expedled, but from government ; and 
the adminillration, in order not to depart from its plan, 
always rated them at an cxceflive price. Even fince the 
experience of a whole century has occafioned thefe chi- 
merical views to be relinquilhed, and that the hope of 
keeping other people away from Afia has been given up, 
the inhabitants of the Cape have not been allowed a fixe 
trade with refpe^l to all their provifions. Tiilbagh, in- 
deed, and fome other enlightened governors, have given 
way upon this point, which has contributed to make the 
circumllances of the people fomewhat cafier : but it has 
always been necellary eitlier to bribe the mother-country 
into a compliance with tirefe permiffions, or to keep 
them a fecret. Will, the company, then, never be con- 
vinced, that the riches of the colonills will, fome time or 
other, become their own I If they fliould adopt the ideas 
I have ventured to fuggcll to them, they will imitate the 
fpirit of their founders, who did nothing by chance ; and 
who did not wait for the happy events we have been 
mentionigg, to turn their attention towards the finding out 
of a place tit to ferve as the centre of their power. For 
this purpofe, they had call their eyes upon Java as early ati 
the year 1069. 

This illaiul, wdiich maybe about two 
hundred leagues in length, and thirty or Dominions of the 
forty in breadth, appeared to have l3et*n Dutch in the 
* conquered by the Malays, at a dillant ijlcuul of Java. 
period. A very fu peril itious fpccits of 
iriohammcditm conllitutcd the prevailing worthip. Some 
idolaters were ft 111 remaining in the interior parts of the 
country ; and thefe were the only inhabitants of Java 
that were not arrived at the latl ftage of depravity. The 
iftand, whicli was formerly under the dominion of a fingle 
monarch, was at that time divided among feveral fove- 
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reigns, wlio were perpetually at war with each other. 
Thefc eternal difl'enlions, while they kept up a military 
fpirit among tlie people, occafioned a total negle6l of 
manners. From their enmity to llrangers, and want of 
confidence among themfelvcs, it was evident, that no na- 
tion could have ever been more ilrongly imprefied with 
the fentiment of liatred. Here men w'ere wolves to each 
other, and feemed to unite in fociety, more for the fake 
of coaimitting mutual injuries, than of affording mutual 
afii fiance. A Javanefe never accolled his brother, with- 
out having a poniard in his hand ; ever watchful to pre- 
vent, or ri:ady to perpetrate, fonie aid of violence. The 
nobles had a great number of fiaves, either bought, taken 
in war, or detained for debt, whom they treated with the 
utmofi; inluirnaiu’ty. Thcfe flavcs were employed in ciilti- 
vatljig tlie lands, and performing all kinds of hard labour; 
vrliile the Javanefe was amuling himfelf with chewing 
betel, fmoking opium, pafiing his life with his concubines, 
fighting, or deeping, 'riicfe people polfelFcd a confider- 
able flune of imdeilanding, but retained few traces of any 
principks of morality. 'They bad nut fo mu eh the cha- 
ra^fer of an unenlightened, as of a degenerated nation : in a 
word, tliey were a fet of men, who, from a regular form 
of government li.id fallen into a kind of anarchy ; and 
gave rliemlVlve? up, uiihont refirouit, to the impetuous 
emotions which nature exites in thofe climates. 

This depraved chara6\cr of the inhabitants did not al- 
ter the views of the Dutch with refpe<fl to Java. 'Flieir 
company might indeed, be thwarted by the Englilh, 
who were then in poireflion of a part of the trade of this 
ifiand. But this obfiacle was loon removed. The weak- 
nefs of James the firft, and the corruption of his coun- 
cil, had fo damped the fj)irits of thefe haughty Britons, 
that they fufiered themfelvcs to be fupplanted, without 
making thofe clforts that might have been expetded 
from their bravery. The natives of the country, depriv- 
ed of this fupport, were forced to fubmit ; but it re- 
quired time, addrefs, and policy, to complete the con- 
queft of them. 

It had been one of the fundamental maxims of the Por- 
tuguefe, to perfuade thofe princes they wanted to engag-e 
or retain in a ftate of dependence, [to fend their children 
to Goa to be educated at the expcnce of the cou’ t ct 
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Lifbon, and initiated early into its manners and principles. 
But this, vvlitch was in itrell' a ^ood pr-ojeCt, was fpoiied 
by the conejnerors, who admitted thele yoiin'r people to 
a participation of the moll criminal pledfui'cs, and the 
moll fhamefiil feenes of debauchery. The eonfequence 
was, that, when thefe Iirdlans arrived at the age of matu- 
rity, they e(juld not help deteiling, or at lead defpifiiig, 
fiich abandoned inllrudlors. The Dutch adopted the 
fame plan, and improved upon it. They endeavoured 
to convince their pupils ol the weaknefs, iuconllancy, 
and treachery of their fubjecls ; and ftill more of tire 
])Owei , wifdom, and good faith of the company. ' By this 
ir.ethod, they Ib engthened their ufm pations : but e arc 
obliged to ackiiowledge, that, belide thefe means, the 
Dutch had recourfe to otliers which were trcacheunis and 
Ct Ucl. 

The government of the ifland, which was founded en- 
tirely on the feudal laws, feemed calculated to promote 
difeord. Fathers and fons turned their arms againll each 
other. I’hey fupported the pr*etenfions of the weak 
againll the powerful, and of the powerful againll the weak, 
as they faw occafion. Sometimes they took the mo- 
narch’s part, and fometirnes that of his vafTals. If any 
perfon afeended the throne, who was likely to become for- 
midable by his talents, they raifed up rivals to oppofe 
him. Thofe who were not to be feduced by gold or pro- 
mifes, were fiibdued by fear. Every day was productive 
of fome revolution, which was always begun by the in- 
trigues of the tyrants, and always ended to their advan- 
tage. At length, they became mailers of the moll impor- 
tant ports in the inland parts of the country, and of the 
forts that were built upon the coafts. 

This plan of ufurpation was but juft ready to be car- 
ried into execution, when a governor was appointed at. Ja- 
•va, who had a palace and guards, and appeared in great 
pomp. The company thought proprer to depart from 
the principles of economy they had hitherto adopted, 
from a perfuafion that the Portuguefe had derived a 
great advantage from the brilliant court kept by the vice- 
roy of Goa ; that the people of the Eaft were to be 
dazzled, in order to be the more eafily fubdued ; and 
that it was necertary to ftrike the imagination and the 
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eyes of the Indians, who are guided more by their fenfes 
than the inhabitants of our climates. 

The Dutch had another reafon for alTuming an air of 
dignity. They had been reprefented in Afia as pirates, 
witliouta country, without laws, and without a ruler. To 
filence thefe calumnies, they endeavoured to prevail with 
fevcral ftates adjoining to Java, to fend ambaffadors to 
Prince Maurice of the houfe of Orange. 

The execution of this proje(ff procured them a dou- 
hle advantage, as at the fame time that it increafed their 
confequcnce with the caltern nations, it alfo flattered the 
ambition of the iladholdcr, whofe protedion was necef- 
fary to be obtained, for reafons which we are going to cx- 
plalir. 

When the company obtained their cxclufive privilege, 
the llraits of Magellan, which cculd have no conne6fion 
with the Eall Indies, were improperly enough included 
in the grant. Ifaac Lc Maire, one of thofe rich and efi- 
terpriling merchants who ought everywhere to be confi- 
dered as the benefactors of their country, formed the pro- 
ject of penetrating into the South fea by the fouthern 
coalts *, fince lie was precluded, by the only track that 
was known at that time, from going there. In the year 
1615, he luted out two Ihips, wdiich pafTcd a ftrait, fince 
called by his name running between Cape Horn and Sta- 
ten land ; and were driven by accident to the coall of 
Java, wlicre they were condemned, and the crew fent pri- 
foners to Europe. 

This tyrannical proceeding gave offence to the people, 
already prejudiced againll an excluiivc commerce. It was 
thought alifurd, that iiiftead of giving thofe who attempt- 
ed dilcoveries the encouragement they deferved, a Hate, 
purely commercial, fliould forge fliackles to coniine their 
indudry. l^he monopoly, which the avarice of indivi- 
duals had endured with impatience, became more odiour, 
wiren the company (Iretched the concefTions that had been 
marie tliem beyond their due bounds. It was found, that 
as their pride and influence increafed with their powder, 
the interell of the nation w'onld at length be facrificed to 
the interell or even the caprice of this formidable body. 
It is probable that they muH; have funk under the public 
refentment ; and that their charter, which was near cx- 
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piring, would not have been renewed, if they had not 
been fuppovted by Prince Maurice, favoured by the 
hatcS'general, and encouraged to brave the dorm by the 
llrcngtli they derived from their fettlement at Java. 

Though the tranquillity of this ifland may have been 
dillurbed by various commotions, ftveral wars, and fome 
confpiracies, it continues to be as much in fubje6\ion to 
the Dutch as they wilh it to be. 

Bantam comprehends the wedern part. One of its fu- 
vereigns, having rtfigncd the crown to his fon, was redoV- 
ed to the throne in 1680, by the natural rcdlefTnefs of 
his temper, the bad conduct of his fuccedbr, and a power- 
ful fa6f;ion. Ills party was on the point of prevailing, 
when the young monarch, befieged in his capital by an 
army of thirty thontand men, without any adherents, ex- 
cept the Companions of his debaucheries, im[dored the 
proteeffion of the Dutch. They dew to his adirtance, 
bent his enemies, delivered him from his rival, and re-eda- 
blhhcd his authority. 'Phouirh the expedition wasfpecdy, 
fliort, and rapid, and, confcquently, could not be expen- 
iive, it was contrived to make the charges of the war 
amount to a prodigious fum. The fituation of things 
would not admit of a ferutiny into the fum demanded for 
fo great a fervice, and the exhauded Hate of the finances 
made It it impolFiblc to difeharge it. In this dilemma, 
this weak prince determined to entail davery on hlmfclf 
and his defeendants by granting to his deliverers the ex- 
clufive trade of his dominions. 

The company maintain this great privilege with three 
hundred and lixty-eight men, wlio are dationed in two 
bad forts, one of whicii ferves as a habitation for the go- 
vernor, and the other as a palace for the king. 'Phe ex- 
pences of this fettlement amount to no more than 1 10, coo 
livres [4583I. 63. 8d.] which are regained upon the mer- 
chandize fold there. Their clear profits conlid of wliat 
they gain upon three millions weight of pepper, which 
they oblige the inhabitants to fell at twenty-eight livres 
three fols [ih 3s. 5id.] a hundred. 

Thefe profits are inconfiderablc, in comparifon of what 
the company receives from Cherjbon, which it fubdued 
without any efforts, without intrigues, and without ex- 
pence. The Dutch were fcarcely at Java, when the fub 
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tan of this narrow, but veiy fertile, ftate, put himfelf un- 
der their protection, to avoid fubmitting to a neighboui - 
ir>g prince more powerful than himfelf. He fells them 
annually three millions three hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of rice, at twenty- five livres t\velve fols [ 1 1. 4s- 4d.] 
per thoufand ; fugar, the fineft of which colts fifteen li- 
vres fix fols eight deniers [about 12s. 9id.] a hundred ; 
one million two hundred thoufand pounds ot coffee, at 
four fols four deniers [about 2^d.] a pound ; one hun- 
dred quintals of pepper, at five fols two deniers [rather 
more than a pound; thirty thoufand pounds weight of 
cotton, the finell of wliich colls only one livre eleven fols 
four deniers [about is. ^^d.] a pound ; and fix hundred 
thoufand pounds of areca, at thirteen livres four fols [ i is.] 
the hundred. Although the fixing of thefe prices at fo 
low a rate be a manifcli impofition upon the weaknefs of 
the inhabitants, the people of Cheribon, uho are the mod 
gentle and civilized of any in the ifland, have never been 
provoked by this injullicc to take up arms. A hundred 
Europeans are fufficicJit to hold them in rubjcClion. The 
expencesof this fcttlement amount to no more than 45,100 
livres [1879I. 3s. 4d.], which are gained upon the linens 
imported there. 

The empire of Mataram, which formerly extended over 
the whole ifland, and at prefent takes up the greateft part 
of it, was the lall that was reduced to fubjeCfion. Often 
vanquilhed, and fomttimes vanquifliing, it continued its 
druggies for independency, when the Ion and brother of 
a fovereign who died in 1704, difputed the fucceffion. 
The nation was divided between the two rivals ; and the one 
who was entitled to the crown by order of fuccelfion, 
had fo vifibly the advantage, that he mud foon have got 
the fupreme power entirely into his hands, if the Dutch 
bad not declared in favour of his rival. The party efpouf- 
ed by thefe republicans at length prevailed, after a feries 
of conteds, more adive, frequent, well conduded, and 
obllinate, than could have been expeded. The young 
prince, whom they wanted to deprive of his fucceffion to 
the king, his father, difplayed fo much intrepedity, pru- 
dence, and firmnefs, that he would have triumphed over 
his enemies, had it not been for the advantage they 
derived from their magazines, forts, and (hips. His 
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uncle ufurped his throne, but fhewed himfelf unworthy to 
fill it. 

When the company reftored him to the crown, they 
dictated laws to him. They chole the place where his 
court was to be fixed, and fecured his attachment, bv a 
citadel, in which a guard was maintained, with no other 
apparent view than to prote(?t the prince,^ After all thefe 
precautions, they employed every artifice to lull his atten- 
tion by pleafures, to gratify his avarice by prefents, and 
to flatter his vanity by pompous embaflies. From this 
period, the prince and his fucceflbrs, who were educated 
iuitahly to the part they were to a<ff, were nothing more 
than the derpicablc tools of the defpotifm of the compa- 
ny. All that is neceflary for the iupport of tliis power, 
is three hundred horfe, and four hundred foot foldiers ; 
whofe maintenance, including the pay of the agents, cofts 
them 835,000 livres [34)79 ih 13s. 4d.] 

The company are amply indemnified for this expence, 
by the advantages it feenres to them. The harbours of 
this (late ailord docks for the ccnilru6tion of all the fmall 
vefl'els and (loops employed in the company's fervice. 
They are fupplied from hence with all the timber that is 
wanted in their feveral Indian fcttlements, and in part of 
their foreign colonies. Here, too, they load their veflels 
with the productions which the kingdom is obliged to 
furnifh them ; conliiling of fifteen millions weight of rice, 
at feventeen livres twelve fols [143. Sd.] the thoufand j as 
much fait as they require, at ten livres feven fols ten de- 
niers [about Ss. 8d.] a thoufand ; a hundred thoufand 
pounds of pepper, at twenty-one livres two fols four de- 
niers [about 17s. 7id.] a hundred ; all the indigo that 
is collected, at three livres two fols [28. 8 d.] a pound ; 
cadjang, for the ufe of their (hips, at twenty-eight livres 
three fols two deniers [near lU 38. 6d.] the thoufand; 
.cotton yarn, from thirteen fols, to one livre thirteen fols 
[from about y^d. to is. 5ld.] a pound, according to its 
quality ; and the fmall quantity of cardamom that is pro- 
duced there, at a fhameful price. 

The company, for a long time, difdained to have any 
connections with Balambuan, fituated at the caftern point 
of the ifland. There certainly appeared nothing that 
could lead them to think of reaping any advantage from 
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this cliftric^. But whatever motive the Dutch may have 
had for it, they have lately attacked this country. After 
a ferics of obllinate engagements, and various fuccefs, for 
the fpace of two years, the European arms have at length 
prevailed, in 1768. The Indian prince, conquered and 
taken prlfoner, has ended his days in the caille of Bata- 
via ; and his family have been embarked for the Cape 
of Good Elope, where they will terminate a wretched ex- 
idence, in Robben, or Penguin ifland. 

We know not what ufe the conquerors have made of 
their coiiquell : neither do we know what advantage 
they will derive from having dethroned the king of Ma- 
dura, a fertile ifland adjoining to Mataram, in order to 
place his fon there as governor. What we are urifoj'tu- 
nately well acquainted with is, that, independent of the 
tyrannic fway of the company, all the peo})le of Java la- 
bour under a (lill moi*e odious kind of opprelfion from their 
agents. Thefe greedy and dilhonell men, commonly 
make ufe of falfe weights and meafures, in order to pro- 
cure a larger quantity of goods, or provifions, from the 
people that are to furniih them. This fraud, pra^ifed, 
for their own private advantage, has not hitherto been 
puniihed ; and there is no reafon to hope that it ever 
win be. 

For the red, the Dutch having abated tlie turbulency 
of the Javanefe, by gradually undermining the laws that 
maintained it ; and fatisfied wdth having forced them to 
give fome attention to agricnltiu-c, and with having fe- 
ciired to themfelves a commerce perfe6ily exclufive, have 
not attempted to acquire any property in the ifland. 
Their territory extends no further than the fmall king- 
dom of Jacati'a. The ravages committed w^hen this date 
was conquered, and the tyranny that followed that coa- 
i[ued, had turned it into a defert. It remained unculti- 
vated and inadlive. 

The Dutch, thofe of them in particular who go to In- 
dia to feek their fortunes, were little qualified to recover 
this excellent foil from its exhauded date. It was feveral 
times propofed to have recourfe to the Germans ; and by 
the encouragement of fome advances, and fome gratuities, 
to exercife their induUry in a manner the mod advantageous 
to the company. What thefe laborious people would have 
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done in the fields, the lilk maniifaflurers from China, and 
the linen weavers from Coromandel might have executed 
in the workfhops, for the improvement of manufa£lures. 
As thefe ufeful proje£ls did not favour any private views, 
they continued to be nothing more than projects. At 
length the governors-general ImholT and Model, flruck 
with a fcene of fuch great diforder, endeavoured to find 
out a remedy. 

With this view they fold to the Chinefe and the Eu- 
ropeans, at a frnall price, the lands which the government 
had acquired by opprelhve means. This management 
has not produced all the good that was expelled from it. 
The new proprietors have devoted moil part of their land 
to the feeding of Ihcep and cattle, for which they have an 
eafy, free, and advantageous market. Their indullry 
would have been engaged in more important objecls, had 
not the company required, that all the produdlions fhould 
be ceded to them at the fame price as in the red of the 
iiland. The mother-country has reilrained tlic cultiva- 
tions to ten thoufand pounds weight of indigo, twenty-five 
thoufand pounds of cotton, one hundred and hfty thou- 
fand pounds of pepper, ten millions weight of fugar, and 
fome other trifling articles. 

Thefe commodities, as well as all thofe that are pro- 
duced in Java, are carried to Batavia, which is built on 
tlie ruins of the ancient capital of Jacatra, in the fixth de- 
gree of foiilhern latitude. 

A city which furnllhed fo confiderablc a flaple, mud 
have received many fucceflive embellllhmcnts. Neverthe- 
lefs, If we except one church recently built, there is no 
kind of elegance or grandeur in any of the edifices. The 
public buildings are in general heavy, and have neither 
beauty nor proportion. If the houfts be convenient, and 
didributed in a manner fuitable to the nature of the cli- 
^mate, the fronts of them arc too uniform, and built in a 
bad tade. There is no part of the world where the dreets 
are more wide, or more regularly cut. They afford the 
foot-paffengers, in every part of the town, a clean and 
firm pavemept to walk upon. Mod of them are inter- 
fe<ded with canals, bordered on each fide by dately trees, 
which fpread a delightful diadc ; and thefe canals, which 
are all navigable, convey the provifions and merchandize 
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to the magazines deftined for their reception. Although 
the heat, which fhould naturally be excefiive at Batavia, 
be allayed by a very agreeable fea-breezc, which rifes 
every day at ten o’clock, and continues till four and al^ 
though the nights be cooled by land-breezes, ^ which die 
away at day-break ; yet the air is extremely unwholcfomc 
in this capital of the Dutch Eall Indies, and becomes 
daily more fo. It is proved by regiRers of iridifputable 
authority, that from the year 1714 to 1776 fourfeore and 
feven thoufand failors and foldiers have perifhed in the hof- 
pital only. We meet w'ith fcarce one among the inhabit- 
ants whofe countenance bears the mark of perfe6\; health. 
The features are ne\Tr animated with lively colours. 
Beauty, which commands adoration fo much in all other 
parts of the world, is here without motion, and lifelefs. 
Death is talked of with as much indifference as in an ar- 
my. If it be faid that a citizen who is in good health 
exifts no more, no furprife is expreffed at fo ordinary an 
event. Avarice fays no more than this : he owed me no- 
thing ; or elfe, I niujl make his heirs pay me* 

We fhall not be furprifed at this defect of the climate, 
if we confider that, for the convenience of navigation, Ba- 
tavia has been Rxed upon the borders of a fea, which is 
the moR fait of any in the world ; in the midlt of a marRry 
plain which is frequently overflowed ; and along a great 
number of canals full of ftagnated waters, coverred with 
the filth of an immenfe city, and furrounded by great 
trees, which impede the free circulation of the air, and 
prevent the difpcrfion of the fetid vapours that arife from 
thern. 

In order to leffen the danger and loathfomenefs of thefe 
infeftious exhalations, the inhabitants burn inceflantly aro- 
matic woods and relins ; they intoxicate themfelves with 
feents ; and till their apartments with numberlefs flowers, 
moft of which are unknown in our climates. Even the 
bed-chambers are perfumed with the moft delicate and 
pureft eficnces. Thefe precautions are ufed even in the 
country places, where all the fields and all the gardens 
are furrounded with llagnant and unwholefome waters ; 
and yet they arc not fufficient to preferve, much lefs to 
reftorc health. Accordingly, rich people have houfes 
built upon very high mountains, which terminate the 
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plain, where they go feveral times in the year to breathe 
tlie freih and falutary air. Notwithftanding the volcanos 
that arc fcen cunftantly fmoking on the tops of theic 
mountains, and which occafion frequent earthquakes, the 
fick perfons foon recover their llrength, but lofe it again 
on their return to Batavia. 

Notwithftanding this, the population in this celebrated 
city is immenle. Befide the hundred and fifty thoufand 
flaves, difperfed over an extenfive territory, devoted to 
agriculture, or labouring upon objeds of mere ornament, 
there arc I'everal more employed in the town itfelf, and in 
domeftic fervices. Tliefc were originally dependent men, 
moft ot whom have been carried off by force or artifice 
from the Moluccas, from Celebes, and from other iftands. 
This atrocious ad has filled their hearts with fentimeiits 
of rage, and they never give up the dcfire of poifoning 
or aftaflinating their barbarous mafters. 

Tire free Indians are Icfs exafperated ; and are to be 
found there from all the countries fituatcd to the eaft of 
Afta. Each ofthefe people preferve the kind of phyfi- 
ognomy that is peculiar to them ; their colour, their drefs, 
their cuftoms, their mode of vvorftrip, and their Induftry : 
and they have each of them a chief, who is watchful over 
their iiiterefts, and terminates all difterences fubverfive of 
public tranquillity. To keep fuch a variety of nations in 
Older, and which are fo much in enmity with each other, 
fome abominable laws have been made, which are cai'ried 
into execution with mercilefs feverity. Thefe laws lofe 
their force only againft the Europeans, who are feldom 
punifhed, and fcarcc ever with capital punifhments. 

Among thefe feveral nations, the Chinefe deferve our 
particular attention. For a long time paft they had re- 
forted in multitudes to Batavia, wliere they had amafled 
immenfe riches ; till, in 1 740, being fufpeded or accufed 
/)f meditating projeds fatal to the government, a honid 
maflacre was made of them, either with a view of punifti- 
ing them, or of appropriating their riches. As thefe 
Chinefe who quit their country are the mcanell of all the 
fubjeds of that celebrated empire, this unjuft and unme- 
rited treatment, has not withdrawn them from a fettlcment 
where there are fuch confiderable profits to be made ; and 
it is reckoned that there are about two hundred thoufand 
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of them flill remaining in the colony. They follow there, 
al/noft exclufively, every branch of indiiftly. They are 
the only good cultivators, and fiiperiritend all the manufac- 
tures. Although they arc fo publicly and fo extenlively 
ufefal, they are Hill fubje£icd to a heavy poll-tax, and to 
other tributes llill more humiliating. A flag fixed upon 
an eminence is the fignal that gives them notice every 
month of the obligations they have to fulfil. If they ne- 
glcdl any one of them, a conliderable fine is the Icall of 
the penalties inflicted upon them. 

There may be about ten thoufand white men in the 
city. Four thoufand of thefe, who arc born in India, 
have degenerated to an inconceivable degree. This de- 
gradation is chiefly to be attributed to the cuHom gene* 
rally received, of leaving the care of their education to 
Haves. 

Notwithllanding the prodigious quantity of iiifed't.’^, 
more loathfome than dangerous, with which the country is 
covered, moH of thefe white men lead a delicious life, at 
leaft in appearance. Pleafures of all kinds fucceed each 
other, with a degree of rapidity which it it not eafy to fol- 
low. Bcfide what can be furniflied towards gratifying 
the delicacy of the palate, from a foil abounding in 
prodiuHions of its own, or which arc has naturalized, the 
tables are alfo profufely fpread with every thing molt 
fcarce and exquifite that Europe and Alia can fupply. 
The mod collly wines are prodigally lavlflied. Even tlie 
waters of the ifland, which are reckoned, not without 
reafon, unwholefome and difagreeable, arc replaced by 
the Seltzer waters, brought at a confiderable expence from 
the farthed part of Germany. 

A fpirit of didipation, fo univerfally prevailing among a 
people, who, in otlier parts of the world, are found fo fru- 
gal and laborious, feems to announce a boundlefs degree 
of corruption ; yet there is fcarce more freedom of man 
ners at Batavia than in the other edablifliments formed by 
the Europeans in the Ead Indies^ Perhaps even the ties 
of marriage are held in greater refpeft here than elfewherc. 
None but unmarried naen allow themfelves to keep concu- 
bines, who are mod frequently flaves. The prieds have 
endeavoured to dop the progrefs of thefe connections, 
which are always fecret, by refufing to baptize the chil»- 

4 
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dren that fpring from them ; but they arc become Icfs ri- 
gid, ilnce a carpenter belonging to the company, who 
chofe his fon fhould be of fome religion or other, took the 
refoliition to have him circumcifed. 

Luxury has maintained its ground ftill more fuccefsful- 
ly than concubinage. The ladies, who are univerfally am- 
bitious of diftinguifhing themfelves by the richnefs of their 
drefs, and the magnificence of their equipage, have carried 
this taile for parade to excefs. They never appear in pub- 
lic without a numerous train of (laves ; and are cither 
drawn in magnificent cars, or arc carried in fuperb palan^ 
quins. In 1758, the company attempted to reflrain their 
pafiion for jewels. Thcfe regulations were received with 
contempt. It would, indeed, have been an extraordinary 
fingularity, if the ufe of jewels had been difeontinued in 
the country where they are produced ; and if the mer- 
hants had fuccceded in rcgulatingat the Indies a fpecies 

luxury which they bring from thence, willi a view of 
flufing or increafing it in this part of the wmrld. 

It is in vain that the force and example of an European 
government arc n'.adc to contend with the laws and man- 
ners of the climate of Afia. 

We find, however, fome traces of the character of the 
Dutch in the country places. It is impofiible to fee any 
thing more agreeable than the environs of Batavia. They 
are covered with neat and agreeable villas ; with kitchen 
gardens filled with vegetables, much fuperior to thofe of 
our climates ; with orchards, the various fruits of which 
have an exquifite flavour ; with groves that yield an agree- 
able fiiade ; and with gardens finely ornamented, and even 
with tafte. It is the fafhion to refidc there confiaritly ; 
and the people in office fcarce ever go the city, unlcfs to 
tranfacl public bufinefs. 

The roads leading to thefe delightful retreats are wide, 
4 ’rnooth, eafy, and bordered with trees, planted in a flraight 
line, and cut with regularity. 

Batavia is fituated at the bottom of a deep bay, con- 
taining feveral iflands of a middling fizc, which break the 
impetuofity of the fea. It is, properly fpeaking, a road ; 
but is as fafe a retreat from all winds, and in all feafons, as 
the bell liarbour. I'he fhips which come in and go out 
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from hence receive part of their cargoes, and get the ne- 
ccffary repairs at the fmall ifland of Orniifl, which is only 
at two leagues dillance, and where docks and magazines 
arc formed. Sixty years ago thefe vefTels came up the ri- 
ver, which empties itfelf into the fea, after having ferti- 
lized the lands and refrefhed the city. It is no longer ac- 
ccffible to any thing but boats, lince a bank of mud has 
been formed at its mouth, which becomes every day more 
difficult to be got over. This is faid to be the confe- 
quence of thepradficc adopted by all rich men, of turning 
the cunent of the river, in order that they may farrouiul 
their country houfes with water. Whatever may be the 
caufc of this misfortune, it is neceffary to employ the moil 
effecdurl means to remedy it. The impoAtance of Bata- 
via reudei's it wc>;Ah while to pay a Icnous attt'nli'ai 
to every lliing liu-it may coniiii>ute to the impiawement 
and utility of its road, for it is the moil confiderable place 
in India. 

All the veflcrls fent out by the company from Europe 
to Afia touch at Batavia, except thofe which go dircdly 
to Ceylon, to Bengal, and to China. 7"hcy arc laden in 
return with the prodinStions and merchandize fupplied by 
Java, and wntli all thofe that have been brought there from 
the difTercnt factories and markets fcattered throughout 
thefe rich coafts, or over thefe immenfe feas. The Dutch 
fettlements in the Eait arc places which, on account of 
their fitiiation, their provlfions, and their wants, keep up 
the moll briik and conflant intercourfe with Batavia. Be- 
fide the Ihips fent by government, there are many private 
vefi'els that arrive there. But thefe mull be furndlied with 
pafl'ports. Any of them that ffiould ncgle6l this precau- 
tion, which was contrived to prevent fraudulent trade, 
would be feized by the Hoops that are continually cruifing 
in thefe latitudes. When they arrive at the place of their 
dellinatioii, they deliver to the company tliofe articles of 
lading wdiich it has referved the cxclufivc trade of to itfelf, 
and dlfpofe of the rell to whom they choofe. The 
Have trade conllitutes one of the principal branches of the 
free commerce ; it confiils annually of fix thoufand of 
both lexes. It is from this bafe and wretched fet of wo- 
men that the Chinefe choofc their wives, whom they are 
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not permitted to bring along with them, nor to fend for 
from their country. 

To thefe articles of importation may be added thofe 
brought by a dozen of Chinefc junks from Emoy, Eim- 
po, and Canton ; with about two thouiand Chinefe on 
board, who come every year to Java, in hopes of acquir- 
ing riches. The tea, the china, the raw filks, and the 
filk {luffs and cottons they bring there, may amouiit to 
three millions of livres [125,00©!.] Tin and pepper arc 
given them in exchange, but clandeilinely, becaiile pri- 
vate perfons are prohibited from trading in thefe articles. 
They alfo receive tripam, gathered on the borders of the 
fea at the Moluccas ; aslikcwile fharks’ fins and llags^ piz- 
zlcs : the virtues of which, whether real or imaginary, 
are unknown! in our countries. Another article tliey get 
in exchange is thofe birds nefls fo much celebi'ated ah 
over the eall, wh.ieh are found in feveral places, and chieliy 
on the coaits of Cochin-China. Thefe nefis are of an 
oval fhape, an Inch high, three inches round, tmd weigh 
half an ounce. They arc formed by a fpecies of the fvval- 
low ; its head, broail, and wings, are of a fine blue, and 
its body milk w'hite. Thefe birds make their neils of tire 
fpawn of fifii, or of a glutinous frotlj wliich the agitation 
of the fea leaves upon the rocks, to whicli they are falt- 
ened at the bottom and on the fide. The Uile of them is 
naturally infipid ; but as they arc thought to increafe the 
paflion for women, which prevails iinivcrfally in thefe re- 
gions, art has endeavoured, and perhaps with fuccefs, to 
render them agreeable to the palate by varieties of fea- 
foning. 

Beiide thefe prodinffions, the Chinefe at Batavia receive 
alfo fome ready money. This fuin is always incrcafed by 
the remittances which their fellow-citizens fettled at Java 
fend to the families they have a regard for, and by the 
wealth, ffill more confidcrable, which fooner or later is 
amaffed by thofe, who, fatisfied with the fortune they 
have made, return to their own country, of which they 
fdom lofe fight. 

The Spaniards from the Philippine iflands alfo frequent 
Batavia. Formerly they bought linens there. They 
take nothing at prefent from thence but cinnamon for 
tlieir home confumption, and for the purpofe of fiipply- 
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ing part of Mexico. They pay for this important article 
with gold, which is one of the productions of thefe fame 
iilands, and with the cochineal and piallres brought from 
Acapulco. 

The French feldom go to Batavia in peace time, al- 
though the want of fubfillence has often induced themto 
go there in the courfe of the two lad; wars. They will 
be feen there lefs frequently, when the ifle of France and 
Madagafcar fhall have been put into a condition to fnpply 
their fleets and armies. 

Some of the Engliili veflels, which go dIreClly from 
Europe to China, call anchor in this road, in order to fell 
hardware, arms, wines, oils, and other lefs important ar- 
ticles, which all of them belong to the Ihips crews. For- 
merly, the Englilh, who are employed in trading from 
one part of India to another, were alfo fometimes feen to 
arrive there. The number of thefe is increafed fince their 
equipments have been multiplied ; and their trade is be- 
come more confiderable. The articles they fell arc trif- 
ling, but the pnrehafes they make are confiderable. 
Their lading couiills chiefly of large quantities of arrack, 
an exquifitc kind of liquor, made with vice, molaflcs, and 
cocoa tree wine, which, aftei being fermented together, 
are di Hilled. 

All the provifions, and all the merchandize that come 
into, or go out of, Batavia, pay five per cent ; and thefe 
cuftoms are farmed at one million nine hundred thoufand 
eight hundred livres [79,200!.] This fnm would be more 
confiderable, if the articles which belong to the company, 
or which arc dcfigiicd for them, were fubjeed to the taxes ; 
if the chief agentsof this poweiful body did not mod com- 
monly elude tl'ic payments ; and if frauds were Ids fre- 
quent among all ranks of people. 'Bherc is one branch 
of the revenue which cannot but adonifli us ; it is that 
arifing from games of chance. 'Flie Chinefe pay annually 
three hundred and eighty-four thoufand livres [i6,ooohJ 
for the privilege of opening them to the public. Multi- 
tudes of perfous refort to them from all quarters, with 
that degree of cagernefs fo ordinary in burning climates, 
where the paffions know no reftraint. There it is that the 
greated pait of men, at their own difpofal, go to buiy 
tiieir fortunes, and that all flaves go to fquandcr what 
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they have been able to purloin from the vigilance of their 
mailers. There are dill other taxes in this capital of the 
Dutch Eaft Indies, but yet they are not fulhcient to co- 
ver the expences of this llaple, which amount almod 
regularly to fix millions fix hundred thoufand livres 
[275,000!.] 

The council which prtfides over all 
the fettlements formed by the company, The wanner of 
is refident at Batavia. It is compoled of conducing the 
the governor of the Dutch Indies, of a affairs of the 
dire^lor-general, or five judges, and of a Dutch company 
fmall number of afiiilants, who have no in India and in 
votes, and only fupply the place of the Europe, 
deceafed judges till their fucceffors are 
appointed. 

The power of nomination to thefe offices is veiled in 
the diredlion at home. They are open to all who 
have money, and to all who are related to, or prote6l- 
cd by, the governor-general. Upon his death, the dire6l- 
or and the judges provifionally appoint a fucceffor, who 
fcldom fails to be confirmed in his appointment. If he 
were not, he would no more be admitted into the council, 
but would enjoy all the honours attached to the poll he 
had filled during a temporary vacancy. 

The governor-general reports to the council the date 
of affairs in the ifland of Java; and each judge that of 
the province Intruded to his care. The dire6lor lias the 
infpedion of the cheft and magazines at Batavia, which 
fupply the red of the fettlements. All purchafes and 
fales are direded by him. His fignature is iiidifpenfably 
neceffary in all commercial tranfadions. 

Though all points ought to be decided In the council 
by a majority of votes, yet the will of the governor-ge- 
neral is icldom contradided. This influence is owing to 
the deference paid him by thofe members who are indebt- 
ed to him for their elevation, and to the neceffity the 
others are under of courting his favour, in order that they 
may make their fortunes more rapidly. If on any occafion 
he fhould meet with an oppofition too repugnant to his 
views, he would be at liberty to purfue his own meafures, 
by taking the refponfibility of them upon himfelf. 
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The governor general, like all the reft of the officers, 
is appointed only for five years, but ufually holds his place 
during life. There have formerly been inilances of gover- 
nors-general who have retired from bufinefs, to pafs their 
days in tranquillity at Batavia ; but the ill treatment ex- 
perienced from their fucceflors, has, of late years, deter- 
mined them to remain in their poll till death. For a long 
time they appeared in great ftate, but this parade was laid 
afide by the governor-general Imhoff', as ufelefs and trou- 
blefome. Though all orders of men may afpire to this 
dignity, none of the army, and but few of the gown, have 
been known to obtain it. It is almoft always filled by 
merchants, becaufe the fpirit of the company is entirely 
commercial. Thofe who are born in India have feldom 
fufficient addrefs or abilities to procure it. The prefent 
prcfident, however, has never been in Europe. 

The appointments of this principal officer are but trifl- 
ing ; he has no more than two thoufand two hundred 
ivres [91I. 13s. 4d.] a month, and fubfiftence equal to 
his pay. The greateft part of his income arifes from the 
liberty allowed him, of taking as much as he thinks pro- 
per from the magazines at the current price, and from that 
he affumes the liberty of trading to any extent he judges 
convenient. The income of tlie judges is likewife very 
confiderable, though the company allows them only four 
hundred and forty livres [i8l. 6s. 8d.] a month, and 
goods to the fame amount. 

The council meets but twice a-week, unlefs when fomc 
extraordinary events require a more ftri6l attendance. 
They appoint to all civil and military employments in In- 
dia, except thofe of the writer and ferjeant, 'which they 
thought might be left, without inconvenience, at the dif- 
pofal of the governors of the rcfpc<!ftive fettlements. On 
his advancement to any poll, every man is obliged to take 
an oath that he has neither promiled, nor given any thing 
to obtain his employment. This cuftom, which is very 
ancient, familiarizes people with falfe oaths, and proves no 
bar to corruption. Whoever confiders the number of ab- 
furd and ridiculous oaths neceflary to be taken at prefent 
in moft countries, on being admitted into any fociety or 
profeffion whatever, will be lefa furprifed to find prevari- 
cation ftill prevailing, where perjury has led the way. 

4 
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While good faith reigned upon the earth, a firnple pro- 
mife was fuflicient to enfurc conhdcncc. Oaths owe 
their origin to perfidy. Man was not required to call up- 
p(>n the God that heard him to witnefs his veracity, till 
he deferved no longer to be believed. Magiflrates and 
fovereigns to wliat do your regulations tend \ You either 
oblige the man of probity to lift up his hand and call 
bleaven to witnefs, which with him is a requifition .its in- 
jurious as it is ufelefs ; or you compel an oath from the 
mouth of a reprobate. Of what value can the oath of 
fiR‘h a man appear to you ? If the oath be contrary to his 
own fccurity, it is abfurd ; if it be confonant to his inte- 
reft, it is fuperfluous. Does it argue a knowledge of the 
human heart to give the debtor his choice between his ruin 
and a falfehood, or the criminal his option between deatli 
and perjury ? The man whom motives of revenge, interell, 
or wickednefs, have determined to give a falfe teflimony, 
will he be deterred by the fear of committing one crime 
more Is he not apprifed, before be is brought up to the 
tribunal of juftice, that this formality will be required of 
him ? And has he not from the bottom of his heart de- 
fpifeJ it before he complied with it ? Is it not a fpecies of 
impiety to introduce the name of God in our wretched 
difputcs ? Is it not a lingular mode of making Heaven, as 
it were, an accomplice in the guilt, to fufler tliat Heaven 
to be called upon, which has never coritradidled, nor will 
ever contradieff, the oath \ How intrepid, therefore, mufl 
not the falfe witnefs become, when he has with impunity 
called down the divine vengeance upon his head without 
the fear of being convidted ? Oaths feem to be fo much 
debafed and prollituted by their frequency, that falle wit- 
neflea are grown as frequent as robbers. 

All connections of commerce, not excepting thofe with 
the Cape of Good Hope, are made by the council, and 
the refult of them always falls under their cognifance. 
E\^n the (hips that fail direCtly from Bengal and Ceylon, 
only carry to Europe the invoices of their cargoes. Their 
accounts, as well as all others, arc lent to Batavia, where 
a general regifter is kept of all affairs. 

The council of India, is not a feparate body, nor is it 
independent. It ads in fubordination to the direftion ef- 
tablifhed in the United Provinces. Though this be, in 
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the {Irideit fenfe of the word, a diredllon, the care of dif- 
pofing of the merchandize twice a-year is divided between 
lix chambers concerned in this commerce. Their bufinefs 
is more or lefs, according to the funds that belong to 
them. 

The general affembly, which has the condu61: of the 
bufinefs of the company, is compofed of the diredlors of 
all the chambers. Amlterdam nominates eiglit, Zealand 
four, each of the other chambers one, and the Rate but 
one. Hence we fee that AmRerdam, having half the 
number of voices, has only one to gain to enable it to turn 
the fcale in all the deliberations, where every queRion is 
decided by a majority of votes. 

This body, vvhich is compofed of feventceii perfons, 
meets twice or thrice a-year, during fix years at AmRer- 
dam, and two at Middlcbiirg. The other chambers are 
too inconfiderable to enjoy this prerogative. Some myRe- 
rious minded men, towards the middle of the laR century, 
imagined that profound fccrccy might infure greater fuc- 
cefs to their tranfadtions ; and four or five of the moR 
enlightened or moR powerful men among the deputies 
were accordingly chofen, and inveRed with authority to 
regulate all afiairs of importance without the confent of 
their coleagues, and without being obliged even to alk 
their opin io . 

NotwithRanding the faults which it is eafy to perceive 
in thefe fingular iiiRitutions, the company rofc to a very 
brilliant Rate of profperity. Let us endeavour to inveRi- 
gate the caufes of this political phenomenon. 

The early facceRes of the company were 
Cauffs of the owing to their having the good fortune, 
profperity of the in lefs than half a century, to take more 
company, than three hundred Portuguefe vcR'cls ; 

fome of which were bound for Europe, 
and others for the different fca-ports in India, and w^re 
laden with the fpoils of Afia. This wealth, which the 
captors had the lioneRy to leave untouched, brought to 
the company immenfe returns, or ferved to procure them. 
Thus the fales became very confidcrable, although the ex- 
ports were very moderate. 

The decline of the inarilimc power of the Portuguefe 
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ejicouraged the Dutch to attack, the fcttlcments bclong- 
inp* to tliat nation, and greatly facilitated the conqneft of 
them. They found the forts (Irongly built, defended by 
a numerous artillery, and provided with every thing tliat go- 
vernment and the rich individuals of a victorious nation 
might naturally be fuppofed to have colledded together 
for their protection. To form a jull idea of this advan- 
tage, we need only confidcr what it has coil other na- 
tions to obtain permiflion to fix in an advantageous fitu- 
ation, to build houfes, magazines, and forts, and to pro- 
cure all the conveniencics ncceiTary for their fecurity or 
tlitir commerce. 

When the company found themfelvcs in poiTelTion of fo 
many rich and well eiVabliflied fcttlemcnts, tliey did not 
fuirer themfelves to be feduced !)y a gralping Ipirit of am- 
bition. They were delirous of extending their commerce, 
not their conquclls ; and can fcarcc be accufcii of any ad i 
of injuilice, except fuch asfeeined necefiary to fecure their 
power. I'he Eall was no longer a feene of bloodfhed, as 
it had been at the time when the delire of dillingulfhing 
themfelvcs by maitial exploits, and the rage of making 
profelytes, gave the Portugueic a menacing air wherever 
they appeared in India. 

The Dutch leeiued to have arrived rather to revenge 
and refciie the natives of the country than to enllavc 
them. They maintained no wars with them, but fuch as 
were ncceffary to procure fetllementj upon their coalls, 
and to oblige them to enter into treaties of commerce. 
It is true, thefe people received no advantage from them, 
and were deprived of a great part of their liberty ; but 
in other refpeds, tlieir new inalicrs, rather lefs barbarous 
than the conquerors they had difpolfeircd, left the Indians 
at liberty to govern themfelvcs, and did not compel them 
to change their laws, their manners, or their religion. 

^By their manner of pofling and dillributing their forces, 
they contrived to keep the people in awe, whom they 
had at fivll conciliated by their behaviour. If we except 
Cochin and Malacca, tlicy had nothing upon the continent 
but fadories and fmall forts. I’he ifiands of Java and 
Ceylon contained their troops and magazines; and from 
thence their fiiips maintained their authority, and proted- 
ed their trade throughout India. 

Vd. /, T 
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This commerce was become very confiderable fincc the 
lieftrudion of the Portuguefe power had thrown their fpice 
trade into their hands. Although the chief confumption 
of the fpices was in Europe, the fortunate pofleffors of 
this branch of commerce did not fall to fell a confiderable 
part of them in the Indies, though at a lower price. They 
found an . annual vent there for ten thoufand pounds 
weight of mace, one hundred thoufand pounds of nutmegs, 
one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds of cloves, two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of cinnamon, and three or four mil- 
lions weight of pepper. Thefe, however, were in general 
fpices of an inferior quality, which would not have been 
fold in our countries. 

The care of exporting and diftribnting the fpices alTift- 
ed the Dutch in appropriating to thcmfelves feveral other 
branches of commerce. In procefs of time they became 
mailers of the coafling trade of Afia, as they were already 
of that of Europe. This navigation employed a great 
number of fliips and failors, who, without caufing any ex- 
pence to the company, contributed to its fecurity. 

By vir^tue of thefe fuperior advantages, they were en- 
abled for a long time to prevent the attempts of other na- 
tions to interfere in the Indian trade, or to make them 
abortive. The produce of this rich country came to the 
Europeans through the hands of the Dutch, who never 
experienced thofc rellraints from their country which 
have in later times been impofed everywhere elfe. The 
government, convinced that the proceedings of other na- 
tions neither ought nor could be a rule to direct their con- 
duct, always gave the company leave to difpofe of their 
meichandl/e at the capital freely, and without referve. At 
the time this foclcty was indituted, the United Provinces 
had neither any manufaihtnres nor crude materials to wotk 
upon. It was, thciefore, no inconvenience, but rather a 
point of great })olicy, to allow’, and even encourage, tl^ 
citizens to w'ear linens and Huffs imported from India. 
U'hc various manafaClurcs which were introduced into the 
republic, in confequence ot the repeal ot tire edi 61 of 
Nantz, might have induced them to lay afide the thoughts 
of purchafing their clothing fiom fo remote a country ; 
but the foiidnels that pi'cvailM in Europe at that time. for 
French falhions, had given fo advantageous an opening for 

3 
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the manufactures of the refugees, that they had not the 
leaft idea of departing from the ancient channel. Since 
the high price of labour, the ncceflary confequence of a 
redundancy of money, has leflened the manufaClures, and 
obliged the nation to trade upon a frugal plan, Indian 
Huffs have had a greater run than ever. It was thought 
that fewer inconveniences would arife from enriching the 
Indians than the Englifli or French, whole profperity 
would not fail to haften the ruin of a ftatc, the opulence 
of which is only fupported by the blindnefs, the difputes,^ 
or the indolence, of other powers. 

This difpofition of things had car- 
ried the fortune of the company to a 'Decline of the 
degree from which it has at length fall- company 
en off. This truth will be made ap- 
parent by entering into a detail of feme faCls. 

The tirft funds of this commercial affbeiation did not 
amount to more than 14,211,648 livres [592,152!.] Of 
this fund, 8,084,813 [336,867!. 4s. 2(1.] wcrefurnilhed by 
Amflerdam, 2,934,54olivrescight ro]s[i22,272l los. 4d.] 
by Zealand, 1,180,905 livres [49,204!. 7s. 6d.] by En- 
chuyfen, 1,034,000 [43,083!. 6s. 8d.] by Delft, 587,109 
livres twelve ibis '[24,462!. i8s.] by Horn, and the re- 
maining 390,280 livres [16,261!. 13s. 4d.] by Rotter- 
dam. 

This capital, which has never been increafed, and which, 
fince its eftablifliment to the lirll of January 1778, has 
yielded, one year with another, twenty-one and one-feven- 
teenth per cent, was divided into Turns of 6600 livres 
[275I.] which wore called (hares. Their number amount- 
ed to two thoufand one hundred and fifty-three. They 
were fold for ready money, or upon credit, as all merchan- 
dize is. The form required in tranfaCling this bufinerswaa 
•only to fiibilitute the name of the buyer, iiiilead of that 
of the feller, upon the books of the company ; and ia 
this confided the foie claim the proprietors had. Avarice 
and the fpirit of calculation have fuggeded another mode 
of being concerned In this traffic. Perfons who had no 
(hares to fell, and others who had no intention tp buy, en- 
gaged themfclves reciprocally ; the former to furniffi a cer- 
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t^in number of fliares, and the latter to take them at a 
itated price, and on a given day. The pi ice they bore at 
that period determined the fate of thefe gameflcrs. The 
perlon who had lo(t paid the difference in money, and thus 
ended tfie negociation. 

The defire of gain, and the fear of loGng in thefe bold 
fpeculations, generally excit<,'d an extraordinary degree of 
agitation in the minds of the perfons concerned. Good 
or bad news was invented ; the credit of this intelligence 
was alternately Icffened or confirmed ; and attempts were 
Uiade to difeover the mylUrics of courts, and to bribe mi- 
nifttrs. Public tranquillity was fo frequently diflurbed 
by the colbTion of thefe oppofite interells, that the go- 
vernment thought it iieceflary to take feme Heps to pre- 
vent the excefs of this flock-jobbing. It was declared, 
that every falc of fhares flrould be deemed void, unlefs it 
could be proved by the books, that the feller, at the 
time of making the baigain, was really poffcried of 
that property. Men of honour did not think themfclves 
difpenfed from their engagements by this law ; but it pro- 
duced tlie intended cffeci of making thefe tranlaclions lefs 
frequent. 

In fuccefsful times, thefe flrarcs rofe to an almod incred- 
ible price, as far as to eight times tlicir original value ; 
but they have fuccefuvely fallen olT. At the period we 
aie now writing, they du not gain more than about three 
hundred and fixty per cent. This is even a higher price 
than tl’.ey will fell for anywhere, except in Holland, 
w here the people have ufed tliemfelvcs to he fatisfied with 
an iiiterell of two and three- fourths per cent. 

At the end of the year 1751, the capital of the com- 
pany, after the payment of the debts, did not exceed 
62,480,000 livres [2,603,333!. 6s; 8d.] Of this fum, 
even, there w^as not, in money, good bills, and mer- 
chandize, both in the magazines, or upon the fcas of - 
Europe and India, any more than 38,060,000 livres 
[1,585,833!. 6s. 8d.] i'he remainder confiilcd of doubt- 
ful or defpetate debts, of arms, provifions, artillery, mi- 
lilary flures, cattle, Haves, and fome other efleds, which 
were not objecls of con.merce. 

At the fame period, the annual profits arofe to 
27,940,coo,livre3 [1,164,166!. 13s. 4d.] But, in order 
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to gain tills return,' it was neceflary to lay out 20,460,000 
[852,000!.] fo that the nett profit was 7,480,000 livres 
[31 1,6661. 13s. 4d.] to anfwer the dividend, and to fup- 
ply the cxpcnces of war, or the lofies from fire, flu’p- 
wrcck, and the other various calamities which human pru- 
dence can neither forefee nor prevent. 

This fit nation appeared fo very alarming to Moffel, the 
ahleft of the chiefs that ever governed the Dutch fettle- 
ments in the Eafl Indies, that he confidered the company 
as an exhaufted body, to be fupported only by cordials : 
it was, as he exprefl'ed himfelf, a leaky vefl'el, that is kept 
from foundering only by the pump. 

Notwithllanding all the endeavours we have made, it 
has been impofiible to obtain a fiate of accounts pofterior 
to the one we have juft given. What are then the people 
interefted in thefe concerns to think of the obilinacy with 
which they are left in ignorance of their fituation ? They 
miift conclude, either that their affairs arc in the utmoll 
confufion ; that the perfons to whom they have intrufted 
the adminiftration of them, are difhoneft men, whofe con* 
ftant defign is to order and difpofe of every thing at plea- 
fiire, and to pillage, without fuhjeding themfelvcs to any 
kind of reclamation ; or who create fufpiclons of malver- 
fation, merely for the purpofe of fecuring themfelvcs 
from the imputation of ignorance. They rnuft naturally 
fay to themfelves, we arc in the hands of unficilful men, 
or of knaves ; and of thefe two fuppolitions, whichever 
they may adopt, the effed: will be the fame. The ftock* 
liolders will Ix' iniftniftful, the fhares will be depreciated, 
and the company will fall to ruin. When we confider^ 
with a little attention, this myfterioiis kind of condudt, 
w’e fliall find it difficult to determine upon which we arc 
moft to lay the blame, upon the indolence of the propric* 
tors, who liavc a right to demand an account from perfons, 
•^\'ho, in fadf, are no more than their agents, and who cer- 
tainly will not be involved in their ruin ; or upon the ty- 
i'annical infolencc of thefe reprefentatives, to vhom their 
Icllow-citizcns Jiave intrufted their fortune, which they 
nmkc ufe of, as if it w'ere their own ; or, laftly, upon the 
perfidious conni/ance of the rulers of the ftate, who dare 
not, or can not, or will not, interpofe their autliority in a 
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matter of fo great importance. However this may be, 
the fecrecy to which the company binds its agents by 
oath, does not prevent it from being apparent, that its 
iituation is becoming every day more deplorable. The 
company has itfelf been obliged to communicate its dif- 
trefs to other nations, by continuing conflantly to dimi* 
nifh its dividends. Let us now endeavour to invefligate 
the true caufes of this melanclioly truth. 

Reafons of the The lirft of thefe was the multitude 
dt'cline of the of little wars they were fucceflively en- 
^otnpany^ gaged in, without intermiffion. Scarce 

had the inhabitants of the Moluccas re- 
covered from the aftonifhment into whicli they had been 
thrown by the vidorics gained by the Dutch over a peo- 
ple whom they looked upon as invincible, than they grew 
impatient of the yoke. The company, dreading the con- 
fcqucnces of this difeontent, attacked the king of Tcr- 
nate, to oblige him to confent t6 the extirpation of the 
clove-tree everywhere, except in Amboyna. The ifland- 
ers in Banda were utterly exterminated, becaufe they 
refufed to bccomf; fluves. Macaflar, defirous of fupport- 
ing their prctenfions, kept a confiderable force at bay for 
a long time. The lofs of Formofa brought on the ruin of 
the faclories of Tonkin and Siam. The company were 
obliged to have rccourfe to arms, to fupport the cxclufive 
trade of Sumatra. Malacca was befieged, its territory 
ravaged, and its navigation interrupted by pirates. Nega- 
patan was twice attacked Cochin was employed in re- 
fifiing the attempts of the kings of Calicut and Travan- 
cor. Ceylon has been a fccne of perpetual diilurbances, 
which are as frequent, and Hill more violent, at Java, 
where peace can uever continue long, unlcfs the company 
will give a reafonablc price for the commodities they re- 
quire. All thefe wars have proved ruinous, more ruin- 
ous, indeed, than they ought to have been, becaufe thofe 
who had the management of them only fought opportuni- 
ties of enriching tlremfelves. 

Thefe notorious diffentions have, in many places, been 
followed by odious oppreflions, which have been pra<5llfed 
at Japan, China, Cambodia, Aracan, on the banks of 
the Ganges, at Achem, Coromandel, Surat ; in Pcrfia, 
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at BafTora, Mocho, and other place;s. Moft of the coun- 
tries in India are filled with tyrants, who prefer piracy to 
commerce, and who acknowledge no right but that of 
force, and thifik that whatever is pradlicable is juft. 

• The profits accruing to the company from the place* 
where their trade met with no interruption for a long 
time, counterbalanced the lofles they fuftained in others 
by tyranny or anarchy ; but other European nations (de- 
prived them of this indemnification. This competition 
obliged them to buy dearer, and to fell chenper. Their 
natural advantages might, perhaps, have enabled them to 
fupport this misfortune, if their rivals had not dc'termincd 
to throw the trade carried on from India to India into the 
hands of private merchants. By this expreflion, we are 
to underftand the operations nccefiary to tranfport the 
merchandize of one country in Afia to another; from 
China, Bengal, and Surat, for inftance, to the Philip- 
pines, Perfia, and Arabia. It was by means of this cir- 
culation, and by a multiplicity of exchanges, that the 
Dutch obtained for nothing, or for a trifle, the rich car- 
goes they brought to Europe. The activity, economy, 
and fl<ill of the free merchants, drove the company from 
all the fea-ports where no partiality was fhown. 

I'his revolution, which fo clearly pointed out to them 
what fteps they had to take, did not even fet them right 
with refpeeft to a meafuie that w'^as deftru 6 iive to trade. 
"Jliey had been accuftomed to carry all their Indian and 
European merchandize lo Batavia, from whence it was 
diftributed among the different fa 6 lories where it might be 
fold to advantage. 'Phis cuftom occafioncd expcnce and 
lofs of time, the inconveniencies of which were not per- 
ceived while their profits were fo enormous. When other 
nations carried on a dire^I trade, it became indifpenfably 
neceflary to reliiiquilh a fyftcm, not only bad in itfelf, but 
^ incompatible with circumftances. The dominion of cuftom, 
however, flill prevails ; and it was faid to be owing to the 
company’s apprehenfions that their fervanls would make 
an improper life of any innovation, that they did not a- 
dopt a meafiue, the neceflity of which was fo fully de- 
monftrated. 

This was probably nothing more than a pretext which 
fer^ed to conceal motives of private intcreft. The fraus 
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of the agents were more than winked at. The firfl of 
them employed had, for the moll pait, been exaft in their 
coi.du( 5 f . They had been under the dircdlion oPadmirals, 
^vho vihted uil the fadtorics who were invefled with abfo- 
lute powers in India, and, at the concluhon of every 
voyage, gave an account in Kuropc of their adminiftration. 
In prop(jriion as tlie government became a fedentary one, 
the agents, wlio were not fo ilridlly watclied, grew more 
remits. They abandoned tliemfelves to that effeminacy, a 
liabit of whicl) is fo eafily contradfed in hot countries. It 
became necellary to incrcafc the number of ithefe agents, 
and no oiic made a capital point of corredling an abnfe, 
which gave the people in power an opportunity of provid- 
ing for all tb.eir dependents ; who yvent to Aha with a 
view of making a eonhdcrable fortune in a Ihort time. 
Being prohibited from trading, their appointments not be- 
ing fnfficicnt to maintain them, and all honed ways of cn- 
rieiiing thcmfelvcs being Ihut againd them, they had re- 
rourfe to mal-pradlices. 'khe company were cheated in 
all their affairs by facfors who had no intcred in their pro- 
fperity. Thefe diforders grew to fuch a height, that it 
was propofed to allow a premium of five per cent, upon 
all commodities fold or bought, which was to be divided 
among all the fervants of the company according to their 
ranks. Upon thefe tcims th.ey were obliged to take an 
oath that their account was jud. This arrangement laded 
but five years ; it being found that corruption prevailed as 
much as ever; the premium aud tlie erath were then abo- 
lidied ; and from this period the agents demand any con- 
iideration for their trouble that iheir avarice di6fates. 

The contagion, which at iivll infecited the lower faedor- 
ies, gradually reached the princi’pal fettlemcnts, and at lad 
Batavia itfelf. - So great a limplicity of manners prevailed 
there at iird, that the members of the government ufually 
dreffed like common faiK)rs, and never wore decent clothes, 
but in their council-chaml>er,, Udiis modedy was accom- 
panied with fo didinguidied a probity, that before the year 
1650 not one remarkable fortune had been made ; but this 
unheard-of pi oJigy of virtue could not be of long dura- 
tion. Warlike republics have been feen to conquer and 
make acquifitions for their country, and to fill the public 
treafury with the fpoils of kingdom^. But we diall never 
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fee the citizens of a commercial republic amafs riches for 
a particular body in the ftate, from which they derive 
neither glory nor profit. The aullerity of republican prin- 
ciples muft of courfe give way to the example given by 
the people of the Eaft. This relaxation of manners was 
more fenfibly perceived in the capital of tlie colony, where 
the articles of luxury that came from all parts, and the air 
of magnificence it was thought neceffary to throw round 
tlie adminiflration, introduced a talle for fhow. This taftc 
occafioned a corruption of manners ; and this corruption 
of manners made all methods of getting money alike in- 
different. Even the appearance of decency was fo far dif- 
regarded, that a governor-general finding himfelf conviifted 
of plundering the finances without the leafi kind of re- 
flraint, made no fcrtiple of jullifyirig his conduA by pro- 
ducing a carte blanche figned by the company. 

How was it poffibie to have fettled a remedy againft 
this conduCl of the governors, when their depravation 
could not have been forefeen in the infancy of the repu- 
blic, where a purity of manner- and frugality prevailed ? 
In thefe fettlements of the Dutch, the laws had been 
made for virtuous men ; other manners required other 
laws. 

Thefe diforders might have been repreffed in their firfl 
beginnings, if they had not naturally made the fame pro- 
grefs in Europe as in Afia. But as a river that overflows 
its banks, colle^fs more mud, than water in its paffage, fo 
the vices which riches bring along with them iiicreafc 
fafler than riches themfclves. The poll of dircvtlor, which 
was at firll allotted to able merchants, was at length veiled 
in great families, in which it was perpetuated, together 
with the maglflracies, by virtue of which it had been firft 
procured. Thefe families, engaged in political views, or 
i;i the fervice of adminillration, confidered thefe polls 
which they had extorted from the company, only in the 
light of a confidcrable income, or an eafy provifion for 
their relations ; fome of them even as opportunities of 
making a bad life of their credit. The bufinefs of re- 
ceiving accounts, hearing debates, and carrying on the 
moftdmporTant traiifadlions of the company, was left to 
a fecretary, who, under the more plaufible title of advo- 
cate, became the fok manager of all the affairs. The go- 
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Ternors, who met but twice a»year, in fpring and autumn, 
at the arrival and departure of the fleet, forgot the habit 
and track of all bufinefs which requires a conllant atten- 
tion. They were obliged to repofe an entire confidence 
in a perfon apj5ointed by the ftate to make extrads from 
all the difpatches that arrived from India, and to draw up 
the form of the anfwets that were to be returned. This 
g^aide, who was fometimes incapable, often bribed, and 
always fufpicious, either threw thofe whom he condudl- 
cd into a precipice, or fuflered them to fall into it. 

The fpirit of commerce arifes from interefl, and interefl 
always occafions difputes. Each chamber would have 
docks, arfenals, and magazines of its own for the fliips it 
was to fit out. Offices were multiplied, and frauds were 
encouraged by a condu6f fo erroneous. 

It was a maxim in every department to furnifh goods, 
as it had a right to do, in proportion to the number of 
its fhips. Tliefe goods were not equally proper for the 
places for which they were deflined, and were either not 
Ibid at all, or fold to difadvantage. 

When circumftances called for extraordinary fupplics, a 
fpirit of puerile vanity, which is afraid of betraying its 
weaknefs by confeffing Its wants, led them to avoid bor- 
rowing moFiey in Holland, where they would have paid 
only an fhtereil of three per cent, and to have recourfe to 
Batavia, where money was at fix, or more frequently to 
Bengal, or the coaft of Coromandel, where it was at nine 
per cent, and fometimes much higher. Abufes were mul- 
tiplied on all lides. 

The ftatcs-gencral, whofc bufinefs it was to examine 
every four years into the ftate of the company ; to fatisfy 
thcmfelves that they kept within the limits afligncd by 
their grant ; to fee that juftice was adminiftered to the 
perfons concerned, and that the trade was carried on in a 
manner not prejudicial to the republic ; fhould have put 
a ftop to thefe irregularities, and ought to have done it. 
They did not do their duty upon any occafion, nor at any 
time. There never was prefented to this afiembly any 
other than fo confufed a ftate of accounts, that perfons, 
the mod completely verfed in figures, would not have 
been able to clear up the chaos with the longeft and moft 
continued nocturnal labours j notwithftanding which, with- 
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a kind of complaifance, the motives of w^hich we fhould 
fear to fcarch into, thefe accounts were always audited 
with unanimous approbation, without the leafl delay, and 
without the dighiell difcuflion of the particulars. 

But we are weary of giving a detail of the feveral ir- 
regularities that have corrupted the government of an af- 
fociation formerly fo flouriihing. The colours of this 
pidure are too gloomy. Let us examine what remedies 
it would be proper to apply to evils of fuch number and 
magnitude. 

The firft thing neceffary is to be Meafures that re- 
convinced that the government of the main to be taken 
company is too complicated even in for the re-efahliflo- 
Lurope. A direetioii veiled in fo merit of the com- 
many chamberB, and in fuch a number pany'^s affairs, 
of directors, muft be attended with 
infinite inconvenicncies. It is impoflible that the fame 
fpirit Ihould prevail throughout the whole, and that the 
tranfadiions fliould be carried on without receiving a tinc- 
ture from the oppofite views of the perfons who condufl 
them in different places, with independence and without 
harmony. Unity of defign, fo neceffary in the fine arts, 
is equally ad\'a!itageou5 in bufinefs. In vain will it be 
objeded that it is the interell of all democratic Hates to 
divide their wealth, and to make the fortunes of the citi- 
zens as equal as poffible. This maxim, in itfelf true, is 
not applicable to a republic that has no territory, and 
maintains itfelf merely by its commerce. It will there- 
fore be expedient that every article, bought or fold, fliould 
fall under one general infpc61ion, and be brqught into one 
port. Tlic favings that would be made, would be the 
lead advantage the company would receive from this al- 
teration. 

From this place, which would be the centre of intelli- 
gence from all quaVters, deputations might be fent to in- 
quire into, and corrcdl abufes in the remotelt parts of 
Aha. The condudl of the Dutch towards the Indian 
princes, from whom they have forcibly extorted an exclu- 
live conyjjirfte, will be one of the hrft objefts of confidc- 
Fation. They have for a long time behaved to them with 
aa infolent pride ; they have attempted to learn and to lay 

L $ 
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open the fecrets of their government, and to engage them 
in quarrels with their neighbours ; they have fomented 
divifions among their fubje6ts, and fhown a diftruft mixed 
with animofity ; they have obliged them to make facri- 
fices which they never prorr.lfed ; and deprived them of 
advantages fecured to them by the terms of capitulation. 
All thefe intolerable adls of tyranny occahon frequent dif- 
turbances, which loinetimes tiul in hollilities. ^To rellore 
harmony, wliicli is a tafle that grows more necefTary and 
more difficult every day, agents ffioidd be appointed, who, 
with a fpirit of moderation, ihould unite a knowledge of 
the intercils, enftoms, language, religion, and manners of 
thefe nations. At prefent, peihaps, the company may be 
unprovided with perfons of this (lamp ; but it concerns 
them to piocure fuch. Perhaps too, they might find 
fome among the fuperintendants of their fadfories, which 
they have every reafon to induce them to abandon. 

The difeerning part of the merchants of all nations un- 
animoiifly agree, that the Dutch fettlements in India are 
too numerous : and that by leffening their number, they 
would greatly reduce their cxpences, without diminlfliing 
their commerce. The company cannot poffibly be ignorant 
of what is fo generally known. One would be apt to 
think they were induced to continue the fadlories that 
were burdenfomo, to prevent the fufpicion of their not 
being in a condition to maintain them. But this weak 
confideration ffiould fw^ay them no longer. All that de- 
ferves their attention is to make a due diftindlion betw^een 
what it is convenient to part with, or advantageous to re- 
tain. They have before them a feries of fadts and expe- 
rience, which mud prevent any miftakc in au arrangement 
of fuch importance. 

In the fubordinate faftories, which they may think pro- 
per to continue for the advantage of trade, they will de- 
moliffi all ufclefs fortifications ; they will diffolve the coun- 
cils, eflablifhed from motives of oflentation rather than ne- 
ceffity ; and they will proportion the number of their fer- 
vants to the extent of their tranfadions. Let the com- 
pany call to mind thofe happy times, when two or three 
fa^lors, chofen with judgment, fent out cargt^-^Jrifinitcly 
more confidcrable than any they have receivea iince : 
when they raif^d amazing profits upon their goods, 

4 
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which, in procefs of time, have been diverted into the 
pockets of their numerous agents ; and then they will 
not hefita'te a moment to return to their old maxims, and 
and to prefer a fimplicity which made them rich, to an 
empty parade that ruins them. 

The reformation will be attended with greater diflicuh 
ties in the more important colonies. The company’s 
agents there are a more numerous, reputable, and in pro- 
portion, a more opulent body, and confequently lefs dif- 
pofed to fubmit to any regulations. It is, however, ne- 
ceflary to reduce them to order, fince theabufes they have 
either introduced or winked at, mud fooner or later inevi- 
tably occafion the total ruin of the interefts over which 
they prefide. The malverfations that prevail in the ma- 
nufactures, magazines, docks, and arfenals, at Batavia, and 
the other large fettlements, are fcarccly to be paralleled. 

Thefe arrangements w'ould lead to others Hill more 
confiderablc. At their firft rife the company eftablidied 
fixed and precife rules, which were not to be depart- 
ed from on any pretence, or on any occafion whatfo- 
cver. Their fervants were mere machines, the fmallefl 
movements of which they had wound up before-hand. 
They judged this abfolute and univerfal dircCIion ne- 
cefTary to correCt what was amifs in the choice of their 
agents, who were mod of them drawn out of obfeu- 
rity, and had not the advantage of that careful educa- 
tion which would have enlarged their ideas. The com- 
pany thcmfelves did not fuffer the lead variation in their 
own conduCI ; and to this invariable uniformity they attri- 
buted the fuccefs of their enterprifes. The frequent mif- 
fortunes which this fydem occafioned did not prevail with 
them to lay it afide ; and they always adhered obdinatcly 
to their fird plan. It is neceflary that they diould adopt 
^ other maxims ; and after having cliofen their faClors with 
more caution, that they fiiould leave to their Ikill and ex- 
ertions the management of concerns at fo great a didaace, 
and fubjcCl to perpetual changes. Tired of maintaining 
a difadvantageous druggie with the free traders of other 
nations, they fhould refolve to leave the commerce from 
o ne pa r j^ rf India to another, to private perfons. This 
‘ haJTp^innovation would make their colonies richer and 
more powerful ; and they would foon be filled with men 
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of au enterprifing fpirit, who would diffufe their moft 
plentiful and moll valuable produdliona in all the markets. 
They themfelves would reap more advantage from the 
cuftoms colleded in their fa<^orics than they could porfi- 
bly expert from the complicated, languid, and even un- 
frequent, commercial agreements tranfadlcd there. 

At the fame time, thofe two ruinous armaments, for 
which the company arc incelTautly cenfured, will be dif- 
coritinued. Soon after the commencement of the prefent 
century, they adopted in their docks a deftftive mode of 
conftrudbng flips, which made them lofe a great number 
of them, and fome very rich cargoes. Thefe fatal ex- 
periments brought them back to the pradlice generally 
received ; but, from forne improper motives, they con- 
tinued to employ in their voyages one-third more of 
vefTels than were neceffary. This inftance of corruption, 
which ought not to have been overlooked at any time, 
is become more particularly infupportabk, iince the ma- 
terials employed in naval affairs have arifen to a very exor- 
bitant price, and fince it has been neceffary to increafe the 
pay of the Tailors. 

Thefe reformations ‘would bring on an extenfion of 
trade ; which, in proportion to the manners and circum- 
ftances, was formcily very confiderable ; but the progrefs 
of it was flopped, notwithftanding the great increafe of 
confumption in Europe, and the new markets opened 
with Africa and America. It was even perceived to de- 
creafe, fince there was no augmentation cf its produce, 
although the merchandize was almoft doubled in value. 
At prefent the fales do not amount to more than from 
forty to fifty-five millions of livres [from 4,666,666!. 13s. 
4d. to 4,875,000!.] ; a fum which they brought fixty 
years ago, and even before that period. 

In tliefe colonies are found linens, tea, filks, china ware,^ 
borax, tin, camphirc, tutenaguc, faltpetre, cotton, indigo, 
pepper, coffee, fugar, woods for dying, and other articles 
more or lefs conlidcrablc, bought up in different markets 
of Afia, or produced by the territory of the company. 
Theie produclions and mercantile articles are alfo furnifh* 
ed by fucli of the European nations as have fo'xs.^^d con- 
nedlions in India, There is fcarce anything but cinna- t 
mon, cloves, nutmeg, and mace, the confumption of which 
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amounts annually to twelve millions of livres £ 500 »ocol.] 
the fale of which belongs cxclufively to the Dutch. 

After the improvements which we have ventured to 
propofe, order would be re-ellablifhed for fome time ; wc 
lay for fome time, becaufe every colony, where authority 
and obedience to it are placed in two different countries 
widely diftant from each other, is an ellablilhment defec- 
tive in its lirff inftitiition. It is a machine, the fprings of 
which are conffantly relaxing or breaking, and which muff 
be perpetually repaired. 

If it were even poffible that the Misfortunes 'which 
company could find an effedlual and threaten the com- 
lading remedy againft the evils with party, 
which they have been tormented for 
fo long a time, they w^ould not the lefs be tlireatened 
with the lofs of the exelufive privilege of the fpice trade. 

It has long been fufpefted that thefc valuable produc- 
tions grew in unknown climates. An obfeure report has 
been fpread about from all quarters, that the Malays, 
who were the only people that had an intercourfe with 
thefe countries, had brought cloves and nutmegs into fe- 
veral markets. This vague rumour has never been con- 
firmed by certain faets ; and, like all vulgar errors^ it has 
at length fallen into negle^f. 

In 1774, the Englifli navigator, Forreft, fet out from 
Balambangan, with a view of afeertaining whether the 
fpices grew in New Guinea, as it had for a longtime been 
afferted. At a fmall diffance from this favage country, 
in the ifland of Manafwary, he found a nutmeg tree, the 
fruit of which differed only from that which has obtained 
fo much celebrity, in being of an oblong form. This en- 
terprifing man plucked up a hundred llems of this ufeful 
jrce, and planted them, in 1776, at Bunwoot, a fertile, 
wholefomc, and inhabited illand, covered with the mod beau- 
tiful trees, eighteen miles only in circumference, and which 
Great Britain held from the liberality of the king of Min- 
danao. Here the nutmeg tree is undoubtedly cultivated, 
and probably the clove tree likewife, fince it is certain 
that ‘F landed at fcvcral of the Moluccas. 

^ It 13 a fa(^l generally known at prefent and afeertained, 
that, in 1771 and 1772, the French have fuceecded iij 
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obtaining from the Moluccas nutmeg and clove trees, 
which they have tranfplanted into their ovrn territories. 
If thefe plants, which have begun to yield fome fruit, 
fhould one day furnifh a large quantity of thefe fpiccs, and 
of good quality, there will immediately be a revolution in 
this important branch of commerce. It was in the power 
of Fonce to have fhared with the Dutch alone this fruit- 
ful fource of riches : the only thing required to fecure this 
advantage would have been to have united in one central 
point, which might eafily have been guarded, all the ac^ 
quifitions of this kind that had been made. But the go- 
vernment, whether from generofity or imprudence, has 
chofen that this cultivation rtiould be eftablifhed in feveral 
of its pofleffions. A number of trees planted in fo many 
open places, will neceffarily be conveyed into the colonies 
of other nations ; and in a little time thefe produ^lions, 
which for ages pad have been under the controul of an 
odious monopoly, will become a common benefit to al- 
mofl all mankind. Perhaps it may happen that fcarcc 
any other people will be deprived of thefe valuable arti- 
cles, except thofe who have been the ancient podefTors of 
them. The only iOands where they liave hitherto grown 
have not, nor can they have, any other kind of utility ; 
the maintenance of tliem is extremely expenfive, and the 
climate deftru£live. What motives can their mailers have 
to preferve eflablifhments which have lod all their advan- 
tages I They will confequently abandon them ; and then 
what win become of an aflbeiation which for fifty years 
pad has had no other refource again d the treachery of its 
agents, the multiplicity of its fadlories, and the defers of 
its adminidration ? 

Setting afide this conted between trading intereds, the 
Dutch have reafoii to be apprehenfive of one of a more 
rapid and dedruftive kind. All circumdances, particu 
larly their manner of conducting their forces both by fea 
and land, confpire to invite their enemies to attack them. 

The company have a fleet of about a hundred fliips, 
from fix hundred to a thoufand tons burden. Twenty- 
eight or thirty are annually fent out from Europe, and a 
fmaller number returns. Thofe that are not in'‘a^';^ndit’'^u 
to return make voyages in India, where the feas, except 
thofe in the neighbourhood of Japan, are fo calm, that 
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weaker vefTels may fail in them with fafety. In times of 
profound peace the Ihip.^ fail feparatcly ; but on their re- 
turn they aiv^ays form two fleets at the Cape, which pafs 
by the Orcades, where two fhips belonging to the republic 
wait to convoy them to Holland. In time oi war this de- 
tour was contrived to avoid the cnemy^s privateers; and it 
is continued in time of peace to prevent contraband trade, 
it did not feem an eafy matter to prevail upon lailors, 
who were juft come out of a burning climafe, to encoun- 
ter the cold blafts of the north; but this difficnlty was 
furmounted by a gratuity of two months pay extraordi- 
nary. This cuftom lias been continued, even when con- 
trary winds and ftorms have clriven the fleets into the 
channel. The directors of the chamber of Amfterdam 
attempted once to fupprefs it ^ but they were in danger 
of being burnt by the populace, who, like the reft of the 
nation, difapprove of the arbitrary proceedings of this 
powerful body, and lament the privileges they enjoy. 
The company’s navy is commanded by officers who were 
originally failors or cabin-boys ; they arc qualified for pi- 
lots, and for working a fhip, but have not the leaft idea 
of naval evolutions ; befides, that, from the defeats of 
their education they can have no conception of the love of 
glory, nor are they capable of infpiring the clafs of men 
who are under their command with that noble fentiment. 

The land forces are formed in a flill more faulty man- 
ner. Soldiers who have deferted from every nation in 
Europe may, indeed, be expe(Sfed not to want courage ; 
but their proviflon and clotliing are fo bad, and they are 
fo much haraficd, that thty have an averfion for the fer- 
viee, The officers, who for the moft part originally be- 
longed to fome low piofeffion, in which they have ac- 
quired a fum fufficient to purchafe their pofte, are inca- 
pable of infufing into them a military fpirit. Tiie con- 
t(^pt ill which a people purely commercial hold thofc 
wliofc fituation neceffiarily dooms them to poverty, toge- 
ther with the averhoii they have for war, contributes 
greatlv to degrade and di fpirit thefe troops. To thefe 
feveral caufes of their inaiftivity, weaknefs, and want of 
difeipline, may be fubjoined another, which is equally ap- 
plicableba^l^o the land and fea fervice. 

^niReis not, perhaps, in the moft flaviflt governments, 
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Jo difhonourabk and iniquitous a mode of ralfing fea- 
men and folditrs as that which has for a long time been 
pra<^^ifed by the company. Their agents, called by the 
people //Vwej- (kidnappers), who are always bufy 

in the territories, and even beyond the boundaries of the 
republic, make it their employment to entice credulous 
men to embark for India, in hopes of acquiring a confi- 
derable fortune in a fliort time. Thofe who are allured 
by the bait are enrolled, and receive two months pay, 
which is always given to their betrayer. They enter into 
an engagement of three hundred livres f 12I. los.] which 
is the profit of the perfon that enlifts them, who is obli- 
ged, by this agreement, to furuifh them with fome 
clothes, worth about a tenth part of that fum. The debt 
is fecured by one of the company’s bills, but it is never 
paid unlcfs the debtor lives long enough to dlfcharge it 
out of his pay. 

A company which fupports itfelf, notwithftanding this 
contempt for the military order, and with foldicrs fo cor- 
rupt, may enable U 8 to judge of the progrefs which the 
arts of nrgociatlon have made in thefe latter ages. It has 
ever been necefTary to fupply the want of ftrength by 
treaties, by patience, by moderation, and by artifice ; but 
republicans fhould be well informed that fuch a ftate can 
only be a precarious one, and that political meafures, how 
well foever they may be combined, are not always able to 
refill the torrent of violence and the compulfion of circum- 
ilances. The fecurity of the company would require 
troops compofed of citizens ; but this arrangement is by 
no means pradlicabic ; for the depopulation of Holland 
would be the necefTary confequence of it. The govern- 
ment would oppofc it, and would make the following re- 
prefentations to this company, already too much favoured 
by the date 

. The defence and prefervation of our country is of in- 
finitely greater moment to us than the regulation of 
your affairs. Of what ufe would the gold be to us, 
“ with which your fhips would return laden, if our provin- 
“ CCS were to become defert ? If wc fhould ever ceafe to 
“ employ foreigners in our fervice, we fhall fupply their 
‘‘ place in our armies, and not on board ytJWm^ips. -iLet 
US fend out of the country, and expofe \he li>:s 
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of as few of our fellow-citizens as pofTiblc. The chief 
men in our fadlories’ are fufficiently opulent to preferve 
« tbemfelves by all the known precautions, from the fatal 
influence of a peflilential climate. Of what confe- 
<< quence is it to us, whether a parcel of Germans, fuc- 
“ cecding each other, fliould perifh or not, if there are 
“ enough hill of them to be found, whom mifery has 
‘‘ driven out of their country, or who will fuft'er them- 
felves to be amufed with the hopes of a fortune which 
“ they will never make ? Their pay ceafes the moment 
“ they expire ; while our coffers are continually filling, 
“ and our provinces are not thinned. The fecurity of 
the company depends upon that of the republic; and what 
will become of the fecurity of the republic, if, by a con- 
“ ftant depopulation wc fhould reduce our country to 
the miferable condition of our colonies V* 

The company, therefore, will never be ferved by any 
but foreign troops ; and it will never infpire them with 
that public fpirit, that cnthufiafm for glory, w'hich it has 
not itfelf. In this refpeiSl:, it is the fame with a company 
as with a government, which ought always to form its 
troops upon thofe principles only that are the bafis of its 
own conditution. Economy, and the delire of gain, 
arc the principles of adminiftration adopted by the com- 
pany. Thefe are the motives that fhould be employed to 
attach the foldier to their fervice. As he is engaged in 
commercial expeditions, he fhould be affured of a reward 
proportioned to the means he hath exerted in forwarding 
their fuccefs ; and Iiis pay fhould be made out to him in 
flock. Then pcrfonal interefts, far from weakening the 
general fprings of government, wdll only ferve to flrengthen 
them. , 

If thefe reftedlions, however, fliould not induce the 
company to alter this important part of their adminillra- 
ti«n, let them at Icaft be roufed by the profpe^I of the 
dangers that threaten them. If they were attacked in In- 
dia, they would be deprived of their fettlements there in 
much lefs time than they employed in wrelling them from 
the Portuguefe: Their belt towns are in a defencelefs 
Hate, and thc^avy would be incapable of protcdling them. 
TJj^C^ fingle fhip of the line to be feen in the 

and it w^ould be impoffible to lit out merchantmen 
as men of war. The flrongefl of thofe that return to Eu- 
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rope have not one hundred men ; and if the fallors, dif. 
perfed in all the fhips that fah to India, were collciird, 
there would not be a fiifiicient number to form one finglc 
fhip^s crew. Any man accu Homed to calculate probable 
events, would not fcruple to fay, that the power of the 
Dutch might be annihilated in Afia, before the Hate could 
come to the alTiHance of the company. The only bafis 
upon which this apparently gigantic colofTus is fixed, is 
the Molucca iflands. Six men of war, and fifteen hun- 
dred land forces, would be more than fufficient to feciirc 
the conqueH of them, wliich might be cffedled cither by 
the French or the Englifh. 

If the court of Veriallles fliould form this enterprife, 
their fe]uadron would fail from the ife of France, and bear 
down upon Ternate, where a commencement of hoHilitics 
would give the firH intelligence of its arrival in thofe feas. 
A fort witliout outworks, and which might be battered 
from the fhips, would not make much ref Hancc. Amboy- 
na, which formerly had a rampart, a bad ditch, and four 
fmall baHions, has been fo frequently fubverted by earth- 
quakes, that it cannot be in a condition to put a ftop to 
an enterprif ng enemy for two days. Banda has its pecu- 
liar difficulties. There is no bottom round thefe ifands; 
and there are fuch violent currents, that, if two or three 
channels which lead up to it were milled, the vefTels would 
be unavoidably carried away under the wind. But this 
miglit be cafly prevented by the pilots of Amboyna. 
There is notliing more to attack, than a w.ill without a 
ditch, or a covert w'ay, defended only by iVnr baHions, 
in bad condition. A fmall fort, erecled upon an emi- 
nence tliat commands the place, could not prolong its dc<- 
fence for four-and twenty hours- 

All perfons who have feen the Moluccas, and examined 
them attentively, agree, that they would not hold out one 
month againH the forces we have mentioned. If, as it- is 
probable, the garrifons, exceffivciy reduced in number 
from motives of economy, enervated by the badnefs 
of the climate, or exafperated by the ill treatment they 
receive, ffiould refufe to fght, or ffiould make but a 
feeble refftance, the conqiicH would be rqpre rapid. To 
fecure it as firmly as it defer ves, it would be to 
take pofTcffion of Batavia ; a circumHance not fo difficifit 
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as it may feem . The fquadron, with the foldiers 

that were not left in garrifon, and as many of the Dutch 
troops as diould have joined the conqueror, with a timely 
reinforcement of eight or nine hundred men would in- 
fallibly accorriplifh this enterprize.^ 

It would not, indeed, be pcflible to lay fiege to the 
place by fea. The water is generally fo (hallow under ita 
walls, that the (hips would never get near enough to the 
foitifications, to batter them. Tire enemy would, there- 
fore, be obliged to land their troops for the attack. This 
landing, perhaps, has been made impracficable in feveral 
places, particularly at the moiiLli of the river which em- 
bellidics the city. But upon a flat coafl, which is accef- 
flble in all parts to boats, the defeent may be confldered 
as already accomplilhed. 

The bdiegers, once cflabhlhcd on land, would meet 
with nothing but a city of a league in circumference, de- 
fended by a double ditch, more or Icfs deep ; by a low 
rampart which is falling to ruin ; by an iiaegular and ill- 
fupported citadel ; by a few Indians, without courage or 
experience, colle(fted fi'om different countries ; by a fmall 
number of white troops difl'atislied with their condition, 
and commanded by oflicers w’ho have neither rank nor ex- 
perience. Is it to be prefumed, that fuch obflacle^ would 
retard the progrefs of enter prifing ti-oops, animated with 
the expeftations of an immenfe booty ? Certainly not[: and 
accordingly the hopes of the Dutch are founded upon ano- 
ther bafis. 

The climate of Batavia is fo deftru6live, that a confide- 
rable part of the foldiers conveyed there from our coun- 
tries ptiifli in the courfeof the year. Many of thofe who 
efcape the flroke of death are languifbing in the hofpitals; 
and fcarce a fourth part remains to do the regular duty 
of the place. The Dutch flatter themfelves, that, by ad 
din^ to thefe ordinary caufes of fatality the help of a 
general inundation which is eafily done, they would dig a 
grave for the befiegers, or force them to re-embark. 
Blind as they are, not to fee that time only can fet all 
thefe means of dcfl;ru£lion at work ; and the capture 
of the place would be nothing more than the coup de main 
of a warlike ^’j’dTntcrprifing nation. 

yifc piaV of conquefl that France might form, would 
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equally fuit the intereft of Great Britain j with this dif- 
ference, that the Englifh would, in the firll place, per- 
haps, make thcmfclves mafters of the Cape of Good Hope, 
an excellent harbour, which would facilitate their voyages 
to India, 

The^two fidcs of the harbour which leads up to the 
capital of this famous t:olony,"are defended by a number of 
redoubts, judicioufly difpofed : but their batteries would 
foon be difmounted by the (hips, which can anchor near 
enough to the land to play upon them. The fort erefled 
near the ihore would lhare the fame fate, and would make Hill 
Icfs refiftance to the mod trifling force that Ihould attack 
it by land. Conftrufted without art, commanded on all 
fides and being incapable of containing more than live or 
fix hundred troops, it would infallibly be reduced in lefs 
than four-and-twenty hours, with a few bombs. The in- 
habitants of the colony, difperfed throughout an immenfe 
fpace, and leparated from each other by deferts, would 
not have time to come to its relief. Perhaps they w'ould 
not, if it were in their power. We may be allowed to 
fuppofe, that the oppreflion under which they groan, may 
make them wiih for a change of government. 

Motives <zuhich If the republic of Holland fhould 
the republic may not confider as imaginary the dangers 
have not to fuf- to which our regard for the general good 
fer the ruin of of nations makes us apprehend her com- 
the company, merce and her poflelfions in India may 
be expoled, it ought to omit no precau- 
tion to prevent them ; for this is one of the moll impoi*- 
tant cares it can be employed in. What advantages hath 
not the {late acquired, for thelc two centuries pall, from 
thefe dillant regions \ What advantages docs it not Hill de- 
rive from tliem ? 

Firil, the fociety of merchants, who rule thefe fe\jcral 
fettlements, which they have formed thcmfelves, without 
any airillance from government, have fucceflively purcha- 
fed the renewal of their charter. In 1602, they obtained 
< their flrll grant for 55,000 livres [229 il. 138. 4d.] 
Twenty years after this, it was gratuitoufly renewed. 
From 1643 to 1646, it was prolonged only ti^OjJi^rionths 
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to fix months, for reafona which we are not acquainted 
with. At this period, a gift of 3,300,000 livres 
[137,500!.] occafioned it to be granted a-hew for five- 
and-twent;f years. This term was not yet expired, when, 
in 1665, the monopoly wasfecured to them till 1700 upon 
condition that they fhould maintain, for the ufe of the 
flate, twenty fhips of war, during all the time that the 
hoftilities, commenced between the republic and England, 
fliould continue. This privileged aflociation was again 
allowed to purfiie its commercial operations till 1 740, for 
a fum of 6,600,000 livres [275,000!.] In the two fol- 
lowing years, its fate was precarious : then it acquired a 
lirm ellablifliment for twelve years, by paying three per 
cent, upon the divifion of its (hares ; and afterwards, for 
twenty years longer, in confideration of 2,640,000 livres 
[no, cool.] to be paid in fpccie, or in faltpetre. In 
1774, its privileges were reftrained to two years, and foon 
extended to twenty, upon condition that it Ihould give up 
three per cent, of its dividend. 

In critical times, the company have (lept in to tlie af- 
fihancc of the public treafwrc, already exhaufted, or nearly 
fo. It is true, they have fooner or later been reimburfed 
for thefe advances ; but a condudl fo noble relieved and 
encouraged the citizens. 

A great quantity of faltpetre was wanted for the ufe 
of the fea and land fervice : this company has obliged it- 
felf to furnifli it at a low price, and in this manner has re- 
lieved the treafury. 

The manufadlures of Haerlcm and i.eyden were de- 
creafing every day ; but their decline has been retarded, 
and, perhaps, their total extinction prevented, by the en- 
gagements which the company have entered into, to ex- 
port to the amount of 440,000 livres [20,333]. 6s. 8(1.] 
of the goods manufa6lured at thefe places. They have 
al[o agreed to furnilh them with filks, upon terms, which 
cannot fall of being burdenfome to them. 

The perpetual revenue of thirty-three lhares and one- 
third has been granted to the iladtholder ; and it is to be 
hoped, that this facrifice, made by the company to the 
firll magiltratc of the (late, may turn out to the advan- 
ta^of ^^rEpublic. 

^ tKc merchandize exported to India, or imported from 
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thence, were formerly fubjedl to confiderable taxes ; the 
mode of colleding which was very embarralTing. Thirty 
years ago, it was obferved, that the regular produce of 
thefe imports was 850,000 livres [35,416!. 13.^, 4d.] and 
hnee that period, the company pays that fum into the 
treafury every year. ' 

Befide the burdens which are to fall upon the company 
in general, the proprietors have IHll obligations of their 
own to fulfil. For more than a century pall:, they paid 
annually to the ftate fix per cent, tipon the original value 
of each rtiare. In 1777, this tax was reduced to four and 
a half per cent, and it cannot be increafed again till the 
dividend fhall have arii'en beyond twelve and a half per 
cent. The proprietors ar^ alfo to pay upon the purchafe 
of each (hare, a duty called ylmpt-Gchiy and which, from 
%hirty-nine livres twelve fols [il. 13s.] has been lately re- 
duced to four livres eight lols [3s. 8d.] 

Let us add to all thefe taxes the profits accruing to the 
rt ate from the fale of for ty-five millions of livres[ 1,8 75, cool.] 
worth of goods, obtained with four or five millions [from 
1 66,6661. 13s. 4d. to 208,333!. 6s. 8d.] of fpecie, and 
not the fourth part of which is confumed upon the terri- 
tory of the republic. Let us add the immenfe profits 
that the refelling of thefe goods brings in to the mer- 
chants, and tlie vart fpeculations of which it is the caufe. 
Let us add ^he multiplicity and extent of private fortunes 
amafTcd formerly, as well as in our days, in India. Let 
us add the experience which the Tailors acquire. from thefe 
voyages, and the fpirit they infufe into the navy, and vve 
fhall then iiave a proper idea of the refources the govern- 
ment has found from its polfeflions in Afia. The exclii- 
five charter by which thefe pofTefTions arc holden and cul- 
tivated, ought even to procure Hill greater advantages to 
the United Provinces ; the reafon of this is evident. 

It has ever been acknowledged by all nations, whatever 
the fyrtem of their government might be, that the riches 
acquired in any country ought to contribute to the ex- 
pences of the ilate. The reafon of this grand maxim is 
evident to all capacities. Private fortunes are fo effen- 
tially connedded with public profperity, that, when the 
latter is injured, the former muft neceffarlly Thus, 

when the fubjeds of a ilate ferve it with their fortun'^& or 
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their perfons, they do nothing more than defend their own 
private interefts. The profperlty of the country is the 
profperity of each individual. This maxim, which is true 
in iill governments, has a particular propriety when ap- 
plied to free focieties. 

Moreover, there are bodies of ^ men, whofe Interefl, 
either from the nature of thofe bodies, their extenfive re- 
lations, or the variety of their views, are more eflentially 
conneded with the common intereft. Of this kind is the 
Eaft India company in Holland. The enemies to its 
trade are enemies to the republic ; and its fecurity is efta- 
bliihed on the fame bads with that of the (late. 

In the opinion of men of the bed difeernment, the na- 
tional debt has fenfibly weakened the United Provinces, 
and affeeded the general welfare, by gradually increafing 
the load of taxes, of which it was the firil caiife. The 
republic can never be reftored to its original fplendour, till 
k be rcleafed from the enormous burden under which it is 
opprefled : and this relief can only be expeded from a 
company, which it has always encouraged, proteded, and 
favoured. To place this powerful body in a fituatioii to 
render the highell fervices to the country, it will by ncr 
means be neceflary to reduce the profits of the proprie- 
tors ; it will be fufficient to bring them back to thofe prin- 
ciples of economy and limplicity, and to that plan of ad- 
mlniftration, which laid the foundation of their firfl pro- 
fperity. 

A reformation fo neceflary will ad- 
mit of no delay. This confidence is 
due to a government which has always 
endeavoured to maintain a great number 
of citizens within itfclf, and to employ 
only a fmall part of them in its dillant 
fettlements. It was at the expence of all 
Europe, that Holland was continually Increafing the num- 
be*r of its fubjeds ; the liberty of confcience allowed 
there, and the moderation of the laws, attraded all per- 
fons who were opprefled, in feveral other places, by a fpi- 
rit of intoleration, and the feverity of government. 

The republic have procured means of fubfiftence to all 
perfons who IiA/e been willing to fettle and work amonir 
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them : the inhabitants of a country ruined by war, were 
feen to feck fecurity and employment in Holland. 

Agriculture could never be a confiderable objc6l in 
Holland, although the land was very well cultivated : but 
the herring fifhery fupplied the place of agriculture. 
This was a new iftode of fubhllence, afehool for fearacn. 
Born upon the waters, they ploughed the fea, from 
whence they got their food • they grew familiar with 
llorms ; and, from the multitude of liaziards to which 
they were expofed, they learn to overcome dangers. 

The carrying trade which the republic was continually 
employed in from one European nation to another, was 
alfo a kind of navigation, which, without deftroying 
men, fupplied them with fubfiftence by labour. 

In a word, navigation, which depopulates a part of 
Europe, peopled Holland. It was, as it were, the pro- 
duce of the country. Her fhips were her landed eftates, 
which fhe made the moll of, at the expence of the {Iran- 
ger. 

Few of the inhabitants of Holland knew any thing of 
thofe convcuiencies of life which could only be procured 
at a very high price ; all, or almoll all of them, were un- 
acquainted with luxury. A fpirit of order, frugality, and 
even avarice, prevailed throughout the nation, and was 
carefully kept up by the government. 

The colonies were condiufted by the fame fpliit. 

The defign of prcferving,their population prevailed in 
the military fyftem ; the republic maintained a great num- 
ber of foreign troops in Europe, and fume in the co- 
lonies. . 

The fallors in Holland were well paid ; and foreign fea- 
men \vcre conllantly employed either on board their trad- 
ing veffels, ur their men of war. 

For the piirpofca of corr\merce, it is ncceflary, that har- 
mony fliould be preferved at home, and peace abroad. 
No people, except the Swifs, look more care to keep on 
good terms with their neighbours; and they endeavoured, 
ilill more than the Swifs, to encourage peace among 
tliem. 

The republic had intended to preferve unanimity among 
her citizens by very excellent laws, which I^tDuld preferibe 
the duties of every ilation, by a fpeedy and di{int€fcJb?d 
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adrrjniftratlon of juftice, and by regulations admirably 
well adapted to the merchants. She felt the ncceflity of 
good faith, fliewcd it by her obfervance of treaties, and 
endeavoured to inculcate the fame principle among indi- 
viduals. 

In a word, we know of no nation in Europe that had 
confidered better what its united advantages of fituation, 
ftrength, and population, allowed it to undertake ; or that 
had known and followed more cfFedlually the means of in- 
creafiiig both its population and its ilrength. We know 
of none, which having fuch objects in view as an extenfivc 
commerce and liberty mutually attradling and lupporting 
each other, hath conduced itfelf in a 'better manner for 
the prefervation of both the one and the other. 

But how are thefe manners already changed and dege- 
nerated from the purity of a republican government ! Per- 
fonal intcrefts, which become laudable by being combined, 
are now totally fclhlh, and comi])iion is become general. 
There is no patriotifm in that country, which, above all 
others in the univerfe, fhould infpire its inhabitants with 
more Hedfaft attachments. 

What patriotic fentiments, indeed, might we not expetb 
from a nation that can fay to itfelf, thi> land which 1 
habit, has been fertilized by me ; it is I who liave embel- 
li/hed, who have created it. This threatening fea, which 
deluged all our plains, rages in vain againfl the p<;werful 
dikes I have oppofed to its fury. 1 have piirihcd this air, 
which flagnant waters had filled with fatal exhalations. 1l 
is by my means that fuperb cities Hand now upon the flhnc 
and mud over which the ocean once rolled it waves. The 
ports I have contlructed, the canals I have digged, re- 
ceive the produclions of the whole univerfe, which I dif- 
penfe at pleafure. The inheritances of other nations arc 
only pofleflions which man difputes with man ; that which 
I fliall leave to my poHcrity, 1 have raviihed from the ele- 
ments which confpired againll my territory, and am now 
the mafter of it. Here it is that 1 have cltabhThed a new 
arrangement of nature, a iww lyllem of inorality. I have 
done every thing where there was nothing. Air, land, 
government, liberty, aU thefe are myw'orks. I enjoj the 
glory of the palt^: and when I call a look into futurity, I 
A’lth fatisfadtion that my afhes will reit quietly on the 
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fame fpot where my forefathers faw the breaking* of 
llorn)8. 

What motives thefc for idolizing one V country ! Yet 
there is no longer any public fpirit in Holland : it is a 
whole, the parts of which have no other relation among 
thcmfelves than the fpot they occupy, Meannefs, bafe- 
nefs, and difhonefty, cbaradlcrife now the conquerors of 
Philip. They make a traffic of their oath as of their mer- 
chandize ; and they will foon become the refufe of the uni- 
verfe, which they had aftonifhed by their indullry and by 
• their virtues. 

Men, unworthy of the government under which ye live, 
fhudder at leaf! at the dangers that furround you ! Thofc 
that have flaviOi fouls, are not far removed from flavery. 
The facred fire of liberty can only be kept up by chafte 
hands. Ye arc not now in the fame ftatc of anarchy as 
when the fovereigns of Europe, all equally oppofed by the 
nobles in their refpedfive dates, could not carry on their 
defigns either with fecrecy, unanimity, or difpatch ; as 
when the equilibrium of the feveral powers was merely the 
cffc£l of their mutual debility. At prefent, power grown 
more independent, confirms thofe advantages to a monar- 
chy, which a free ftate can never enjoy. What have re- 
publicans to oppofe to a fuperiority fo formidable ? Their 
virtues ; but ye have loll them. The corruption of your 
manners, and of your magillrates, encourages everywhere 
the detrarftors of liberty ; and perhaps your fatal example 
is the means of impofing a heavier yoke on other nations. 
What anfwer would you wilh us to make to thofe men, 
who either from the prejudice of education or from mifre- 
prefentations, are perpetually telling us, this is the go- 
vernment which you extol lomuch in your writings ; thefe 
are the Irappy confcqucnces of that fyllem of liberty you 
hold fo dear ? To thole vices which you have laid to ^hc 
charge of defpotifm, they have added another*, w'hich lijr- 
pall'es them all, the inability to Hop the progrefa of evil. 
Wha. anfwer can be given to fo ftvere a falire on demo- 
cracy ? 

Induftrious Batavians, formerly fo poor, fo brave, and 
fo feu midable, at prefent fo opulent and fo feeble, tremble 
at the idea of being again reduced to crouch under the 
yoke of arbitrary power, which you have thrown off, and 



Book IN THE EAST AKE) WEST INt)lES# 2(5^ 

which ftill threatens you. It is not T who give you this 
caution ; it is the voice of your anceftors which thus calls 
out to you from the bottom of their tombs. 

“ Was it then to be rcferved for this ignominy, that 
we purpled the fcas with our blood, and ftaiiicd this 
“ land with it ? The wretchednefs which we could not 
“ fupport, is that which yc are preparing for yourfelves. 
“ That gold vyhich ye accumulate and hold fo dear, is that 
“ wliich has placed you under the dependence of one of 
“ your enemies. Ye tremble in his prefencc, from appre- 
lieiifions that ye Hiall lofe the riches ye have entrufted 
him with. Whenever he commands, you obey. Alas! 
let thefe perfidious riches go, if it be uecefTary, and re*- 
“ cover your dignity. Then it is, that rather tlian fuh- 
“ mit to the yoke, whatever it may be, you will choofe 
to throw down with your own hands the barriers you 
“ have raifed againft the fca, and to bury yourfelve&> toge^ 
** ther with your enemies,, under the waters. 

“ But if, ii> your prefent abjedl and pufillanimous (late, 
it fhould happen that ambition fhould lead again a hoft- 
ile army into the centre of your provinces, or under the 
*< walls of your capital; fay, how would you aft upon 
fuch an event I You arc told that you mud in a mo- 
** ment either refolve to open the gates of your city to 
the enemy, or to burll your dikes. Would you hefi- 
“ rate and exclaim : our dikes ! our dikes ! But we 
perceive that you turn pale. Alas ! We fee too plainly 
“ that your wretched defeendants do not retain one fpark 
oC the virtue of their ancellors- 

What (Irange infatuation could induce them to give 
** thcmfelves a madcr ? But what more ftrange infatuation 
dill could lead them to perpetuate his authority, by 
rendering it hereditary. We fhould fay, Woe ! to 
thofe perfons who flattered themfelves that tl.cy should 
alternately maintain their fway over the prince, by the 
“ 'gratitude he owed them, and over the republic, by the 
fupport they fliould have from the prince, if they had 
not themfelves been the vidlims ol their bafe policy, 
and if it had not plunged them into retirement and ob- 
** feurity; puiylhmcnts of the fevereft kind to men of in- 
** trlgue and ambition. A free and commercial people, 
giving themfelves a mailer I A people to whom liberty 
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** fl\ou]d appear the moi'c precious, as they have the more 
“ reafonfi to fear that their proje£ls fiioiild be made known, 
“ their fpeoulationsinterrupted, their enterprifes thwarted, 
the pods of the Hate filled by traitors, and thofe of 
their colonies bedowed on unworthy foreigners. You 
truft in the judice and good fentiments of your prefent 
“ chief, and perhaps with rcafon. But who will infure to 
** ^ou that his virtues fhall be tranfmitted to his fuccef* 
lor ; or trom him to the next, and fo on from one 
“ generation to anothe*', to all the pofterity that fhall de- 
“ fociul from him ? 

“ O ye, om* fellow- citizens and our children ! may fu- 
tore events difprovc this fatal prophecy I But if you 
“ would but refiecl one inomei>*, or if you had the 
lead concern fin* tlie fate of your progeny, you 
“ would already fee preparing before your cy^s the chains 
“ that are dedined for them. They are foreigners who 
“ line the decks of your fliips ; they are foreigners who 
compofc and command your armies. Took into the 
hidorical annals of all nations ; read and fhudder at the, 
ncceffary confequences of fo imprudent a dep. That 
“ opulence which lulls you in a date of lethargy, and 
keeps you in fubjecAion to a' power that is your rival, 
** tliat very opulence itfelf will excite the cupidity of that 
power which you have created in the rnidd of yoiir- 
** I'elvcs. You wid be deprived of it, and at the fame 
time of yom liberty. You will be annihilated j for you 
‘‘ will foek for your courage wdthin yourftlves, and you 
** will not li.id it. 

“ Be not deceived ; your prefent condition is more de- 
plorable than ours ever wa';. The advantage ol an in- 
“ liigent people groaning- under opprefiion is, that .they 
** have nothing to lofe but life, which is a burden to them. 

Tb.e misfortune <;f a people enervated by riches is, that 
“ they le)fc all for want of courage to defend theilt. 
** Roufe yoiirielvcR, tlmrcfore, and'^behold the fiiccefiive 
progrtls of your degradation. Behold how much you 
“ are fallen off from that date of fplendour to which we 
“ had raifed ourfelves ; and endeavour to afeend to it 
‘‘ again, if however it be dill pradficable.Vv 

This is what your illudrioCis aud brave ancedors declare 
to you by my voice. Of what confequcnce, you will an- 
fwer me, are our prefent decline, of our future misfortunes 
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to you ? Are you our fellow citizen ? Have you any dwell- 
ing, any wife, any children in our cities ? I reply ; of what 
concern is it to you where I was born, who I am, or where 
I dwell, if what I tell you be but the truth ? Did the an- 
cients ever afk the augur in what country he had firil fecn 
the light ; or upon what oak relied the prophetic bird 
which announced them a vitlory or a defeat ? Batavians, 
the delliny of every commercial nation is to be rich, effe- 
minate, corrupt, anid fubdued. Aik yourfelves what you 
have to cxpetl. 


BOOK III. 

SETTLEMENTS, TRADE, AND CONCtUESTS, OF THE 
ENGLISH IN THE EAST INDIES. 


W E are totally unacquainted either Sketch of the 
witli the period in which the ancient ^ate of 
Britilh ifles were peopled, or with the the Knglijh cain^ 
oiigin of their lii!l inhabitants. All we merce, 
can learn from the motl authentic hiito- 
rical records, is, that they were iucceflively vifited by the 
Phoenicians, the Carthaginians, and the Gauls. Tiie 
traders of thefe nations tiled to go there to exchange earth- 
en veffels, fait, all kinds of iron and copper inilruments, 
for ikins, ilavcs, liounds, and bulhdogs, and efpecially for 
tin. The commodities exchanged were valued in propor- 
tion to their utility. Such mercantile articles werebrought 
to thefe people, as they undoubtedly fet a higher value 
upon, than thofe which they offered in exchange. Neither 
of thefe parties are to be aceufed either of ignorance or dif- 
honelly. To wliatever country of the iiniverfe we -may 
repair, men wj]} always be found as cunning as oiirfelves ; 
and they will ever give thole things they eflecm the lead, 
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tti return for thofe^ which iire in greater repute among" 
them. 

•A mere Joofe fpeculation would lead us to imagine, that 
iflanders have been the firit civilized people among man- 
kind. Nothing puts a ftop to the excurfions of people 
living on a contlntnt : they may roVe about in quell of 
fubli(lence, and yet withdraw themfdves from the feene 
of war. In iHands, it fhould feem, that the eftablilh- 
ment of laws and mutual compads, mull of courfc be- 
come fooncr necefTary, from the unavoidable conflids of 
war, and the inconvcniencies of a too limited focitty. 
We obferve, on the contrary, that the manners and the 
government of iflandeis, are formed later and more imper- 
iedly. It is among thefc people that we trace tlic origin 
of that multitude of fingnlar inftitutions that retard th5 
jirogrefs of population. Anthropophagy, the callration 
of males, the infibulation of females, late marriages, the 
confecration of virginity, the approbation of celibacy, the 
punifhments cxercifed againft girls who become mothers at 
too early an age j perhaps alfo fallings, felf-denials, and 
all thofe extravagancies that vs^ould arife in convents, if 
there were a njonallery of men and women intermixed, in 
which the number of the former was by far the greateft, 
and without any poflibility of emigration. 

When thefe iflanders have found out the means of efcap- 
ing from the naiTow circuit in which natural caufes had 
confined them during a feries of ages, they carry their 
cudoma along with them to the continents, w’hcre they 
have been perpetuated from one century to another, and 
where philofophers of our days are frill embarrallcd to in- 
vclligate the uafon of them. The fuperabundance of po- 
pulation in iflauds, was the caufe of the tardy progrefs of 
civilization among their inhabitants j fince it became ne~ 
ceflary to put a continual Hop to that fuperabundance by 
violent mealurcs. An extreme Rate of barbarifm prcvailsi 
upon that Ipot, wlierc the membeis of the farrie family are 
compelled to extirpate each other. It is the intercourfc 
of people among themfelves, which diminiflies their fera- 
city^ as it is their feparailon from each other which con- 
tributes to prolong it. The iflanders of our days have not 
entirely loft their primitive charaifler; and perhaps an at- 
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tentive obfervcr might find fome traces of it even in GrcaC 
Britain. 

The dominion of the Romans was not fufficiently dur- 
able, nor fufficiently uninterrupted to improve, in ai\y con* 
fiderable degree, the induftry of the Britons. Even the 
fmall progrefs that hufbandry and the arts had made dur- 
ing this period, was loll: as foon as that haughty power 
had determined to abandon this conquell. The fpirit of 
fiavery which the fouthern inhabitants of Britain had con- 
trafted, deprived them of the courage necefiary to refill^ 
at firft, the overflowings of their neighbours the Pi6ls, 
who had faved thcmfelvcs from the yoke by flying to- 
wards the north of the ifland, and prevented them after- . 
wards from being able to oppofe the more dellrudlivc, 
more obflinate, and more numerous, expeditions of plun- 
derers, that poured in fwarms from the northern parts of 
Europe. 

All nations were afFe6fed with this dreadful fcourge, 
the mod deflru(ftive, perhaps, that ever was recorded in 
the annals of the world ; but the calamities whicli Great 
Britain particularly experienced are inexpreffible. Every 
year, fevcral times even in a year, her countries were ra- 
vaged, her houfes burnt, her women raviflied, her temples 
{tripped, her inhabitants maflacred, put to torture, or en- 
fiaved. All thefe misfortunes fuccceded each other with 
inconceivable rapidity. When the country was fo far de- 
ftroyed that nothing remained to glut the avidity of thefe 
barbarians, they feiz«d on the land itfelf. One nation fuc- 
ceeded another. One band fupervening, expelled or ex- 
terminated the one that was already eftablflhed ; and this 
fucceffiou of revolutions conflantly kept np indolence, 
miftrufl, and mifery. In this difpiriting times, the Britons 
had fcarce any commercial conne^Iion with the continent. 
Exchanges were even fo rare among them, that it was 
.neceffary to have witnefles for the fale of the lead trifle. 

It might have been cxpedled that the union of the two 
kingdoms would have put a flop to thefe calamiti(.‘s, when 
William the Conqueror fubdued Great Britain a little 
while after the middle of the eleventh century. His fol- 
lowers came from countries rather more civilized, more 
active, and more induftrious, than thofe they came to fet- 
tle iu. -Such a communication ought naturally to have 
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reiSlified and enlarged the ideas of the conquered people. 
Unfortunately the introdudlion oT the feudal government 
occafioned fo fpccdy and fo complete a revolution in mat- 
ters of property, that every thing was thrown into con- 
fulion/ 

, The minds of men were fcarccly fettled, and the con- 
querors and the conquered had juft begun to confider 
themfclves as (xie and the fame people, when the abilities 
and ftrength of the nation were engaged in fupporting the 
pretcnlions of their lovereigns to the crown of France. In 
ihefe obftinate wars, the Englidi difplayed military talents 
and courage ; but, after feveral great efforts, and confi- 
derable fuccefs, they were forced back into their ifland, 
where domeftic troubles expofed them to frefh calami- 
ties. 

During tiicfc different periods, the whole commerce 
was in the hands of the Jews and the bankers of Lom- 
bardy, who were alternately favoured and robbed, confi- 
dered as ufeful perfons, and condemned to death, expelled, 
and recalled. Thefe tumults were increafed by the auda- 
city of the pirates, who, being fometlmes protedfed by 
the government, with which tb.ey fhared their fpoils, at- 
tacked all {l\Ips indifcriininately, and frequently fank their 
crews, d'he intercil of money was at fifty per cent. 
T^cather, furs, butter, lead, and tin, were the only things 
exported from England at a very moderate rate, and thirty 
tlioufaiid Tacks of wool, which returned annually a more 
coiiiidetnhle Turn. As the Englifli weie then totally un- 
acquainted with the art of dyeing this wool, and manu- 
facturing It with elegance, the greateft part of this money 
returned. To remedy this inconvenience, foreign ma- 
nufaClurcrs were invited, and the people were prohibited 
from w'caring any clothes that were not of home manu- 
fadture. At the fame time, the exportation of manu- 
ladlurcd wool and wrought iron was forbidden ; two 
laws altogether worthy of the age in which they were in- 
ftitute<k 

Henry VII pern ltted the barons to difpofe of their 
lands, and the common people to buy them. This regu- 
gulation diminiihed the inequality which fubfifted before 
between the fortunes of the lords and their vaffals ; it 
made the latter more independent, and infpired fhe people 
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with a a clefire of enriching themfelves , and with the 
hope of enjoying their riches. There were many obfta- 
cles to this wi(h and this hope ; fomc of which were re- 
moved. The company of merchants cilabliihed at Lon- 
don was prevented Jrom exadfing in future the fum of one 
thoufand fivchuudred and feventy-five Hvre 8 [ 65 l los. 6d.] 
from each of the other merchants in the kingdom, defir- 
ons of trading at the great fairs of the Low Countries. 

In order to fix a greater number of people to the labours - 
of huibandry, it was enadied, that no perfon fliould put 
his foil or daughter out to any kind of apprenticefliip, 
without being pofTeffed of a revenue of twenty-two livres 
ten fols [i8s. 4 d.] in landed property: this abfurd law 
was afterwards mitigated. 

Unfortunately that law which regulated tlie price of 
all forts of proviiions, of woollens, of workmen’s wages, ^ 
of {luffs', and of clothing, was maintained in full force. 
Other impediments even were thrown in tl^e way of com- 
merce, on account of fome pernicious combinations that 
were fet on foot. It was a circumilance then unknown, 
that money, which is the reprefentative of every thing, is, 
ill its twni, reprefented by all vendible articles ; tliat it is a 
commodity, which, like all others, muH be left to itfclf ; 
that the value of it muil neceffajily rile or diminilh every 
inllant, from an infinite number of diflerent incidents;, 
that every regulation of policy upon this matter cannot 
but be abfiud and detrimental ; that one of the means of 
multiplying iifurcrs is to forbid iifury, becaufe this prohi- 
bition becomes an cxclufive privilege for any one who fets 
the fenfe of Pname at defiance ; that every law is ridicu- 
lous whenever there are pofitive means of eluding it j that 
the general competition which would arife frorri, an un- 
limited liberty of trading with money, would nectfTarily 
reduce it to a lower intereii ; that ruinous loans, Vvhidi 
.it is tlie intention to jirevcnt, would be Icfs frequent, 
fmee the borrower would liave nothing to pay but the 
value of the money borrow-ed ; where^as, in the prefent 
ftate of things, we m^ift add to this value the price which 
the uferer fets upon his confcieiice, upon his honour, and 
upon the riik he runs of committing an illegal aft ; a 
price which rifes in proportion to the fcarcity of ufurers, . 

M 6. 
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the rigour with which the prohibitive law is ob- 

ferved. 

From the fame want of difcernment, the exportation 
of money in any kind of coin was forbidden ;* and, in 
order to prevent foreign merchants from carrying it clan- 
dcftinelyaway, they were compelled to change into Englifh 
merchandize the entire produce of the goods tliey had 
brought into England. The exportation of horfes was like- 
wife prohibited ; and the people were not fufficiently en- 
lightened to difeover that fuch a prohibition would necef- 
larily caufe the propagation and improvement of the fpccies 
to be neglected. At length, corporations were ellablifhed in 
all the towns ; that is to fay, the ftate auihorifcd all per- 
fons of the fame profcfTion to make fuch regulations as 
they fliould think necelfary for their exclufive preferva- 
tion and fuccefs. The nation is Hill opprefTcd with a re- 
gulation fo contrary to general induftry, and which re- 
duces every thyig to a kind of monopoly. 

Upon confidcring fuch a number of (Irange laws, we 
might be induced to think that Henry was either indif- 
ferent about the profperity of his kingdom, or that he 
was totally deficient in underftanding. Neverthelefs, it 
is certain that this prince, notwithftanding his extreme 
avarice, often lent confidcrable fums of money, without 
intercil, to merchants who had not property fufficient to 
carry on the fchemes they had planned : befides, the 
wnfdom of his government is fo well confirmed, that he is 
uccounted, with reafon, one of the greateft monarchs that 
ever fat upon the throne of England. But, notwithfiand- 
ing all the eftorts of genius, it requires a fuccelTion of fe- 
veral ages before any fcience can be reduced to fimple 
principles. It is the fame thing with theories as with ma- 
chines, which are always very complicated at firft, and 
whicli arc only freed in the courfe of time, by obfervation 
and experience from thofe ufclefs wheels which ferved 
merely to increafe their friij^ion. 

The knowledge of the fucceeding reigns was not much 
more extenfive upon thofe matters we are treating of. 
jSome Flemings, fettled in England, were the only good 
workmen in that (;ountry ; they were almoil: always in- 
fultcd and oppreffed by the Engli/h workmen, who were 
jealous of them without emulation. * The latter complaia^ 

3 
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cd that all the cuftomers went to the Fleminpjs, and that 
thefe occafioned a rife in the price of corn. The govern- 
ment adopted thefe popular prejudices, and forbade all 
llrangers to employ more than two workmen in their 
(hops. ITie merchants were not better treated'than the work- 
men ; and thofe even who were naturalized were obliged 
to pay the fame duties as aliens. Ignorance was fo gene- 
ral, that the cultivation of the beft lands was neglected, in 
order to convert them into paflures, even at the time that 
the number of fheep which might be in' one flock was re- 
flrained by the laws to two thoufand. All mercantile 
correfpondencies were centred in the Low Countries. 
The inhabitants of thefe provinces bought the Englifli 
commodities, and circulated them through the diflerent 
parts of Europe. It is probable that the nation would 
not have for a long time emerged from this fituation, 
had it not been for a concurrence of favourable circum- 
flances. 

The duke of Alva’s cnicltiet drove fevcral able manu- 
fadlurers into England, wlio carried the art of the fine 
Flemifh manufadlures to London. The perfecutions which 
tiie proteilants fufFered in France fupplied England with 
workmen of all kinds. Elizabeth, impatient of contra- 
diction, but knowing and defirous of doing what was 
right, at once defpotic and popular, with tiie advantages 
of a good underftanding, and of being properly obeyed, 
availed herfelf of the fermentation of men’s minds, as- 
prevalent throughout all her dominions as through the 
reil of Europe ; and while this fermentation produced, 
among other nations, nothing but tlieological difputes, 
and civil or foreign wars, in England it gave rife to a lively 
fpirltof emulation for commerce, and for the improvement 
of navigation. 

The Englifh learned to build their fliips at home, which 
• they bought before of the merchants of Lubec and Ham- 
burg. Tl\cy were foon the only perfons who traded to 
Mufeovy by the way of Archangel, newly dlfeovered ; 
and they prefently became competitors with the Hanfe 
towns in Germany, and in the north. They began to 
trade with Turkey. Several of their navigators attempt- 
ed, though in vain, to difeover a paflage to India by the 
northern fcas. At length, Drake, Stephens, Cavendifh, and. 
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fome others, reached that place, fome hy the South fea, and 
others by doubling the Cape of Good Hope. 

Firji ^myages of The fuccefs of thefe voyages was 
the Englijh to fufficient to determine the moll able 
India, merchants in London to cflablilh a com- 

pany in the year 1600, which obtained 
an exclufive privilege of trading to the Eaft Indies. The 
a(£l which granted this privilege fixed it for fifteen years. 
It declared, that if it fhould prove injurious to the Hate, it 
fiioiild be annulled, and the company fiippreffed, by giving 
two years previous notice to its members. 

This claufe of referve arofe from the difpleafure the 
commons had lately Ihevvn on account of a giant, the no- 
velty of which might poflibly offend them. The queen 
had returned to the houfe, and had fpoken on this occa- 
fioiv in a manner worthy to ferve as a lelfon to all fove- 
reigns. 

“ Gentlemen/* faid file to the members of the houft? 
commiflioned to return her thanks, “ I am extremely fen- 
“ iible of your attachment, and of the care you have ta- 
ken to give me an authentic teflimony of it. This af- 
fedlion for my perfon had determined you to apprize 
me of a fault I had inadvertently fallen into from ig- 
norance, but in which my will had no fhare. IF your 
** vigilance had not difeovered to me the mifehiefs Avhich 
“ my millakc might have produced, what pain fiiould T 
not have felt — I, who have nothing dearer to me than 
** the affe<i:lion aiid prefer vat ion of my people ? May my 
“ hand fuddenly wither, may my heart be (truck at once 
“ with a deadly blowq before I fliaU ever grant particular 
privileges that my fubjedts may have realon to complain 
of! The fplendour of the throne has not fo far dazzled 
“ my eyes, that I fiiould prefer the abule of an unbounded 
“ authority to the ufe of a power cxcrcifed by jufiice. • 
“ The brilliancy of royalty blinds only thofe princes who 
arc ignorant of the duties that the crown impofes. I- 
‘‘ dare believe that I ihall not be ranked among fuch mo- 
“ narchs. I know that I hold not the feeptre for my 
“ own proper advantage, and that 1 am entirely devoted 
“ to the fociety which has put its confidence in me. It 
“ is my happinefs to fee that the ftate lias hitlierto proL 
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“ pered under my government ; and that my fubjeds are 
“ worthy that I fhould yield up my crown and my life 

for their fakes. Impute not to me the improper mea- 
“ fares 1 may be engaged in, nor the irregularities which 

may be committed under the fandlion of my name. 
** You know that the miniders of princes are too often 
“ guided by private interelb, that truth feldom reaches 

the ears of kings, and that, obliged as they arc, from 
** the multiplicity of affairs they are laden with, to 
“ their attention on thofe which are of the greatell im- 
“ portance, it is impoflible they fliould fee every thing 
“ with their own eyes.” 

From the perufal of this wife fpeech we fhould be in- 
clined to believe, that an abfolute monarch, whoisjuli, 
fleady, and enlightened, would be the bell of princes ; 
but on the other hand, we Hioiild confider, that if his reign 
were to be lading, the people would negle£t the affertion 
of thofe rights, of Which they would have no occalion to 
avail themfelves ; and that nothing could he more fatal to 
them than the continuation of this lethargy, under a 
reign fimilar to the fird, unlefs it be the prolongation of 
it under a third. Nations fometimes make attempts to 
deliver themfelves from an opprelTion impofed by violence ; 
but never drive to fet themfelves free from a date of ila- 
very, into which they have been led by mild and gentle 
proceedings. Sooner or later a tyrant, either weak-mind- 
ed, or cruel, or devoid of underdanding, will luccced to the 
management of an abfolute power which has never been 
oppoied. The people who are thevidlims of this defpot- 
ifm, think they are dedined to be fo. They have lod 
the fenfe of liberty, which can only be maintained by per- 
petual exertion. Perhaps, had the Englifh been governed 
by three fuccedive foveieigns fimilar to Elizabeth, they 
would have been the mod abje^l of all flaves. 

^ The funds of this, company were, at fird, far from being 
conliderable. Part of them was expended in fitting out 
a dect of four fliips, which lailed in the beginning of the 
year 1601 ; and the red was feat abroad in money and 
merchandize. 

Eancadcr, who commanded the expedition, arrived the 
year following, at the port of Achem, which was at that 
lime a very ccleLratcd mart. Intelligence had been re- 
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ceived there of the victories gained by the EngUfh over 
the Spaniards at fea ; and this intelligence procured hirn 
a moft diftinguifhed reception. The king behaved to him 
in the fame manner as if he had been his equal ; he order- 
ed that his own wives, richly habited, (hould play fevcral 
airs in his prefence, on a variety of inftruments. This fa- 
vour was followed by all the compliances that could be 
wifhed for to facilitate the eftabliihment of a fafe and ad- 
vantageous commerce. The Englifh ■admiral was receiv- 
ed at Bantam in the fame manner as at the place where 
he full: landed j and a fhip, which he had diipatched to 
the Molucca idands, brought him a confiderable cargo 
of cloves and nutmegs. With thefe valuable fpices, and 
the pepper he took in at Java and Sumatra he returned 
fafe to Europe. 

This early fuccefs determined the fociety", who had in- 
trufted their interefts in the hands of this able man, to 
form fettle'ments in India ; but' not without the confent of 
the natives. They did not wi(h to begin with conqueils. 
Their expeditions were nothing more than the enterprifes 
of humane and fair traders. They conciliated to them- 
felves the affeeffion of the people ; but this procured them 
no advantage, except a few factories ; and they were in 
no condition to fuilain the rivalfliip of other nations that 
had made themfclves formidable. 

The Portuguefe and the Dutch were in poflefiion of 
large provinces, well fortified places, and good harbouisi 
By thefe advantages their trade was fecured againft the 
natives of the country, and againllnew competitors ; their 
return to Europe wasfacilitated; and they hadoppoitunlties 
of getting a good fale for the commodities they carried to 
Afia, and of purchafing thofe they wanted at a moderate 
price. The Englifh, on the contrary, expofed to the ca- 
pnee of feafons and of the people, having no ftrength or 
place of fecurity, and deriving tlicir fupplics from England 
only, could not according to the ideas then prevailing, 
carry on an advantageous trade. They thought that it 
was difficult to acquire great riches without great injuf- 
tice, and that in order to furpafs or even equal the na- 
tions they had cenfured, they muft purfue the fame con- 
dutf. This was an error which led them into falfe mca- 
fures. With maxims more falutary they would have beep^ 
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fenfiblc, that if gOodncfs, mildncfs, benevolence* and hu* 
manity, do not lead to profperity fo rapidly as violence ; 
yet the power that is fixed upon fo rcfpedlablc a bafis will 
be morc^firm and durable. By tyranny, a precarious au- 
thority, and a difturhed pofleffion, can only be obtained ; 
while that which flows irom juftice, attra 61 s, in the end, 
every thing to its own centre- The dominicni of force it 
confidered as a fcourge ; that of virtue as a blefling : 
and I never can be convinced, that it is a matter of in- 
difference, whether we make our appearance before fo- 
reign nations in the charadfer of infernal fpirits or in that 
of cclcflial beings. 

The plan of forming lafling fettlements, and of at- 
tempting conquelts, feemed too great to be accomplifhed 
by the forces of an infant fociety: but they flattered them- 
felvcs that they fhould meet with protedfion, becaufc 
they thought themfclves ufcful. 'I'hey were difappointed 
in their cxpedlalions. They could obtain nothing from 
James I, a weak prince, infedled with the falfc philofophy 
of his age, a man of wit, of a fubtilc and pedantic genius, 
and better qualified to be at the head of an univerlity than 
to prefidc over an empire. By their aftivity, perfeve-* 
ranee, and judicious choice of officers and fadfors, the 
company provided thofe fuccours which were refufed them 
by their ibvercign. They eredled forts, and founded co- 
lonics in the iflands of Java, Poleron, Amboyna, and Ban- 
da. In this manner they fliared the fpice trade with the 
Dutch, which will alw^ays be the moll certain branch of 
of eailern commerce, becaufc ilic objedfs of it arc become 
neceflary articles of life. It w’as of more importance at 
the time we are fpeaking of, becaiife the luxury which 
arifes from caprice had not then made fo much progrefs in 
Europe as it has done lince, and bccaufe there was not 
that prodigious demand for India linens, fluffs, teas, and 
(glhinefe varnifh, that there is at prefent. 

The Dutch had not driven the Pov- Difputes hetzueen 
tuguefe from the fpice-iflands with a the Engltjlo and 
view of fufferirig a nation to fettle there, Dutch 
whofe maritime force, charaditr, and 
form of government, rendered their rivalfhip ftill more 
formidable. They had many advantages on their fide, 
fiich UvS powerful colonies, a well exerciled navy, firm alt^ 
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lianccs, a great fund of wealth, a knowledge of the coun- 
try, and of the principles and details of commerce ; while 
the Engli/h, who were deficient in all thefe particulars, 
were attacked in all poflible ways. 

The firll Ilep their rival took, was to drive them from 
the fertile placej?, where they had formed fettlemcnts. 
In the iflands where their power was eRablifhed, they en- 
deavoured, by accufations, equally void of truth and de- 
cency, to make them odious to the natives of the coun- 
try. T1 icfe fhamcful expedients not meeting with all the 
fuccefs the Dutch expelled, thofc avaricious trades re- 
folved to proceed to acfls of violence. An extraordinary 
occafion brought on the commencement of holiilities fooner 
than it was irnagiuecl. 

It is a ciiftom at Java for the new-married w'omen to dif- 
pute with j^heir hufbandsthe firil favours of love. This kind 
of conteft, which the men take a pride in terminating imme- 
diately, and the women in protradling as long as pbfiiblc, 
fomt^ixnes lalh feveral weeks. From wiience can this capri. 
cious refinement of coquetry proceed, fince it exifts not m 
the nature of man, nor in that of the brute ? Does the Java- 
iiefe woman intend, by this conduit, to infpire her huf- 
barid with confidence in her morals both before and after 
marriage ? Does (he mean to irritate his pafiion^ which 
are always more violent in a ravifher than in a favoured 
lover ? Or, does fue think of enhancing the value fhe feta 
upon her charms, upon her favours, and upon the facri- 
lice of her liberty ? The king of Bantam having juft over- 
come the reliftance of a new bride, made public enter- 
tainments ill celebration of his triumph. The ftrangers 
in the harbour were invited to tliefe feftivals. The Fng- 
lilh, unfortunately for them, were treated with too much 
difiinbfion. The Dutch looked with a jealous eye upon 
this preference, and did not defer revenge a raoment- 
They attack them on all fidee. , 

The Indian ocean became, at this period, the fceiie of 
the moft bloody engagements between the maritime forces 
of the two nations. They fought out, attacked, and 
combated, each other uu’th the fpirit of men who chofe to 
conquer or to die. Equal courage appeared on both 
Tides, but their was a difparity in their forces. The Eng- 
gliih were on the point of being overcome, when fomc 
3 
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moderate people in Europe, which the flames of war had 
not reached, endeavoured to find out the means of accom- 
modating their differences. By an infatuation, which it 
is not eafy to explain, the very llrangeft of all was 
adopted. 

In 1619, the two companies figned a treaty, the pur- 
port of which was, that the Molucca iflands, Amboyna, 
and Banda, fhould belong in common to the two nations : 
that the Engllfli fiiould have one third, and the Dutch 
two thirds of the produce at a fixed price : that eacli, in 
proportion to the benefit they received, fhould contribute 
to the defence of thefc iflands : that a council, compofed 
of fkilful men of both parties flrould regulate all the af- 
fairs of commerce at Batavia : that this agreement, gua- 
ranteed by the refpe6five forereigns, lliould lall twenty 
years : and that, if any differences fliould arife during this 
interval that could not be fettled by the two companies, 
they fhould be determined by the king of Great Britain 
and the llatcs-gcncral of the United Provinces. Among 
all the political conventions preferved in hillory, it would 
be difficult to find a more extraordinary one than this. It 
met with the fate it deferved. 

The Dutch in India were no fooner informed of it, than 
they devifed means to render it inellectual. Tlie fitna- 
tion of affairs favoured their defigns. The Spaniards and 
the Portiigucfe had taken advantage of tlie difputes be- 
tween their enemies, to regain the fettlcments in the Mo- 
luccas. They might fortify themfelves there ; and it was 
dangerous to give them time. The Englifli commilTaries 
concurred with them in opinion, that it would be bell to 
attack them without delay ; but added, that they* were 
not in th^ Icall prepared to a6l in concert with them. 
This declaration, which was expcdled, was regiitered ; and 
their affociates embarked alone in 'an expedition, all the 
advantages of which they refc^'ved to themfelves. The 
agents of the Dutch company had only one Hep further 
to go, to get all the fpices into the hands of their maf- 
ters, which was, to drive their rivals from the ifland of 
Amboyna. The method by which they fucceeded in this 
projcdl was very extraordhiary. 

A Japanefe, in the Diitcli fervice at Amboyna, made 
liimfelf fufpeded by his imprudent curiofity. He was 
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fcized, and confeffed that he had entered into an engage- 
ment with the foldiers of his nation, to deliver up the fort 
to the Englifh. His comi*ades confirmed his account, 
jnaking the fatne confeflion. Upon thefe unanimous de- 
pofitions, the authors of the confpiracy, who did not dif- 
avow, hut even acknowledged it, were loaded with irons ; 
and the ignominious death which all the criminals were 
condemned to fuffer, put an end to the plot. This is the 
account given by the Dutch. 

The Englifli have always confidcred this accufation as 
the fuggcllion of an unbounded avarice. They have main- 
tained, that it was abfurd to fuppofe, that ten fadors and 
eleven foreign foldiers could have formed the projeiSJ of 
feizing upon a place which was garrifoned by tvvo hundred 
men ; that even if thefe unhappy perfons had thought it 
pofTible to execute fo extravagant a plan, they would have 
been difeouraged by the impoflibility of obtaining fuccours 
to defend them againft an enemy who would have bcficged 
them on all fides. To make a confpiracy of this kind pro- 
bable, it requires ftronger proof than a confeflion extort- 
ed from the accufed by extremity of torture. The tor., 
inents of the rack never afforded any other proof, than 
of the courage or weaknefs of thofc whom barbarous 
cuftom had condemned to it. Thefe confideratioris, 
ftrengthened by fever^l others almofl; equally convincing, 
have made the ftory of the confpiracy of Amboyna fo fuf- 
pe£led, that it has generally been confidercd as a mere cx- 
cufc for the mofl atrocious avarice. 

The minilfry of James 1 and the whole nation, were 
at that time fo engaged in ecclefiaftical fubtleties, and the 
difeuflion of the rights of king and people, that they were 
not fenfible of the infults offered to the Englifh name in 
the Ealt. This indifference produced a caution which 
foon degenerated into -weaknefs, Thefe iflanders, how- 
ever, maintained the bravery of their charadler better at 
Coromandel and Malabar. 

Difputes of the Th E Y had eftablifhed fa£forie8 at Ma- 
Mnglfb with the zulipatam, Calicut, and feveral other 
Fortugu/fe, ports, and even at Delhi. Surat, the 

richeli mart in thefe countries, tempted 
their ambition in i6ii. The inhabitants were difpofed 
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to receive them ; but the Portuguefe declared, that if this 
nation were fuffered to make a fettlement, they would 
burn all the towns upon the coaft, and feize all the Indian 
vcffels. The government was awed by thefe menaces, 
Middleton, difappointed in his hopes, was obliged to aban- 
dop the place, and return through a numerous fleet, to 
whfch he did more damage than he received from it. 

Captain Thomas Beft arrived in thefe latitudes the year 
following, with a very confiderable force. He was re- 
ceived at Surat without any oppofltion. The agents he 
carried out with him had fcarce entered upon their employ- 
ments when a formidable armainent from Goa made its 
appearance. The Englifli admiral, reduced to this alter- 
native, either of betraying the interefts he was entrufted 
with, or of expofing himielf to the greatell: danger in de- 
fending them, did not hefitate what part he fliould take. 
He twice attacked the Portuguefe, and, notwithflanding 
the great inferiority of his fquadron, gained the vidory 
each time. However, the advantage the vanquifhed -de- 
rived from their pofition* their ports, and their fortrefles, 
always made the Englilh navigation in Guzarat very dif- 
ficult.' They were obliged to maintain a conflant ftrug- 
gle againft an obftinate enemy that was not difeouraged by 
defeats. No tranquillity was to be obtained, but at the 
price of new contells and new triumplis. 

Ths news of thefe glorious fuccefles TheEngl'iJIrform 
againft a nation which had hitherto connettions ^vlth 
been thought invincible, reached as far Ftrjia* 
as the capital of PeHia. This vail 
country, fo celebrated In antiquity, appears to have been 
free at the firft inliitution of its government. The mo- 
narchy rofe upon the ruins of a depraved republic. The 
Perfians were loug happy und^i;t}iis form of government ; 
their manners were as fimple as their laws. At length, 
the fovcreigns were infpired with the fpirit of conqntft. 
At that time, the treafures of AfTyria, the fpoils of many 
trading nations, and the tribute arlfing from a vaft num- 
ber of provinces, brought immenfc riches into the empire, 
which foon occafioned a total alteration. The diforders 
rofe to fuch a pitch, that the care of the public amnfe- 
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meut8 feemed to engage the chief attention af govern- 
ment. 

A people, totally devoted to pleafirre, could not faih 
in a fhort time, of being reduced to flavery. They were 
fucceffively brought into that (late by the Macedonians, 
the Parthians, the Arabians, and the Tartars, and to- 
wards the clofe of the fifteenth century by the Sophis, 
who pretended to be the defeendants of Aly, author of 
the famous reformation, by which mahommedifm was di- 
vided into two branches. 

No prince of this new race made himfclf fo famous as 
Schah-Abbas, fnrnamed the Great. He conquered Can- 
dahar, feveral places of importance upon the Black fea, 
part of Arabia, and drove t)ie Turks out of Georgia, Ar- 
menia, Mefopotamia, and all the countries they had con- 
quered beyond the Euphrates. 

Thefe vidlories produced remarkable changes in the in- 
terior adminillration of the empire. The gr^nt men took 
advantage of the civil broils to make themfelves indepen- 
dent ; they were degraded, and all polls of confeqiience 
were given to Grangers, who had neither the power nor 
inclination to raife fadlions. The army having taken upon 
themfelves to difpofe of the crown at their pleafure ; they 
were rcflraincd by foreign troops, whofe idigion and 
ciidoms were different. Anarchy had inclined the peo- 
ple to fedition ; and to prevent this, the uSwns and vil- 
lages were filled with inhabitants chofen out of nations 
whofe manners and cliaraCl;er bore no refemblancc to thofe 
of the ancient inliabitants- Thefe arrangements gave rife 
to a defpotifm the moft abfolutc, perhaps, that any coun- 
try has ever experienced. 

It IS a matter of aflonifhment, that the great Abbag 
flionld have combined lome views of public utility with 
this government, which wavnatuially oppreflive. Pie pa- 
tronized the arts and eilaluiflied them in the capital and 
in the provinces. AH perfons who brought into his do- 
minions talents of any kind, w'ere fare of being well re- 
ceived, afiifted, and rewarded. He would often fay, that 
flrangers were the bell ornaments of an empire, and add- 
ed more to the dignity of the prince than the pomp of 
the moil refined luxury. 

While Perfia was rifing from its ruins by the different 
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brandies of induftry that were everywhere eftablifhed, a 
number of Armenians, tranfplanted to Ifpahan, carried the 
fpirit of commerce into the heart of the empire. In a little 
time, thefe traders, and the natives of the country who 
followed their example, fpread thcmfelves over the Ead, 
into Holland, England, the Mediterranean, and the Bal- 
tic, and wherever commerce was carried on with fpirit 
and advantaged The fophi himfelf bore a part in their 
enterprifes, and advanced them confiderable fums, which 
they employed to advantage in the mod celebrated marts 
in the world. They were obliged to return the capital 
on the terms agreed upon, and if they had increafed it by 
their induftry, he granted them fome recompenfe. 

The Portuguefe, who found that part of the Indian 
trade with Aha and Europe was likely to be diverted to 
Perfia, impofed reltraints upon it. They would not fiif- 
fer the Perfians to purchafe merchandize anywhere but 
from their magazines : they fixed the p.\ce of it ; and if 
they fometimes allowed it to be taken at the places where 
it was manufadured, it was always to be carried in their 
own bottoms, charging all expences of freight and exorbi- 
tant cutloms. This llretch of power difpleafed the great 
Abbas, who being informed of the refentment of the Eng- 
lifh, propofed to unite their maritime llrtngth with his 
land forces, to behege Ormns. This place was attacked 
by the combined arms of the two nations, and laLcn in 
tlie year 1623, after a conteft tliat lulled two months. 
The conquerors divided the fpoil, which was immenfe, 
and afteivvaids totally dcmoliflicd the place. 

Three or four leagues from hence the harbour of Gom- 
broon prefented itfelf, hnce callcil Bender- Abahi. Na- 
ture feemed not to ha\c deilgncd that it Ihould he inha- 
bited. It is htuated at the foot of a ridge of mountains 
of an exceffive height ; the aii yon brcatlic leetiiS to be on 
lire; fatal vajjours ate continually exhaling Irom the bowels 
of the earth ; the fields are black and dry, as if they had 
been fcorched with fire. Notwithllanding thefe inconve- 
niencics, asBender- AbafTi bad the advantage ol being placed 
at the entrance of the gulf, the Peilian monarch chofe 
to make it the centre of the cxtenfive trade he intended to 
carry on wdth India. The Engliln joined^ in this projcdl. 
A perpetual exemption from ail impolls, and a moiety of 
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the produ6l of the cuftoms, were granted them, on con- 
dition that they fhould maintain, at leaft, two men of war 
in the gulf. This precaution was thought necefiary to 
fruftrate the attempts of the Portuguefe, whofe relcnt- 
ment was ftill to be dreaded. 

From this Bender- Abaffi, which was before a poor 
filhing-town, became a flouriihing city. The Englifh car- 
ried thither fpiccs, pepper, and fugar, from the markets 
of the Eaft ; and iron, lead, and cloths, from the ports of 
Europe. The profits arifing from thefe commodities were 
increafed by the very high freight paid them by the Ar- 
menians, who were ftill in pofleflion of the richeft branch 
of the Indian commerce. 

Thefe merchants had, for a long time, been concerned 
in the linen trade. They had never been fupplanted ei- 
ther by the Portuguefe, who were intent only on plunder, 
or by the Dutch, whofe attention was totally confined to 
the fpicc trade. They might, neverthelefs, be apprehen- 
five, that they (hould not be able to withftand the com- 
petition of a people who were equally rich, indnftrious,. 
adlive, and frugal. The Armenians adled then as they 
have ever done fince : they went to India, where they 
bought cotton, which they fent to the fpinners ; the 
cloths were manufailured under their own infpedlion, and 
carried to Gombroon, from whence they were tranfported 
to Ifpahan. From thence were conveyed into the different 
provinces of the empire, the dominions of the grand fignior, 
and into Europe, where the cuftom has prevailed of call- 
ing them Perfian manufactures, though they w'cre never 
made but on the coaft of Coromandel. Such is the influ- 
ence of names upon opinions, that the vulgar error, w'hich 
attributes to Perfia the manufacture of India, will, in a fe- 
ries of ages, perhaps, pafs with the learned in future 
times for an incontclllblc truth. The infurmoiintablc 
difficulties which errors of this kind have occafioned in the 
hiftory of Pliny, and other ancient writers, (houKi induce 
us to fet a high value on the laboufs of tlie literati of this 
age, who collect the works of nacure and of art, with a 
view of tranfmitting them to pofterity. 

In exchange for the merchandize they carried to Per- 
fia, they gave the following articles, which were either 
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the produce of their own foil, or tlie fruits of their iii- 
duftry. 

Silk, whicli was the principal commodity ; and was 
prepared and ufed in great quantities. ^ 

Caramanian wool, which nearly refembles that of the 
Vicuna. It was of great ufc in the manufacture of hats, 
and of fome fluffs. It is a remarkable circumilance in the 
goats which fupply it, that in the month of May the 
fleece falls off of itfelf. 

Turquoifes,- which urc more or lefs valuable, according 
as they were procured from one or other of the three 
mines that produce them. They were formerly an article 
of the drefs of our ladies. 

Gold brocades, which fold at a higher price than any 
of tjiofe which are the produce of the moil celebrated ma- 
nufactures. Some of them were made to be worn on one, 
and others on both, Tides. They were ufed for window- 
curtains, fcrcciivS, and magnificent fophas. 

Tapeflry, which has fincc been fo well imitated in Eu- 
rope, and has for a long time been the lichcll fLirniture of 
our rooms. 

Morocco leather, which, as other fl<ins, is brought to 
a degree of perfection that cannot be equalled anywhere 
clfe. 

Shagreen, goats’ hair, rofe- water, medicinal- roots, gums 
for colours, dates, horfes, arms, and many other articles, 
of which fome were fold in India, and others carried to 
Europe. 

Although the Dutch had contrived to get all the trade 
of the Eait Indies into their hands, they viewed the tranf- 
aCtions of Perfia with a jealous eye. 'I'hcy thought the 
privileges enjoyed by their rivals in the road of Beuder- 
Abaffi might be compenfated by the advantage they had 
in having a greater quantity of fpiccs, and entered into a 
competition with them. 

The Englilh, harafledin every mart Trade of the Etig^ 
by a powerful enemy refolutely beat lijh in Lidia. 
on their dcftruClion, were olrligcd eve- 
rywhere to give way. Their fate was haflened by thofe 
civil and religious diflentions, whicli drowned their coun- 
tiy in blood, and extinguifhed all fentiment and know- 
VoL L N 
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ledge. India was totally forgotten, while more impor- 
tant interells were at (lake ; and the company, oppreffed 
and difeouraged, were I'ednced to nothing, at the time 
that the death of Charles I afforded fo inftru6live and 
dreadful aleffon. 

Cromwell, enraged at the favours the Dutch had fhewn 
to the unfortunate family of the Stuarts, and at the afy- 
lum they had afforded to the Englifh who had been pro- 
feribed ; and piqued that the republic of the United Pro- 
vinces fhould pretend to the dominion of the fea ; proud of 
his fuccefs, and fenfible of his own ftrength, and of that 
of the nation under his command, rcfolved at the fame 
time to infpire vcfpc<^f for his country, and to avenge him- 
fclf. He declared war againft the Dutch. 

Of all the maritime wars which have been recorded in 
hiftory, none were condu(S:ed with more knowledge, or 
were more famous for the fkill of the commanders and the 
bravery of the failors ; none have abounded with fo many 
obftinate and bloody engagements. Dhc Englifli gained 
the fuperibrity, and owed it to the fizc of their fhips, .in 
which particular they have fincc been imitated by other 
European nations. 

The prote£lor, whofc voice was law, did not exert liiin- 
felf as far as he might in favour of India. He contented 
liimfelf with providirrg for the fccurity of the Englifh 
trade, procuring a difavowal of the maffacreat Amboyna, 
and infilling upon an indemnification for the defeendents 
of the unhappy vi(!:l:ims who perifhed in that dreadful tranf- 
aflion. No mention was made in the treaty of the forts 
taken from the nation by the Dutch in the ifland of Java, 
and in feveral of the Moluccas. It was flipulated, in- 
deed, that the ifland of Puleron fliould be returned ; but 
the trees that furnifh the fpices were all rooted up before 
the ifland was reftored to its former mafters. As the foil, 
however, ftill remained, and that in procefs of time it 
might prove an obftacle to the monopoly which Holland 
meant to eftablifh, it w^as retaken in 1666; and the re- 
public could never be prevailed upon by the entreaties of 
Trance to give it up. 

Notwithftanding this negledi, as foon as the company 
had obtained from the prpteilor a renewal of their privi- 
leges in 1657, and found themfclves firmly fupported by 
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the public authority, they fliewed a fpirit of refoliition 
which they had loll during their late misfortunes. Their 
courage increafed with their privileges. 

The foccefs they had met with in Europe accompa- 
nied them into Afia, Arabia, Perfia, Indoftan, the eaftern 
parts of India, China j and all the markets where the 
Engliih had formerly traded were opened to them. They 
were even received with more franknefs and lefs dillrull 
than they had experienced formerly. Their trade was 
carried on with great activity, and their profits were very 
confiderable ; nothing was wanting to complete their fuc- 
cefs bnt to gain admittance into Japan, which they at- 
tempted. Dut the Japanefe, being informed by the 
Dutch that the king of England had married a daughter 
of the king of Portugal, relufed to admit the Engliili in- 
to their ports. 

Notwithftanding this difappointment, the company's 
affairs were in a very flourifhing condition : they flattered 
themfelves with the pleafing hopes of giving a greater ex- 
tent and fecurity to their trade, when they found their ca- 
reer retarded by a rivalfliip, which their own fuccefs 
created. 

Some traders, fired with the relation of the advantage* 
to be obtained in India, rcfolved to undertake voyages to 
that country, Charles II, who, though feated on the 
throne, was nothing more than a private man of volup- 
tuous and diffolute manners, gave them permiflion, for a 
valuable confideration ; wliile, on the other hand, he ex- 
torted large firms from the company, to enable him to 
profecute thofe w'ho encroached upon their charter. A 
competition of this nature would unavoidably degenerate 
into piracy. The Englifli, thus becoming enemies to each 
other, carried on their difputes with a fpirit of rancour 
and animofity which lowered them in the opinion of the 
people of Afia. 

The Dutch wiflied to take advantage of fo fingiilar a 
conjundlure. Thefe republicans had for a long time been 
abfolute mafters of the Indian trade. They had feen 
with regret a part of it taken out of their hands at the 
conclufion of the civil wars in England. They hoped to 
recover it by the fuperiority of their forces, when in 1664 
the two nations entered into a war in all parts of the 

N2 
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'world ; but tliC lioflilities did not continue long enough 
to anfwcr thefe fauguine expe^lations. As the peace 
prevented them from having recourfe to open violence 
againft one another, they rtfolved to attack the fovereigns 
of the country, to oblige them to Hint their ports againft 
their rival. 'I'he foolifh and defpicable behaviour of the 
JEnglifh increafed tlie infoleiice of the Dutch, who pro- 
ceeded fo far as to drive them ignominioufly from Ban- 
tam in 1680. 

So ferious and public an infult roufed the fpirit of the 
Englllh company The defire of re-eftablhhing their cha- 
rafter, gratifying their revenge, and maintaining their in- 
tereds, animated them to the mod fpirited exertions. 
They equipped a fleet of twenty-three Ihips, with eight 
thoLifand regular troops on board. They were ready to 
fail, when their departure was podponed by the king^s 
ordtrs. Charles, whofe neceflities and licentioufnefs were 
unbounded, entertained hopes of receiving an immenfe 
fum to induce him to revoke this order. As he could 
not obtain it from his fubjeAs, be was refolved to receive 
it from his enemies. He facrificed the honour and trade 
of h.is nation for 2,250,000 livres [93)749b] which were 
paid him by the Dutch, who were intimidated by thefe 
great preparations. The intended expedition never took 
place. 

The company, exhanded by the expences of an arma- 
ment wfiieh had been rendered ufelefs by the venality of 
the court, lent their velfeL to India without the ncceflTary 
funds 10 fupply the cargoes ; but with orders to the fac- 
tors, if pofiiblc, to take them upon credit., The faith- 
they had hitherto ubferved in their engagements procured 
them 6,750,000 [281,250!.] Nothing can be more ex- 
traovdinaiy than the method that was taken to pay them 
back. 

Joii , ('hlld, who from being a direclor was become the 
tyrant of ihe company, is faid, unknown to his colleagues, 
to have lent orders to India, to Invent fume pretence or 
other to defraud the lenders of their money. The 
cutlon of this iniquitous project was intruded to his bro- 
ther John Child, y\]' j was governor of Bombay. This 
avaricious, turbulent, and favage man, immediately pro- 
ceeded to make fcveral claims upon the governor of Surat, 
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fome more ridicMloiis than others. Tliefe demands being 
anfwered as they deferved, he attacked all the vcflels be- 
Ionising to the iubjcCls ot che crown i)r Delhi, and linglcd 
out in particular the Ihips from Surat, as being thericliefh 
He paid no regard to vcflels that failed with paflports from 
that crown, and carried his iiiiolence fo far as to feize a 
fleet laden with provilion for the mogul’s army. Ihhis 
terrible pillacce, which lallcd the whole year 1688, occa- 
fioried incredible Ioffes throughout all Indoltan. 

Aurengzebe, who held the reins of the empire with a 
fleady hand, did not lofe a moment in revenging fo great 
an outrage. In the hrgim/ing of the yeai 1689, L>nc of 
his lieutenants landed with twenty thouland iwen at Bom- 
bay, an iflaiiu of confcqnence on the coalt oJ Mal.ibar, 
which a piincefs of Portugal had brouglit as her doiwy to 
Charles If, and which that moiiarcli had ceded to the 
company in 1668. On the enemy’s approach, the fort of 
Magazan was abandoned with fiich precipitation, that 
money, p.ovifions, feveral cherts of arms, and fourteen 
pieces of heavy cannon, were left behind. Tlie Indian 
general, encouraged by this firll advantage, attacked the 
Englilh in the field, routed them, and obliged them to 
retire into the principal fortrefs, which he inverted, where 
he hoped fooii to make them furrender. 

Child, who was as cowardly in time of danger as he had 
been daring in his piracies, immediately difpatched depu- 
ties to the emperoi ’s court to fue for pardon. After many 
entreaties, and much fubmillion, the Englifh were admit- 
ted into the emperor’s prefence with their hands tied, and 
their faces towards the ground. Aurengzebe, who was de- 
firous of preferving a conne<d:ion wduch he thought would 
be ufeful to his fuhjeds, was not inflexible. Having deli- 
vered himfclf in the llyle of an iticcafed fovcrcign, who 
could, and ought, perhaps, to revenge himfclf, he yielded 
•to their entreaties and fubmillion. 'Phe removal of the 
author of the troubles, and an adequate compenfation for 
fuch of his fubjects as had been plundered, was all the jiif- 
ticc exadled on this occafion by the fupreme will of the moft 
defpotic monarch that ever exifted. On thefe moderate 
terms the Englilh were permitted rtill to enjoy the privi- 
leges they had obtained at different times in the road be- 
longing to the mogul. 

N 3 
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Thus ended this unhappy affair, which for feveral years 
interrupted tlie trade of the company, brought on an ex- 
pence of between nine and ten millions, [on an average 
about 416,000!.] occafioned the lofs of five large veffcls, 
and a greater number of fmall ones ; deftroyed many 
thoufand excellent failors, and ended in the ruin of the 
credit and honour of the nation ; two particulars, the va- 
lue of which is above every confideration, and for which 
the two Childs ought to have forfeited their lives. 

By changing their maxims and their condud, the com- 
pany might have flattered themCelvcs with the profpedl of 
being extricated from the abyfs into which their own be- 
liaviour had plunged them. Thefe hopes were foon dafb- 
ed by a revolution which did not directly concern them. 
James II, a tyrannical and fanatic prince, but one who 
underflood maritime affairs and commerce better than any 
of his cotemporaries, was depofed. This event put all 
Europe in arms. The confequcnces of thefe bloody quar- 
rels are well known, Perhaps it is not a matter of fuch 
univerfal notoriety that the French privateers took four 
thoufand two hundred Englifh merchantmen, valued at fix 
hundred feventy five millions of livres [28,125,0001.! and 
that the greatefl part of tlie vefl'els returning from India 
were included in this fatal lifl. 

Thefe depredations were fucceeded by a commercial ar- 
rangement, which mufl naturally haflen the ruin of the 
company. The French refugees had carried the culture 
of flax and hemp iiUo Ireland and Scotland. For the 
encouragement of this branch of indullry, it was thought 
proper to prohibit the wear of Indian linens, except muf- 
fins, and thofe which were necefl'ary for the African 
trade. Was it polfible that a body, already exhaufted, 
fhould fuftain fo unforefeen, fo heavy a ftroke ? 

The peace, which fhould have put an end to thefe mif- 
fortunes, filled up the meafure of them, A general cla-* 
mour was raifed in the three kingdoms againlt the com- 
pany. It -was not their decline that raifed them enemies ; 
it only encouraged thofe they had already. They had met 
with oppolition at their firfl eflablifhment. Evcrfince the 
the year 1615, feveral politicians had declaimed againft the 
trade to the Eaft Indies. They afferted, that it weaken- 
ed the naval ftrength, by deftroying great numbers of 
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men ; and kffening the Levant and Rufllan coaimerce, 
witliout afFording an equivalent advantage. Thcfe cla- 
mours, though contradiAed by judicious people, grew fo 
violent towards the year 1628, tfiat the company, feeing 
themfelves expofed to the odium of the nation, applied to 
government. They petitioned, that the nature of their 
commerce might be examined : that it might be prohibit- 
ed, if it were contrary to the interefts of the (late ; and, 
if favourable to them, that it might be authorifed by a 
public declaration. The oppofition of the nation, which 
had lain fome time dormant, was renewed with more fury 
than ever, at the period wc are fpeaking of. Thofe who 
were Icfs fevere in their fpcculations, confented to a trade 
with India ; but maintained, that it (hould be laid open to 
the whole nation. An exclufive charter was, in their opi- 
nion, a manifeh encroachment upon liberty. According 
to them, government was eilabliihed by the people, with 
a view of advancing the general good ; and it would be a 
crime again (t it, to facrifice public to private interells, 
by tolerating odious monopolies. They fupported this 
ufeful and incontchible principle, by appealing to a recent 
inflancc. They urged, that, during the rebellion, the 
private rnerchants, who had got pufl'eflion of the Afiatrc 
£eas, carried double the quantity of national goods that 
were formerly brought, and were enabled to fdl commo- 
dities, on their return, at fo low a price, as to fupplant 
the Dutch in all European markets. But tliofe acute re- 
publicans, who were certain of their ruin, if the EngliHi 
fhould continue any longer to conduct their affairs on the 
principles of univerfal liberty, bribed fome perfons to pre- 
vail with Cromwell to form a feparate company. Thefc 
fccrct pradlices were countenanced by the Englifh mer- 
chants concerned in that trade, who hoped for greater^ad- 
vantages in future ; when, being the only venders, they 
might impofe what terms they pleafed upon the confumers. 
The protedlor, deceived by the artful infmuations of both, 
renewed the charter, but for feven ycais only, that he 
might alter his condud, if lid found i eafon tp think he bad 
taken a wrong flcp. 

This ffep did not appear improper to every one. Se- 
veral people were of opinion, that the trade to India could 
not be carried on with advantage, without an exclufive 
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pnvlleg'e ; but many of them maintained that the prefent 
charter was infufficient, becaiife it fiad been granted by 
kings, who had no right to grant it. They recited many 
a6l3 of this kind, which were abrogated by parliament, in 
the reigns of Edward III, Henry IV, James I, and other 
princes. Charles II, indeed, obtained a verdi6l of this 
nature in the court of common pleas, but it was founded 
upon a fiivolous pretence. This tribunal had the confi- 
dence to declare, “ that the prince had authority to pre- 
“ vent his fubje(d:s from holding commerce with infidels, 
“ led; the purity of their faith (hould be contaminated.^^ 

Thougli the parties above mentioned w'cre adluated by 
private, and even oppofitc views, they all united in the 
plan of .making the trade free, or, at leaft, of procuring 
the revevfalof the company hs charter. The nation, iage- 
iicral, were on their fide : but the body that was attacked, 
defended itfelf by its partifans, the miniftry, and all the 
dependents of the court, who made this a common caufe. 
Each party had recourfe to libels, intrigue, and corrup- 
tion. Thcfe contending paflions produced one of thofe 
dorms, the violence of which can hardly be felt anywhere 
but ill England. The feveral failions, feds, and inte- 
reds, maintained a furious combat ; in which they all 
mingled, without diilindion of rank, age, or fex. Such 
a fpirit of enthufiafin had never been railed by the greatell 
events. To keep up the zeal of their friends, tlie com- 
pany offered to lend large fums, on condition of obtaining 
their charter. Their adverfaries made offers llill more 
eonfulerable, to get it revoked. 

The two hollies of parliament, before wdiom this caufe 
was heard, declared in favour of the private merchants. 
They obtained leave to carry on trade to India, either fe- 
parately, or in concert. They entered into an affociation, 
and formed a new company. The old one had pcrmil- 
lion to continue its voyages till the expiration of their char- 
ter, wliich was very near at hand. Thus England had 
two Eall India companies at the fame time, authorifed by 
parliament, inflead of one, eftablilhed by royal autho- 
rity, 

JPjiefe two bodies fliewed as much zeal for the dellruc- 
tlon of each other, as they had fhcwu for their refpedlive 
ellablifiiment. Tliey had both experienced the advanta- 
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ges of trade, and viewed each other with all the jealoufy 
and hatred which ambition and avarice never fail to in- 
fpire. Their difl'entions foon broke out with confiderable 
violence in Europe, but chiefly in India. At lafl, the 
two focieties made advances towards a reconciliation, and 
united their funds in 1702. From this period, the affairs 
of the company were carried on with great propriety, 
prudence, and dignity. The principles of commerce, 
which-were every day better underftood in England, had 
a good effeft’ on their adminiftration, as far as the interefls 
of their monopoly could allow. They made improve- 
ments in- their former fettlemcnts, and formed new ones. 
They endeavoured to indemnify themfelves for the pro- 
fits they were deprived of by a llrong competition, by 
procuring a larger iale for their commodities. Their char- 
ter was lefs violently attacked fince it had’ received the 
fandlion of the laws, and obtained the protediori of par- 
liament. 

Their profperity was interrupted by fome tranfient mis- 
fortunes. In 1702, the Englifli had formed a fettlement 
in the ifland of Pulocondor, which was dependent on 
Cochin-China. Their deflgn was to take a lhare in the 
commerce of tins rich kingdom, w'hich, till then, had 
been too much neglected. An inlfance of exceflive feve- 
rity had given difgufl; to fixteen foldiers of Maeaflar, who 
were part of the garrifon. On the 3d of March 1705, 
they fet lire, in the night, to the houfes belonging to the 
fort, and maflacred the Europeans as they came out to 
extinguilh it. Thirty out of forty-five loll their lives in 
this manner ; tlie rell were maflacred by the natives, w^ho 
were exafperated at the irifolencc of ihefe ftrau'gers. By 
this accident the company loft the money their enter- 
prife had coft them, together with the ftock of their fac- 
tories, and the profpe6ts they had entertained. 

• Several of their fadlories were threatened with other 
ftorms, which had been collcded by the turbulent fpirit 
and avarice of their agents. A more moderate fyftem of 
politics made them forego fome odious claims, and tran- 
quillity was foon reftored. It was not long before objedls 
of more important concern engaged their attention. 
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War bdnveen England and France entered into a 
the Englijh and war in 1744. The whole world became 

French, the fcene of their divifions. In Indiaj 

a3 well as ill other places, each nation 
fuftained its character. The Englifh, ever animated with 
the fpirit of commerce, attacked and ruined that of their 
enemies. The French, adhering to their, paflioii for con- 
queft, feized upon tlie principal fettlement belonging to 
their rival. The event Viewed which of the two nations 
had adfed with the greateft prudence. That which at- 
tended only to its own aggrandizement, fank into a total 
ina6fivity ; while the other, though deprived of the cen- 
tre of its power, carried its enterprizes to a greater ex- 
tent. 

A cefiation of hoftilities between the two divided na- 
tions had no fooncr taken place, than they engaged them- 
felves as auxiliaries in the quarrels of the Indian princes. 
Soon after, they again took arms on their own account. 
Before the end of this war, the French were driven out 
of the continent and feas of Afia. At the conclufion of 
the peace in 1763, the Englifh company found thcmfelves 
in poffefilon of the power in Arabia, in the Pcriiah gulf, 
on the coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, and at Bengal. 

All thefe countries differ from each other in the climate, 
,the manners, the foil, the productions, the fpirit of in- 
duftry, and the mode of felling and purchafing. They 
might to be accurately and thoroughly known. We will 
give a fliort fketch of them. Thii defeription will be 
found to have a particular conncdflon with the hillory 
of a nation which has obtained a rcmaikable influence in 
thofe countries, and derives from thence the gieatell ad- 
vantages. 

Defeription of Arabia is one of the largcff peninfu- 
Arabia^ . las in the known world. It is bounded 

on the fouth by the Indian ocean ; by 
the gulf of Perfia on the call ; and on the weft by the 
Red fea, which feparates it from Africa : on the north, a 
line drawn at the extremity of the two gulfs, probably 
marked out its boundary in ancient times. Irac-Arabi, 
the defert of Syria, and Palelline, feem at prefent to 
make a part of it. 
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The peninfula is divided, from north to fouth, by a chain 
of mountains, lefs barren, and more temperate, than the 
reft of the country. The rain falls upon moll of them for 
two or three months, at leaft, in the year, but at different 
fcafons, according to their expofition. The waters that 
defeend from them are loft among the fands in the valleys, 
or pour down in torrents into the fea, in proportion to the 
Hope and dillances. In one feafon, the heat is fo violent, 
that no perfon travels, and that even the Haves do not ap- 
pear in the ftrects, without an urgent neceflity. Every 
kind of labour is then fuTpended in the middle of the day. 
The greateft part of the time is paffed in Heeping in fub- 
tcrrraneoiis caverns, the air of which is renewed only by 
a tube. 

This country is ufually divided into tlmcc parts ; Arabia 
Petrasa, Arabia Deferta, and Arabia Felix ; names which 
denote the nature of the foil in each ofthefe countries. 

Arabia Petrnca is the moft wt-ilern, and the fmalleft of 
the three. It is, for the moft part, uncultivated, and al* 
moft totally covered with rocks, lii Arabia Dcferta, 
nothing is to be feen but dry plains, heaps of fand raifed 
and diffipated by the wind, and fteep mountains, never em- 
bellifhed with verdure. Springs are fo rarely found there, 
that the polfeffion of them is always difputed with the 
fword. Arabia Felix owes its fpecious appellation lefs to 
its fertility, than to its vicinity to the barren countries 
that furround it. Tliefe different regious enjoy a {ky con- 
Jlantly pure and ferene. 

All hiftories agree, that this country was peopled at a 
moft early period of antiquity. Its Hrft inhabitants came 
probably from Syria and Chaldea. It is not known at what 
period they began to be civilized; wbetber their knowledge 
was derived from India, or whether they acquired it them- 
felves. It appears, that their religion was fabeifm, even 
• before they were acquainted with the people of Upper 
Afia. They had conceived fublime ideas of the divinity 
at an early period : they woHhipped the ftars as bodiei^ 
animated by celeltial fpiiits : their religion was neither 
cruel nor abfiird ; and though they were liable to thofe 
Tallies of enthuHafm fo common among the fouthem na- 
tions, they do not feem to have been tainted wkh fanat^ 
cifm till the time of Molrammed. The inhabitants of. 
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Arabia Deferta profefTed a lefs rational kind of worrtiip# 
Many of them worfhipped, and fome offered, human la- 
crifices to the fun. It is a truth that may be colle£led 
from the ftudy ofliiftory, and the infpc6Iion of the globe, 
that the religious fyftems in barren countries, fubje6I to 
inundations and volcanoes, have ever had a tiniflure of 
cruelty, and have always been of a milder caff in coun- 
tries more favoured by nature. They take their charac- 
ter from the climate where they are formed. 

When Mohammed had ^^ftabliflied a new religion in his 
country, it was no difficult tafle to infufe a fpirit of zeal 
into his followers ; and this^zeal made them conquerors. 
They extended their dominion from the weffern feas to 
thofe of China, and from the Canaries to the Molucca 
iffands. Tliey alfo carried along with them the ufeful 
arts, which they improved. The Arabians did not 
equally fuccecd in the fine arts ; they fliewed, indeed, fome 
genius for them, but l;^ad not the leall idea of that tafte 
with which nature fome time after infpired the people who 
became their difciples. 

Perhaps genius, which is the offspring of a creative ima- 
gination, flouriffics in hot countries, which abound with 
a variety of produ6lions, grand feenes, and furprifing 
events that excite enthufiafm ; w^hile talk, which fele6ts 
and reaps the produce of the fields that genius has fown, 
feems rather to belong to people of a fedate, mild, and 
moderate, dilpofition, who live under the influence of a 
temperate flty.’ Perhaps too, this fame talk, which is the 
effedt of rcafon refined and matured by time, requires a 
degree of liability in the government, united with a cer- 
tain freedom of thinking, a gradual improvement of know- 
ledge, which, affording a greater fcope to genius, enables 
it to difeern more exactly the relation one objcck has to 
another, and to combine with happier art thofe mixed fen- 
fations which give the higheft entertainment to men of 
elegant minds. Accordingly, the Arabians, who w’ere 
fclmoft conftantly forced into regions difturbed with war 
and fanaticifm, never enjoyed that temperature of govern- 
ment and climate which gives birth to tafte. But they in- 
troducedinto the countries they conquered, fciences which 
they had pillaged, as it were, in the courfe of their rava- 
ges, and all the arts effential to the profperity of nations. 
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No nation at that time undcrftood commerce fo well, 
or carried it to a greater extent. They attended to it 
even in the courfe of their coitqiiefts. Their merchants, 
manufadures, and ftaples, extended from Spain to Ton- 
quin ; and other people, at lead thefc in the wcllern part 
of the world, were indebted to them for arts and fciences, 
and all articles conducive to the convenience, the preferva- 
tion, and the pleafures, of life. 

When the power of the caliphs began to decline, the 
Arabians, after the example of feveral nations they had 
fubduccl, threw off the yoke of thefe princes, and the 
country re-afTiimed by degrees its ancient form of governr 
ment, as well as its primitive manners. At this era, the 
nation being, as formerly, divided into tribes, under the 
condud of different chiefs, returned to their original cha- 
rader, from which fanaticifm and ambition had made them 
depart. 

Tlie flaturc of the Arabians is low, their bodies lean, 
and their voice flender ; but they have robufl conilitu- 
tions, brown hair, a fwarthy complexion, black fparkling 
eyes, a witty, but feldom an agreeable, countenance. This 
contrafled inixture of feature and qualities, which feem 
incompatible, appear to have been united in this race of 
men, to conllitutc a fingular nation, whofe figure and cha- 
radcr partake ftrongly of that of the Turks, Africans, 
and Perfians, by whom they are furrounded. Grave and 
ferious, they confider their long beards as marks of dig- 
nity ; they fpeak little, ufe no gelfure, make no paufes, 
nor interrupt one another in their converfatlon. They 
pique theml’elves on obferving the ftridelt probity towards 
each other, which is the effed of that felf-love, and that 
fpirk of patriotifm, which, united together, make any 
nation, clan, or focicty, eft<iem and prefer themfelves to 
the rcll of the world. The more carefully they preferve 
llieir phlegmatic charader, fo much the more formidable 
is their reientment when once it is raifed, Thefe peopk 
have abilities, and even a genius for the fciences ; yet tl|^ 
cultivate them but little, either from want of afliflance, or 
becaufe they have no occafion for them : choofing rather, 
no doubt, to fuffer natural evils, tlian the inconvenience 
of labour. The Arabians of our days difplay no monu- 
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mcnt of genius, no produdions of induftry, which entitle 
them to hold any rank in the hiftory of the human mind. 

Their ruling paflion is jealoufy ; that torment of impe- 
tuous, weak, and indolent, minds. It might naturally be 
afked, whether this diftrull were owing to the high or 
contemptible opinion they entertained of themfelves ? It 
is faid to be from the Arabians that feveral nations of 
Afia, Africa, and even Europe itfelf, have borrowed thofe 
dcfpicablc precautions this odious paflion prefcribes againft 
A fex, which ought to be the guardian, not the flave, of 
our pleafures. As foon as a daughter is born, they unite, 
by a kind of future, thofe parts which nature, has fcpa- 
rated, leaving juft fpace enough for the natural difcharges. 
As the child, grows, the parts by degrees adhere fo clofe- 
ly, that when they become marriageable they are obliged 
to be feparated by an incilion. Sometimes it is thought 
fufficient to make ufe of a ring. The married, as well as 
the unmarried women, arc fubjecSled to this outrage on 
the virtue of the fex ; with this difference only, that the 
ring worn by the young women cannot be taken off, 
whereas that of the married won'ien has a kind of pad- 
lock, of which the hufband keeps the key. This cuftom, 
which is known in all parts of Arabia, is almoft univerfal- 
ly adopted in that part which bears the name of Petrasa. 

Such are the manners of the nation in general. The 
different mode of living among the people who compofe 
it, muft neceffarily have introduced fome peculiarities of 
charadler that are worth obferving. 

The number of Arabians who inhabit the defert may 
amount to two millions. They arc diftribCTted into fevc- 
ral clans, fome of which are more populous and confider- 
ablc than others, but all independent of each other. 
Their government is fimple : an hereditary chief, aflifted 
by a few old men, determines all debates, and punifhes the 
oflenders. If he be hofpitable, humane, and juft, they 
^orc him: if haughty, cruel, and avaricious, they affaf- 
■late him, and appoint a fucceffor out of In’s own family. 

Thefc people encamp at all fcafons of the year. They 
have no fettled abode, and fix at different places where 
they can b,e fupplied with water, fruits, and pafture. 
They find an infinite charm in this wandering life, and 
confider tlie fedentary Arabs in the light of flaves. They 
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live upon the milk and flelh of their herds* Their clothci* 
tents, cordage, and the carpets they deep upon, are all 
made of the woolxif their (heep, and the hair of their 
goats and camels. This is the employment of the women 
in each family ; and there is not a fingle artift in the whole 
defcrt. What they confume in tobacco, coffee, rice, and 
dates, is purchafed with the butter they carry to the fron- 
tiers, and by the money arifing from the annual fale of 
more than twenty thoufand camels. Thefe animals, fo 
ufcful in the Eaft, were formerly carried to Syria. Moft 
of them are now fent to Perfia, the perpetual wars there 
having occafioned an extraordinary demand for them, and 
diminifhed their fpecies. 

Thefe articles not being fufficient to fupply the Arabs 
with what they want, they have contrived to raife a con- 
tribution on the caravans, which fuperftition leads to tra- 
vel through their fandy regions. The moil numerous of 
thefe, which goes from Damafeus to Mecca, procures a 
fafe pafh\ge by a tribute of a hundred purfes, or a hundred 
and fifty thoufand livres [6,250!.] to which the grand 
fignior is fubjedlcd, and which, by ancient agreement, is 
dillributed among all the hordes. The other caravans 
make fimilar terms with the hordes through whofe terri- 
tories they were obliged to pafs. 

Independent of this rcfource, the Arabs inhabiting the 
moil northern part of the defevt have had recourfe to 
plunder. Thefe people, fo humane, faithful, and difin- 
terclled towards each other, are favage and rapacious in 
their tranfaiflions with foreigners. While they preferve 
in their tents the chara6ler of beneficent and generous 
hods, they commit continual depredations in the towns 
and villages of their neighbourhood. They arc good fa- 
thers', good hufbauds, and good mailers ; but all are ene- 
mies who do not belong to their family. They frequent- 
. ly carry tlieir incurfions to a great diilance ; and Syria, 
Mefopotamia, and Perfia, arc not uncommonly the feen^ 
of theif depredations. ^ 

The Arabs, who devote themfelves to plunder, form a 
fort of fociety with the camels, to carr)^ on trade or war, 
where the man is to have all the profit, and the animal 
the principal fatigue. As thefe two beings are to live 
together, they are brought up with a view to each other. 
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The Arab trains. his camel from its birth to all the 
exercifes and hardfhips it is to undergo during the 
whole courfe of its life. He accuftoms it to labour 
hard, and to eat little. The animal is early inured to pafs 
its days without drinking, and its nights without deep. 
He teaches it to draw up its legs under its belly, while it 
fuffers itfclf to be laden with burdens that are infenfibly 
increafed as its ftrength is improved by age, and by the 
habit of bearing fatigue. In this fingular plan of educa- 
tion, whicii princes fometimes adopt the more eafily to 
tame their fubjedls, in proportion as the labour of the ani- 
mal is doubled, its fubfiftence is diminifhed. The Ara- 
bians qualify the camels for expedition, by matches, In 
which the horfe runs agaiiift him. The camel, lefs a<^Iive 
and nimble, tires out his rival in a long courfe. When 
the mailer and the camel are ready and equipped for plun- 
der, the fet out together, traverfe the fandy deferts, 
and lie in ambufh upon the confines to rob the merchant or 
traveller. The man ravages, maflacres, and feizes the 
prey ; and the camel carries the booty. If thefe adven- 
turers are purfued, they make a precipitate retreat. The 
mailer robber mounts his favourite camel, drives the 
whole troop before him, travels three hundi-ed leagues in 
eight days without unloading his camels, or allowing them 
more than an hour each day for rell, or a cake of dough 
for their fubfiilencc. They fometimes remain the whole 
lime without drinking, unlefs they happen to fmcll out a 
fpring at a little diftance from the road, when tlicy re- 
double their pace, run to the water with eagernefs, which 
makes them take at one draitght as much as is fufficient to 
quench tlieir prefent third, and ferve them to the end of 
their journey. Such is the animal fo often celebrated ip 
the bible, the coran, and the callern romances. 

The Arabs who live in dillri^ls that afford fomc flender 
pallurc, and where the foil is proper for barley, breed the 
fined horfes in the world. Thefe horfes arc fent into all 
jl'arts to improve and multiply the breed of thefe animals, 
which are everywhere inferior in fwiftnefs, beauty, and 
fagacity, to thofe of Arabia. Their owners live with them 
as with domedics, on whofe fervice and affedlion they can 
rely : and it liappens with them as with all other wandering 
people, thofe in particular, who treat animals with kind- 
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ncfs, that both the men and the animals partake,,, in fome 
meafure, of each other's manners and difpofuion. Thefc 
Arabs are limple, mild, and docile : and the different re- 
ligions that have prevailed in thefe countries, and the fe- 
vcral governments, of which they have been the fubjedls or 
tributaries, have produced very little alteration in the cha- 
ra^ler they derive from climate or from hahit. 

The Arabs fettled near the Indian and the Red fca, and 
thofe who inhabit Arabia Felix, were formerly a mild 
people, fond of liberty, and content with a date of inde- 
pendence, without dreaming of conquefl. TIrcy were too 
much prejudiced m favour of tlic beauty of their iky, and 
of th* foil that fupplied their wants almoit without cul- 
ture, to be tempted to extend their dominion over diffei- 
ent countries lying in anotlicr climate. Mohammed 
changed tiieir ideas : but they retain no traces of the im- 
preflions he communicated to them. They pafs their 
time in fmoking, taking coffee, opium, and fherbet j or in 
burning exquilite perfumes, the fmoke of which they re- 
ceive in their clothes, which are (lightly fprinkled with 
rofe-water. Thefe gratifications are often preceded or 
followed by finging gallant or amorous verfes 

Their compolitions both in point of cxpreffion and fen- 
timent, have a degree of grace, foftnefs, and refinement, 
far beyond any thing we find amongll any other people, 
ancient or modern. The language they fpcak in this 
world to their mlRreffes, feema. as if it were the fame as 
that u hich they will fpeak to their houris in the other. It 
is a kind of mufic fo moving and fo fine ; a murmur fo 
foft, comparlfons fo agreeable and bloomlng,^ that one 
would almofl fay, their poetry was perfumed as their cli- 
mate. The imitations of nature in the Arabian poems, 
are of the fame kind as tlic expreflions of honour among 
our ancient knights. The latter is the quiuteflencc 
of virtue, the former of voluptiiournefs. They are deferib- 
ed as exhaufled by the ardour of their pafTion and of the 
climate, and having fcarce the power to breathe. They 
give thcmfelvcs up, without referve, to this delicious lan- 
gour, which, perhaps, they would not experience under 
any other fl<y . 

Before the Portuguefc had intercepted the navigation 
of the Red fea, the Arabs had more activity. They were 
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the fadlors of all the trade that pafTed through this chan- 
nel. Aden which is lituated at the moll fouthern extre- 
mity of Arabia upon the Indian ocean, was the ftaplc of 
this trade. The lituation of its harbour, which opened 
an eafy communication with Egypt, Ethiopia, India, 
and Perfia, had rendered it, for many ages, one of the 
mod flouiilhing fadories in Afia. Fifteen years after it 
had repulfed the great Albuquerque, who attempted to 
demolilh it, in 1513, it fubmitted to the Turks, who did 
not long remain mailers of it. The king of Yemen, wdio 
poirelTed the only diilricl in Arabia that merits the title of 
happy, drove them from thence, and removed the trade 
to Mocha, a place in his dominions, which till then was 
only a village. 

This trade was at fird inconfidcrable ; confiding princi- 
pally in myrrh, incenfe, aloes, balm of Mecca, fome aro- 
jnatics, and medicinal drugs. Thefe articles, the exporta- 
tion of which is continually retarded by exorbitant impoda, 
and does not exceed at prefent feven or eight hundred 
thoufand livres [on an average 3o,ocoL] were at that 
time more in repute than they have been lince ; but mud 
have been always of little confequence. Soon after a great 
change enfued from the introduclion of codee. 

The coffee tree is originally a native of Upper Ethi- 
opia, where it has been known time immemorial, and is 
dill cultivated with fuccefs. M. Lagrenec de Mczleres, 
one of the mod intelligent agents that France ever had in 
the India fervice, had lome of the fruit in his pofielhon, 
and has often made ufe of it. He found it to be larger, 
rather longer, not fo green, and almod as fragrant, as that 
which was fird gathered in Arabia towards the clofe of 
the fifteenth century. 

It is commonly believed, that a mollacli, named Cha- 
dely, was the firil among the Arabs who made ufe of cof- 
fee, to relieve liimfelf from a continual drowliucfs which 
hindered him from attending punclually to his no(flurnal 
devotions. His dervifes did the fame : and their exam- 
ple was followed by the lawyers. It was foon found out, 
that this liquor purified the blood by a gentle agitation, 
diffipatcd the crudities of the domach, and raifed the fpi- 
rits ; and it was adopted even by thofe who had no oc- 
cafion to keep themfelves awake. It paffed from the 
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borders of the Red fea to Medina and Mecca, and was 
introduced by the pilgrims into all the Mohammedan 
countries. 

In thefe countries, where there is lefs freedom of man- 
ners than in ours, where the jealoufy of the men, and the 
clofe confinement of the women, make fociety lefs lively, 
It was thought proper to encourage public colfee-houfes. 
I'hofe ill Perfia foon became infamous, where young 
Georgian women, dreffed like courtezans, a6led obfcene 
plays, and proftituted themfelves for hire. When thefe 
offcnfive irregularities were fupprefTed by order of tlie 
court, thefe houfes became places of decent refort for 
the Indolent, and of relaxation for men of bufincfs. The 
politicians entertained themfelves with news, the poets 
recited their veifes, and the mollachs delivered their fer- 
mons there, which were ufually rewarded with fome 
charitable donations. 

Affairs not in the fame peaceable, flate at Conftan- 
tinople. The cofFcc-houfes were no fooncr opened than 
they w^cre frequented to cxcefs. People (pent tiieir whole 
time in them. The grand mufti, exafperated to fee the 
mofques abandoned, pronounced that the infufion of this 
plant was included in that law of Mohammed, which for- 
bade the ufe of flrong liquors. Government, wdiich fre- 
quently aids the fuperilitjon of which it Is fometimes the 
dupe, gave immediate orders that the houfes which had 
given fitch offence to the priefls, fliould be fhut up ; 
and enjoined the officers of police to put a flop to the ufe 
of this liquor in private families. The llrong inclination 
they had for it Hill prevailed over all thefe fevere regula- 
tions. Coffee continued to be drunk, and even the places 
where it was to be had, foon grew more numerous than 
ever. 

Upon this occafion I fhould be much inclined to fay to 
fivercigns ; if you are dcfirous that your laws fhould be 
obferved, take care that they never fhould be made in 
oppofition to nature. I fhould fay to priefls ; let not 
your morality proferibe innocent pleafurcs. You may 
both of you threaten and thunder as much as you will ; 
you may ihew us your dungeons open, or hell under our 
feet : but you will never lliffle in me the dcfire of being 
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happy. I will be happy is the lirft article of a code, Zn- 
terior to every fyftem of Icgiflation or morality 

In the middle of the lall century, Kupioli, the grand 
vizier, went in difguife to thepiincipal coffee-h(niles in 
Conftantinople. He there found a number of malcon- 
tents, who, thinking the affairs of government were in 
reality the concern of every private perion, f[)oke of them 
with vvarmth, and araigned with great boldncfs the condndt 
of the generals and miihfters. He then vifited the taverns^ 
whei'e wine was fold. They were full of plain people, 
chichy foldiers, wlio accuffonied to conlider the intereds of 
the llate as tluTc of the prince, for whom they entertain- 
ed a filent veneration, fang lively fongs, talked of their 
amours and warlilce exploits, 'rhefe laff focieties, which 
are attended with no inconveniencics, he thought ought 
to be tolerated : but the firft he coididercd as dangerous 
under an ablolute government. He had hot fuffieiently 
confidered this matter, to convince himfclf, that they were 
not more calculated to raife apprchenfions than t!ie otliers. 
Even in a defpotic ffatc, the people who are opprelTed 
mull be left at liberty to complain, for it is a relief to 
them. That fort of difconlent which evaporates itfelf is 
not the one to be feared. Rebellions arife from that Ipi- 
lit of diiratisfa(fl'ion, which, being concealed, is worked up 
by internal fermentath)n, and breaks out in the rnofl 
fpeedy and terrible cffecls. Woe to thufe fovereigns whofe 
opprefilons arc continually incrcafing till the murmurs of 
the people ccafc. 

H owtver this may be, the regulation which was con- 
fined to the capital of the empire, has not difco\ira- 
ged the ule of coffee, and has, perhaps, inertafed the 
confumptiun of it. It is pul^licly offered to fale in aff 
the (Irects and niaikcts ready made, and is drunk in 
every family at Icall twice a-day. In fomc, it is al- 
ways ready, it being the cullom to offer it to all vifitors, 
and reckoned equally impolite not to offer it, or to rc- 
fufe it. 

At the fame time that coff'ee-houfes were ffiut in Con- 
flantinople, they were opened in Eondon. This novelty 
was introduced tliere in 1652 by a merchant of the name 
of Edward, on his return from the Levant. The Englifh 
grew fond of it ; and it has fince been introduced among 
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all the nations of Europe ; but the cuftom is purfiied with 
more moderation than in thofe climates where religion 
prohibits tlie ufe of wine. 

I'he tree that produces the coffee grows in the terri- 
tory of Betclfagui, a town belonging to Yemen, lituated 
upon a dry fand at the dillance of ten leagues from the 
Red fea. It is cultivated in a difiiric^f fifty leagues long, 
and liftecn or twenty broad : the fruit is not everywhere 
in equal perfe6Iion. That which grows upon the higher 
grounds, particularly at Ouden, is fmaller, greener, 
weighs heavier, and is gcncraly preferred. 

It is computed that Arabia contains twelve millions of 
inhabitants, among the greatell part of whom coft'ee is a 
highly favoured liquor. None but the rich citizens have 
the pleafure of tailing the berry itfclf. The common 
people are obliged to content tbernlclvcs with the (hell 
and the liiiflt of this valuable produdliion. Thefe remains, 
fo much defpifed, make a liquor of a pretty clear colour, 
which has the tafte of coffee without its bitternefs and 
llreiigth. Thefe articles may be bad at a low price at 
Betclfagui, which is the general market for them. Here 
likevvife is fold all the coflee which comes out of the 
country by land. The rell is carried to Mocha, which 
is thirty-five leagues diftant, or to the nearer ports of I^o- 
liia or Hodclda, from whence it is tranfported in fmall 
veffels to Jodda. The Egyptians fetch it from the lall- 
menlioned place, and all other nations from tlie former. 

The quantity of coffee exported may he ellimatcd from 
twelve to thirteen millions weight. The European com- 
panies take off a million and a half ; the Perfians three 
millions and a half ; the fleet from Suez fix millions and 
a half ; Indollan, the Maldives, and the Arabian colonics 
on the coall of Africa, fifty thoufand ; and the land cara- 
vans a million. 

*As the coffee which is bought up by the caravans and 
the Europeans is the heft that can he procured, it cofts 
from fixtecn to feventeeri fols [about Bid.] a pound. 
The Perfians, who content thcmfclves with that of an in- 
ferior quality, pay no more than twelve or thirteen fols 
[about 6id.] a pound. The Egyptians purchafe it at the 
rate of fifteen or fixtecn [about 8d.] ; their cargoes be- 
ing compofed partly of gopd, and partly of bad coffee 
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If we cftimate coffee at fourteen fols [about yd.] a pound, 
which is the mean price, the profits accruing to Arabia 
from its annual exportation, will amount to eight or nine 
millions of livres [from upwards of 300,000!. to 375,000!.] 
This money does not go into their coffers ; but it enabies 
them to purchafe the commodities brought from the fo- 
reign markets to their ports of Jodda and Mocha. 

Mocha receives from Abyflinia, fhecp, elephants’ teeth, 
mufk, and flaves. It is fupplied from the eaftern coait of 
Africa with gold, flaves, amber, and ivory ; from the Per- 
fian gulf, with dates, tobacco, and corn ; from Surat, 
with a vaft quantity of coarfe, and a few fine linens ; from 
Bombay and Pondicherry, with iron, lead, copper, which 
are carried thither from Europe ; from Malabar, with rice, 
ginger, pepper, Indian faffron, with cairc, timber, and 
cardamom ; from the Maldives, with gum benzoin, aloes- 
wood, and pepper, which thefe iflands take in exchange ; 
from Coromandel, with four or five hundred bales of cot- 
tons, chiefly blue. The greateft part of thefe commodi- 
ties, which may fetch fix millions [250,000!.] are con- 
fumed in the interior part of the country. The reft, par- 
ticularly the cottons, are difpofed of in Abyflinia, Socot- 
ra, and the eaftern coaft: of Africa. 

None of the branches of bufinefs which are managed at 
Mocha, as well as throughout all the country of Yemen, 
or even at Sanaa, the capital, are in the liands of the na- 
tives. The extortions with which they are perpetually 
threatened by the government, deter them from interfer- 
ing in them. All the warehoufes arc occupied by the 
Banians of Surat or Guzarat, who make a point of return- 
ing to their own country as foon as tliey have made their 
fortunes. They then refign their fettlements to mer- 
chants of their owm nation, who retire in their turn, and 
arc fucceeded by others. 

There is no country where the price of every thing *is 
not known, except that of man. The inoft civilized na- 
tions have not yet acquired that knowledge. Witnefs 
that multitude of capital punifhmenls inflicted in all parts 
for offences, even of a trivial kind. It is not probable, 
that thofe nations which condemn to death a young wo- 
man of eighteen years of age, who might be the mother 
of five or fix children, or a healthy and vigorous young 
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man of thirty, for having ftolcn a little piece of lilver, 
fhould have lufficiently meditated upon thofe tables of the 
probabilities of human life which they have fo learnedly 
calculated ; lince they feem to be ignorant how many in- 
dividuals are facrificed by nature, before the life of one is 
prolonged to that period. Thus, without being confei- 
ous of it, we repair a little injury done to fociety, by a 
greater. By the feverity of the puniiliment, we drive the 
culprit on from theft to affaflination. What ! is the 
hand, then, that has burfl open the lock of your coffers, 
or that has even plunged a poniard into the bread of a 
citizen, fit for nothing but to be cut off ? Becaufe a dif- 
honeft or an indigent debtor cannot difeharge his debts, 
is he to be rendered totally ufelefs to fociety, and reduced 
to the impoffibility of being ever able to pay you, by be- 
ing confined in a prifon ? Would it not be better for tlie 
public intereff, and for yours, that he ffiould make fomc 
ufe of his indufliy and his talents, provided you be em- 
powered by the adion you have legally brought againff 
him, to follow him everywhere, and to feize fuch a por- 
tion of his profit as fliall be adjudged to you by fome wife 
regulation ? But he will quit the country ? Of what con- 
fequence is it to you, whether he be in England, or in 
priion ? Will you not be equally a lofer of your money ? 
If there were mutual compads fettled between the na- 
tions, the delinquent would not find an afylum any 
where, If you enlarge your views a little, you will con- 
ceive, that the debtor wlio efcapes from you by flight, 
cannot poffihly make his fortune in a foreign country, 
without paying a part of his debts, from the ncceffaries he 
is obliged to fupply himfelf with, and from the reciprocal 
exchanges fubfilling between nations. It is with the 
wines of France, that he will intoxicate himfelf at Lon- 
don ; or with the filks of Lyons, that his wife will be 
clothed at Cadiz or Lifbon. But thefc fpeculations are 
too abftrad and patriotic for a cruel creditor, who, torment- 
ed with the fpirit of avarice and refentment, would rather 
keep his unfortunate debtor in chains, lying upon flraw, 
and feed him there with bread and water, than reftore him 
to his liberty. But thefe view^s ought not to have efcaped 
the notice of governments and of legifiators ; and it is they 
who are to be cenfured for all the barbarous abfuidities 
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fubfifting upon this matter in our nations that pretend 
to be civilized. 

The European companies who enjoy the excluhve pri- 
vilege of trading beyond the Cape of Good Hope, for- 
merly maintained agents at Mocha. Notwithftaiiding it 
was llipulated by a folemn capitulation, that the impofts 
demanded fhould be rated at two and a quarter per cent, 
they were fubjedl to frequent extortions; the governor of 
the place infilting on their making him prefents, which 
enabled him to purchafe the favour of the courtiers, or 
even of tlie prince himfelf. However, the profits they 
obtained by the fale of European goods, particularly 
cloths, made them fubmic to thefe repeated humiliations. 
When thefe fevcral articles were furnifhed by Grand CafrOi 
it was then impofliblc to withlland the competition, and 
the fixed fettlements were tlicrefore given up. 

The trade was carried on by fhips, that failed from 
Europe with iron, lead, copper, and filver, fulheient to 
pay for the cofice they intended to buy. The fupercar- 
goes, wlio had the care of thele tranfaCfioDS, fettled the 
accounts every time they returned. Thefe voyages, at 
firll rather numerous and advantageous, have been fuccef- 
fively laid afide. 'Fhe plantations of coffee made by the 
European nations in their colonies have equally leffened 
the confumption and the price of that whicli comes from 
Arabia. In procefs of time, thefe voyages did not yield 
a fnfficient profit to anfwer the high charges of undertak- 
ing them on purpofe. The companies of England and 
France then icfolved, one of them to fend fhips from Bom- 
bay, and the other from Pondicherry to Mocha, with tlic 
merchandize of Europe and India. They even frequently 
had recourfe to a mctliod that was lefs expenlive. The 
Englifh and French who trafiic from one part of India to 
another, vlfit the Red fea every year. Though tliey dif* 
pofe of their merchandize there to good advantage, they 
can never take in cargoes from thence for their return. 
They carry, for a moderate freight, the coffee belonging 
to the companies who lade the veffels with it, which they 
‘ difpatch from Malabar and Coromandel to Europe The 
Dutch company, who prohibit their fervants from fitting 
out fillips, and who fend no veffels themfelvcs to the gulf 
of Arabia, are deprived of the fhare they might take in 
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this branch of commerce. They have alfo given up a 
much more lucrative branch, that of Jodda. 

Jodda is a port litiiated near the middle of the gulf of 
Arabia, twenty leagues from Mecca. It is a fare har- 
bour, but the accefs to it is difficult. The purpofes of 
trade have brought nine or ten thoufand inhabitants there, 
who moft of them dwell in huts, and who are all con- 
demned to breathe an infedted air, and to drink brack ifh 
water. The government is of a mixed kind : the xeriff 
of Mecca, and the grand lignior, who keeps a Teebic 
and ufelefs garrifon tlicre, ffiare the authority and the re- 
venue of the cidloms between them. Thefe impods are 
levied upon the Europeans at the rate of eight per cent, 
and upon other nations at thirteen. They are always paid 
in merchandize, which the managers oblige the merchants 
of the country to buy at a very dear rate. The Turks, 
who have been driven from Aden, Mocha, and eveiy part 
of the Yemen, would long ago have been expelled from 
Jodda, if there had not been reafon to apprehend that 
they might revenge themfelvcs in fuch a manner as to put 
an end to their pilgrimages and commerce. 

Surat fends thiee fliips every year to Jodda, which arc 
laden with linens of all colours, ffiawls, cotton and hlk 
IliifFs, frequently oniamcutcd with gold and iilver flowers. 
The fale of thefe goods produces nine or ten millions of 
livres [from 375,000!. to 416,666!. 13s. 41!. J Bengal 
difpatchcs tuo, and more frequently three, fliips for the 
fame dedination ^ and their cargoes, which belong 10 the 
Englifh, may be one third leis in value than thofe of Su- 
rat. They confill of rice, ginger, faffron, fugar, a few 
filks, and a coiifnlerablc quantity of linens, wffiich arc for 
the mod part ordinary. rhefe veffels, which may enter 
the Red lea from the beginning of December till the end 
of May, find the fleet of Suez at Jodda. 

^ This city, which is fuppofed to he built upon the ru’ns 
of the ancient Arfinoe, is fituated at the extremity o^ ihc 
Red Tea, and at the dillance only of two or three days 
journey from Grand Cairo. Its inhabitants are partly 
Egyptians, and partly Arabs, d'hey are fo Htlle fond of 
living in the place, wdiich is unwdiolefome, and unprovided 
with drinkable water, that thofe among thcfn who enjor 
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an eafy fortune, or can meet with employment anywhere 
elfc, are never there but at the times of the fetting out 
and return of the fliips, both which events are regulated 
by periodical and invariable winds. Twenty veffels, re- 
fembling in lhape thofe of the Dutch, but ill built, badly 
fitted out, and improperly commanded, are difpatched 
every year to Jodda. Their cargo conlills chiefly of pro- 
vifions, but with this dilierence, that the five belonging 
to the grand flgnior deliver theirs gratiiitoully at Medi- 
na and Mecca, while the others commonly lell their car- 
goes at a very advantageous price. They carry alfo Ve- 
netian glals, coral, and yellow amber, of wdiich the In- 
dians make necklaces and bracelets. 

In exchange for their provifions, tlicir merchandize, 
and efpecially their gold, they receive fix or feven millions 
weight of coffee ; and in linens, Huffs, and fpices, 
to the value of feven or eiglit millions of livres [from 
291,6661. 13s. 4d. to 333>333l. 6s. 8d.] Such is the ig- 
norance and lazinefs ot thefc navigators, that the whole 
of thefc rich articles never reaches the place of their delli- 
natioiu A confiderable part of them is habitually fwal- 
lowed up by the waves, notwithflanding the care that is 
taken always to call anchor at the beginning of the 
night. 

The trade of the Red fea would become more exten- 
five, and lefs expofed to rifles, if a revolution which it has 
lately experienced fhould be attended with the conre([Uca- 
ces that feem to be expc6led from it. 

By a treaty concluded on the 7th May 1775, between 
the firllof the beys and Mr. Haflings the Britifli governor 
of Bengal, the Eiiglifli fettled in India are allowed to in- 
troduce and circulate, in the interior part of Egypt, all 
the merchandize they choofe, on paying fix and a half per 
cent, for thofe goods tliat come from the Ganges and 
Madras, and tight per cent, for thofe which liave been 
laden at Bombay and Surat. This convention has already 
been carried into execution, and the fuccefs has anfwered 
beyond expedlation. If the Ottoman court and the Arabs 
do not interrupt this new communication ; if the port of 
Suez, now almofl choked up with the fands, w^ere re- 
paired ; if the feditions which are inceffantly dillurbing 
die banks of the Nile could at length be put a flop to \ 
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we might perhaps fee the intcrcourfe between Europe 
and Afia carried on wholly, or in part, through the an- 
cient channel. 

The merchandize brought from Surat and Bengal, 
which the Egyptian fleet does not take ofF, is partly con- 
fumed in the country, and bought in great quantities by 
the caravans, which go every year to Mecca. 

The Arabs had ever entertained an alTeftion for this 
city. They fuppofed it to have been the rcfidence of 
Abraham ; and they flocked from all parts to a temple, 
of which they believed he w^as the founder. Mohammed, 
who was a man of too much underflanding to attempt to 
abolifli a devotion fo generally eflablifhed, contented him- 
felf with retlifying the object of it. He baniflied the idols 
from this revered place, and dedicated it to the unity of 
God. Mohammed was not the meflenger of heaven ; but 
he was an acute politician, and a great conqueror. To 
promote the concourfe of llrangers to a city which he in- 
tended to make the capital of his empire, he commanded 
that all who embraced his law fhoiild once in their lives un- 
dertake a pilgrimage thither, on pain of dying reprobates. 
This precept was accompanied with another, which makes 
it evident that he was not guided by fuperflition alone. 
He ordered that every pilgrim, of whatever country he 
was, fliould purchafe five pieces of cotton, and get them 
confecrated, and made into handkerchiefs for himfelf, and 
for all the perfons belonging to his family who might be 
prevented by reafonabic impediments from undertaking 
this holy expedition. 

This policy might naturally be expedled to make Ara- 
bia the centre of a prodigious trade, when the number of 
pilgrims fhould amount to feveral millions. This zeal is 
fo much abated, efpecially on the coafl: of Africa, in Iii- 
doftan and Pcrfia, in proportion to the refpedlive dillan- 
ces of thofe places from Mecca, that the number is redu- 
ced to a hundred and fifty thoufand, the majority of whom 
are Turks. They carry away with them feven hundred 
and fifty thoufand pieces of linen, each ten ells in length, 
exclufive of thofe which many of them buy for fale. 
They are encouraged in thefe mercantile fchemes by the 
advantages they have in crofling the deferts, and in not 
being expofed to thofe oppreflive tolls which are fo dj- 
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ftruftivc In the fca-ports of Suez and Baffora. The mo- 
ney received from thefe pilgrims and ti oin the fleet, as well 
as that which the Arabs get from the fale of their coffee, 
is expended in India. The veffcls from Surat, Malabar, 
Coromandel, and Bengal, annually carry away to the 
amount of fourreen or fifteen millions of livres [from 
583,333!. 6‘-. 8d. to 625,000!.] and about the ciglith part 
of this fnm in merchandize. VV^lien thefe riches are di- 
"vidt ci among the trading nations of Europe, the Englilh 
contrivt to appro])riate to themfelv'es the moll confider- 
ablc fiiare of them. They have acquired the fame iuperi- 
ority in Perfia. 

Tile Englini nation liad fcarce been admitted into the 
empire o' the Sopr.is, when, as we liave obferved, tlie 
Dutch reiortcd there in great numbers. The trade of 
thefe rej)ub;icm^ was at firfl ellablilhed on a very difad- 
vantageoiis foot mg ; but being, by the civil wars of Eng- 
land, toon deliver' a f;o!n a rival, whofe various privileges 
were not to be uveibalauced even by the greateil econo- 
my, they were in a (hort time without competitors, and 
coiifequeutly acquired an autliority to fet what price they 
ihoMglit propel on llie commodities they bought or fold. 
The t'onneclioiis of the Peifians with the Dutcli were 
fonurd on this d' firuiMive fylUm ; when the return of the 
Ei'gliu' who were fooii after fillowed by the French, 
gav ' a new turn to affairs, and put them upon a more 
equir.'lde footing. 

At the time when the three nations exerted their ut- 
molt efiorts to g.u'n the Inoeriorily, and thefe efforts turn- 
ed to tile advaiitagj of the empire, they were harafied 
with a thonfiiivl optn’LfTions, fome more unjufl and odious 
than o' liters. 'Phe throne was continually filled with ty- 
rannical or weak })r:nces, whofe cruelly and injuftice 
weakened the correrpondence of their fubjedls with other 
nations. One of th.fe tyrants was fo lavage, that a great 
man of Ids court ufed to fay, “ that whenever he came 
“ out of the king’s cloiet, he clapped both his hands to 
“ his head- to feel whether it were Rill upon his fhoul- 
“ ck r When the inceeffor of this tyrant was told that 
the tineft provinces in the empire were invaded by the 
''ihitks, h'’ anlvvercd cooly, “ that their progrefs gave hhn 

very htile diflurbaiice, provided they would leave him 
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“ the city of Ifp.ihan.” The fon of the latter was fo 
meanly enflaved to the molt frivolous oblervances of [\is 
religion, that he was ilyled, by way of derlhon, “ Hid- 
“ iein the monk, or prieft a charadder h fs odious, per- 
haps, in a prince, but much more dangerous to his people, 
than that of impiety, or deliance of the gods. Under 
thefe defpicablc foveieigns mercantile aiTaiis declined 
every day more and more. 1 lie Alghans dellroyed iheiu 
entii ely. 

Thefe arc a people of Candahar, mountainous coun- 
try, lymg north of India, 'i’h.cy liave iomelimes been 
fiibjeCt to the moguls, loiuctimcs to the Perfians, but are 
more fre(juently independent. Thole that do not rclldc 
in the capital live in tents, after the manner of the d'ar- 
tars. They are of low llatiue, and ill made; but arc 
flrong, robuh, ikiiled in the ufc of the bow, and in horie- 
manfhip, and inured to fatigue. I'heir maiihcr of figliting 
is lingular ; a chofen band of foldiers, divided into two 
parties, fall upon the enemy without any order, only en- 
deavouring to open the way for the army that follows 
them. As foon as the battle is begun, they fall back 
upon the flanks and towards the rear-guard, where their 
bufinefs is to prevent any perfon from giving way. If any 
foldier attempts to dy, they attack him with their fabres, 
and compel him to retuni to his port. 

About the beginning of this centuty, this fierce people 
left their mountains, invaded Perfia, carried devafiation 
everywhere, and at length fubdiied it, after a h’oody con- 
tert of twenty years. Panaticilm fiill perpetuates, and 
perhaps even expiates, the memory of the horrid outrages 
which they committed in the cuiuTe of their conqueft. 
For fuch is the natuie of religious enlhuiialm, that it ianc- 
tifies the crime it iulpiits, and tliat this crime expiates the 
others we have been guilty of. The fanatic la)'s to God, 
it is true, O Uord ! that I have adminillcred poifon, tliat 
I have murdered, and that I have robbed ; but thou wilt 
par-don me, for with my* own hands I have exterminated 
fifty of thine enemies. Inflamed with zeal for the fiqicr- 
ilitions of the Turks, and with implacable hatred againfl 
the fc(fl of Ali, the Afghans mafTacre thoufaiids of Per- 
fians in cold blood. In the meantime, the pi'ovinccs they 
bad not entered were ravaged by the Ruffians, Turks, and- 
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Tartars. Thamas Kouli Khan drove thefe robbers out 
this country, but fhewcd himfelf ftill more barbarous than 
they were. His violent death gave rife to new calamities. 
Anarchy aggravates the cruelties of tyranny. One of 
the finell empires in the world is become an extenfive fccne 
of defolation, and a lafting and fliameful monument of 
that dedrudfive inflin6l that animates uncivilized people, 
while at the fame time it is an inevitable confcquence of 
the defects of a defpotic government. 

During this general confufion, Bender- Abafii, and the 
other bad ports of Perfia, were ncgle6led. I'he little 
fhare of trade that dill fubfided was almod all conveyed to 
Baffora. 

This is a large city, built by the Arabs in the height 
of their profperlty, iiftcen leagues below the place where 
the Tigris and Euphrates meet, and at the fame didance 
from the Perfian gulf, into which thefe rivers empty 
thcmfelves. Its inhabitants are computed at fifty thou- 
fand ; confiding of Arabs, fifteen hundred Armenians, 
and a fmall number of families of different nations, whom 
the hope of gain has attracted. Its territory abounds in 
rice, fruits, pulfe, cotton, and particularly in dates. 

The port of Baffora, as thofe wdio fird edablifhed it 
forefaw, became a famous mart. The merchandize of 
Europe was brought there by the Euplirates, and that of 
India by Tea. The tyranny of the Portuguefe intercepted 
this communication. It would have been opened again when 
their power declined, had not this unhappy country con- 
tinually been the feene of thcdifputes between the Arabs, 
the Perfians, and the Turks. Thefe lad, become peaceful 
pofTefibrs of Baffora, have availed themfelvcs of the mis- 
fortunes of their neighbours, to bring trade back to this 
city ; the harbour of which has recovered its fplcndour 
and importance. 

This change has not been effeded without difficulty. 
At fird, the people of the country would not permit the 
traders to come out of the river. They forefaw', that if 
thefe foreigners were permitted to fettle in the city, they 
would not be fo mucli under their direidion, and might 
lay np in their magazines fuch of their commodities as 
they could not fell during one monfoon, with a view of 
dirpofing of them with greater advantage at another time. 
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To this maxim, which w'as the rcfiilt ofan Ill-judged avar- 
ice, were added others arifing from fupciRltious notions, 
[t was deemed a violation of the rcfpedl due to religion to 
permit infidels to inhabit a city confecrated by the blood 
of fo many martyrs and faints of the Mohammedan per- 
fuafion ; a prejudice that feemed to have fomc weight 
with the government ; but thefc fcrnples were filenced. 
Pecuniary confiderations were offered by the European 
nations, and they were allowed to eftablifh fadforiey, and 
even to difplay their refpedive flags upon them. 

Revolutions are fo frequent in Alla, Prejent Jlate of 
that trade cannot poflibly be carried on in trade in the 
the fame continued track as it is in Perjtan gulf 
Europe. Thefe events, joined to the and of that of 
little communication between the differ- the Engli/lo in 
ent dates, either by land or by fea, mult particular^ 
naturally occafion great variations in the 
quantity and value of commodities. Baflbra, on account 
of its great diftance from the centre of trade, is more ex* 
pofed to this inconvenience than any other place. How- 
ever, upon an average, we need not be under any appre- 
henfion of departing much from the ftridlefl truth, 
when we venture to eftimate the merchandize annually 
brought there by way of the gulf at twelve million* 
[500,000!.] Of this the Englifli furnilh four million® 
[166, 6661. 13s, 4d.] the Dutch two [83,333!. 6s. 8d.2 
the French, the Moors, the Indians, the Armenians and 
Arabs, furnifii the remainder. 

The cargoes of thefe nations con fid of rice, fugar, 
plain, drlped, and flowered, muflins, from Bengal ; fpices, 
from Ceylon and tire Molucca iflands ; coarfe, white, and 
blue cottons, from Coromandel : cardamom, pepper, fan- 
ders-wood, from Malabar; gold and filvcr duffs, turbans, 
lhawls, indigo, from Surat ; pearls from Baharen, and 
codec from Mocha ; ir‘on, lead, and woollen cloth from 
Europe. Other articles, of Icfs confequence, are import- 
ed from didereut places. Some of tlicfe commodities are 
dripped on board fmall Arabian veffels ; but the greater 
part is brought by European fliips, which have the advan- 
tage of a confidcrable freight. 

This mcrchaBdize is fold for I'cady money ; and pad(^ 
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throu2;h the hands of the Greeks, Jews, and Armenians, 
The Banians are cimployed in changing the coin current at 
Eaifora, for that which is of higher value in India. 

The different commodities colle£led at Baffora are dif- 
tributcd into three channels. One half of them goes to 
Perlia, where they arc conveyed by the caravans ; there 
being no navigable river in the whole empire. The chief 
conTumption is in the norrliern provinces, which have not 
been fo much ravage d as thole in tlie fouth. Both of them 
formerly made their payments in precious ftones, which 
were become conrmon, by the plunder of India. They 
had afterwards recourfe to copper utenfils, which had 
been exceedingly multiplied from the great abundance of 
copper mines. At la!l, they gave gold and filver in ex- 
change, v'hich had been concealed during a long feeneof 
tyranny, and are continually digged out of the bowels of 
the earth. If time be not allowed for the trees that pro- 
duce gum, and have been cut to pufh out frelh fliuotG ; if 
no attention be paid to multiply the breed of goats which 
afford fuch fine wool ; and if the filks, which are hardly 
fufheientto fupply the few mauufadlures remaining in Per- 
fia, continue to be fcarce ; in a word, if this empire does 
not rife again from its allies, the mines will be exhauflcd, 
and this fource of commerce mull be given up. 

The fecond channel is a more hire one, by the way of 
Bagdad, Aleppo, and other intermediate towns, whofe 
merchants come to buy their goods at Baflora. Coffee, 
linen, fpic . s, and other merchandize that pafs this way, 
arc taken in exchange lor gold, French woollen cloths, 
galls, and orpiment, which is an ingredient in colcuirs, 
and much ufed by the eallern people to extirpate their 
liair. 

Another much lefs confiderable channel is that of Ara- 
bia DAcrta. The Arabs, bordering upon Baffora, repair 
anniuilly to Aleppo in the fpring, to fell camels. It is 
ufnal to give them credit for muflins, which they buy 
very cheap, to the amount of fix hundred thoufand livres 
1^25,0001 ]. They return in the autumn, bringing wool- 
len cloths, coral, hardware, and fomeglafs and mirrors from 
Venice. The Arabian caravans are never molefled in 
their journey, nor are foreigners in any danger, if they 
lake care to cany along with them a perfon belonging to 
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each of the tribes they may happen to meet \^nth. Thi® 
road through tlic defert would be univerfally preferred to 
that of Bagdad, on account of fafety, expedition, and 
the advantages of fale, if the pacha of the province, 
who has ehablilhed tolls in different parts of his territory, 
did not life every pofliblc precaution to hinder this com- 
munication. It is only by eluding the vigilance of his 
deputies, that one can prevail upon the Arabs to carry 
with them forne goods, which will not take up much 
room. 

Befide thefe exportations, there is rather a confiderable 
confumption, efpccially of coflec, at BafTora, and the ter- 
ritories belonging to it. Thefe articles are paid for in 
dates, pearls, rofe- water, dried fruits, and grain, when that 
is allowed to be difpofed of to foreigners. 

This trade would be more extenfive, if it were freed 
from the fliackles that confine it. But the activity that 
might be expedfed from the natives of the country is 
continally damped by the opprelfions they labour under, 
efpccially at a ditlaucc from the cent re of the empirco 
The foreigners are no lefs oppreiTed liy governors, who 
deu’ve from their extortions tiie advai.tage of maintaining 
themfelves in their office, and frequently of fecuring their 
lives. Were it pofiible, in fome meafure, to affiuage this 
thirll of gold, it would foon be renewed by the rivallhip 
of the Turopeaii nations, whufe foie aim is to fupplant 
one another, and who, to luccccd in this deiign, feruplc 
not to employ the moll execralile exoedieniis. A flriking 
in (lance of this odious fpirit of jealoufy happened in 
1748. 

Baron Knypliaufen mimagcd tlic Dutch fadory at Baf- 
fora with extraordinary fuccefs. The Duglifli found them- 
felves in imminent danger of Joling the fuperiority they 
had acquired at this place, a* well as in moil ot the fca-ports 
in India. The dread of an evtmt wlu'ch mufl wound at 
the fame time tlieir interdls and their vanity, betrayed 
them into injullicc. Tliey excited the Thirkilh govern- 
ment to Inpprcfs a biancli of trade that was ufeful to it, 
and procured an oider for the confifcatioii of the mer- 
chandize and poffeffiions of their rivals. 

The DiUcli fadeu', who, under tlie charader of a mer- 
chant, concealed the Ratefman, inhantly took a refolution 
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worthy of a man of genius. He retired with his depend- 
ents, and the broken remains of his fortune, to Karek, ii 
Imall ifland, at the diftance of fifty leagues from the mouth 
of the river ; where he fortified himfelf in fuch a manner, 
that, by intercepting the Arabian and Indian veflels 
bound for the city, he compelled the government to in- 
demnify him for the Ioffes he had fuftained by its behavi- 
our. The fame of his integrity and abilities drew to his 
ifland the privateers of the neighbouring ports, the mer- 
chants, even of Baffora, and the Europeans who traded 
there. The profperlty of this new colony was daily in- 
creafing, when it was forfaken by its founder. The fuc- 
ceffor of this able man did not difplay the fame talents. 
'Towards the end of the year 1765- he fuffered himfelf to 
be dirpoffefled of his ifland by the Arabian corfair Mir- 
maliana. 'The company loft an impoitant poft, and more 
than two millions [83,333!. 6s. 8d.], in artillery provi- 
fions, and merchandi'/e. 

By this event, Baffora was freed from a rivalfhip that 
was prejudicial to its intcrcfls ; but an nnforefecn and 
much more formidable one lias fiiccceded in its room, 
which is that of Mafcatc. The Perfian gulf is bordered 
on the well by the eaflern coafi of Ai*abia. The inhabi- 
tants of this region have nothing for fubiiilcnce, but a few 
dates, and the produce of a plentiful fifhery, obtained 
with ealc. Even tke finall quantity of cattle that can be 
ralfed there, is fed only upoir fifh. Every little diflridt has 
a flieik of its own, who is obligc<l to provide for the 
wants of his family, by his labour or his induflry. On 
the fii'i'l fignalof the leadl danger, thclc jicople fly for re- 
fuge into the neighbom ing illinds, from whence they do 
not return to the continent till tlie enemy is withdi'avvn. 
'There is no place in th.e country that was ever worth pie- 
fcrviiig, cxcc[)t Mafcatc. Tire great Albuquci'que made 
liimfelf mailer of tliis city in 1507, and ruined ils trade, 
which he intended te) transfer entirely to Oimus. When 
the Portnguefe had loll this fmall kingdenn, they were de- 
firous (jf bringing die tradeback t(^ this place. Their en- 
deavours provael melfe 'tnal ; and the navigators bci;t their 
courfc to Gombroon. 'Phey dreaded the iufolcnce of the 
old tyrants of India, and were unwilling to rely upon 
their fidelity, veffcls entered the harbour, except 
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thofe brought in by the Portuguefe thcmfelves. It ceaf- 
cd to be frequented by the (hips of every nation, after 
thefe imperious mailers were duven from it in 1648. 
Their pride prevailing over their views of intereft, made 
them no longer defirous of going there : and they had Hill 
a fufheient degree of influence to prevent any fhips from 
entering the harbour or going out of it. 

The decline of their power tempted the inhabitants of 
Mafcate to the fame a6ls of piracy which they themfelves 
had fo long been expofed to. They made defeents upon 
the coafls of their ancient opprefTors ; and the fiiccefs 
they met with encouraged them to attack the fmall 
Moorifli and European veflels that frequented the Perfian 
gulf. But they vver-e fo feverely chaRifed for their plun- 
ders by feveral nations, and efpecially by the EngliRi, that 
they were obliged to defiR. From that period, the city 
Tank into a Rate of obfewrity, which was prolonged for a 
confiderable time by intcRiiie broils and foreign invafions. 
At Icngtii, the government aRuming a more regular form 
at Mafeate, and in the whole country under the jiirifdic- 
ti<Mi of its imari, its commerce began to revive about the 
year I749._ 

The articles of conlumption in the countr}" itfelf, are 
rice, blue linens, iron, lead, fugar, and fomc fpices ; the 
returns for which are made in myrrh, incenfe, gum-arabic, 
and a fmall quantity of filver. Idiis trade, however, woidd 
not be confiderable enough, to invite Ihips to this place, 
if Mafcate, wdiich is fituatcd pretty near the entrance of 
tlie Pei Ran fen, were not an excellent mart for the inner- 
moll part of the gulf. All trading nations begin to give 
it the preference to BaRora, becaufe it makes thtir voyage 
fliortcr by three months; they are free from any kind 
extol Lion ; and impoRs are lowered to one and a Iralf per 
cent. The merchandize, indeed is afterwards to be car- 
ried to IkrRora, uhere it pays a lax of three per cent ; 
but the Arabs fall with lo little cxpencc, and have fo many 
methods of eluding the tolls, that they will always find 
their account in dirpofing of their goexis at Mafcate. 
Bclide this, the dates, which are produced at BaRora in 
greater plenty and perfedlion than any other article, and 
are often fpoiled on board large veRcls that fail Rowly, 
aj'c conveyed wi'ili the utmoR expedjii(fh in light barks to 
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Malabar and the Red fea. There is a particular reafon 
which will always induce the Englifh, who trade for them- 
felves, to frequent Mafcatc. They are there exempted 
from the five per cent, which they are obliged to pay at 
BafTora, as well as at all other places where their company 
have made feltlemcnts. 

The company have never attempted to eftablifli them- 
felves on the ifland of Baharen ; which we are at a lofs to 
account for. This ifiaiul, which lies in the Perfian gulf, 
has often changed its mailers. It fell, with Ormus, under 
the dominion of rhe Portuguefe, and was governed by 
the fame laws. Thefe conquerors were afterwards de- 
prived of it, and it has fince undergone a variety of revo- 
lutions. Thamas Kouli Khan rellored it to Perfia, to 
which it had belonged. 'This haughty nfurper at that 
time conceived the plan of forming a mod immenfe em- 
pire. Pie wilhed to extend it over two Teas, fome coafts 
of which he already polFclTed : Init finding tliat his fub- 
je6Is oppofed his defign inflead of favouring of it, he had 
lecourfc to one of thofe arbitrary a<^ds wliich tyrants make 
no fcrnple of exercifing, and tranfported his fubjedls in 
the Perlian gulf to the Cafpian fea, and thofe in the Caf- 
pian fea to the Perfian gulf. This double tranfmigratlon 
appeared to him calculated to break the connexions 
which both thefe people had formed with his enemies, and 
of focuring their fidelity, if he could not engage tlicir at- 
tachment. Plis death put a period to his vafl defigns ; 
and the confufion into which his empire was thrown, af- 
forded a fair opportunity to an ambitious and enterprifing 
Arab of taking polfelTion of Baharen, where he Hill main- 
tains his authority. 

'Phis illand, famous for its pearl filhery, even at the 
time when pearls were found at Ormu", Karek, Kelliy, 
and other places in the gulf, is now become of much great- 
er conlequence, lincc the other banks have been exFiaull- 
cd, while this has fuffered no fenfible diminution. Tlnj 
fiflicry begins in April, and ends in OXober. It is con- 
fined to a traX of four or five leagues. The Arabs, who 
alone follow this employment, pals their nights upon the 
illand or the coall, unlefs they arc prevented by the wind 
from going on fiiore. They formerly paid a toll, which 
was received by the galliots on that ftation. Since the 
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laft alteration, none hut the inhabitants of this ifland pay 
this acknowledgment to their (lieik, who is not in a con- 
dition to demand them from others. 

The pearls taken at Baharen, though not fo white as 
thofe of Ceylon and Japan, are much larger than thofe 
of the former place, and of a more regular lhape than 
thofe of the latter. They are of a yellowifli call ; but 
have this recommendation, that they preferve their golden 
hue ; whereas the whiter kind lofe much of their lultre by 
keeping, particularly in hot countries. The fliell of both 
thefe fpecies, which is knowm by the name ot mother of 
pearl, is ufed in Afia for various purpofes. 

'The annual revenue ariiing from the fifliery in the lati- 
tude of Baharen, is computed at 3,600,000 livres 
[150,000!.] ThegreateO: part of the pearls that are un- 
even, are carried to Conilantinoplc, and other ports of 
Turkey; where tlie larger compofe part of the ornaments 
of the head-drefs, and the fmaller are ufed in works of 
embroidery. The perfctl pearls mull: be referved for Su- 
rat, from whence they are dillributed throughout all In- 
dollan. The women have fo llrong a paffion for luxury, 
and the fale of this article is fo much increafed by fuper- 
hition, that there is not the leali: reafon to apprehend 
any diminution either in the price or the demand. There 
are none of the gentiles who do not make it a point of 
religion to bore at leali one pearl at the time of their mar- 
riage. Whatever may be the myfterious meaning of tin’s 
culloin among a people wdiole morality and politics are 
couched in allegories, or where allegory bccomi.s religion; 
this emblem of virgin modelty has proved advantageous 
to the pearl trade. The pearls that iiave not newly been 
bored, make a part of drefs ; but cannot have a place in 
the marriage ceremony, ’where one new pearl is at lead 
indilpenlable. They are accordingly always fold live 
and twenty or thirty per cent, cheaper than thofe which 
come from the gulf where they are talvcn. 'Bhere arc 
no pearls at Malabar ; but it has riches of another 
kind. 

Malabar is, properly fpeaking, a Defer iption of 
country fituated between Cape Comorin il\ C j if of 
and the river of Neticeram. But to lahar^ ife. 



326 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND T RADE ///. 

make our narrative the better iinderftood, by accommodat- 
ing it to the notions generally received in Europe, we 
fhall give this name to the whole tradl extending from the 
Indus to Cape Comorin, including the adjacent iflands, 
and beginning w’ith the Maldives. 

The Maldives form a long chain of iflands to the weft: 
of Cape Comorin, which is the neareft part of the conti- 
nent. They are divided into thirteen provinces, which 
are called atollons. This divifion is the work of nature, 
that has furroiinded each atallon with a barrier of rocks, 
furnifliing a better defence than the ftrongeft fortification 
againfl the impetuofity of the weaves, or the attacks of an 
enemy. The natives reckon tlie number of thefe iflands 
at twelve thoufand ; the fmalleft: of which are nothing 
more than banks of fand that are overflowed at high 
tides, and the largclt very fmall in circumference. Of all 
the channels that feparate them, there are only four ca- 
pable of receiving {hips : the reft are fo (hallow, that 
they have feldom more than three feet water. It is con- 
jedfured, wnhh probability, that all thefe different iflands 
were formerly one, and that the force of the waves and 
currents, or fome great natural event, has divided them in- 
to feveral portions. 

It is probable, that this archipelago was originally 
peopled from Malabar. Afterwards the Arabians went 
there, ufurped the fovereignty, and eftablifhed their own 
religion. At length, the two nations were united into 
one ; when the Portuguefc, foon after their arrival in In- 
dia, reduced them to fubjedlion. This tyranny was of 
(hort continuance. The garrifon, which held them in 
flavery was exterminated, and the Maldives recovered their 
independence. Since this period, they have fallen under 
the yoke of an arbitrary prince, who keeps his court at 
Male, and has refigned the whole authority to the priefts. 
He is the foie merchant in his dominions. 

An admin Iftration of this ftamp, and the barrennefs of 
the country, which produces nothing but cocoa trees, pre- 
vents the trade from being confiderable. The exports con- 
fift only of cowries, fifli, and kayar. 

Kayar is the bark of the cocoa tree, of which cables are 
made, that ferve for the Indian navigation. This is no- 
where fo good, and in fuch plenty, as in the Maldives. A 



Book IIL IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 327 

great qiianity of it is carried, with fome cowries, to Cey- 
lon, where thefe commodities are exchanged for the arcca 

DUt. 

The fhh called in the country complemafTe, is dried 
in the fun. It is faked by dipping it fcveral times in 
fea-water, and cut into ykces of the thicknefs and length 
of a man’s finger. Two cargoes of it are annually 
brought to A then, which are purchafed with gold and 
benzoin, k'he gold remains in the Maldives ; and the 
benzoin is fent to Mocha, where it procures in return 
about three hundred bales of coffee for the confumption 
of thefe iflands. 

Cowries are wliite and fliining fliells. The inhabitants 
fifh For them twice a-month ; three days before the new 
moon, and tliree days after. This employment belongs 
to the women, who wade to the middle in water to ga- 
ther them upon the funds. 'I’hey are put up in parcels, 
each containing twelve thoufand. 'rhofe that are not cir- 
culated in the country, or carried to Ceylon, arc fent to 
the banks of the Ganges. A great number of vefTcIs 
annually fail from this river, laden with fngar, rice, linen, 
and other lefs confiderable articles, for the ufe of the Mal- 
dives, and return with cargoes of cowries, valued at about 
fewen oreighthundredlhoiirandlivrcs[rrom 29,166!. 133. 4d. 
to 33,3331* 6 s. 8 d.] One part is circulated in Bengal, 
where it ferves as fmall coin. The rck is taken off by the 
Europeans, who ufe it with advantage in their tiadc witli 
Africa. They buy it at fix fols [about 3d.] a pound and 
fell it from twelve to eighteen [near 8d. on an average.] 
in their fevcral capitals; it is worth thirty five livrea 
[ih 9B. 2d.] in Guinea. 

The kingdom of Travarreor, wliieh extends from Cape 
Comorin, to the frentiers of Cochin, was not formerly 
in pofTefrioii of a greater fliare of opulence than the 
Maldives. It is probable that it owed tlie prefervation of 
its independency to Its poverty, when tlic ^moguls made 
thcmfelves makers of Madura. One of their monarchs, 
who afeended the throne about the year 1730, and who 
reigned near forty years, added more dignity to his crown 
than it had ever had before. He w as a man of cxquilite 
and deep fenfe. He was giving audience to two ambaf- 
fadors that had been fent him by a neighbouring kate, 
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one of whom began a long harangue, whicli the other was 
preparing to continue : “ be not tedious, faid the 

prince, with an aufterc brow, “ life is fliort.’^ His reign 
was fullied only by one a6l of wcaknefs ; he was of the 
tribe of the Nairs, and thought it a difgrace to him that 
he did not belong to the fuperior caft. In the view of 
being incorporated into it, as much as it was poUible, in 
the year 1732, he caufed a golden calf to be call, which 
he entered into by the miczzle, and came out at the op- 
pofite part. Since that time, his edicts were all dated, 
from the day of fo glorious a regeneration ; and, to the 
great icandal of all Indollan, he was acknowledged for a 
bramin, by all thofe of his fubjefts who enjoyed this im- 
portant prerogative. 

With the aifillance of a Frenchman named Le Noye, 
this monarch had formed the belt difeiplined army that 
had ever been feen in thefe countries. With thefe for- 
ces it is faid that he meditated the conqucllof all the Ma- 
labar ; and perhaps his ambition might have been crown- 
ed with fuccefs, had it not been oppofed by the Euro- 
pean nations. Notwithllanding tliefe impediments he 
fucceeded in enlaiging Ids dominions ; and, what w^as in- 
finitely more difficult, in rendering his ufurpations ufeful 
to liis fubjeCls. In the midll of the tumult of arms, agri- 
culture was encouraged ; and fonie coarfe manufa6lures 
of cotton were fet on foot. 

There are tw^o European fcttlements in the kingdom 
of Travancor ; that of the Danes at Kolechcy has fcarce 
any trade. It is very fcldom, indeed, that the fmalleft. 
purchafe or lale is ever made tliere by the people of that 
nation. 

The EngllHi factory of Anjengo is fituatcd on a point 
of land at the moutli of a fmall river, which, during the 
greatell part of the year is choked up with fand. The 
town is well peopled, and full of manufadtures. It w'as 
formerly defended by four fmall balUons w ithout a ditch, 
and by a garrifon of one hundred and fifty men. This 
expence has been thought iinncceffary. A fingle agent 
now takes care of all the bufinefs, with lefs parade and more 
advantage. 

Territory of Anjengo, thou art nothing ; but thou haft 
given birth to Eliza. A day will come, when thefe fta* 
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pics of commerce founded by the Europeans on the 
coads of Alia will cxill no more. Before a few centuries 
arc elapfed, the grafswill cover them, or the Indians 
avenged, will have built upon their ruins. But if my 
works be deftined to have any duration, the name of An- 
jengo will not be obliterated from the memory of man. 
Thofe who diall read my woiks, or thofe wliom the 
winds lhall drive tow^ards thele lliores, will fay : there it 
is that Eliza Draper was born ; and if there be a Briton 
among them, he will immediately add, with the fpirit of 
confcioiis pride, and there it was that Ore was born of Eng- 
liih parents. 

Let me be permitted to indulge my grief, and to give 
a free courle to my tears ’ Eliza was my friend. Reader, 
wdrofoever thou art, forgive me this involuntary emotion. 
Let my mind dwell upon Eliza. If I have fometimes 
moved thee to <; ompaOionate the calamities of the hu- 
man race, let me now prevail upon thee to commife- 
rate my own misfortune. 1 was thy friend without know- 
ing thee ; be for a moment mine. Thy gentle pity lhall 
be my reward. 

Eliza ended her days in the land of her forefathers, at 
the age of three and thirty. A cclcftial foul was feparat- 
ed from a heavenly body. Ye who vilit the fpot on 
which her faci'cd allies reft, write upon the marble that 
covers them, — in fuch a year, in fuch a month, on luch a 
day, at fuch an hour, God withdrew his fpirit, and Eliza 
died. 

And thon, original writer, her admirer and her friend, 
it was Eliza who iufpired thy works, and didfated to 
thee the moll affeding pages of them. Fortunate Sterne, 
thou art no more, and 1 am left behind. 1 wept over 
thee with Eliza ; thou wouldft weep over her with me ; 
arid had it been the will of Heaven, that you had both fur- 
vived me, your tears would have fallen together upon my 
grave. 

The men were ufed to fay, that no woman had fo 
many graces as Eliza : the womtn faid too. They all 
praifed lier candour ; they all extolled her fenfibility ; 
they were all ambitious of the honour of her acquaiiitancf. 
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The flings of envy were never j'lanted againft unconfci- 
fcious merit. 

Anjengo, it is to the iwfiuence of thy happy climate 
that file certainly was indebted for that almoit incompat- 
ible harmony of voluptiiournefs and decency, which di- 
fufcd itfelf over all her perfon, and accompanied all her 
motions. A flat nary who would have wiflied to reprefent 
voluptuoufnefs, would have taken her for his model ; 
and fhc would equally have ferved for him who might 
have had a figure of modefly to difplay. Even the gloomy 
and clouded fky of England had not been able to obfeure 
the brightnefs of that aerial kind of foul, unknown in our 
climates. In every thing that Eliza did, an irrefi liable 
charm was diffufed around her. Defire, but of a timid 
and bafhful cafl followed her fleps in filence. Any man 
of courteoufnefa, alone mud have ioved^her, but would not 
have have dared to own his paflion. 

1 fearch for Eliza everywhere : I difeover, I difeern 
fome of her features, fome of her charms, fcattered 
among thofe women whofe figure is mod intcreding. 
But what is become of her who united them all ? Na- 
ture, who had exhauded thy gifts to form an Eliza, didft 
thou create her only for one moment ? Didd thou make 
her to be admired for one indant, and to be for ever re- 
gretted. 

All who have feen Eliza, regret her. As for myfclf, 
my tears will never ceafe to flow for her all tlie time I 
have to live. But is this fufficient? Thofe who have known 
her tendernefs for me, the confidence fhe had bedowed 
upon me, will they not fay to me fhe is no more, and yet 
thou lived. 

Eliza intended to quit her country, her relations, her 
friends, to take up her refidence along with me, and fpend 
her days in the midd of mine- What happinefs had I 
not promifed to myfclf? What joy did I not expe^l, from 
feeing her fought after by men of genius, and beloved 
by women of the niced tade ? I faid to myfelf, Eliza is 
young, and thou art near thy latter end. It is fhe who 
will clofe thine eyes. Vain hope ! Fatal reverfe of all 
human probabilities ! My old age has been prolonged be- 
yond the days of her youth. There is now no perfon in 
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the world exifling for me. Fate has condemned me to 
live, and die alone. 

Eliza’s mind was cultivated, but the effeds of this art 
were never perceived. It had done nothing more than 
efubelliflied nature, it ferved in her only to make the 
charm more lafUng. Every inflant increafed the delight 
Ihe infpired ; every inllant rendered her more interelling. 
Such is the impremon ihe had left in India ; fuch is the 
impreflion fhe made in Europe. Eliza tlien was very beau- 
tiful ? No, (he was fimply beautiful : but there was no 
beauty file did not eclipfe, becaufe fhe was the only one 
that was like hcrfelf. 

Eliza has written ; and the men of her nation, whofe 
works have been the moll abounding in elegance and tafte, 
would not have difavovved the fmall number of pages (he 
has left behind her. 

When I faw Eliza, I experienced a fenfation unknown 
to me. It was too warm to be no more than fricndfln’I) ; 
it was too pure to be love. Had it been a paflion, Eli- 
za would have pitied me ; fhe would have endeavoured to 
bring me back to my reafon, and I Ihould have complete- 
ly loll it. 

Eliza ufed frequently to fay, that Ihe had a greater 
clleem for me than any for one elfe. At prefent I may 
believe it. 

In her lad moments, Eliza’s thoughts were fixed upo* 
her friend : and I cannot write a line without having be- 
fore me the monument flie has left me. Oh ! that Ihc 
could alfo have endowed my pen with her graces and her 
virtue ! Methinks, at lead, I hear her fay, “ That dern 
** mufe that looks at you, is Hidory, whofe awful duty 
“ it is to deter mine the opinion of poderity. That fickle 
“ deity that hovers o’er the globe, is Fame, who conde- 
feended to entertain us a moment about you ; flic 
brought me thy works, and paved the way for ourcon- 
nedion by edeem. Behold that phccnix immortal 
“ amidd tlie flames : it is the fymbol of Genius, which 
‘‘ never dies. L^t thefe emblems perpetually incite thee 
“ to Ihew thyfelf the defender of humanity y of 'truth ^ and 
of liberty,” 

Eliza, from the bighed heaven, thy fird, and lad coun* 
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try, receive my oath : / fnvear not to 'write one line in 
which thy friend may not he recogni%ed» 

Cochin was a place of great note when the Portuguefe 
arrived in India. They made themfelvcs mailers of it, 
and were afterwards difpoffefTed by the Dutch. The fo- 
veveign, at the time this place was taken from him, had 
preftrved his dominions, which, in the fpace of five and 
twenty years, have been repeatedly invaded by the peo- 
ple of Travancor. Plis misfortunes have obliged him to 
take refuge under the walls of his ancient capital, where 
lie lives upon a revenue of 14,400 livres [600I.] which 
was flipnlated to he paid him by ancient capitulations, out 
of the produce of his culloms. In the fame luburb is a 
colony of indulLrious Jews, who are white men, and ridi- 
culonfly pretend to have been fettled here fince the time 
of the Babylonifli captivity, but have certainly been in 
this fituation a very confiderable time. A town encom- 
paffed with fertile lands and built upon a river that receives 
veffels of five hundred tons burden, and communicates by 
fcvcral navigable branches to the interior parts of the 
country, may naturally be expedled to be in a flourdhing 
condition. If it be otherwife, it is entirely owing to the 
opprefTive nature of the government. 

This opprefTive fpirit is at Icall as fenfibly felt at Cali- 
cut : ail nations arc admitted thither, but none have any 
fway. The fovereign who rules there at prefent is a bra- 
min ; and the people are conlequently under a theocracy, 
which, in procefs of time, becomes the word of all go- 
vernments, becaufe the hand of the gods adds to the 
weight of the feeptre of the tyrants, and the fan6lity of 
one of the authorities, occafions a blind fubmiflion, and 
under pain of lacrilcge, to the caprices of the other. 
The orders of the delpot are changed into oracles, and 
the difobedience of the fubjeits incurs the ftigma of a re- 
volt againll heaven. The thrune of Calicut is almoll the 
only one in India that is filled by a perfon of this firil of 
the calls. In other places, the crown is worn by inferior 
tribes, and even by perfons of fo obfeure a cad, that their 
domedics would be dilhonoured and banilhed from their 
tribes, if they condefccnded even to cat with their mo- 
nftrehs. Thefe people take care not to boad of having 
fupped with the king ; this prejudice is not, perhaps, 
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more ridiculous than any other. It humbles the pride of 
princes, and deprives courtiers of one fource of vanity. 
Such is the influence of fuperflition, that it gives rife to 
the univerfal prevalence of opinion. By fLiperflition arti- 
fice divides the empire with power ; when the latter has 
conquered and enflaved the world, the former interpofes 
and preferibes laws in its turn ; they enter into a league 
with each other, mankind fall proflrate, and fubmit to 
their chains. If it flionld happen that thefe two power?, 
being diflatisfied, fliould rife up the one again ll the other^ 
then it is that the blood of the citizens is feen llreaming 
in the ftreets. One party ranges itfelf under the ifaiidard 
of fuperftition, the other under the banners of the fover- 
cign. Fathers murder their children ; and children plunge, 
without hefitation, the poniard in the bread of their fa- 
thers. Every idea of jntlice is at an end ; every fentiment 
of humanity is annihilated ; nmns leems metamorphofed 
at once into a wild bead. The cry on one fide is, rebels, 
obey your monarch ; on the other, facrilegious, impioi g 
men, obey your God, the mailer of your king, or die. I 
fhall addrefs myfelf, then, to all the fovereigns of the 
earth,, and I fltall venture to reveal to them the feeret 
thought of the pncllhood. If the pried were to explain 
himfelf frankly, he would fay, it the fovereign be not my 
llftor, he is mine enemy ; I have put the axe into his hand, 
but on condition that I lhall point out to him the heads 
that are to be druck off. The brainins, the depoiitarics 
of religion and the fcieiices throughout Indollaii, arc em- 
ployed as miniders in mod of the dates, and dilpofe of 
every thing at pleafure ; but allalis are net the better ma- 
naged on that account. 

The adminidration of Calicut is bad in general, and 
that of the capital dillworle. No pohee is cdahlilhcd, no 
fortifications are railed. 'I'he trade, which is clog;>;ed 
with a multiplicity of impods, is aimed entirely in ‘he 
hands of a few of the mod abandoned and faithicis Moors 
in Alia. One of its greated advantages is, ifiat by the 
river Baypore, which is only at two leagues di dance, it 
has the means of being furnidicd wdth teak timber, 
which grows upon the plains and mountains in great 
abundance. 

The territories that border upon Calicut, and belong 
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to the houfc of Colaftry, arc little known, except by the 
French colony at Mahe, which is riling up again from its 
afhes, and that of the EngliHi at Tellecherry, which 
has experienced no misfortune. The latter, which con- 
tains a population of fifteen or fixteen thoiifand fouls, had 
three hundred white men and five hundred blacks for its 
defence ; they have been recalled fince the nation has ac- 
quired in thefe feas an afeendant, which removes the ap- 
prehenfion of feeing the fettlement infulted. At prefent 
they draw from thence annually (with very little expcnce) 
fifteen hundred thoufand pounds weight of pepper, and 
fome other provifions of little importance. 

If we except a few principalities that fcarce deferve 
mention, the ilates we have been deferibing properly con- 
ilitute the whole of the Malabar, a country more agree- 
able than opulent. The exports con fill chiefly of aroma- 
tics and fpices. The principal articles are fanders- wood, 
India falFron, cardamom, ginger, baflard cijinamon, and 
pepper. 

The fantalum or fanders grows to the fize of a walnut 
tree. Its leaves are entire oval, and placed oppofite to 
each other. Its flower is of one fingle piece, charged 
with eight llanlina, and fupported upon the pillil, whieh 
becomes an infipid berry, refembling in form that of the 
laurel. Its wood is white in the circumference, and yel- 
low in the centre, when the tree is old. I'his diffeience of 
colour conllitutes two kinds of fanders, both employed for 
the fame purpofes, and having equally a bitter taile, and 
an aromatic fmell. With the powder of this wood a pafte 
is prepared, with which the Chinefe, Indians, Periians, 
Arabians, and 'I'urky, anoint their bodies. It is likewife 
burnt in their houfes, and yields a fragrant and wholcfome 
fmell. The greatell quantity of this wood, to which a 
fharp and attenuating virtue is aferibed, remains in India. 
'I he red fanders, though m lefs ellimation, and lefs gene- 
rally ufed, is fent by preference into Europe. This is the 
produce of a different tree, which is common on the coaff 
of Coromandel. Some^ travellers confound it with the 
wood of Caliatour, which is ufed in dyeing. 

The Indian faffron, called by the phyficians curcuma, 
or terra merita, has a very low and herbaceous ftem, form- 
ed by the union of the buds, and compofed of five or fix 
ry long leaves, which bear upon very long ffalks. The 
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flowers, difpofcd in a hudcy fpike near the root, are purp- 
lidi, with fix unequal divifions ; they have but one ftanil- 
na, fupported, as they are, upon the pifiil, which be- 
comes a capfula with three divifions, full of round feeds. 
The root is compofed of five or fix oblong and knotty tu- 
bercle’s. It is reckoned to have an aperient quality, and 
to be a remedy for the jaundice. The Indians make a yel- 
low dye of it ; and it is an ingredient in mofi: of their 
difhes. 

Several kinds of cardamom are found in the different 
countries of India, and the diftindll charadlers of them 
have not been fufficiently obferved. That which grows 
in the territories of Cochin, Calicut, and Cananor, is the 
fmallcft and mod elleemed. It has, as well as the other 
forts, a great deal of analogy with the Indian faffron, 
fiom which it differs, in having its leaves much more nu- 
merous, its ftem higher, its fpike of flowers loofer, and 
coming immediately from the root, and its fruit Icfs. Its 
feeds, which have an agreeable aromatic flavour, are ufed 
in molt Indian ragouts. It is often mixed with arecaand 
betel, and fometimes chewed afterwards ; and is ufed in 
medicine, chiefly to help digeffion, and to ilrengthen the 
ffomach. The cardamom has no need of cultivation, and 
grows naturally in places covered vvitli the afhes of plants 
that have been burnt. 

The ginger refemblcs the cardamom, both in the dif 
pofition and flrinflurc of its Howlers. The fpike comes 
from the fame point. The root, which is knotty and 
creeping, ihoots out fcvcral ffems of three feet high, the 
leaves of vvhich are narrower. It is white, tender, and 
alrnofl as pungent to the palate as pepper. The Indians 
put it into their rice, which is their common diet, to cor- 
real the natural infipidity of this food. This fpice, mixed 
with others, gives the diflies feafoned with it a llrong 
taftc, vvhich is extremely difagrecable to foreigners. The 
Europeans, however, who come to Afia in low circum- 
ftances, are obliged to accullom themfelves to it. Others 
adopt it out of complaifance to their wives, who are ge- 
nerally natives of the country. It is here, as in all other 
places, much eafier for the men to conform to the taffe 
and foibles of the women, than to get the better of them. 
Perhaps too the climate may require this manner of liv- 
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ing. The beft ginger is that which is cultivated in the 
Malabar ; the fccond fort comes from Bengal, That which 
grows in the Decan, and in the Indian archipelago, is 
lefs efleemed ; if, however, we except the red ginger of 
the Moluccas, a fpcciea differing from the common fort in 
the colour of its root, and in having a lefs acid tafle. 

Baftard cinnamon, known in Europe by the name of 
caflia lignea, is to be had at Timor, Java, and Mindanao ; 
but that which growls on the Malabar coaft is much fupe- 
rior. The tree which produces it, like that of Ceylon, 
is a fpecies of laurel ; it yields the fame produce, and re- 
fembles it in moft of its charadlers. Its leaves are longer ; 
its bark more thick and red ; it has lefs flavour ; and is 
diftinguiihed particularly by a kind of vifcidity that is per- 
ceived in chewing. By thefe marks we may detedf the 
fraud of the merchants, who fell it mixed with the true 
ciunamon, the virtues of which are infinitely fuperior, and 
the price four times as much. The Dutch, defpairing of 
being able to root up all the trees out of the forefts tliat 
produce it, contrived to require, during their iuperiority 
in Malabar, the fovercigns of the country to renounce 
tlieir right of barking them, d'his engagement, \vl)ich 
was never llridly obferved, has been lefs iulfillcd fince the 
nation that made it has loll its author it}^, and has advan- 
ced ilie price of the cinnamon ot Ceylon. The prefent 
produce o-f the cinnamon at Malabar may be computed 
at two hundred thoiifand weight. The Imallell portion 
of it is brought to Europe; tite roll is dilpofed of in In- 
dia. The trade is entirely in the liands of the Iree Euglilh 
merchants ; it may admit of improvement, but will never 
be equal to that of pepper. 

The pej^per plant is allu ub, the root of which is fibrous 
and blackilh. Its Hem, which is larincntous and Ilexible, 
r equires a tree or a prop to iuppoit it. It is branchy, and 
full of knots ; from each of which an oval leaf goes olf, 
fharp pointed, very fmooth, and marked with live nerves ; 
and it is of a llrong and poignant fla'omr. Towards the 
middle of the branches, and more frequemly at their ex« 
tremitiess vve fee little buds rclembling tl^ole of the cur- 
rant tree, w'hich bear about thirty llowers, compoled of 
two flamina and one pitiil, d^iie fruit that fucceeds is at 
full gi*een, then red, and of the bignefs of a pea. It is 

3 
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ufually gathered in 06loV)eT, four month's after the flower* 
ing fcafon, and it is expofed to the fun for feven or eight 
days. The black colour it then acquires has given it the 
name of black pepper. It is made white by dripping it 
of its outward (kin. The largeft, heaviefl, and lead 
(hrivellcd, is the bed. 

The pepper plant flouridics in the iflands of Java, Su- 
matra, and Ceylon, and more particularly on the Malabar 
coad. It is not Town, but planted ; and great niccry is 
required in the choice of the (hoots. It produces no fruit 
till the end of three years ; but hears fo plentifully the 
three fucceeding years, that lomc plants yield between lix 
and feven pounds of pepper. 'Fhc produce from that 
period continues decrcafing ; and the (hriib declines fo 
fad, that in twelve years time it ceafos bearing. 

Tlie culture of pepper is not difficult ; it is (ufiicient to 
plant it in a rich foil, and carefully to pull up the weed» 
that grow in great abundance round its roots, efpecially 
the three fird years. As the fun is highly neceffary to the 
growth of the pepper plant, when it is ready to bear, the 
trees that fupport it mud be lopped, to prevent their (hade 
from injuring the fruit. When the feafon is over, it is 
proper to crop the head of the plant. Without this pre- 
caution there would be too much wood, and little fruit. 

The pepper exported from Malabar, which was former- 
ly entirely in the hands of the Portuguefe, and is at pre- 
fent divided between the Dutch, Euglilh, and French, 
amounts to about ten millions weight. At ten fols 
a pound [five pence j it is an objeCl of five millions 
[208,^33!. 6s. 8d.] it is exported, with other produdions, 
for half that finn. By the fale of thefe commodities the 
country is enabled to purchafe rice from the Ganges and 
Canara, coarle linens from My fore and Bengal, and fe- 
veral forts of goods from Furop^. The payments in 
money amount to little or nothing, 

Canara, a country bordering upon Malabar, properly 
fo called, has been fuccefsfully increafed by the provinces 
of Onor, Baticalla, Bandel, and Cananor, by which it 
has acquired a confiderable degree of extent. It is very 
fertile, and particularly in rice. It was formerly the moft 
flouriihing (late in thefe regions ; but it declined when iu 
VoL /. P 
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fovereign was compelled to give annually from twelve 
to thirteen hundred thoufand livres [from 50,000!. to 
54,1661. 13s. 4d.] to the Marattas, his neighbours, to 
preserve his kingdom from their plunders. It has Hill con- 
tinued declining fince Heyder Ali-Khan became the maf- 
tcr of it. Mangalore, which ferved for its harbour, has 
fallen into proportional decay. It has been lefs frequent- 
ed by foreign navigators, becaufe provifions were no longer 
fo plentiful there, and becaufe the multiplicity of taxes 
has iiicreafcd the price of them exccflively. Neverthe- 
lefs the manners of the place liave remained as corrupt as 
they have been from time immemorial. Canara is always 
able to fupply the moil voluptuous courtezans, and the 
fmcil dancers in Indoilan. 

State of Goa» Commerce, that raifed Venice from 
her canals, and Amilerdam from hermo- 
raifes, had rendered Goa the centre of the riches of In- 
dia, and one of the moft celebrated marts of the univerfe. 
Time ; the revolutions fo common in Afia ; the pride in- 
feparable from great profperity ; the effeminacy that at- 
tends on wealth eafiiy acquired j the competition of more 
enlightened nations ; the embez/lcments of the treafury, 
and thofe of individuals ; pcrlidious and atrocious adls of 
all kinds : thefe caufes, and others, perhaps, which have 
efcaped our notice, have hailcned the deilru6lion of this 
])roud city. It is now reduced to nothing ; and the de- 
feats, of its adminillration, the corruption of its citizens, 
the Iiifluence ot its monks in public deliberations, do not 
give any hopes of its re-cHabliniment. Deprived of fo 
many fei tile p' oviiices, which implicitly obeyed its laws, 
it has nothing remaining but the fmall iOand on which it 
is fituatcd, and tiie two peninfulas that form its harbour. 

• 

Pirates of Anoruu To tlie north of Goa, the Marattas, 
mailers of fome polls on the fea Iborc, 
infelled this ocean with their piracies. The mogul, who 
bad juH fubdued the northern parts of the coall, was high- 
ly incenfed at them. In order to prote6l the navigation 
of bis fnbjedls, he equipped a fleet, principally deftlued to 
reprefs this fpirit of rapine. At this period the two powers 
attacked each other. In thefe repeated and bloody en- 
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gagements, the Maratta Konna Ji Angna difplayed fuch 
diftinguifhed talents, that the dirc6lion of the maritime 
forces of his nation was coi»ferred upon liim ; and foou 
after, the government of the important fortrefs of Se- 
vern-droog, built upon a fmall idand, at a little diltance 
from the continent. 

Tills extraordinary man had conquered only for himfelf. 
He prevailed upon the companions of his vi< 9 Lorics to adopt 
his plan of independence ; and, with their aflillancc, he 
feized upon the fhips which he had fo long and fo fortim- 
ately commanded. The efforts made to reduce him to 
obedience again were ineffectual. The allurement of 
plunder, and the fame of his generofity, drew even fo 
great a number of intrepid adventurers abQut him, that it 
was eafy fur him to become a conqueror. His dominion 
extended forty leagues along the coaff, from Tamana to 
Rajapour, and twenty or thirty miles within land, accord- 
lngto the difpofition of the places, and the facility of their 
being defended. Ncverthelefs he owed his grealell fuc- 
cefs, aiid all his reputation, to naval operations, which 
were continued with the fame aflivlty, the lame bravery^ 
and the fame flcill, by the heirs of his name and of his do- 
minions. 

At hrff, thefe pirates only attacked tlie Indian, Moor- 
iff, or Arabian veffels, that had not purchafed pafl'ports 
from them. In proceff of time, tliey ininltcd the flag of 
tlie Europeans, who were reduced to the necefiity of never 
lading without a convoy. 'This prccantion was not only 
very expenfive, but proved alfo infufficient : even the 
Ihips that compofed the efcort were often attacked, and 
fcveral times carried off from their anchors. 

I'hefe depredations had lallcd hfty years, when, in 
1722, the EngliHt joined their forces with thofe of the 
Portuguefe againll thefe pirates ; and it was determined 
between them to dellroy the place of their refort. The 
expedition was difgraceful and abortive. That which was 
undertaken by the Dutch, two years after, with feveii 
men of war and two bomb ketches, met with no better 
fuccefs. At length the Marattas, upon the people of 
Angria refuling to pay a tribute which had long beeu 
cullomary, agreed to attack the common enemy by land, 
while the Engliff attacked them liy fea. This confedc- 
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racy obtained a complete conqueft. Mod of the harboura 
and forts were taken in the campaign of 1755. Geriah 
the capital,- furrendered the year following, and with it 
fell a power, tfie profperity of which had been only found- 
ed on public calamities. By its ruin, the power of the 
Marattas, which was formidable already, was unhappily 
increafed. 

Maratias on the These people, who had been long 

couji of Malabar, confined within the limits of their 
mountains, have, by degrees, extend- 
ed themfelves towards the Tea, and at prefent pofTefs the 
large fpace between Surat and Goa, wheie they equally 
threaten thefc two cities. They are famous for their in- 
ciirlions and depredalions on the coafl of Coromandel, in 
the ncighhouihood of Delhi, and on the banks of the 
Ganges ; but the centre of their greatell firength, and 
their fixtd llation, is at Mababar. That fpirit of rapine, 
which they carry into the countries where they occalion- 
ally make inroads, is foi Taken in the provinces they have 
conquered. They have already alleviated the miiery of 
thofe places which were opprcTfed for fo long a time by 
the tyranny of the Portuguele, and with which they have 
fucceffively enlarged their empire. Their conducl has 
been very diflerent upon the neighbouring feas. They 
not only plunder all tlie lliips tfiere, which are too weak 
to rcfilt lliem, but give an alylum to fortigii pirates, 
•who will confent to iharc their captures with them. 

Revolutions that Surat was for a long time tlm only 
havehtil'lfencil at fea port for the exportation of the ma- 
Surat. nidacVures of the mogul empire, and the 

importation of wliatevcr was necelTary to 
fupply its eonrumj)tiou. To (ccuie its allegiance, and 
provide for its de'eiiee, a citadel was bmit, the command- 
ant of which had no authority over that of the town ; 
care was even taken to chov)<e two governors, who, from 
tlicir charartcr, were not likely to unite in opprefiing 
tiadc. Some diiagrecablc circurnilances gave rife to a 
third power. I’he Indian feas were infelled with pirates, 
who ii terrupted the navigation, and prevented devout muf- 
fulmca from making voyages to Mecca. The emperor 
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thought the chief ot a colony of Coffrees, who were fet- 
tled at Rajapour, vvoiild be the proper perfon to Hop the 
progrefs of thefe depredations, and therefore appointed 
him his admiral. I'hree lacks of rupees, or 720,000 
Jivres [30,000].]} were afligned him for his annual pay. 
ddiis falary not being pundually paid, the admiral feized 
the calilc, and from that fortrefs laid the town under con- 
tribution. A fceiie of general confulion enfued ; and 
the avarice of the Marattas, which was always active,' be- 
came more eager than ever. Thefe barbarians, wlio had 
extended their ufurpations even to the gates of the 
])^ace, had for a long time been allowed a thud part oi 
the duties, on condition that they Ihoiild not molcll the 
inland trade. I'hey contented themfclves witii this con- 
tribution, fo long as fortune did not throw more confider- 
able advantages in their way. As foon as they j)ereeiv- 
ed this ferment among tlic citizens, not doiib^iig that 
one of the parties might be tranfported fo far by refent- 
ment as to open the ^ates to them, they drew thei! forces 
near to the walls. The traders finding their eft'eCts dally 
in danger of being plundered, called the Englifh to their 
affitlance in T739, and aided them in taking the citadel. 
The court of Delhi confirmed them in the p(jn'efiion of it, 
and in the cxercife of the naval command, together with 
the appointments annexed to both commilfions. This 
Tevolution rcHored fome degree of tranquillity to Surat 
and its nabob ; while it made them, however, totally de- 
pendent upon the power they had called in to their af- 
liltancc. 

This fuccefs enlarged the ambitious views of tlic 
agents of the Englilh company. 'iHiofe aiuirng lliem 
who conducted the afiairs on the Malabar coait wt re trou- 
bled with fecret djfcontenr, at n(^t having had any lharc in 
the immenfe fortunes that had been made on the Coro- 
mandel coaft, and in Bengal. Ttiey turned tlieir avarici- 
ous views on all fides, and at length, iu 1771, fixed them 
upon Baroche, a large town, fituated at the diftance of 
five and thirty miles from the mouth of the river Ner- 
daba, which falls into the gulf of Cdambaia, and 
very anciently celebrated for the richnefs of its foil, 
and the abundance of its manufafturcs. Even the trading 
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fhips cannot get up to it without the afiiftancc of the tide, 
nor come out bnt when the tide ebbs. 

Five hundred white men, and a thoufand blacks, fet 
out from Bombay, to take pofleflion of the place upon 
the moll frivolous pretences. The expedition failed, 
from the incapacity of the perfon who was entrulled with 
the condin''d of it. It was refumed next year. The be- 
ficged, emboldened by their hrft fuccefs, and Fill more, 
perhaps, by an ancient tradition, which promifed them 
that their town w<nild never be taken, defended them- 
felvcs for a confiderable time ; but at length their walls 
were cLirried by an alfault. 

Daring the whole hege, the mother of the nabob had 
not quitted her Ion, braving along with him the ravages 
oF the cannoTi and of the bombs. They went out of the 
place together, when it was no longer tenable, and were 
purfued. Go,’’ faid tliis heroic woman to the compa- 
nion of her flight, go, and feck an afylum and fnccours 
“ among your allies ; I will retard the march of our ene- 

mit's, and may perhaps efcape them,” Finding herfelf 
aftervvaidr, too clolcly preffed, Hie was feen to have recourfe 
to that adl fo common in Indollan among the women who 
have kept their daggers : flic plunged one into lier heart, 
to av(n\l falling into the hands of tliC enemy. Her fon did 
not lung fin vIve her. 

This prince, before his catadrophe, was obliged to give 
to the Maiattasthe fix-tenths of his revenue, which did 
not exceed i,6So,oco livies [70,000!.] It was by vir- 
tue of their being in pofTeflion of Amed-Abad, cajiital of 
tJm Guzaiat, that thefe barbarians exaCled this tribute. 
The Fng1il!i not only refulcd to fuhmit to this humiliat- 
ing tribute, l)ut wanted alfo to extend their rights over 
the whole province. Claims of f) oppofitc a nature laid 
the foundations of difconl. All thefe troubles were ap- 
])carcd in 177^ bv a ticaty, which regulated that the an- 
cient iifurp^ s fhould preferve their conquefts, but that 
the new ones fniiuld ha o the free pofTefTion of Ba- 
u)che, and that a territory fhould be added to its own, 
the taxes upon whicli were to produce 720,000 livres 
[30,000!.] 

The Marattas feemed then to be in a fituation which 
did not permit them to expedl fo favourable an arrange- 
qaent. The union fubfiding between thefe pirates had 
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never been fhakcn. This harmony had enfured them a 
decided fuperiority over the other powers of Indollan, 
which were perpetually agitated witli domeftic feuds. 
Their firO: divifions broke out in 1773. Tlie brother and 
the foil of their latt chief difputed the empire, and the di- 
vided fubjecfls took part with the one and the other, ac- 
cording to their refpe(flive inclinations or interells. 

During the courfe of thefe civil wars, the foubah of 
the decan regained the polTcfiion of the provinces vvliich 
the calamities of the times had obliged him to abandon to 
thefe barbarians. Ryder Ali-Khan appropriated to him- 
felf that part of their territory that was moll fiiitable to 
him. Idle Engliflr thought the opportunity favourable for 
feiziiig upon Salfettc, from whence the Marattas had 
driven the Portuguefe in 1740. 

The conqueft of this iHand was not IJlands of SaU 
fo eafdy accompliflied as it had been ex- ftteandBomhay* 
peeled. The citadel of Tanah, in which 
all its (Ircngth confided, was defended with a degree of 
fleill and perleverance unknown in thefe regions. When 
it was fummoned to furrender, the governor, a man of 
ninety-two years of age, proudly anfwcrcd “ I was not 
“ fent here for that purpoie and he immediately dou- 
bled his exertions and his courage. It was not till af- 
ter he had been (lain, and after his brave companions 
had fullained a very bloody alTauIt fuicc his death, that 
the Britifli troops entered the place on the 28th Decem- 
ber 1774. 

Then it was only that the conqueror found liimfclf maf- 
ter of a territory, which, though it be no more than 
twenty miles long, and fifteen broad, is one ot the moll 
populous and mod fertile in Alia. In the centre of it is 
the mountain ot Kcncri, full of large and deep excava- 
tions, all of them cut in the body of the rock. Thefe are 
fo many pagodas, generally arranged in c line, but forne- 
times placed one above the other. They are mod fre- 
quently ornamented with figures and inferiptions cut or 
engraved upon flonc. The fame fingiilarities arc ob- 
fervable in the illand of Elephants, bordering upon Sal- 
fette. 

Works of fo adonilhing a nature have given rife to a 
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a multiplicity of fabulous accounts. The common people 
think tiicy were executed five hundred thonfand years 
ago, by divinities of an inferior order. Some bramins 
alcribe them to Alexander the Great, whom they delight 
to honour with every, thing tliat appears to them above 
the natural powers of man. We may reafonably cxpc6f, 
that the Engiilh, to whom we are indebted for fo much 
informatio.i i el[)ecHing Aha, will negledrf no opportunity 
«,>f being acquainted with the nature of thefc monuments, 
which are capable ot throwing fo great a liglit upon the 
hidory and religion of the Indies. They will the more 
cahly acconqdihi thi::., as SallcUe is only feparated from 
Bonibay by a very nariow chuanel. 

Tdhs ifland, wlueU is htiic more than twenty, or five 
and twenty miles in circiimflreiice, was, for a long time, 
an objeti; of general horror. No man chofe to fettle upon 
a territory fo unhealtliy, as to give rile to the proverb, 
“ that at Bombay a maids li e did not exceed two mon- 
“ loons. 'The country places were then filled with 
bamboos and cocoa tiees : it was with hinklng lifh that 
the trees were dungeil, and the coalts were corrupted with 
inltCtious fens. I lu le priticiplts of dellrutlion would 
undoubtedly have difgidted the Englifh of their colonics, 
had they not been deiaiiicd there by the belt harbour in 
Indotian, and tiie only one which, befide that of Goa, is 
capa'olt ol receiving (hips of the line. So lingular an ad- 
vantage iiihde them dcurous of correcling the inialubrity 
of the air, vviiich was callly done by laying the country 
open, and procuring adiani fin* the waters. Then the m- 
liabitants of the neighbouring regions, attradled by the 
inildiRls or the goveinmeiit, reforted in mullitudes to this 
ietllemeiit. 

If we call an eye iqron the globe fince the origin ofluf- 
tory, we lhail fee men purlued by calamity, and fixing 
wherever they can be allowed to breathe. Is it not lur> 
prifiiig, that the univerfality, and conllant appearance of 
this phenomenon, has not yet taught the rulers of the 
earth, that the only way to prevent emigrations, is to make 
their fubjcdls enjoy a fituation mild enough to fix them in 
the country that gave them birth ? 

It is computed, that there arc at prefent at Bombay 
near one hundred thoufand inhabitaiils, fcvcii or eight 
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thoufand of whom are Tailors ; a few of them arc employ- 
ed in manufactures of filk and cotton. As the larger pro- 
diidlions could not profper upon a rock where the foil has 
very little depth, the attention of the people has been 
turned towards the cultivation of an excellent kind of 
onion, which, together with the filh that is dried theie, is 
advantageoufly fold in the moll dillant markets, Thefe 
labours are not carried on with that degree of indolence fo 
common under a burning Iky, T’he Indian has Ihewcd 
liimfclf fufceptible of emulation ; and his charaCler has 
been in fome meafure changed, by the example of the 
indefatigable Perfees. 'Phe latter are not fiihcrmen and 
cultivators alone. The conftru^lion, fitting out, and dif- 
patching of lliips ; every thing, in a word, which concerns 
the road, or navigation, is entrullcd to their activity and 
iiiduth y. 

Before the year 1759, the fliips difpatched from Eu- 
rope to the Bed Tea, the Pefian gulf, and the coall of Ma- 
labar, generally went to the coalls where they were 
to depoiit their money and goods, and where they were 
to take in their frelh I iding. At that period, tirey all 
went and llopt at Bombay, where ail the merchandize 
from the neighbouring places is collected without ex- 
pence, flnce the company liavc been inveiled with the dig- 
nity of admiral to the great mogul, and, in coulequence 
of this appointment have been (»bhgcd to maintain a con- 
iidciable maritime force in theie latitudes. 

It was necellary tiiat a iiaple of tin’s kind fliould be well 
fujiplied with docks, fhips, and merchants. Accordingly, 
the ifland fv)on poireffed itlelf of all the navigation, and 
great part cf tfie trade of Surat, whlcfi the other neigh- 
bouring marts had before carried on in the Afiatic Teas. 

Tlieie advantages required to be lettkd upon a iirm 
footing. To effect this, the iiaiijour, which is the centre 
of fo many tranfaClions, and where the fleets fent by Great 
Britain into the Indian ocean are to be repaired, lias been 
furrounded with fortiiications. Thefe workti are con- 
ftriuftcd with folidily, and have no other defedl, it is faid, 
tlian that of being too extenlive. Tiicy are defended by 
twelve hundred Europeans, and a much greater number 
•f Alia tic troops. 

In 177^, the revenue of Bombay, and all its ( 1 «- 
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pendencies, amounted to 13,607,212 livres lo fols 
[06,967!. 3s. 46.] and the expenccs to 1 2,71 i,i Jo livres 
[ 729, 63 1 1 . 5?.] The ftate of thele numerous colonics 
has been certainly improved lince that period; but we can- 
not afeertain the amount of thefe improvements. 

State of Coro- The pofleilions of the Englifh and 
mandel onthear- the Marattas on the Malabar coaft, are 
ritual of the Eng- too much intermixed ; their interefts too 
///^. contiary ; and tneir claims too extenfive, 

not to make it certain, that fooner or 
later thefe two powers will be at variance. It is impofli- 
ble to determine which of them will be conqueror; this 
event will depend upon the circumllanccs they fhall hap- 
pen to be in at the time, upon the alliances they may have 
formed, and principally upon the ftatefman who fhall di- 
rc6l their political mcafures, and upon the generals who 
fhall have the commaud of their armies. Let us fee whe- 
ther tranquillity be more firmly ellabliflied on the coalt of 
Coromandel and Orixa, which extend from Cape Comor- 
in to the Ganges. 

Geographets and hiflorians always confider thefe two 
countries'^, bordering on each other, as diflind, and as in- 
habited by people who have no refemblance cither in their 
manners or their coin. They alfo differ in their language. 
Thofe of Orixa have an idiom of their own, while their 
neighbours generally fpeak the Malabar tongue. But as 
the commerce in both is nearly the fame, and carried on in 
the fame manner, we fliall comprehend them both under 
the lingle name of Coromandel. The twocoafts refemble 
each other in other refpe6ls. In both of tliein the heats' 
are exccffive ; but, from the beginning of June to the 
middle of 06 Iober, the fea breezes, which blow from ten 
o’clock in tlie morning till near ten at night, render the 
climate fupportable. It is Hill more refrefhed in the month 
of July, and cfpccially in November, by the rains which 
may he called incefTant. 

This immenfe fhore is covered, for the fpace of about 
a mile, wn*th a fand entirely barren, againll which the waves 
of the Imhan ocean break with violence. Formerly, 
none but canoes, made with planks, very flightly put to- 
gether, and, as it were, only fown with kayar, landed on 
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this fpot. The firft Europeans who came to thefe 
fhores, were defiroua of landing there with larger and 
ftronger built vefTcls. Repeated misfortune foon cured 
them of their prefumption. They found, in procefs of 
time, that nothing was more reafonable than to con- 
form to a practice which had at firll appeared to tltem 
fit only to be followed by an ignorant and inexperienced 
people. 

d'herc were many reafons wliich at flrd occafioned this 
country to be negle^ded by the Europeans, who came to 
India. It was feparated by inacceffible mountains from. 
Malabar, where, tlu fc bold navigators endeavoured to fet- 
tle themfelves. Spices and aromatics, which were the prin- 
cipal objetds of their attention were not to be found there. 
In a word, civil diffiMifions had baniflied from it tranquil- 
lity, fecurity, and induftry. 

At that period, the empire of Bifnagar, to which thi^ 
valt country was lubjeCd, was falling to ruin. The fjrd mo- 
narchs of that illuilrions date owed their power to their 
abilities. 'I'hey headed their armies In war ; in peace they, 
diredled tlieir councils, vifitcd their provinces, and adrni- 
nidered judice. Profperity corrupted them. By degrees, 
they contia6led the habit of withdrawing themfelves from 
the fight of their people, and of leaving the cares of go- 
vernment to their generals and miniders. This condu(?l 
paved the way for their ruin. The governors of Vifapoiir, 
ihe Carnatic, Golconda, and Orixa, threw of tlieir de- 
pendence, and adumed the title ol kings. Thofe uf Ma- 
dura, I'anjore, Myfore, Gingi, and fomc others, like- 
wife ufuvped the lovt reign autluitity, but retained their 
ancient title of iiaick. 'I'his great revolutiun had jiid 
happened when the Europeans appeared upon the coad of 
Coromandel. 

I'he foreign trade was at that time Inconflderable : it 
confided only of diamonds from Golconda, which were 
carried to Calicut and Surat, and from thence to Oimus 
or Suez, from whence they arc circulated throngli Eu- 
rope into Ada. Madulipatan, the riched and mod po- 
pulous city in thefe countries, was the only maikLi tliat 
was known for linens ; they were purchafed at a great 
fair annually holden there by the Aiab.'an and Malayan 
veffels that frequented that bay, and by caravans that ar- 
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rived from diflant parts. The linens were exported to 
the fame places as the diamonds. 

Manner the Eu- The tafte for the manufactures of Co- 
ropeans fettled romandel, which began to prevail here, 

their trade on infpircd all the European nations trad- 
the Coromandel ing to the Indian feas with the refolu- 
coajl. tion of forming fettlemciUs there. They 

were not difeouraged eitlur by the diffi- 
culty of conveying goods from the inland parts of the 
country, where there was no navigable river; by the to- 
tal want of harbours, where the fea, at one feafon of 
the year, is not navigable ; by the barrennefsof the coalls, 
for the molt part uncultivated and uninhabited ; nor by 
the tyranny and fliidtuating Hate of the government. 
T-’licy thought that indullry would come there in quell of 
money ; that Pegu would furnilh timber for building, and 
Bengal corn for fubilllence ; that a profpeious voyage of 
nine months would be more than fufficient to complete 
their ladings; and that by fortifying themfelves, they 
Ihould be f eure againll the attacks of the weak tyrants 
that opprefi'ed thefe countries. 

The firll colonies were ellabliffied near the fca-fhore. 
Some of them obtained a fettlement by force : moll of 
them were formed with the confentj of their fovereigns, 
and all v;cre confined to a fery narrow trail of land. 
The boundaries of eacli were marked out by a hedge 
of thorny plants, which was tlieir only defence. In pro- 
cefs of time, fortifications were raifed ; and the fecurity 
derived from them, added to the lenity of the government, 
foon increafed the number of colonills. The fplendoiir 
and independence oi thefe fettlements frequently excited 
the jealoLify of the princes in w'hofe dominions they were 
formed ; but their attempts to demolifh them proved 
abortive. Eacli colony increafed in prolperity in propor- 
tion to the riches and the vvlldom of the nation that had 
founded it. 

None of the companies that exereifed an exclufive pri- 
vilege beyond the Cape of Good Hope, had any concern 
in the trade of diamonds ; which was always left to private 
merchants, and by degeecs fell cntiiely into the hands of 
Uie Englilh, or the Jews and Armenians that lived unjlcr 
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their prote< 5 lion. At prcfent, this grand obje6l of luxury 
and induilrjr is much reduced. The revolutions that have 
happened in Indodan have prevented people from refort- 
ing to thefe rich mines ; and the anarchy into which this 
unhappy country is plunged, leaves no room to hope that 
they will be again attended to. The whole of the com- 
mercial operations on the coaft of Coromandel is conhned 
to the purchafe of cottons. 

The maniifacluring of the white cottons bought there, 
differs fo little from that of ours, that it would be neither 
interefting nor inllrudtive to enter into a minute deferip- 
tion of it. The procefs ufed in making their printed cot- 
tons; which was at firfl fervilely followed in Europe, has 
fince been rendered more fimple, and brought to greater 
perfe£fion, by our manufacturers. Tlic painted cottons, 
which are likewlfe bought there, wc have not yet at- 
tempted to imitate. Thole who imagine we have been 
prevented from undertaking this branch of indufliy, mere- 
ly by the high price of labour among us, are millaken. 
Nature lias not given ns the materials neceffary for the 
compofition of thofc bright and indelible colours, which 
conftitute the principal merit of the Indian manufactures ; 
nor has fhe furnilhed us with the waters that arc of ufe to 
work them up properly. 

The Indians do not unlverfally obferve the fame me- 
thod in painting their cottons ; either hecaufc there are 
forne niceties peculiar to certe.in provincps, orbecaufc dif- 
ferent foils jiroducc different diugs tor the fame ufes. 

We fhould tire the patience of our rca-,ki'S, were vve to 
trace the flow and paiiiful jmogrefs of the Indians in the 
art of paiiUing their cot'ons. It is natural to hclievc that 
they liuve derived it from liieir antiquity, rather than lr< lu 
the fertility of their genius. The circmnllance that feems 
to authorize tlua conjedhire is, that they have h(;pped in 
their improvenicnts, and have not advanced a fingle (lep 
in the arts for many ages ; \^ hercas we have proceeded 
with amazing rapidity, and view, w'lih an emulation full 
of confidence, the immeidc Ipaee that lies between us 
and the goal. Indeed, were we to confider only the want 
of invention In tlic Indians"', we fnould be tempted to be- 
lieve that, from time immemorial, they had received the 
arts they cultivate from fomc more induflrious nation : 
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but when it is remembered that thefe arts are entirely de- 
pendent on the materials, gums, colours, and productions 
of India, we cannot but be convinced that they are na- 
tives of that country. 

It may appear fomewhat furprifing that cottons painted 
with all colours fhould be fold at fo moderate a price, that 
they are almoft as cheap as thofe which have only two or 
three. But it mull be obferved, that the merchants of 
the country fell to all the companies a large quantity of 
cottons at a time *, and that the demand for cottons paint- 
ed with various colours makes but a fmall article in their 
afTortments, as they are not much eflccmed in Europe. 

Though cottons of all forts be in fome degree n>anii- 
faclured throughout the whole country of Indoltan, which 
extends from Cape Comorin to the banks of the Ganges, 
it is obfcrvable, that the fine forts are made in the ealterii 
part, the common ones in the centre, and the coarfe ones 
in the molt wellern dillricds. Manufactures are ellablilli- 
ed in the European colonies, and upon the coalt : they are 
more frequent at the di fiance of five or fix leagues from 
the fea, where cotton is more cultivated, and provifions 
are cheaper. The purchafes made there are canied thir- 
ty or forty leagues further into the country. The Indian 
merchants fettled in our factories have always the ma- 
nagement of this hufmefs. 

The quancity «nd (juality of the goods wanted are fet- 
tled with theic [)Cople ; the price is fixed according to the 
patterns ; and, at the time the contraft is made, a 
third or a fourth part of tlie money agreed fK)r is advanced. 
This anangement is owing to the necenity thefe mer- 
chants themleJves lie under, of advancing money to the 
workmen by the many partners or agents who are dif- 
perfed throughout the whole country ; by tlieir being 
obliged to keep a watchful eye upon them, for tiie fake 
of lecurlng the produce of thefe manufactures ; and to 
diminhh the quantity graelually, by withdrawing from the 
maiuiFaCliires every piece that ivS finilhed. Without thefe 
precautions, the Europeans would never receive what they 
require. The weavers, indeed, fabricate for tlieir own 
profit whatever is ufed in home confumption. Thefe un- 
dertakings, which lequirc only a fmall capital, and a ca- 
pital too which returns every week, are feidom beyond 
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the reach of the grcateft number of them : but few of 
them have means fufficient, without being aflifted, to wor'k 
the fine linens deftined for exportation ; and thofe who 
had it in their power would not do it, from a well- 
grounded apprehenfion of the exadions that are too com- 
mon under a government fo oppreflive. 

The companies that have either capitals or good ma- 
nagement conftantly keep the {lock of one year in advance 
in their fettlements. By this method they are fure of 
having the quantity of goods they have occafion for, and 
of the quality they choofe, at the moll convenient time ; 
not to mention that their workmen, and their merchants 
who are kept in conflant employment, never leave them. 

Thofe nations that want money and credit cannot be- 
gin their mercantile operations till the arrival of their 
{hips. They have only five or fix months at moil, to exe- 
cute the orders lent from Europe. The goods are manu- 
factured and examined in haile ; and they are even obliged 
to take fuch as are known to be bad, and would be re- 
jected at any other time. The nectfTity they are under 
of completing their cargoes, and fitting out their veflels 
before the hurricanes come on, allow no time for nicety 
of infpeClion. 

It would be a mifiake to imagine that the country 
agents could be prevailed upon to order goods to be made 
on their account, in hopes of felling them with a reafon- 
able advantage to the company, in whole fcrvice they arc 
engaged. For befides that the generality of them arc not 
rich enough to embark in fo large an undertaking, tliey 
would not be certain of finding their account in it. If 
the company that employ them fiiould be prevented, by 
unforefeen accideutB, from lending the ufual number of 
flips, thefc merchants would have no vent for their com- 
modities. I he Indians, the form of vvhofe drefs requires 
difl'ercnt breadths and lengths from ihofe of the cottons 
faLi icated lor our iile, would not purchafe them ; and the 
other European companies would be provided, or certain 
of being provided, with whatever the extent of their trade 
required, and their memty enabled tiiem to purchafe. 
The plan of procuring lc;aris, vvliich was contrived to re- 
medy this inconvenience, never has been, or can be ufeful. 

It has been a cuiloru, time Immemorial, in ludoflau, 
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for every citizen who borrows money to given a written 
inftrucient to his creditor. This deed is of no force in a 
court of judicature, unlefs it be figned by three witneffes, 
and bear the day of the month, and the year when it was 
made, with the rate of intereil agreed upon by the parties. 
If the borrower flioiild fail to fulfil his engagements, he 
may be arrefled by the lender himftlf. He is never im- 
jififoned, becaufe there is no fear of his making his efcape. 
He would not even eat without obtaining leave of his cre- 
ditor. 

The Indians make a threefold divifion of interell ; one 
of which is fin, another neither fin nor virtue, and a third 
virtue : this is their mode of cxprefi'ion. The interell 
that is fin is four per cent, a month ; and the interell that 
is neither fin nor virtue, is two ; the interell that is vir- 
tue, one. 'The lall is, in their opinion, an acl of benefi- 
cence that only belongs to the moll heroic minds. Yet 
though the Iturojieans who are forced to borrow, meet 
with this treatment, it is plain they cannot avail them- 
felves of the indulgence without involving themfelves in 
ruin. 

The foreign trade of Coromandel is not in the hands 
of the natives. In the wcflern part, indeed, there are 
mohammedans, known by the name of Chalias, who at 
Naour, and Porto Nuovo, IcT'd out Ihips to Achen, 
Mergny, and 8iam. and the eallern coall. Befide vtlfels 
of conliderable burden employetl in thefe voyages, they 
have fmaller embarkations lor the coalling trade, for Cey- 
lo;,, and tile ptarf hlhery. Tiie Indians of MalTulipatan 
tuiii their aiteutiv)!! another way. They import white 
callicos from Bengal, which they dye or print, and fell 
them again at the places from whence they had tlicm, at 
thirty- live oi forty per cent, advantage. 

Excepting thefe tranfaclions, which are of very little 
conhqnencc, the wliolc trade is veiled in the Europeans, 
who have no partners, but a tew Banians and Armenians 
fettied in their colonies. The quantity of callicos ex- 
posed from Coromandel to the different fea-ports in In- 
dia, may be computed at three tliouland five hundred 
bales. Of thefe the French carry eight hundred to Mala- 
bar, Mocha, and the if)e of France ; the Englilh, twelve 
hundred, to Bombay, Malabar, Sumatra, and the Philij>r 
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pine iflands , and the Dutch, fifteen liundrcd, to their fc- 
veral fettlements. Except five hundred bales deflined for 
Manilla, each of the value of 2400 livres [icoL] the others 
are of fo ordinary a kind that they do not exceed 720 
livres [30I. 10s.] at prime coft ; fo that the whole num- 
ber of three thoufand live hundred bales does not amount 
to more than 3,360,000 livres [140,000!.] 

Coromandel furniflies Europe with nine thoufand live 
Iiundred bales : eight hundred of wlilch are brought by 
the Danes ; two thoufand live hundred, by the French ; 
three thoufand, by the Englini ; and three thoufand two 
hundred, by the Dutch. A confiderable part of thefe ca- 
licos is dyed blue, or ilripped with red and blue for the 
African trade. The others are fine muOins, printed cali- 
coes, and handkerchiefs, from Maffulipatan, or Palicate. 
It is proved by experience, that, one with another, each 
b'ale in the nine thoufand five hundred colls only 960 
livres [40I.] confequently they ought to bring into the 
manufadlory wherein they are wrought 8,160,000 livres 
I^^o.oqqI^ 

The payments are not entirely made in fpecie, cither in 
Europe or Afia : we give in exchange woollen cloths, 
iron, lead, copper, coral, and fome other artichs of lefs 
value. On the other hand, Aha pays with fpices, rice, 
fugar, corn, and dates. All tliefe articles taken together, 
may amount to 4,800,000 livres [200, cod.] From this 
calculation, it follows, that Coromandel receives 6,720,000 
livres [280,000! ] in money. 

The Englifh who have acquired FoJfeJJlons of the 
the fame fuperiority upon this coalt Englijh on that 
that they have clfewhere, have form- coajL 
cd on it icveral fettlements. The 

firll that prelents itfelf is Devi-cottah. It was Colo- 
nel Lawrence vs ho hrll fciztd upon it in 1749. Some 
political conhderations determined the king of 'Fanjore to 
give up what had been taken from him, and to add lo it 
a territory of three miles in circumference. In 1758, the 
place palled under tl,ie dominion of the French, but foon 
after returned, without fortifications, under that of its firil 
conquerors. They flattered themfelvcs, that they hiould 
make an important poll of it. It was an_opir.ion alinoll gc- 
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nerally received, that the river Colram, which wafhes its 
walls, might be put in a condition to receive large (hips. 
.The coaft of Coromandel would not then have been with- 
out a harbour ; and the nation, in pofTeflion of the only- 
road that could be found there, would have had a power- 
ful advantage, both with reTpedt to war and commerce, 
of which its rival nations would have been deprived. Some 
unforefeen obflacles mull have rendered this project im- 
practicable, fince the pod has been abandoned, and farm- 
ed out for a rent of forty-five, or fifty thoufand livres 
[from 1875!. to 2083I. 6s. 6d.] 

In 1686, the Engli.F, purclialcd Cudalore, with a tern- 
tory extending eight miles along the coaft, and four miles 
into the interior part of the coutury. This acquifition, 
which they obtained of an Indian prince for the fum of 
74-2,500 livres [30,93;!. i --o.], was confirmed to them 
by the moguls, wl» .» loon after made tliemlelves mailers 
of the Car latic. Conii<lering afterwards, that the for* 
trefs, w-hich tliey found ready built, was more than a mile 
from the fea, id that the reinforcements deftined for it. 
might be intercepted, they built fort St. David within 
cannon fliut of it, at the month of a river, and on the 
verge of tire Indian ocean. Since that time, three ham- 
lets have been ereefed, which, with the town andfortrefs, 
are computed to contain fixty thoufand fouls. Their 
employment is dyeing blue, or painting the cottons that 
come from the inland parts of the country, and manufac- 
turing the fined dimitties In the world, to the amount of 
1,500,000 livres [62,500!.] The plundering of this 
fettlcment by the Erench in 1758, and the dcmolilliing of 
its fortifications, have done it no lading injury. Its fpi- 
lit feems rather iucreafed, though St. David has not been 
rclniilt, and Cudalore is only put into a condition of mak- 
ing a tolerable refiftance. A revenue of 144,000 livres 
[6o,o<jo1.] defrays all the expenccs of this fettlement. 
Ivlafiulipatau affords advantages of another kind. 

This town, which is fituated at the mouth of the 
Chriftina, ferves as a harbour for the provinces that for- 
merly conftituted the kingdom of Golconda, and for other 
countries with which it keeps up an eafy inttreourfe, by 
the means of excellent roads, and by the help of a river. 
It was anciently the mod active, molt populous, and richelt 
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market in Indoftan. The great fettlements fiicceffively 
formed by the Europeans on the coaft of Coromandel, 
made it lofe much of its confequence. The French ima- 
gined that they could reftore it to fome of its former 
fplendoLir, and made tliemfclvcs mafters of it in 1750. 
Kine years after, it paffed fiom their hands into thofe of 
the Englifh, who are ftill in poflcflion of it. 

Theie lail fovereigna have not fucceeded, nor will they 
ever fucceed, in bringing Maffulipatan to the date in which 
it was in very ancient times : but their efforts liave not 
been entirely thrown away. As the plants which arc ufed 
for dyeing the linens, are more plentiful, and of better 
quality, on this territory, than in any other part, fome of 
the manufadures have been revived, and others extended. 
This acquifition, however, will always be of lefs advantage 
to the Engliffi, from the goods they will purchafe there, 
than from thofe which they may fell. From time irnme* 
morial, the people from the Inland country ufed to come 
in caravans to provide themfelves with fait upon this coaff. 
At prefent, they refort to it from a more conddcrable dif- 
tance, and in greater numbers than ever ; and carry back 
with them, along with this article of abfolute neccffity, 
many wmollen goods, and feveral other works of European 
manufacture. This circulation, which lias added conlider- 
ably to the cuiloms, wall neceffarlly increafe, unlefs it 
fhould be put a (top to by any of tliofe revolutions which 
fo frequently, and ib dreadfully, change the face of this 
rich part of the globe. 

Great Britain alfo poffeffes, upon this coad, the pro- 
vinces of Candavir, of Moutafanagar, of Elur, of Kaja- 
mandry, and Chicacol, which extend fix hundred miles 
along the coad, and which run from thirty to ninety miles 
up the country. The French, wlio had obtained the ceffion 
of them during the fhort term of their profperity, lodthem 
at the period of their imprudences and their misfortunes. 
They became again, though for a little time, part of the 
foubahdiip of the decan, from which they had been fepa- 
rated, as it w^ere, by force. In 1766, it became neceffary 
to cede them to the Englffh, whofe infatiable' ambition 
was fupported by intrigues artfully conducted, and by 
formidable forces. The colonies which the rival nations 
had formed in this great fpace, were unmolcllcd ; but Vi- 
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zagapatam; and the other fadtories of the ruling people, 
acquired frefh activity ; .and the number of tliem was in- 
creafed. The country emerged a little from that Hate of 
anarchy into which it had been plunged by a feries of 
petty tyrants. It yields a revenue of 9,000,000 of livres 
[375,000!.] of which only 2,025,000 livres [^4>375h] 
are given to the Indian prince who has been itripped of 
it. The exports from hence arc at preftnt five times 
more confidetable than they were ten years ago. 

The quantity of labour increafes in proportion as the 
Zemindars, who were originally nothing mote than far- 
mers, are deprived of the abfolute authority t]»ey had ufurp- 
ed during the commotions of their country, in proportion 
as they are reduced to an impoIfibiJity of making war 
againll each other, and in proportion as the difiridls fub- 
mitted to their jiirildidiion aie freed from their oppreflion. 
The profperity would be more rapid and brilliant, if the 
Engiifh government would preferve an immenfe tradl of 
land from th.e inundations of the Chrifiina and the Gua- 
davery, with which it is overflowed fix months in the 
year ; if thefe waters were prudently diilributed for the 
purpofe of watering the country ; and if thefe two 
ftreams were united by a navigable canal. The ancient 
Indians had an idea or thefe labours ; and, perhaps they 
w ere begun. At kail they arc thought by men of un- 
derllanding to be very practicable, and attended with lit- 
tle expencc. 

But how vain would be ihe liopcs of fuch an improve- 
ment ? Wc are not afraid of being accufed of injufticc, in 
fuf})eAing that the company is much more engaged with 
tlie thoughts of acquiring Orixa,a province which extends 
along the borders of the fca, from their pofleflions in Gol- 
conda lo tlie banks oi the Ganges, which are equally lub- 
jctl to them. 

Before the year 1736, this country made part of Ben- 
gal. At this period, the Marattas took pofTeflion of it, 
and Hill maintain themfelves in it. 'I'hcy left the Euro- 
pean fadlories undilhiibed, and fettled in the inland parts. 
Naagapour is their capital. Their military force confills 
of forty thoufand horfe. Tncir people are chiefly em- 
ployed in fpinning cotton, which they go and fell upon 
the coaft. So great a difmemberment of the rich empire 
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they have conquered In this part of the globe, Is difpleaf- 
ing to the Englifh, and their ambition is to unite it to 
their dominions. 

However this may be, the goods bought, or fabricated 
in the fettlements formed by this nation between Cape 
Comorin and the Ganges, are all colle6\ed at Madras. 

This town was built more than a century ago, by Wil- 
liam Langhorne, in the country of Arcot, and by the fea- 
fide. As he placed it in the midll of a fandy trac^f, alto^ 
gether dry, and where there was no water fit for drink- 
ing, except w^hat was fetched from the diftance of more 
than a mile, people were curious to know what reafons 
could have determined him to make fo bad a choice. His 
friends pretended that his view was to draw thither all the 
trade of St. Thomas, which has aiSfually been the confe- 
quence ; while his enemies imputed it to a dtfire of con- 
tinuing in the neighbourhood of a millrcfs he had in that 
Portuguefe colony. 

Madras is divided into the White town and the Black 
town. I'lie firft of thefe, more known in Europe by the 
name of Fort St. George, is inhabited only by tlie Erig- 
li(h. For a long time it had only a few foitifications, and 
thofe very bad : but fome confidcrable works had lately 
been added. The Black town, which was formerly quite 
open, has been furroundtd, fince the ytai I/67, with a 
firong wall, and a ditch filled with water. I’his precau- 
tion, joined to the ruin of Pondicherry, hascoikoted three 
hundred thoufand men, Jews, iVrmenians, Moors, and In- 
dians, oil tliis fpot. 

At the diftauce of a mile from this fettlement, i Chepauk, 
where the court of the nabob of Aici't is fixed, fiuLC 1769, 

Tlie territory of Madras was formerly n(>th*i!g : <ii p>re- 
fent, it extends fifty miles welt, fitly miles nonii, and 
fifty miles fouth. In this large fpace, there arc con- 
fiderable maniifaclures, which are conllantly ineveafing ; 
and various kinds of cultivation, which are becom- 
ing more flourilhing evei*y day. Thefe diflerent branches 
of induftry keep one hundred thoufand perions em- 
ployed. 

'Fhefe concefTions were the reward of a plan which the 
Enfflilh had formed, of beftowing the Carnatic on Mo- 
Kammcd'Ali-Klian, of the battles they had fought to 
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maintain him in the pofl to which they had raifed him, 
and of the good fortune they had to deftroy the power 
of the French, ever ready to counteraft their meafures. 

The fortunate nabob foon reaped the fruits of his gra- 
titude. His protedors, for their intercft, as well as his, 
undertook to enlarge the bounds of his authority and of 
his dominions. Before the mogul government had dege- 
nerated into anarcliy, feveral Indian and Moorifh princes 
ufed to fend their tributes to the Carnatic, from whence 
they were to be conveyed to the treafury of the empire. 
Since all the fprings of government were relaxed, this 
double obligation was no longer fulfilled. I’he Englifli 
confirmed the independence of the country, which they 
confidered as their own : but they infifled, that the pro- 
vinces which had been fubordinate to that part of the 
country, fhould coutinuc in their former fubjeAion. The 
weakeft of them complied : others, more powerful, ven- 
tured to refill ; but they were fubdued. 

Thefe circumflances combined, have given Mohammed- 
Ali-Khan a very extenlive dominion, and a revenue of 
3 1 ,500,000 livres [ 1 ,3 1 2,500!. j He giv’ts up but nine 
millions [375»oool.] of this to the Englifh, who are 
obliged to defend his fortreffes and his dominions ; fo that 
there remains 22,500,000 livres [937>50ch] for his per- 
fonal expenccs, and the fupport of his civil government. 

The Englifli company had valuable pofl'eflions on the 
coall of Coromandel, eighteen thoufand fipahis well difei- 
pliiied, and three thoufand five hundred white troops. 
They dilpufed at pleafure of all the forces of the Carna- 
tic. The only European nation that could have given 
them umbrage was fubdued. They feemed, therefore, 
confiinied in the peaceful enjoyment of fo many advan- 
tages, when, in 1767, they were attacked by Hyder Ali- 
Khan, afoldier of foituue, who, after he had learnt the 
military art from the French, had made gieat conquefls, 
and become mailer of Myfore. This daring and active 
adventurer, at the head of a better army than had ever 
been commanded by an Indian general, entered boldly 
into the countries which Britifli valour was bound to de- 
fend. 7 he war became a war of flratagem, as this artful 
commander wifhed it to be. Experience having taught 
him to fear the attjicks of the infantry and artillery em- 
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ployed agalnit him, he declined, as much as poflible, any 
regular adion, and contented himfelf with hovering 
about the enemy, haralTing them, carrying olF their fo- 
ragers, and intercepting their provifions, while his cavalry 
was employed in ravaging the country, plundering the 
provinces, and fpreading dcfolation as far as to the gates 
of Madras. Thefe calamities made the Englifh defirous 
of an accommodation, which they obtained, after a dc- 
/Iru^tive and not very honourable, war of two years. 

Since that period, the views of the company have been 
to prevent Hyder Ali-Khan, the Marattas, and the fou- 
bah of the decan, the three chief powers of the penin- 
fula, from making any conquefts, or forming any clofe 
connexion with each other. While they fuccecd in this 
political fyflcm, they will preferve their fuperiority on 
the coall of Coromandel : but they will be obliged to 
increafe their revenue, which, in 1773» did not exceed 
24,196,680 livres [1,008,195!.] ; or they mull diminifh 
their expences, which, at the fame period, amounted to 
26,397,585 livres [1,089,899!. 73. 6d.] It will onlv 
be after this change has been accompliflied that they will 
be in a condition effectually to protect their fettleraents at 
Sumatra. 

Although the road of this very EngliJJ) fet element 
cxtenfivc illand had been frequented by in Sumatra. 
the Englifh ever fince their arrival in 
India, it was not till 1688 that the ifland received a co- 
lony of thefe people. The navigators difpatched to Ma- 
dras had ordeis to fix the faCtory at Indapoura, tlie part 
of the country mofl abounding in gold ; but chance de- 
cided the matter othervvife : the winds having driven the 
fhips to Bencoolen, it was thought proper to fix there. 

The two nations made their exchanges at hrlt with a 
great deal of franknefs and confidence : but this harmony 
did not fubfift lo!ig. I'he agents of the company foou 
gave themfelves up to that fpirit of rapine and tyranny 
w'hich the Europeans fo univerfally carry into Afia. 
Clouds of difconteiu began to arife between them and 
the natives, which were gradually colledled into a florm. 
The animofity was already at its height, when the foun- 
dations of a fortiefs w'ere feen riling out of the ground, 
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at the dillance of two leagiies from the city. At this 
fight, the inhabitants of Bencoolen took up arms, and 
were joined by all the country. The magazines were 
burnt, and the Englifh obliged to embark with precipita- 
tion. Their banifhment was not of long continuance. 
They were recalled ; and derived from their difafter the 
advantage of being allowed to hnilh the conftru 6 iion of 
Fort Mailborongh without oppofition. 

Their tranquil) 'ty was no more difturbed till 1759* 
this period, the J^'rench took the fort, and dedroyed it, 
together with all the civil and military edifices. The 
booty was very inconfiderable, becanfe every ibing of va- 
lue had been removed in time. Even before the conclu- 
fion of hollilitics, the Englifh regained poflcflion of this 
place ; but they did not reinflate the w'orks. Fort Marl- 
borough then fhook off the dependence it had hitherto 
been under to Madras, and conftituted a dircdlion of its 
own. 

The Chinefe, the Malays, and the (laves brought from 
tlif Mozambique, form the population of the Englifh fet- 
tlement, which is defended - by four hundred Europeans 
and fonie fipahis. All the trade carried on there belongs 
to the free merchants, except that of popper. The com- 
pany draw from thence annually fifteen hundred tons of 
it, which they got at an excoflive low rate. Half of this 
produce is conveyed to Great Britain by a fingle fliip ; 
the roll i« put on hoard two veffels fent from Europe, and 
wdiich cany it to China, where it is difpofed of to advan- 
tage. In 1773, the revenue of this faftory arofe to 
4,982,895 livres [2C7.620I. 128. 6d.] and its exptncea 
wort 3,165,4^0 hvres [131,895!.] 

Vlt'ios of thf This colony was not thought 

upon Bdlauihangan, fufficiently nfeful : accordingly, it 
was to have been abandoned, but 
not till after the fuccefs of a great proje6l that w^as medi- 
tated. The Englifh had for a long time wilhed fof a 
poff^fTion that might become a ftaplc, where the merchan- 
dize and provifions of China, and of the oriental iflands, 
might be exchanged for the provifions and merchandize of 
Ind-'dan and Euiope. Their plan was to make it the 
moll confidcrablc mart in Afla. The ifland of Balamban- 



9mh m, TM THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

gan, fituaicd at the northern point of Borneo, appeared 
to'them calculated to anfvver their purpole ; and the king 
of Solor religned it to them in 1765. The next year 
they planted tlicir flag there; but it wa^ not till 177^ 
that they formed their ftttlement. Some clerks, three 
hundred white or black foldiers, one fln'p, and two fmalh 
er vclfels, were the firlt beginnings of an edifice, which, 
in'procefs of lime, was to be raifed to an immenfe height. 
Unfortunately the commanders quarrelled ; the few troops 
that had efcaped from fatal difeafes were too much fcat-^ 
tered ; and the lliips went to open a trade with the neigh- 
bouring dates. Under thefe inaiifpicious circumflanccs, 
the new factory was attacked, taken, and dcilcoycd. 

The Englifii are ftill ignorant, or pretend to be fo, 
from whence this adf of violence, wliich cofl them 
9,000,000 livres [375»OOoh]] proceeded. Their fufpi- 
cionshave appeared to lix alternately upon the Dutch, who 
are conftantly alarmed for the Moluccas ; upon the Spa** 
niards, who might be apprehcnfivc for the Philippine 
iflands ; upon the barbarians of the neighbouring latitudes, 
whofe liberty feemed to be threatened ; femetimes even 
upon a confpiracy of all thefe enemies, who had united 
their refentment and their interefts. From whatever quar^ 
ter this unexpe^led ftroke may have come, the mifehief is 
not irremediable. The British nation may recover at 
Queda, on another part of the continent at Malacca, or in 
fome one of the numerous iflands feattered about this 
ftrait, \vhat they have loft a Balambangan. If obftacles 
of too powerful a nature Ihould once more render their at- 
tempts ineftedfual, they would find a multitude of mo- 
tives of confolation in Bengal. 

BtNGAX. is a vaft country of Afla, Revolutions itt 
bounded by the kingdoms of Aftiam and Bengal, 
Arracan on the caft ; by feveral provinces 
belonging to the great mogul on the weft ; by dreadful 
rocks on tbe north ; and by the fea on the fouth. It ex- 
tends on both Tides the Ganges, , which rifes frqm differ- 
ent fources in Thibet, and, after feveral windings through. 
Mount Caucafus, penetrates into India, acrofs the moun- 
tains on its frontie**. This river, after having formed in 
it« courfo a great number of large, fertile, and well pflo- 
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pled iQands, difcliarges itfelf into the Tea by feveral 
rooulhs, of which only two are known and frequented. 

Towards the fource of tliis river was formerly a city 
called Palibothra. Its antiquity was fo great, that Dio- 
dorus Siculus makes no fcruple of affuring us that it was 
built by that Hercules to whom the Greeks afcribed all 
the great and furprlfmg adfions that had been performed 
in the world. In Pliny’s time, its opidence was cele- 
brated through the w^hole univerfe ; and it was looked 
upon as the general mart for the people inhabiting both 
lides of the river that waihed its walls. 

The hhlory of the revolutions that have happened in 
Bengal is intermixed with fo many fables that it does not 
deferve our attention. AH we can difeover is, that the 
extent of this empire has been fometimes greater and 
fometimes kfs ; that it has had fortunate and unfortunate 
I)eriods ; and that it has already been formed into one 
1' .gle kingdom, or divided into feveral independent ftates. 
xt was under the dominion of one maRer, when a more 
powerful tyrant, Akbar, grandfather of Aureng/ebe, 
undertook the conqueR of it ; which was begun in 
1590, and completed in 1595. Since this era, Bengal 
has always acknowledged the mogul for its fovereign* 
At firR, the governor to whom the adminiilration of it 
was uitrufted, held his court at Rajamahul, but afterwards 
removed it to Dacca. Ever finc^ the year 1718, it has 
been fixed at Muxadavad, a large inland town, two leagues 
diilant from Caflimbir/ar, There arc feveral nabobs and 
rajahs fubordinate to this viceroy, who ia called foubah. 

This important poll was occupied for a long time by 
the foils of the great mogul ; but they fo frequently made 
an Lmproper ufe of the forces and treafure at their difpo- 
fal, to raife difturbances in the empire, that it was thought 
proper to commit that province to men who had lefs in- 
fluence, and were more dependent. The new governois, 
indeed, did not give any alarm to the court of Delhi ; 
hut they wtM C far from •being purnSlual in remitting the 
tribute they colledted to the royal treafury. Thefe abufes 
gained further ground after the expedition of Kouli 
Khan ; and matters w'ere carried fo far, jthat the emperor, 
who was unable to pay the Marattas wh^t he owed them, 
authorifed them, in j 740, to coUedl it in Bengal thcmfelvea^ 
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Tbcfc banditti, divided into three . armies, ravaged thia 
fine country for ten years together, and did not leave it 
till they had extorted immenfe Aims. 

PvRiNG all thefe commotions, jfneient manners 
defpotic government, which unhap- the Indians Jldl 
pily prevails throughput India, kept exijling in the Biffen- 
up its influence in Bengal ; though pour» 
a fmidl diftridl in the province that 

had preferved its independence, ftill continues to maintain 
it. This fortunate fpot, which extends about a hundred 
and fixty miles, is called Biffenpour, It has been govern- 
ed, time immemorial, by a bramin family of the trihe of 
Rajahputs. Here it is that the purity and equity of the 
ancient political fyftem of the Indians is found unadulter- 
ated. This fingular kind of government, the moft beauti- 
ful and moll interefting monument in the world, has 
hitherto been beholden with too much indifference. The 
only remains we have of ancient nations confift in monu- 
ments of brafs and marble, which fpeak only to the ima- 
gination and to opinion, uncertain interpreters of manners 
and cuftoma that no longer cxilh Were a philofopber 
transported to Biffenpour, he would immediately be a wk- 
ne£s of the life led by the firft inhabitants of India manjj- 
thoufand years ago; he would converfe with them ; he 
would trace the prpgrefs of this nation, celebrated as it 
were from its very infancy ; he would fee the rife of a 
government, . which being founded only on happy prejudi- 
ces, on a fimplicity and purity of manners, on the mild- 
nefs of tliC people, and the integrity of the chiefs, has 
(urvived thole innumerable fyftemsof iegillation, which have 
made only a tranfitory appearance upon the llage of the 
world with the generatioos they were deftined to torment. 
More folid and durable than thofe political ftrutlures, 
which, raifed by impofture and enthufiafm, are the fcour- 
ges of mankind, and are doomed to perifh with the ex- 
travagant opinions that gave them birth, the government 
of Biffenpour, the offspring of a Juft attention to order 
and the laws of nature, has been ellablillied and maintain- 
ed upon unchangeable principles, and has undergone no 
more alteration than thofe principles themfelves. The fin- 
giilar fituation of this country has preferved to the inha- 
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bitants their primitive happinefs and the gentlenefeof their 
charadler, by I'ecuring them from the danger of being 
conquered, or of imbruing their hands in the blood of 
their fellow creatures. Nature has furrounded them with 
water ; and they have only to open the flulces of their ri- 
vers In order to overflow the whole country. The armies 
fent to fubdue them have fo frequently been drowned that 
the plan of enflaving them has been laid afide ; and the 
projedlors of it have thought proper to content thcmfelvee 
with an appearance of fubmiffion. ' 

Liberty and property are facred in Bifienpour. Rob-* 
bery, either public or private, is never heard of. As 
foon as any ftranger enters the territory he comes under 
the protedtion of the laws, which provide for his fecurity. 
He is furnifhed with guides at free coll, who condudlhim 
from place to place, and are anfwerable for his perfon and 
efFcdls. When he changes his condndfors, the new ones 
deliver to thofc they relieve an atteftation of their condudl, 
which is vegillered and afterwards Tent to the raja. All 
the time he remains in the country he is maintained and 
conveyed with his merchandize,' at the expence of the 
Rate, unlefs he defires leave to ftay longer than three days 
in the fame place. In that cafe he is obliged to defray his 
own expences, unlefs he is detained by any illnefs or other 
unavoidable accident. This beneficence to iliangers is the 
confcquence of the warmth with which ^the citizens efpoure 
each other’s interefts. They are fo far from entertaining 
a thought of doing an injury to each other, that whoever 
finds a purfe, or other thing of value, hangs it* upon the 
fu ll ti'ce he meets with, and informs the nca^ll guard, 
who give notice of it to the public by beat of drum. 
Thefe maxims of probity arc fo generally received, that 
they dirc6l even the operations of government. It re- 
ceives annually between fcveii and eight millions (^from 
291,6661. 13s. qd, to 333,333! 63. Sd.] without injury ;o 
figricnlture or trade, and what is not wanted of this fum to 
fupply the tinavoidable expences of the (late fs laid out in 
improvemenrs. The raja is enabled to engage in thefe 
humane employments, as he pays the moguls only what 
tribute he thinks proper, and at the times he choofes. 

Readers, vdiofc feeling hearts have been tranfported 
with joy at this deferiptiort of the fimplicity of the man- 
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i!«rs and of the government of BifTenpour you, who, 
tired with the vices and diforders prevailing in yoivr own 
country, have undoubtedly frequently left it in imaguuK 
tion, in Order to behold the virtue, and (have the happi- 
nefs, of this little corner of Bengal, it is with regret 
that I am' now going to dellroy, perhaps, this molt agree- 
able illulion, and pour the bitter cUp of melancholy in 
your hearts ; but truth compels me. Alas I this Biffen- 
poiir, and all that I have been faying about it, is, perhaps, 
nothing more than a fable. 

I underftand — With forrow you exclaim : A fable.. 
What ! is there nothing but the evil that can be faid of 
man, that is polhble to be 'true? His mifery, or his 
wretchednefs, are they the only circumftances that are in* 
conteftible ? Tins bejng, born as he is for virtue, the prin- 
ciple of which he would in vain attempt to llifle, whicli he* 
never counterafts without remorfe, and which he is obliged 
to refpecl, even when it diftreffes or humiliates him : not- 
withflanding all thefe circumftances, this being is prone to 
wickednefs, in every part of the globe, fie is inceflautly 
panting after happinefs, founded upon the bafis of his real 
duties, and yet he is unhappy everywhere. Everywhere 
he groana under the yoke of mercilefs rulers: everywhere 
lie torments his equals, or is tormented by them ; every- 
where he is corrupted by education, and poifoned from 
hia birth by prejudice ; everywhere he is devoured by am- 
bition, agitated with the love of glor}q or tormented with 
the third of gold ; while we arc the fad viridims of thefe 
fell executioners, who piitfue us to the verge of the grave. 
Has vice then extended itfelf over the whole earth ? Alas ? 
let innocence be fiiffered at lead to remain in this narrow 
fpot, upon which our attention is fixed ; and which our 
imagination, carrying us over the immenfe fpace that is be- 
tween us, delighted to dwell upon. 

Reader, I have experienced the fame anxiety that you 
have. I have been led into the fame rellcdlions, when I 
founrfmyfelf balanced between two authorities, almoft of 
ecjual weight; the one for, the other againft, the cxiftence 
ot Biffenpour. We have in our favour the teftimony of 
an En^lifh travcDer, who has redded thirty years in Ben- 
gal. The teftimony on the other fkle' is ^fo that of a 
traveller of the fa«se Tration, who has likewife lived for 
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confiderable time in this country. Confidcr the matt<fr> 
and make your awn choice. 

Produ^ioftSy^'C. Although the reft of Bengal be 
0 / BengaL far frori) enjoying the fame felicity, be 

it real or fabulous, as Biftetippur, it is 
ncverthelefs the richeft and moft populous province in the 
whole empire. Befidcs its own confumption, which is ne- 
ceflarily confiderable, its exports are immenfe. One part 
of its merchandize is carried into the inland country. 
Thibet takes off a quantity of its cottons, befides fome 
iron and cloths of European manufa61:ure. The inhabit- 
ants of thofe mountains fetch them from Patna thcra- 
felves, and give muik and rhubarb in exchange. 

Mufk is a produdlion peculiar to Thibet. It is con*- 
tained in a fmall bag of the fize of a hen’s egg, which 
grows in the fhape of a bladder under the belly of a fpe- 
cies of goat, between the navel and the genitals. In its 
original ftate it is nothing more than putrid blood which 
coagulates in this bag. The largeft bladder yields no more 
than half an ounce of muik. The fmell of it is naturally 
fo ftrong, that for common ufe, it is neccffaiy to moder- 
ate it by mixing it with milder perfumes. The hunters, 
with a view of incrcafing their profits, contrived to fake 
away part of the mulk ffom the bladders, and to fill the 
vacuity with the liver and coagulated blood of the animal 
tnixed together. The government, to put a ftop to tbcfe 
fraudulent mixtures, ordered, that all the bladders, before 
they were fewed up, fhould be examined by infpedlors, 
who fhould clofe them with their own hands, and feal 
them with the royal fignct. This precaution has put a 
ftop to the frauds pra<R;ifed to reduce the quality of the 
mufk, but not to thofe which are calculated to inercafe the 
weight of it ; they contrive to open the bags artfully and 
pour particles of lead into them. 

The trade of Thibet is nothing in comparifon qf that 
which Bengal carries on with Agra, Delhi, and the pro- 
vinces adjacent to thofe fuperb capitals, in fait, fugar, 
opium, filk, filk ftuffs, an infinite quantity of cottons, 
and particularly muflins. Thefe articles, taken together, 
amounted formerly to more than forty millions a year 
1 1,660, 6661. 13 ^. 4 d.] So confiderable a fum was not 
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conveyed to the banks of the Ganges ; but it was the 
'means of retaining one nearly e<^Lial, which mu ft have if- 
fiied from thence to pay the duties, or for other purpofes. 
Since the viceroys of the mogul have made themfelveS 
nearly independent, and fend Him no revenues but fuch as 
they choofe to allow him, the luxury of the court is great- 
ly abated^ and the trade we have been fpeaking of is no 
longer fo confiderable. 

The maritime trade of Bengal managed by the natives 
of the country, has not fuffered the fame diminution, nor 
was it ever fo extenfive, as the other. It may be divided 
into two branches, of which Catek is in pofTeffion^uf the 
greater part. 

Catek is a diftricfl of fome extent, a little below the 
moft weilern mouth of the Ganges. Balafore, fituated 
upon a navigable river, ferves it for a port. The naviga- 
tion to the Maldives, which the Englifh and French have 
been obliged to abandon on account of the climate, is car- 
ried on entirely from this road. Here they load their vef- 
fels with rice, coarfe cottons, and fome filk Huffs for thefe 
iflands, and receive cowries in exchange, which are ufed 
for money in Bengal, and are fold to the Europeans. 

The inhabitants of Catek, and fome other people of 
the lower Ganges, maintain a confiderable corrclpondcnce 
with the country of Afham. This kingdom, which is 
thought to have formerly made a part of Bengal, and is 
only divided from it by a river that falls into the Ganges, 
deferves to be better known, if what is alferted be true, 
that gunpowder has been difeovered there, and that the 
difeovery was communicated from AHiam to Pegu, and 
from Pegu to China. Its gold, filver, iron, and lead 
mines, would have added to’ its fame, if they had been pro- 
perly worked. In tire midll of thefe riches, which were 
of very little fervice to this kingdom, fait was an article 
of which the inhabitants were fo much iff want, that they 
were reduced to the expedient of procuring it from a de- 
co6tion of certain plants. 

In the beginning of the prefent century, fome brarains 
of Bengal carried their fuperftitions to Afham, where the 
people were guided folely by the dictates of natural reli- 
gion. The priefts perfiiadcd them, that it would be more 
agreeable tobrama if they fubftituted the pure and wholes 
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fome Lit of the Tea to that which thcj^ uLd. The 
fovereign confented to this, on conditron tliat the 
cxcluhve trade (hould be ia liis hands, that it fliould 
only he brought by the people of Bengal, and that 
the boats laden with it ftiould (lop at the frontiers of 
his dorpinions. Thus have all theie falfe religions been 
introduced by tlie iiilluence^and for the advantage, of the 
priefta who teach, and of the kings who admit them. 
{Since this arrangement has taken pace, forty vefTels arc 
annually fent from the Ganges to Afham, laden with (alt, 
which yields near two hundred per cent, profit. They 
receive in payment a fniall quantity of gold and filvcr, 
ivory, mudt, aloes- wood, gum-lac, and a large quantity 
of iilk* 

This filk, which is fingular ia its kind, requires no care ; 
it is found on the trees where the filk worms are pro* 
duced, nourilhed, and undergo their fcvcral metamor- 
phofes. The Inhabitants have no other trouble but that 
of coUefliDg it. The negleded cods produce a new ge- 
neration 5 during the growth of which, the tree puts 
forth new leaves, which ferve fuccelTively for the nou- 
riihmcnt of the young, w'ormi?. Thefc revolutions arc 
repeated twelve times in a year, but do not produce 
fo much in the rainy, as in the dry feafons. The 
made of this hlk have a great deal of ludre, but do not 
lad long. 

Excepting thefe two branches of maritime trade, M’hich 
for particular reafons, have been confined to the natives of 
the country, the people of Bengal have been deprived of 
all others by the Europeans, and it w^as impoflible it 
Should be other wife. How could a weak, cautious, and 
opprefled, people, who failed but flowly along the coads, 
and with very frnall craft, fuccefsfully maintain a competi- 
tion againd thefe,. dran^ers of an enterprifing charatlcr, 
enjoying parti^ufer privileges even on the Ganges, and in 
all other parts in bidding:defiance to the tempeduous ek« 
nient upon their immenfe veflels i But in a country, 
where in general nothing is to be found nccefiary for the 
building of (hips, the docks of Pegu arc the only re- 
fource which has been thought of to fupply this dtfici- 
,€ncy. 

Pegu is fituated in the gulf of Bengal, between the 
Teingdoms of Arracan and Siam. Revolutions, which are 
fo common in all the defpotic empires o Afia, have been 
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here more frequentlj repeated than in any other. It hwi’'- 
aUernatcly been the centre of a great power, and a^ro- 
vincfe to (evcrai Hates left eKtcnfive than itfclT. It at 
prefeat dependent upon Ava, where the Armenians tdone 
buy up every thing that is furnifhed by Fegu, in topazes, 
i'apphires, amethilts, and rubks. 

The only port of Pngu that is open to ftrangers is'Sy-^ 
riam. The Portuguefe were a long time nailers of it.- It 
then difpla^yed a degree of fplcndour, which vaniflied with 
with the profperities of that nation. It was revived, whoa 
the Europeans, fettled at Bengal, thought of conftrudling 
there the numerous veffels which the extent of tlijslr ma-' 
ritime coimeclions required t- but it having been found 
that the materials employed there were of bad quality, it 
became nccelTary to give up this point, and the road fell 
again into obfeurity. All the trade here at prefent is con- 
fined to the exchange of a few ordinary linens from the 
banks of the Ganges, or the coaft of Coroillandel, for 
w'ax, till, and ivory. 

A Hill more conftderable branch of commerce, which ' 
the Europeaus at Bengal carry on with the reH of Indft, 
is that of opium. Opium is the produce of the white 
P^PPy gardens, all the parts-of which yield a milky 

jiyce. This plant, which periflieB every year, has oblong 
and fin u ate leaves, of a fea-grecn colour, alternately dift 
pofed upon a fmooth ftem, with very few branches, and 
three feet high. Each branch is almbll^i^ked, terminat- 
ed by a fingle flower, -rather large, compofed of a csdiz . 
with two leaves, four white on rofc-coloured petals, and 
a. great number of ftamina, placed under the pillil, which 
they furri^nd. The piftil grows into a large round feed- 
veffel, ornamented witli a radiated crown, and filled wirk.‘ 
ja prodigious iitimbcr of round, white, and oily, feeds. 
When the poppy is full of fap, and that the head of it 
begins to Uvell, one or more incifions are made into it, . 
from wheqee diftil fome drops of the milky liquor contain- 
ed within, which is left to congeal, and is afterwards ga- 
thered. This operation is repeated three times ; but the 
produce gradually dim.'nifhcs in quantity, nor is it of f# 
good a quality. When the opium is gather^ it is moift- 
enedand kneaded with water ol* honey, till it acquire*^ 
thSL^onfiftcnce, vifeidity, and gloffiaeft of pitch, when 



fT'O HISTORY OF SETTLfeMENTS AND IKIde Bwk ITT- 

j» wdOi prepared, ar>d is then made into fmafl cakes. That 
Idawl 48 mott in efteem which is rather foft, and yields 
to the touch, ia inflammable, of a t)lackifli.brown co- 
four, and has' a llrong fetid fmeli ; on the contrary, 
that which is dry, friable, burnt, and mixed with earth 
and fand, is to be thrown away. According to the 
different manner of preparing it, and the dozes in which 
it is giv,en, it llupifies, excites agreeable ideas, or occafions 
madnefa. 

The meconium, or common opium, is preparedby preflmg 
the foppy heads. that have been already cut. The juice 
which comes out of them, mixed with the leaft beautiful 
of the other drops ia kneaded with water, and made into 
cakes, which are feiit to Europe. As it is often adulter- 
ated, it is purified before it is ufed. 

The province of Bahar is the country in the uniyerfe 
where the poppy is moft cultivated. The fields arc co- 
vered with it. Befide the opium which is carried into 
the inland parts, there are annually fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds weight exported. This opium is not puri- 
fied hkc that of Syria and Perfia, which we make ufe of 
in Europe ; it is only a paile that has undergone no pre- 
paration, and has not a tenth part of the virtue of the 
other, r 

An excefiive fond nefs for opium prerails in all the 
iroimtries to the ea(t of India. In vain have the laws of 
Chipa condcrrH^I to the flames every veflel that imports, 
and 'Cvery hemfe that receives it, the confumption is not 
the kfs confide rable. It is flill greater at Malacca, Bor- 
neo, the Moluccas, Java, Macaffar, Sumatra, and all the 
illands of this immenfe archipelago. Thefe illanders fmoke 
it with their tobacco. Thofe who arc defirous of at- 
tempting Ibmc defperatc aftton, intoxicate thcmfelves with 
this fmoke. 4 n this intoxication they fall upon thefirftobje^ 
that prefents itfelf ; upon a man whom they have never 
feen, as well as upon their moff implacable enemy. Tfirfe 
atrocious afls have not convinced the Dutch, who arc 
mafters of the places where the OTium has the moff dan- 
gerous confcqtienccs, of thc neccfiity tif putting a flop to, 
or cvcii reftnSniag, the uCe of it. Rather than deprivte 
ibemlelvcs of the confidCrable profit they detired from the 
t)f it, they have authoiifod dH tlie citiaens to maflacrc 
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thofe who, being difordered witb opium, appear in the 
ftreets armed. Thus it ifr that fome fydeme of legiflatlon 
introduce and kefep up dangerous pafBons and opinions j 
and when once thefe have prevailed among the people, no- 
thing can be thought of but death or tortures to put an 
end to them. 

The Englifh, who take as great a fhare in this odious 
commerce as they poflibly can, have other branches more 
peculiar to themielves. They carry rice and fugar to the 
coall of Coromandel, for which they are paid with me- 
tals. They carry to Malabar linens, which they ex- 
change for fpices ; and to Surat lilks, which they^ barter 
for cotton. They carry rice, gum-lac, and linens, to the 
Perfian gulf, from whence they receive dried fruits, rofe- 
water, and efpecially gold. They carry rich and various 
cargoes to the Red fea, which furnifhes little elfe than ‘ 
than fdver. Thefe fcveral conncdh’ons with the different 
parts of India, bring in annually to Bengal from five and 
twenty to thirty millions of livres [from 1,041,666!. 138. 4d. 
to 1,250,000.]. 

Though this trade pafTes- through the hands of the Eu- 
ropeans, and is earned on under their proteiflion, it is not 
entirely on their own account. The moguls, indeed, who arc 
ukially confined to the places they hold under the govern- 
ment, have feldom any concern in thefe expeditions ; but 
the Armenians, who, fince the revolutions in Perfia, arc 
fettled upon the banks of the Ganges, to which they for- 
merly only made voyages, readily throw their capitals into 
this trade. The Indiaijs employ ftill larger fums in it. 
The impoflibility of enjoying their fortunes under an op- 
preffivc governriient, does not deter the natives of this 
c'ountry from labouring inccflantly to increafe them. As 
they would run too great a rifk by engaging openly in 
trade, they are obliged to have recourfe to clandeftine 
methods. As foon as an European arrives, the Gentoos, 
who know mankind better than is commonly fuppofed, 
ftudy his charader; and if they find them frugal, adlive, 
and well informed, offer to-adl as his brokers and cafbiers^ 
and lend or procure him money upon bottomry, or at in- 
tcrell. This intcreft, which is ufually nine per cent, at 
lead, is higher when he is under the neceffity of borrovvintf^; 
oflhcCheyks. . ^ 

0^6 
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Thefe Chcyks are a family of Indians, poflefTed of great 
power, who nave» from time immemorial, lived on the 
banks of the Ganges. Their nches have long ago pro- 
cured them the njanagement of the bank belonging to tjie 
court, the farming of the public revenue, and the diredlioa 
of the money, which they coin afrefli every year, in order 
to receive annually the benefit arifing from the mint. By 
uniting fo many advantages, they are enabled to lend 
the government- forty, [ 1,666,6661. 131. 4d.] fixty, 
[2,500,000!.] or even a hundred millions [4,166,6661. 
136. 4d.] at a time. When the government finds it im- 
poflible to refund the money, or will not do it, theCheyks 
are allowed to indemnify themfelvcs. by opprefling the 
people. That fo prodigious a capital fhould be prelerved 
in the centre oT tyranny, and in the midft of revolutions, 
appears incredible. It is not polTible to conceive how 
fiich a ilrudlure could be raifed, much lefs how it could 
be fuppoit^d- for fo long a time. To explain this myllery, 
it mull be obferved, that this family has. always maintained 
a fuperlor influence ^t the court ofDellii ; that the na- 
‘ bobs and rajahs in Bengal arc dependent upon it ; thfit 
thofe who are about the perfon •f thefubah have conflant- 
ly been .its creatures; and that the fubahhimfelf has been 
maintained or dethroned by the intrigues of this family. 
To this we may add, that the different branches of it, und 
the wealth belonging to them, being difperfed, it has 
never been poffible to do them fo much mifehief, but that 
they have been always left with more rcfources than 
were ncccffary to enable them to purfue their revenge to 
the utmoft extreme. Their defpotifm extended itfelf even 
ever tlie Europeans who had fettled faftorics in this 
country ; and who indeed prefented therafelves to the 
yoke, by borrowing of thefe rapacious financiers immenfe 
Jams, at the apparent intereft of teri per cent, but in effedl, 
of more than twelve^ from the difference there^was be- 
tween the money they received, and that which they had 
to return. 

Th^ Portuguefe, who landed at Bengal a long time be- 
4cnfc the other navigators of Europe, termed a lettlcment 
atChatigan, a port ^uated upon the frontier of Arrdcan, 
ttot far trom the moft caftem brapeh of the Ganges. The 
'iNtch, without incurring the resentment of an 



Tiaol Iff, IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. ^73 

my at that time fo formidable, were defirous of flianng in 
their good fortune, were engaged in fearching for a port, 
which, without obftrufling their plan, would expofe them 
the leaft to hoftilitlcs. In 1605* their attention was di^ 
retted to Balafore ; and all their rivals, rather through 
imitation than in confequence of any well-concerted 
fehemes, followed their example. Experience taught thefe 
merchants the propriety of fixing as near aspoflible to the 
different markets from whence their rich cargoes came*, 
and they failed up that branch of the Ganges, which, after 
having leparated itfelf from the main river at Mourcha, 
faljs into the fea, under the name of the river Hughley# 
The government of the country permitted them to ere£l 
.warehqufes wherever thei*c was plenty of manufaAufes ; 
and it even* very imprudently allowed the liberty of eredl- 
ing fortifications upon the banks of the river. 

On going up the river, we firft meet with the Englifh 
fettlemcnt at Calcutta, where the air is unwholefome, and 
the anchorage unfafe. Notwithftandlng thefe inconveni- 
ences, this town^ to which liberty and fccurity had fuc- 
cefively attraded many rich Armenian, Moorifh, and In** 
dian merchants, has inercafed its population in later 
times to fix hundred thoufand fouls. On the land lide, 
it would be entirely open to the enemy, if there were any 
!here, or if they were to be feared : but Fort William, 
which is only at the diflance of half a mile, would defend 
it again (I any forces fent from Europe to attack or bom- 
bard it. It is a regular oilagon, with eight baftions, fe- 
veral counter-guards, and fome half-moons, without either 
a glacis or covered-way. The ditch of this place, which 
has coft more than twenty millions [833)f?33l. 63. Sd.] 
nyiy be about one hundred and fixty tcet wide, and eight-* 
cen feet deep. 

Six leagues higher is fituated Frederick Nagore, found- 
ed by the Danes in 1756, in order to fupply the place of 
an ancient fettlement whe;£^they had not been able to 
/naintain their ground. This new eftablifhment has not 
yet acquired any importance ; and there is all the reafou 
imaginable to bdieve, that it will never become confider- 
able. 

Chandernagorc, which lies two leagues and an half 
^ijgher, belongs to the French. It lias the difadvantage 
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of being fomewhat expofed on the weftern fide ; but its 
harbour is excellent, and the air is as pure as it can be 
on the banks of the Ganges. Whenever any building 
is undertaken that requires (Irength, it muft here, as 
well as in all other parts of Bengal, be built upon piles ; 
it being impoflible to dig to three or four feet deep with- 
out coming at water. We find upon this diflridt, whiclv 
is hardly a league in circumference, fomc few manufac- 
turers, whom perfccution has driven here, as into the other 
European fadlorics. 

At the diftance of a mile from Chandernagore, is Chin- 
fura, better known by the name of Hughley, being fitu- 
ated near the fuburbs of that anciently renowned city. 
The Dutch have no other pofleflions there, but merely 
their fort ; the territory round it depending on the go- 
vernment of the country, which hath frequently made it 
feel its power by its extortions. Another inconvenience 
attending this fettlement is a fand-bank that prevents 
fhips from coming up to it ; they proceed no farther than 
Tulta, which is twenty miles below Calcutta ; and this,, 
of coLufe, occafions an additional expence to the govern- 
ment. 

The Portuguefe had formerly made Bandel, which is- 
eighty leagues from the mouth of the Ganges, and » 
quarter of a league above Hughely, the principal feat 
of their commerce. Their flag is ftill difplayed, and 
there arc a few unhappy wretches remaining there, who^ 
have forgotten their country, after having been forgotten 
by it. 

Except in the months of 06lober, November, and De- 
cember, when the frequent and almoll continued hurri- 
canes render the gulff of Bengal impra£licable, European 
fliips may enter the Ganges during the remainder of the 
year. Thofe that defign to go "tip the river, previoufly 
touch at Point Palmiras, where they are received by pilots 
of their own nation, who rcfidc at Balafore. The money 
they convey is put on board fome floops, called hots, of 
between fixty and a hundred tons burthen, which always 
precede the mips. The paflage into the river Hughley 
lies through a narrow ftrait between two fand banks. The 
Ihips ufed formerly to come to an anchor at Culpy ; but 
lime has worn oflf the dread of thofe currents, quickfand.^ 
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and (hqals, 'that feemed to choke up the navigation of the 
river, and the ftips have been brought up to their refpcc- 
tive places of deftination.. This boldnefs has occafioned 
many Ihipwrecks ; but in proportion as more expenence 
has been gained, and the fpirit of obfervation has been 
carried further, accidents of that kind have been lefs fre- 
quent. It is to be hoped, that the example of Admiral 
Watfon, who failed as high as Chandernagore in a fe- 
venty-gun Ihip, will not be forgotten ; as a proper atten- 
tion to it would fave a great deal of time, trouble, and 
expence. 

Befide this great channel, there is another, by which 
goods may be brought from the places which furnifh them, 
to the principal fcttleracnt of each company. For this 
purpofe, a number of fmall fleets are employed, confifting 
of eighty or a hundred veffels, and fpmetimes more. Thele 
are manned with black or white foldicrs, in order to 
check the infatiable avarice of the nabobs and rnjahs they 
meet with in their paflage. The goods pur chafed in the 
higher parts of the Ganges, at ratna and Caffimbuzar, 
are carried down the river Hughley : thofe purchafed 
near the other branches of the Ganges, which are all 
navigable in the interior parts of the country, and com- 
municate with each other, efpecially towards the lower 
divilion of that river, are conveyed into the Hughley 
by Rangafoula and 15aratola, about fifteen or twent) 
leagues from the fea. From thence they are carried up 
the llrcam to the principal fcttlemcnt belonging to each 
nation. 

The exports from Bengal to Europe confift of mufk, 
gum-lac, nicaragua-vvood, pepper, cowries, and fome other 
articles of lefs importance brought thither from other 
places. Thofe that arc the immediate produce of the 
country are borax, faltpetre, filk, filk fluffs, mufllns, and 
feveral different forts of cottons. 

The borax, which is found in the province of Patna, is 
a faline fubftance, which the chemifts in Europe have in 
vain attempted to counterfeit. Some of them confider it 
as an alkaline fait, which is found completely formed in 
the rich country of Indoftan ; others will have it to be the 
produce of volcanoes, or fubterraneous fires. 

Be this as it may, the borax is of great ufe in the 
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working of metals, by facilitating their fufion and purifi- 
cation. This fubftance being quickly vitrified by the ac« 
lion of fire, attrads the heterogeneout particles that are^ 
intermixed with thefc metals, and reduces them to drofs. 
The borax is llkewlfe abfoultely neceflary in the alTaying 
of ores, and the foldering of metals. The Dutch alone 
have the feciet of refining it, which is faid to have been 
communicated to them by fome Venetian families that 
came to feek that liberty in the United provinces which 
they did not enjoy under the tyranny of their own arifta* 
cratical government. 

Saltpetre is likev^ifc the produce of Patna. It is extract- 
ed from a clay, which is either black, whitifh, or red. 
The manner of refining it is by digging a large pit, in 
which the nitrons earth is depofited, and diluted with A- 
quantity of water, which is kept ftirred till it comes to a 
a confiflency. The water having drawn out all the falls, 
and the groffer parts fubliding at the bottom, the more 
fluid particles are taken out and put into another pit not 
fo large as the former. This fubftance having undergone 
a fecond purification the clear water thet fwims on the 
top, and is totally impregnated with nitre, Is taken off, 
and boiled in caldrons ; it is flcimmed while it is boiling, 
and in a few hours a nitrous fait is obtained infinitely fu- 
perior to any that is found elfewhcre. The Europeans 
export about ten millions of pounds for the ufe^of their 
fottlements iti Ada, or for home coufumption in their re- 
fpedlve countries. It is bought upon the fpot for three- 
fols a pound [ifd.] at the moll ; and is fold.again to us 
for ten [sd.] at the leaft. 

Caflimbuzar, which is grown rich by the ruin of Mal- 
da and Rajamahal, is the general market for Bengal filk, 
the greatell part of which is fupplied from .that territory. 
I'he filk-worms are brought up jmd fed there in the fame 
manner as in other places ; but the heat of the climate 
hatches them, and brings them to perfedlion at all 'times 
of the year. A great many fluffs, made entirely of filk, 
or of filk and cotton mixed,.Are manufadlured here. The 
firll of thefe arc moftly confumed at Delhi, or in oiif 
northern regions, the reft in fcveral countries of Afia. 
With regard to the unwrought filk, the quantity confum- 
ed in the European manufaQure may be efiimated sfiTc 
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three or four hundred pounds weiglit : but for a few 
years paft, the Englifh carry away great quantities of 
it for their own ufe, and that of other nations ; it is in ge- 
neral, a very common fort, ill twilled, and takes no 
glofs in dying. It is of little ufe except for the woof in 
brocades. 

Cotton is brought to much greater pei fodlion : it is fit 
for every thing; and is ufefully employed in a variety of dif- 
ferent manufadures, which are confirmed over the whole 
globe. That for which there is the molt univerfal de- 
mand, and which more patUcalarly comes from Bengal, is 
plain, ftriped, or woriced, mullln. It iifealily manufadui - 
ed in tire rainy feafon, beegufe tlien, the materials arc more 
flexible, and do not break fo readily. I'he weavers, dur- 
ing the reit of the year, fupply, as much as polTible, this 
moilhire in the air, by vtffels full of water, which they 
take care to put under their looms. 

Although the manufadurea in which the cottons afe 
prepared are dlfperfed throughout the greateft part of Ben- 
gal, Dacca may be confidered as the general market of 
them. Till of late, Delhi and Muxadavad were furniflitd 
from thence with the cottons wanted for their own cOn- 
fumptlon. They each of tliem maintained an agent on 
tie fpot to fuperintend the manuladure of them; w’ho 
has an authority independent of the magiftrate over all the 
workmen, whofe buiinefs has any relation to the objeii 
of his commiflion. It was a misfortune to them to ap- 
pear too dexterous, becaufc thej were then forced to work 
only for the government, which paid them ill, and kept 
them in a fort of captivity. When the caprices of tyran- 
ny w'erc fatisfied, Europeans, other llrangers, and natives, 
were allowed to begin their purchafes : but ftill they were 
obliged to employ brokers ellablifhed by the miniflry, and 
as corrupt as they were. Thcfe rellraints and rigours put 
an end to induflry, the child of neceffity but the compar 
nion of liberty. 

The revolutions which have given new fovereigns to 
Bengal ought to have introduced other maxims. Never- 
thelefs, we do not fee that the \yorks that come from 
thence are more perfect than they were before that pe- 
riod. It Is poflible that thofe who fabricate them may not 
really have experienced any change of condition, Whea 
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they ceafed to be the flaves of their nabobs, they fell per- 
haps under a yoke equally oppreflivc. 

All the purchafes made in Bengal by the European na- 
tions, amounted, a few years ago, to no more than 
20,000,000 of livres [833,333!. 63. Sd.] One-third of 
this fum was paid in iron, lead, copper, wollens, and Dutch 
fpices ; the remainder was difcharged in money. Since 
the Englilh have made themfelves mailers of this rich coun- 
try its exports have been increafed, and its imports diininifh- 
ed, bccaufe the conquercrs have carried away a greater 
quantity of mercl^ndize, and have paid for it out of the 
revenues they reeme from the country. There is reafon 
to believe, that this revolution in the trade of Bengal has 
not arrived at its cribs, and that fooner or later it 
will be attended with more important confcquences and 
cffedle. 

EngliJhf^He- To maintain their intercourfe with this 
ment ai St* vaft country, and their other Afiatic fcN 
Helena, ments, the Englilh company have fixed 

upon St. Helena as a place of refrefhment. 
This ifland, vrhich is only twenty-eight miles in circum- 
ference, is fituated in the middle of the Atlantic ocean, 
at the diftance of four hundred leagues from the coaft of 
Africa, and fix hundred from that of America. It is an 
irregular mafs of rocks and mountains, where at every-bep 
we meet with evident traces of an extinguifhed volca- 
no. It was difeovered in .1602 by the Portuguefe, who 
paid no attention to it. The Dutch afterwards formed a 
frnall fettlcinent upon the ifland, which they were difpof- 
fefled of by the Engliih, wlio have been fixed there ever 
fincethe year 1673. 

Upon this barren and wild foil, a population has 
gradually been formed, of twenty thoufand fouls, freemen 
or flaves. Here, as well as at the Cape of Good Hope, 
the number of females born exceeds greatly that of males. 
If it were proved, by accurate calculations, that the pro- 
cefs of nature is the fame in all hot countries, this infor- 
mation would account for the public manners, and the 
private cuftonrs, of the people that dw’ell there. 

None of the fruit trees exported from our climates to 
St. Helena have fucceeded, except the peach tree. The 
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vine has not profpered there ; and the vegetables have 
been conftantly devoured by infcds ; while a fmall quan- 
tity only of the corn is prelcrved from the attacks of the 
mice. The breeding of horned cattle has been the only 
refourct ; and it is even only after the lofs of a great num- 
ber, that the propagation has been fuccefsful. 

llie climate deftroyed every fpecies of feed that was 
fown by the cultivator. The idea was then fuggefted of 
planting fhrubs, which could neither be injured by the heal, 
nor by the drynefs of the foil ; and under their (hade a freih 
and wholefome green fad made its appearance. This grafs, 
however, has never been able to feed more than three 
thoufand oxen at a time ; a number infufficient for the 
wants of the inhabitants, and of the navigators. This de- 
ficiency might perhaps be fupplied, by having recourfe to 
artificial meadows, which intelligent travellers believe to be'' 
pradicable in the prefent ftate of things. But this plaa 
will not be eafily purfued, unlefs the mother-country 
Ihould make a facrifico of the beft lands, which have been 
apparently referved for its fervice, although in reality they 
are only kept for the advantage or the caprices of its agents. 

The houfes that furround the harbour, fcattered, as it 
were, by the hand of chance, gave the idea rather of a 
^amp than of a town. The fortifications that furround 
them are incoiifiderable ; and the garrifon appointed to 
defend them, confifts only of five hundred foldicrs, all dif- 
fatisfied with their fituation. The colony has but few 
refrefhments, and fome oxen to give to the fhips, in ex- 
change for the’provifions and merchandize they bring from 
Europe and Afia. Accordingly, fifh is the ordinary food 
of the blacks there, and makes great part of the nouriflt- 
inent of the white men. 

Such is, according to the firideft truth, the date of St. 
Helena, where the fiiips put in on their return from India 
to England, and where, in time of war, they find a con- 
voy. The outward-bound fhips are evtn repulfed from 
thence by the winds andcurients. To avoid the incon- 
veniences attending fo long a voyage, made without Hop- 
ping, feveral of them put in at the Cape of Good Hope ; 
the reft, particularly thofe which arc deftined for the Mala- 
bar coaft, take in refrefhmcnts at the iflands of Comora. 
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JJlands of Co- These iflands, that Hem the Mozam- 
mora. bique channel, between the coail of 

« Zauguebar and Madagafcar, are four in 

number : Comora, the principal one, from which this fmall 
archipelago takes its name, is little known. The Portu- 
gucfe, who difcovercd it in the courfe of their hrft expe- 
ditions, brought the name of Europeans into fuch detcila-fc 
tion by their cruelties, that all who have fincc ventured to 
go on (hore there, have cither been iDaHacred, or very ill 
treated. It has accordingly been quite forfaken. The 
iflands of Mayoca and Moely are not more frequented, on 
account of the difficulty of approaching them, and the 
want of a fafe anchorage. The Engllfh velfels put in at 
the ifland of Joanna. 

Here it is, that, within the compafs of thirty leagues, 
nature difplays all her riches, with all her limplicity. Hills 
that are ever green, and^valleys that are always gay, every- 
where prefent a variety of delightful laudfcapes. Thirty- 
thoufand inhabitants, diftributed into feventy-three vil- 
lages, fharc its produ^'lions. They fpeak the 'Arabic lan- 
guage, and their religion is a very corrupt fcrt of moham- 
inedifm ; their moral principles are more refined than they 
ufually^are in this part of the globe. The habit they have 
contrafted of living upon milk and vegetables has giv^^^u 
them an unconquerable averiion for labour. This lazinefs 
is tlie caufc of a particular air of coufeqnence, which con- 
fills, among perfons of di{lin(5lion, in fuffering the nails to 
grow to an immoderate length. In order that this negli- 
gence may have the appearance of beauty, they tinge their 
rails with a yellowifh red, which they extradl from a llirub# 

Thefe people, born to be indolent, have loll that liberty 
which they douhtlels came hither to enjoy from a neigh- 
bouring continent, of wliich they were the original iniia- 
bitants. An Arabian trader, not quite a century ago, 
having killed a Poriuguefe gentleman at Mozambique, 
threw himfelf into a boat, which chance conduced to 
Joanna. This llranger made fuch good ufe of his fupc- 
rior abilities, and the affiftance of a few of his country- 
men, that he ac(juired an abfolute authority, which is ftill 
maintained by his grandfon. The change in the govern- 
ment did not in the leail dimlniffi the liberty and iecurity 
enjoyed by the Engliffi, who landed upon the illandt. 
They continued to put their fick on ffiore without molell- 
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ation, where the vrhblcfomenefs of the air, the excellence 
of the fruits, provifions, and water, foon rellorcd them ta 
health. They were only obliged to give a higher price 
for the provifions they wanted, for which the following 
reafons may be afiigned : 

The Arabians having been induced to frequent an ifland 
governed by an Arab, have brought the Indian manufac- 
tures into vogue ; and as the cowries, cocoa nuts, and 
other commodities they received in exchange, were not 
fufficient to defray the expence of this article of luxury, 
the iflanders have been obliged to demand money for their 
goats and poultry, which they before exchanged for glafs 
beads, and other trifles of as Iktlc value. This innovation 
has not, however, made the Englifh defert a place of rc- 
frcfhment, which has no other inconvenience than that of 
being at too great a diflance from our latitudes. 

A fimilar inconvenience did not The Ettgli/Jj leave 
prevent the Englifli company from the country trade 
extending their trade very conlider- to private adven* 
ably. The intercourfe carried on be- iurers. 
tween one port of India and another 
was too confined, and of too little confequence to engage 
their attention for any length of time. They were fium 
fafliciently enlightened to perceive that it was not for their 
interefl to continue this kind of commerce. Their agents 
undertook it, with the confent of the company, upon their 
own account ; and -all the Englifh were invited to fl.are it, 
upon condition of entering into a bond for 45,000 livrcvS 
[^1875!.^ as a fecurity for their good behaviour. 
facilitate and haften the profperlty which was one day to 
increafe their own, the compai:y encouraged theie traders, 
by taking a fhare in tliek expeditions, and by giving them 
an interefl in their own fleets, and frequently even under- 
taking to be the carriers of their merchandize at a low 
freight. This generous behaviour, refulting from a na- 
tional fpirit, and fo diametrically oppoiitc to the fpirit (.>f 
monopoly, foon gave ablivity, fhength, and credit, to the 
Englifii fettlemcnts. 

Private trade has increafed with the profperities of the 
power that fupports it, and has contributed in its turn to 
give that power more folidity. It employs at prefent 
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three confiderable capitals, and about two hundred vefTels, 
from hfty to two hundred tons burden, which have all In- 
dian failors on board. The number of them would ftill 
have been increafed, if the company had not exaded, jn 
all its factories, a tax of five per cent, on all articles of 
free trade, and one of eight and a half per cent, on all 
remittances which the agents of this traffic wifhed to make 
to the mothcr-conntry. When their neceffities did not 
compel them to remit part of thefe unreafonahle demands, 
thefe particular funds were given up to other European 
merchants, or to Englifh officers, who, not being ftridly 
dependent upon the company, could traffic for them felves 
in the voyages they undertook for them. 

Rejlraints tn ihe If individuals were opprefled by the 
company'' 5 trader mother-country, that was confined in 
its turn by the regulations of the trea- 
fury. The Ihips of the company were 
always to return into an Engliffi port ; and thofe which 
brought proliibited merchandize, to London. By a fin- 
gular regulation, unworthy of a commercial people, and 
which it has always been found neceflary to break 
through, they were allowed to fend into India no more 
than 6,750,000 livres [281,250!.] in money.-i’ They were 
obliged to export in merchandize of the country, to ten 
times the value of what they fent in fpecie. All the pro- 
du6lions of Alia that were confumed by the nation were 
to pay five-and'tweiity per cent, to the public treafury, 
and fome a great deal more. 

Although the ignorance, or the capacity *of the diffe- 
rent admiiiiftrators j the events of peace and war; the 
profperity or the misfortunes of the mother-country ; the 
greater or lefs demand for Indian manufadures in Eu- 
rope ; and the degree of competition experienced from 
other nations, — may have had confiderable influence on the 
number and utility of the company’s expeditions, yet it 
may be faid tliat their commerce has been more extenfive 
and profperous in proportion to the increafe of their capi- 
tal. At firll it coiiliftcd only of 1,620,000 livres [67,500!.] 
This trifling fund was gradually increafed by that fhare of 
the profits that was not to a dividend, and by 

the fums, more or lefs confiderable, thrown in by new 
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proprieto!*s. It had arifcn to 8,^22,547 hvres ten fols 
[346,7721. 16s. 3d.], when, in 1676, the dIre6lors 
thought it better to double it than to order an imtnenfe 
dividend, which their fiiccefs enabled them to make. This 
capital continued increafing till the two companies that 
had fo obftinately oppofed each other, threw their wealth, 
their plans, and their expcdlations, into one common ftock. 
It has fince rifen to 67,500,000 livres [2,812,500!.] 
With this capital the provifions and merchandize which 
India fiirniflies in fo great abundance were bought. Thefc 
were confumed in Great Britain, in it^ African fa61one3, 
in its colonies of the new world, and in feveral parts of 
Europe. In procefs of time tea became one of the great 
objects of this trade. 

This herb was introduced into England by the lords 
Arlington and Oflbry, who imported it from Holland in 
1666, and their ladies brought it into faOuon among 
people of their own rank. At that time it fold in Lon- 
don for near feventy. livres [2I. i8s. 4d.] a pound, though 
It coft but three or four [from 2s. 6d. to 3s. 4d.] at Bata- 
via. Notwithflanding the price was kept up with very- 
little variation, the talle for this liquor gained ground ; 
it was not, however, brought into common life till to- 
wards the year 1715, when green tea began to be drunk, 
whereas till then no fort was known but the bohea. 
Tlie fondnefs for this Afiatic plant has fince become unl- 
verfal. Perhaps the frenzy is not without its inconveni- 
ences ; but it cannot be denied that it has contributed 
more to the fobricty of the nation than the fevered laws, 
the mod eloquent harangues of Chridian orators, or the 
bed treat ifes of morality. 

In 176^, fix millions of pounds of tea weie brought 
from China by the Englifh, four millions live hundred 
thoufand by the Dutch, two millions four hundred thou- 
fand by the Swedes, the fame quantity by the Danes, and 
iwo millions one hundred thouland by the French. The 
ivholc of thefe quantities amounted to feventeen millions 
four hundred thoufand pounds. The preference given by 
mod nations to chocolate, coffee, and other liquors, joined 
to a feries of obfervations carefully purfued for feveral 
years, and the mod exa<^ calculations that can poflibly 
be made in fuch complicated cafes, inclines us to think 
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that the whole confumption throughout Europe did not 
exceed, at that ])criod, five millions four hundred thou- 
fand pounds. In tins cafe, that of Gi^t Britain mult 
have be«^n of twelve millions. 

It is univerfally allowed that there are at lead two mil- 
lions of people in the mother-country, and a million in the 
colonies, which conllantly drink tea. Each individual 
confumed about four pounds in a year ; and each pound, 
including the taxes, was fold, one with another, for fix 
livres ten fols [5s. yd.]] According to this calculation, 
the price of this commodity mud have amounted to fe- 
veaty-tvvo millions of livres [3,000,000].] ; but this was 
not cxadtly the cafe, becaufe lialf the quantity was fmug- 
gled, and therefore cod the nation much lefs; 

The war between Great Britain and North America 
has obliged the company to diminifh its imports of tea. 
But this circumdance has not affedfed their trade. The 
deficiency has been fupplied by a greater quantity of filks 
furnifhed by China and Bengal, and by the increafe they 
have given to the fales they commonly ufed to make 
of the produflions and manufadlures of Coromandel 
and Malabar. l’l)eir chief refource, however, has been 
the conqued of Bengal, an event rather of a recent date. 

Conquejl of Ben- Should it be alkcd, whether this 
afionilhing revolution, which has had fo 
fcnfible an influence both upon the fate 
of the inhabitants of this part of Afia, and upon the trade 
of the European nations in thele climates, hath been the 
confequence and refult of a feiies ol jjolitical combina- 
tions ; or whether it be one of tliofe events of wlncli pru- 
dence has a right to boad I wc lhall anfwer in the nega- 
tive. Chance alone has determined it ; and the circum- 
danccs that have opened this field of glory and power to 
the Englifli, far from prumifing them the faccej's they 
have had, feemed on the contrary to threaten them with 
the mod fatal reverfe of fortune. 

A pernicious cudom had for fome time prcv.iued in 
thefe countries. The governors of all tlic European fet- 
tlements took upon them to grant an afylum to fuch of 
the natives of the country as were afraid of oppreiuon or 
punidiment. As they received very confiderabie fams in 
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return for their protedion, they overlooked the danger to 
which the intereds of their principals were expofed by this 
proceeding. One of the chief officers of Bengal, who 
was appriled of this relotirce, took refuge among the 
Engliffi at Calcutta, to avoid^the puniffiment di:e to his 
treachery. He was taken under their protection. The 
fubah, juilly irritated, put hindelf at the head ol bis army, 
attacked the place, and took it. He threw tlie garrifon 
into a clofe dungeon, where they were fiiffocatcd in the 
fpace of twelve hours. Three-and-twenty of them only 
remained alive. Thefe wretched people offered large 
films to the keeper of their prilon, to prevail upon him to 
get tlieir deplorable fitnation reprefented to the prince. 
Their cries and lamentations were fufficicut informations 
to the people, who were touched with compaffion ; but 
no one would venture to addrefs the defpotic monarch 
upon tlie fuhjecf. The exi iring Englilli were told tliat 
he was ASLKtP ; and there was not, perhaps, a hngle per- 
fon in Bengal who thought that the tyrant’s flunibcrs 
fhould be interrupted for one moment, even to preferve 
the lives of one hundred and fifty unfortunate men. 

What then is a tyrant ? Or rather, what are a people 
nccuilomed to the yoke of tyranny ? Is it refpcT or fear 
that makes them bend under it ^ If it be fear, the tyrant; 
th€n is more formidable than God, to vvliom man a'ldrcffes 
his prayers, or his complaints, at all limes of the night, or 
at every hour of the day. If it lie refpcdl, mankind may 
tlieii be brought even to revere the authors of their mife- 
ry, a prodigy which fupeiflition aloiic could accomplilli. 
Wliich is it that afloiiilhcs us moll ; the ferocity uf the 
nabob who deeps, or the meaimcfs of liim who dares not 
awake him ! 

Admiral Watfon, who was jufl arrived in India with 
his fc[uadron, and Colonel Clive, who had fu rcmarkablv 
diltinguifhed hlmfclf in the war of the Carnatic, did not 
delay to avenge the caufe of their country. They col- 
ledled the Englifh who had been difperfed, and were dy- 
ing from place to place ; they went up the Ganges in the 
month of December 1756, retook Calcutta, made them- 
felves mailers of feveral other places, and gained a com- 
plete vid-ory over tlie fubah. 

A iiiccefs fo rapid and extendve becomes in a manner 

FoL /. R 
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inconceivable, when w^e conficler that it was only with a 
body of five hundred men that the Englilh were a(fting 
againlt the whole force of Bengal. But if their fuperior- 
ity was partly owing to their better difcipline, and to 
other evident advantages that the Eiirop^eans have in bat- 
tle over the Indian powers ; the ambition of eaftern chiefs, 
the avarice of their minifters, and the nature of a govern- 
ment which has no other fprings but thofe of the interelt 
of the moment, and fear^ w'ere of Hill more effedtual fer- 
vice to them ; they availed themrclve6 of the concurrence 
of theCe feveral ciicumllances in this firl\, as well as in 
every fuccceding, enterprlze. The fubah was deteilcd by 
all his people, as tyrants*generally arc ; the principal of- 
ficers fold their intercil to the Englifli ; he was betrayed 
at the head of his army, the greateil part of which vefufed 
to engage ; and he himfclf fell into the hands of his ene** 
mics, who caufed him to be Itrangled inprifon. 

They dirpofed of the fubalifliip in favour of Jaffier- Ally- 
Khan, the ringleader of the confpiracy, who ceded to the 
company feme provinces, wnth a grant of every privilege, 
exemption, and favour, to which they could have any pre- 
tenfion. But foon growing weary of the yoke he had 
impofed upon himlelf, he was fecrctly contriving the 
means to free himlelf trom it. H Is defigns were difeover- 
ed, and he was taken prifoner in the centre of his ov/n 
capital. 

Coflim-Ally-Khan, his fon-in-law, was proclaimed in 
Ids Head. He had purcliafed this ufurpation with im- 
incnfe fums ; but he did not enjoy it long. Impatient of 
the yoke, as his predeceHor luul been, he gave fome to- 
kens of his difjiofition, and refnfed to fubmit to the laws 
the company impofed upon him. Tlic war immediately 
broke out again. 'I’he fame Jalher-A lly-Khan, whom the 
Englilli ke[it in conhnemenL, was again proclaimed fubah 
of Bengal. They marched againlt Cufiim- Ally- Khan. 
His general ofllecrs were corrupted: he was betrayed and 
entnely defeated ; too happy, that while he loH his do- 
minions, he Hill preferved the hnmcnle -treafurcs he had 
am a He d. 

NotwItliHanding this revolution, CofTim-AlIy, did not 
forego his hopes of vengeance. Fired with refentment, 
he went, with all liis riches, to the nabob of Beaiiarce, 
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chief vizir of the mogul empire. This nabob, and all the 
iitighbi uring princes, united themfelves againft the com- 
mon enemy : but the conteft at prelent was not with a 
handful of Europeans from the coall of Coromandel, but 
with all the fo:«cs of Bengal, of which the EnglilE were 
mailers. Elated with their fuccefs, they did not wait to 
be attacked ; they marched immediately to oppofe this 
formidable league ; and they marched with that confi- 
dence which Clive infpired tliem with ; a leader, whofc 
name feemed to have become the pledge of viid;ory. Clive, 
however, would not hazard an engagement. Part of the 
campaign was fpent in negociations ; but at length the 
treafures which the Engliili had already drawn from Ben- 
gal ferved to enfiire them new concpieils. The heads of 
the Indian army were corrupted ; and, when the nabob 
of Bennares was defirous of coming to adion, he was 
obliged to iiy with his men, without ever being able to 
engage. 

By this vidory, the country of Bennares fell into 
the hands of the Englifh ; and it feemed as if nothing 
could hinder tliem from annexing that fovereignty to 
that of Bengal ; but, cither from motives of moderation 
or prudence, they were content to levy eight millions 
^33,333!. 6 ‘=. 8(hj by conti ibution : and tliey olFeied 
peace to the nabob on conditions wliich would render him 
incapable of doing tliem any injmy: but, fuch as they 
were, he moil readily agrctd to them, that he miglit re- 
gain the poheirion of In's dominions. 

In the midll of thefe calamities, CofTim-Ally-Khan ilill 
found means to preferve part of his treafures, and retired 
to the Seiks, a people iitualed in the neighbourhood of 
l')elhi, from whence he made an attempt to procure fomc 
allies, and to raife np enemies againll the Englilh. 

While thefe things were palling in Bengal, the mogul 
emperor having been driven from Delhi by the Pattans, 
w^lio had proclaimed his Ion in his room, was wandering 
from one province to another in fearch of a place of refuge 
in his own territories, and vainly requeding fuccour from 
his own vaffals. Abandoned by his fubjeits, betrayed by 
Iris allies, without fupport, and without an army, lie was 
flruck by the power of the Eiiglilh, and implored their 
prote6lion. They promifed to conduct him to Delhi, 
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and reinflate him on his throne ; but they infilled that he 
Ihould previoufly cede to tliem the abfolute fovereignty 
over Bengal. I'his celTion was made by an authentic a6t, 
and attended with all the formalities ufually pra^tifed 
throughout the mogul empire. 

The Englifh, pofTefTed of this title, which was to give a 
kind of legitimacy to their ufurpation in the eyes of the 
people, foon foi'got the promifes they had made. They 
gave the mogul to underhand, that particular circum- 
llances would not fuffer them to engage in fuch an enter- 
prize ; that they mull wait for more favourable times ; 
and they afiigned him a place of refidetice, and a revenue 
to fubfill upon. The mogul empire was then divided 
between two emperors ; one acknowledged in the feveral 
dillridls of India, wdiere the Englifli company had any 
cilablifliments and authority ; the other in the provinces 
bordering on Delhi, and in thofe parts to which the influ- 
ence of that company did not extend. 

The Englilh thus become fovereigns of Bengal, have 
thought it incumbent on them to keep up the fliadow of an- 
cient forms, in a country, where they are the greatefl, and, 
perhaps, the only power, that is likely to be fecure and 
lalling. I'hey governed the kingdom, and received the re- 
venues of it, under the name of a fubah, who, while he 
was at their difpofal, and in their pay, fctmed to give hv3 
own orders. It is from him that all tiie public a6ls and 
decrees, which had really been deliberated in the council 
of Calcutta, appeared to proceed ; io that the people, 
uotwithftanding their change of mailers, liave for a confi- 
derable time been induced to believe, that they were ftill 
under the fame yoke. 

Strange indignity, to wifli to exercife oppreflion, with- 
out appearing unjull ; to be defn ous of reaping the fruits 
of one’s rapine, and to tlirow the odium of it upon an- 
ther. Not to blufli at aAs of tyranny, aiul yet to bluHi 
at the name of tyrant. How wicked is man, and how 
much more flagitious would he hw, if he could be con- 
vinced that his crimes would remain unknown, and that 
the punifliment or ignominy of them would fall upon an 
innocent perfon ! 

The conquell of Bengal, the boundaries of which have 
fince that period been extended, as far as that heap of 
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mountains which feparate the Thibet and I'artary from 
Indodan, without makiu'r any ehential alteration in the 
external form of the Enjrlilh company, has produced a 
material change in the obje6f of it. They are no longer 
a commercial f^ciety, they are a territorial power which 
make the moll of their revenues, by the afiiftance of a 
traffic that formeily was their foie exiftence, and which, 
notwithllanding the extcnfion it has received, is no more 
than an aceeffiory in the various combinations of their pre- 
fent real grandeur. 

The arrangements intended to give Mc-a fares of the 
liability to a lituation fo prolperous, arc, Ihngl'Jh to kee^ 
perhaps, the moll reafonable that can BengaL 
be. England has at preient in India an 
ellabliihment to the amount of nine thoufand eight hun- 
dred European troops, and fifty-four thoufand fipahis, 
well paid, well armed, and well difciplined. Three thou- 
fand of thefe Europeans, and twenty-five thoufand fipahii 
are difperfed along the borders of the Ganges. 

The moll confiderable body of thefe troops lias been 
Rationed at Bennares, once the fource of Indian fcience, 
and Hill tlic moll famous academy of thefe rich countries, 
where European avarice pays no refpedl to any thing. 
ThisTituation has been chofen, becaufe it appeared favour- 
able for Hopping the progrefs of ihofc warlike people, 
who might defeend from tlie mountains of the north ; and 
in cafe of attack, tlie maintaining of a war in a foreign ter- 
ritory would be Icfs ruinous than in the countries of which 
1 he company is to receive the reveiiues. On the fouth, 
as far as it has been found practicable, they have occu- 
pied all the narrow pafles by which an entcr])rifing and ac- 
tive enemy might attempt to penetrate into tlie province. 
Oecca, wlu’ch is in tlie centre of it, has under its walls a 
confiderable force always ready to march wherever its pre- 
lence may be necefiaiy. All the nabobs and rajahs who 
are dependent on the lubahffiip of licngal, are difarmed, 
furrounded by fpies, in order to difeover their confpiracics, 
and by troops to render them ineffectual. 

In cafe of any unfortunate revolution which might 
oblige the viftorious power to change its fituation, and 
abandon its polls, the Englilh have conllruClcd a fort near 
4 R 3 



39^ inSTOUY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE Boo% HI. 

Calcutta, called Fort William, which, in times of urgent 
neceffity, would ferve as a place of refuge for the army, 
fhould they be forced to retreat, and give time to wait for 
the neceffaiy reinforcements for the recovery of their fii- 
perjority. ; 

Notwithftanding the wife precautidns taken by the 
Fnglifh, they are not, and cannot be, without apprehen- 
fions. Tlie mogul power may gain llrength, and wifh to 
refcue one of its fineil: provinces out of the hands of a 
foreign oppreffor. They have reafon to fear that the bar- 
barous nations may be again attracted by the foftnels of 
the climate. The princes now at variance may, perhaps, 
jmt an end to their contclls, and leunile in favour of their 
common hbcrlv. It is not impoHiblc but that the In- 
dians, wlio at ])refcut eonlliiute llie chief force of the vic- 
torious Englilh, nnay one day turn againll them thofe 
arms of which they have taught them the ufe. Their 
grandeur, which is but imaginary, may, perhaps, moulder 
away wiihout their being actually driven from what they 
poffefs. It is well known that the Marattas have always 
their attention fixed upon this bcautifnl country, and are 
conllantly threatening it with invafion. Unlefs the Fng- 
lifh are fLiccefsful enough, either by bribery or intrigue, 
to divert tliis dangerous llornr, Bengal will be the object 
of their pillage and rapine, whatever meafurcs may be^ 
taken to oppofc a light cavalry, tlie alertnefs of which ex- 
ceeds every thing that can be laid of it. The incurfions 
of thefe plunderers may be repeated ; and then the com- 
pany will have Icfs tribute to receive, and their expences 
will be incrcafed. 

Suppofing, however, that none of the misfortunes we 
Iiave ventured to forefee, flrould take place, is it likely 
that the revenues of Bengal, which in 1773 ^rofe to 
71,004,465 livres [2,958,519!. 7s. 6d.] but of winch 
61,379,437 livres ten fols [2,557,476!. iis. 3d.] have 
been abforbed by plunder, or the necefTar)’- expenccs, 
Ihould always continue the fame ? This is, at lead, a mat- 
ter of doubt. The Fngllfh company no longer export 
any coin, but even cany away fome for the ufe of their 
fa(!:i cries. Their agents make incredible fortunes, and the 
j)iivate merchants confidcrable ones, which they go to the 
’mother-country to enjoy. The other European nations 
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find in the trcafiires of this ruling power accommodations, 
which make it unncccilary to introduce new hulliou. Mwlf 
not all thcfe combined clrcum{lanc<-s neceffarily oecafum a 
deficiency in the finances of thoic countries, a void which 
will, fooner or l^ter, be perceived in the making up of 
the public account^ ^ 

I'liat period might inTlccd be protradted, if tlie Eng- 
lifii, refpedting the rights of lumianity, v»x're at length to 
deliver thofe countries fiotu ih-e opprefiion under which 
they have continued to groan for lo many ages. Then 
Calcutta, far from being an object ol iciror to the In- 
dians, would become a tribunal always open to the com- 
plaints of thofe unhappy lufferers whom t;'.'ianny fliould 
dare to moleli. Erojici ty would be holden lo lacred, that 
the treafure, which for fo many years has been buried, 
would be taken out of the bowels of the earth, to ferve. 
the purpofe of its dcllination. Agriculture and maiui- 
fadfures would be encouraged to fuch a degree, that the 
exports would become from day to day more confidcr- 
able ; and the company', by following fucli maxims as thcfe, 
inllcad of being driven to the necefiity of Icllening tlie 
tributes wliieh they found cdabliflied, might poflibly find 
means lo bring about an augmentation confident ith th« 
general fatlsfadlion of natives. I^^et it not be faid 
^hat fuch a plan is t himcrical. The Euglilh company it- 
felf has already proved the poffibihty of it. 

Moil of the EuropCvin nations that have acquired any 
territory in India, generally choofe for their farmers the 
natives of the country, from whom they exadl fuch con fide i- 
able fums in advance, that in order to pay them, they are 
obliged to borrow at an exorbitant iutereft. The dilirds 
which thefe greedy fanners voluntarily bring cn thcin- 
ielves, obliges them lo exadl ol the inhabitants, to whom 
they let fornc parcels of the land below I heir value, fo 
confiderable a rent, tliat lliefe unfortunate jicifons quit 
their villages, and abandon them forever. The contradt- 
or, ruined by this incident, which renders him infolvent, 
is dilmiffed to make room for a fucccllor, who commonly 
meets with the fame fate ; fo that It vny frequently hap- 
pens, that nothing but the firll fum depofited, or very lit- 
tle moce, is ever received. 

Different meafurcs have been purfued in the Engliflt 
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colonics on the coail of Coromandel. It was obferved 
that the villages had been formed by feveral families, who, 
for the moll part, were connefted with each other ; this 
jUS been the rcafon why the ciiftom of employing far- 
mers has been abolifned. Every land waf taxed at a cer- 
tain auniud rent, and the head ol the himily was fecurity 
for his relations and conne(Tio:.5. I'his method united 
the colonills one with another, and created in them a dif- 
pofition, as well as the power, of afto.dlng each other a 
reei])rocal luj'tport. This has occafioned the fettlemcnts. 
of that nation to rife to the utmofl degree of profperity 
tliey were capable of attaining ; wdille thofc of her rivals 
were languilhing for want of cultivation and manufadlures, 
and conlequently of population. 

Why mult a mode of condufl, which does fo much 
honour to rcafon and liumani'ty, be confined to the fmall 
territory of Madras? Can it be true that moderation is a 
virtue that belongs only to a date of mediocrity ? The 
Englilh company, till thefe latter times, had always holden 
a condudl luperior to that of the other companies. Their 
agents, their fattois, were well chofen. The moil part 
of them were young men of good families, who wTre not 
afraid, when tlie lervice of their country called upon 
them, to ciois thofe inimenfe feas which England confi- 
ders as a part of her empire. The company liad gene- 
laily cukcFi tliCr commerce in a groat point of view, and 
had clmoi'l always cujiied it on like an affociation of true 
polit. Clans as v.ell as a body ol merchants. Upon the 
v\hulc, their j'lantci s, mercliants, and foldiers, had pre- 
icr\cd ii'iore lioiiclly, more regulariiy, and more firmncfs, 
llian th'.de of tac orher nations. 

Opprr/Jtons of Who would ever have imagined that 

Jinghpn hi B:n- this lanw conupany, by a fudden al- 
tcration oi condiifl, and change of fyf- 
lem, could poiiii)ly make the people of 
Tengal regret the delpotian of iheir ancient mailers I That 
fatrd revolution has been Imt too ludden and too real. A 
fettled plan of tyranny has taken the place of authority 
occahonally excited. The cxaiftions are become general 
and fixed, the opprefiion continual and abfolute.. The 
dellriKHive arts c.'f monopolies have been improved, and 
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new ones have been invented. In a word, the company 
have tainted and corrnpted the public fourccs of confix 
dcnce and ha])pinefs. 

Under the government of the mogul emperors, tlie fu- 
bah^, who liad fiie^'arc of the revenues, were, from the 
nature of the bulincfa>.Qbhged to leave the receipt of them 
to nabobs, polygars, ant^T^nicl^s, who were a fort of fu- 
perior fecurity for other Indians, and thefe dill for others; 
fo that the produce of the lands paffed on, and was partly 
funk arnidil a multitude of intermediate hands, before it 
came into the coifers of the fubah, who, on his part, de- 
livtred but a very fmall portion t)f it to the emperor. 
This adniiniilration, faulty iti many refpedis, had in it one 
favourable circumdance dn* the people, that the farmers 
never being changed, the rent of the farins remained al- 
ways the fame ; bccaufe the lead incrcafe, as it didurbed 
tile whole chain of advantage which ever)' one received in 
his turn, would infallibly have oceafumed a revolt : a ter- 
rible rcfource, but the only one left in favour of humani- 
ty, in countries groaning under the opprcfiions of defpo- 
tic rulers. 

It is probable that in the midd of thefe regulations there 
were many aUs of injudice and partial opprelfions. But, 

lead, as the aireflmcnt of the public monies was made 
at a fixed and model are rate, emulation was not wliolly 
t xcinguilhed. d’hc cultivators of the land being furc of 
laying up the produce of tlieir harvell, after paying with 
exadnefs the rate of their farm, feeonded the natural fer- 
tility of the foil by their labour ; the weavers, mailers of 
the price of their works, being at liberty to make clioice 
of the buyer who bell fuited them, exerted themfclvcs in 
extending and improving their mamifacdurcs. the 

one and the other, having no anxiety witli regard to their 
fubfidence, yielded with latisfaclion to tlie mod delight- 
ful inclinations of nature, or the prevailing propenlity of 
tliefe climates ; and beheld, in the incrcafe of their family, 
one method of augmenting their riclres. Such are evi- 
dently the reafons why indudry, agriculture, and popula- 
tion, have been carried to fueh a height in the province 
of Bengal. It fliould feem that they might dill be car- 
ried further under the government of a free people, friends 
to humanity ; but the third of gold, the mod tormenting,, 
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the moil cruel of all paffions, has given rife to a pernici- 
ous and dellruflive adminlftration. 

The Englifh, become fovereigns of Bengal, not content 
with receiving tlie revenues on the fame footing as the 
ancient fubahs, have been defirous at oncri to augment the 
produce of the farms, and to approprj:ite to themfelves the 
benefit of them. To accomphni both thefe objedls, they 
are become the farmers to their own fubah, that is, to a 
flave on whom they have jail conferred tliat empty title, 
the more fcciircly to impofe upon the people. Tlie con- 
fequence of this new plan has been to pillage the farmers, 
in order to fubllitute in their room the company’s agents. 
They have alfo monopolized the fale of filt, tobacco, and 
betel, articles of immediate neceflity in thofe countries, 
but tiiey have done this under the name, and apparently 
on account of, the fubah. They have gone ftill further, 
and have obliged the very fame fubah to eflabliHi in their 
favour an exclufive privilege for the fale of cotton brought 
from any other province, in order to raife it to-an exorbi- 
tant price. They have augmented the cuiloms, and l\ave 
at length caufed an edi^l to be piibliilicd, which forbids 
every European, except the Englilh, from trading in the 
interior parts of Bengal. 

WTen we refletl on this cruel prohibition, it feems as 
if it had been contrived only to deprive of every power of 
mlfchief tliat unfortimale country, wliofe profperlty, for 
their own intciell, ought, to he the only objeeft of tlie 
Englifli company. Bchdes, it is eafy to fee that the per- 
lonal avarice of the members of the council at Calcutta 
lias di(^fated that lhameful law. Their defign was to en- 
iure themfelves the pioducc of all the manufadurcs, in 
order to compel the merchants of otjier nations, who 
chofc to trade from one part of India to another, to pur- 
chafe thefe articles of them at an exorbitant price, or to 
^enounce tlieir undertakings. 

But Hill, in the mldlt of this overbearing condin^, fo 
coiitraiy to the advantage of their conflituents, thefe 
treacherous agents have attempted to difguife themfelves 
\inder the malk of zeal. They have pretended, that as 
they were under the iiecellity of exporting to England a 
<^uantity of merchajidize proportioned to the extent of 
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her commerce, the competition ofpnvate traders was pre- 
judicial to the piirchafes of the company. 

Under the fame pretence, and in order to extend this 
cxcluiion to the foreign fettlements, while they appear to 
refpeft their rights, they have of late years ordered more 
merchandize t]tan\iten«^l could furnilh. At the fame 
time the weavers have be^TTfuiblddcn to work for other 
nations until the Englilh companyhs orders were com- 
pleted. Tlius the workmen,, not being any longer at li- 
berty to choofe among the feveral piirchafers, have been 
forced to deliver the fruits of their labour at any price 
they could get for them. 

Let us conlider too in what coin thefe workmen have 
been paid. Here reafon is confounded ; and we art at a 
lofs for exenfes or pretexts. The Englilh, coiicjueroi s of 
Bengal, poflefTors of the immenfe tieafurcs which the 
fruitfulnefs of the foil, and the indullry of the inliabit- 
ants, bad colledled, have debafed tlicmfelves lo far as to 
alter the value of the fpecie. They have fet the example 
of this meannefs, unknown to the defpotic rulers of Alia ; 
and it is by this difgraceful adf that they have announced 
to the natives their fovereignty over them. An opera- 
tion, indeed, fo contrary to the principles of trade and 
j:)ublic faith, could not fubfill for any length of time. 
The company tlicmfelves found the pernicious effetfts of 
it, and were rcfolved to call in all the bafe coin, in order 
to replace it with other money, cxadlly the fame as that 
w'bich was always current in thofe countries. But let us 
attend to the manner in which lo mecefTary an alterallun 
was conducted. 

Tliey had flruck in gold rupees to the amount of 
about fifteen millions [625,000!.] nominal value, but which 
reprefented, in fa6l, but nine millions [375 jOOo 1.] fur 
four-tenths, orfomething more, w'as alloy. All who were 
found to pofi'efs tliefc gold rupees of falie alloy, were en- 
joined to bring them into the treafury at Calcutta, where 
they lliould be reimburfed for them in filver rupees ; but 
inllead of ten rupees and a half of filver, which each gold 
rupee ought to be worth according to its rate, they gave 
them but fix ; fo that the amount of the alloy became the 
clear lofs of the creditor. 

An opprefiion fo general mull necelfarily be attended 

R 6 
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with violence ; and confequently it has been necefiary fe- 
veral times to have reconrfe to force of arms to carry into 
execution the orders of the council at Calcutta. Thefe 
forces have not been employed againfl; the Indians alone ; 
tumults have alio broken out, and military preparations 
been made on all Tides, even in the of peace. The 
Europeans have been expof*-^-- co ngnal adls of hoftility, 
and particularly the Frencn, who, notvvithllanding their 
being fo reduced and fo weak, have ilill excited the jea- 
loufy of their former rivals. 

If to this pidlure of public opprefTions, we were to add 
that of private extortions, we Ihould find the agents of 
the company, almoll eveiy where, exacting their tribute 
with extreme I'igonr, and railing contributions with the 
iitmoll cruelty. Wc fliould fee them carrying a kind of 
inquilitlon into every family, and fitting in judgment upon 
every fortune ; robbing indifcriminately the artifan and 
the labourer, imputing it often to a man as a crime that 
lie is not fulHciently rich, and punifliing him accordingly. 
We fliould view them felling their favour and their credit, 
as well to opprefs the innocent, as to fereen the guilty. 
We fhould find, in conrcquencc of thefe irregularities, 
defpair feizing every lieart, and an univerfal dejeClion get* 
ting the better of evciy mind, and uniting to put a flop 
to the progrefs and aftivity of commerce, agriculture, and 
population. 

It will be thought, without doubt, after thefe details, 
it was iinpolTiblc that Bengal fliould have frclh evils to 
dread. But, however,, as if the elements, in league with 
mankind, had intended to bring all at once upon the fame 
people every calamity that by turns lays wade the uni- 
verfe, a drought, of which there never iiad been an in- 
flance In thole climates, came upon them, an«l prepared 
tlie way for a molt dreadful famine in a country of all the 
mod fertile. 

In Bengal there are two harveds ; one in April, the 
other in Odfober. The firft, called the little harved, 
confids of the fmaller grain : the fecond, dyled the grand 
harved, is fmgly of rice. The rains, which commence 
regularly in the month of Augud, and end in the middle 
of Odlober, are the occafion of tliefc different produc- 
tions 3 and it was by a drought, wliich happened in 1769, 
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at the feafon when the rains are expelled, that there was 
a failure in the great harveft of 1769, and the lefs harveil 
of 1770. It is true, that the rice on the higher grounds 
did not fiiffeV greatly by this diflurbance of the feafons, 
but their was fB* ^om a fufficient quantity for the noii- 
rifliment of all th?S«*k^bitot3 of the country ; add to 
which, the Engliili, who \W:!T% engaged beforehand to 
take proper care of their fubfiftence, as well as of that of 
the fipahis belonging to them, did not fail to keep locked 
up in their magazine a part of this harved, though it was 
already infufficient. 

They have been accufed of having made a very bad 
ufe of that neceffary forefight, in order to carry on the 
moil odious and the moil criminal of all monopolies. It 
may be true that fuch a horrid method of acquiring riches 
may have tempted fome individuals ; but that the chief 
agents of the company, that the council of Calcutta 
could have adopted and ordered fuch a deilru6livc feheme ; 
that to gain a few millions of rupees, the council iliould 
cooly have devoted to deilruftion feveral millions of 
their fellow- creatures, and by the moil cruel means; this 
is a circumllance we never can give credit to. We even 
venture to pronounce it impoifible ; bccaufc fuch wicked- 
jp.efs could never enter at once into the minds and hearts 
of a fet of men, whofc bulinefs it is to deliberate and adl 
for the good of others. 

This calamity, however, was fc'on felt throughout the 
extent of Bengal. Rice, which was commonly fold at 
one fol [fd.] for three pounds increafed gradually till it 
came fo high as to be fold at four fols [2d.] per pound, 
and it has even rifeii to live or iix fols [about 3d,] nei- 
ther indeed was there any to he found, except in fuch 
places where the Europeans had taken care to collecl it 
for tlieir own ufe. 

I'he unhappy Indians were every day perifhing by thou- 
fands in this famine, without any means of help and with- 
out any rcfource, not being able to procure themfclves 
the lead nourifliment. They were to be feen in their vil- 
lages, along the public ways, in the midft of our Euro- 
pean colonies, pale, meagre, fainting, emaciated, con- 
fumed by famine ; fome flretched on the ground in expec- 
tation of dying, others fcarce able to drag themfelves on 
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to feek for any food, and throwing themfelvcs at the 'feet 
of the Europeans, entreating them to take them in as 
their Haves. 

To this defeription, which makes humanity flmdder, let 
us add other objefts equally (hocking ;alct imagination en- 
large upon them, if poffible ; let -Ji^.-'tftLprefent to ourfelves 
infants deferted, fome ex{'.i'.'if7g on the breads of their mo- 
thers ; everywhere the dying and the dead mingled toge- 
ther ; on all Tides the groans of forrow, and the tears of 
defpair ; and we fliall then have fome faint idea of the hor- 
rible fpedlacle Bengal prefented for the fpace of fix 
weeks. 

During this whole time the Ganges was covered with 
carcafes ; the fields and highways were choked up with 
them ; infe(flious vapours filled the air, and difeafes mul- 
tiplied ; and one evil fucceeding another, it was likely to 
happen, that the plague might have carried off the re- 
mainder of the inhabitants of that unfortunate kingdom. 
It appears, by calculations pretty generally acknowledged, 
that the famine carried off a fourth part j that is to fay, 
about three millions. 

But it is Hill more remarkable, and ferves to cbara6ler* 
izc the gentlenefs, or rather the indolence, as well moral 
as natural, of the natives, that amidll this terrible dif- 
trefs, fuch a multitude of human creatures, prefltd by the 
moll urgent of all necelTities, remained in an abfolute in- 
a6livity, and made no attempts whatever for their felf- 
prefervation. All the Europeans, cfpccially the Englifh, 
were poffelfcd of magazines. Thefe were even refpeiled, 
as well as private hejufes ; no revolt, no maffacre, nor the 
leall violence prevailed. The unhappy liKlians, refigned 
to cleipair, confined themfelvcs to the requell of fuccour 
they did not obtain, and peaceably waited the relief of 
death. 

Ihet us now reprefent to ourfelves any part of Europe 
afflided by a fimilar calamity. What diforder ! w’hat 
fury ! vvhdt atrocious adls ! what ciimcs would enfue ! 
How Ihoiild vve have ieen among us Europeans, fome con- 
tending for their food wu’th their dagger in hand, fome 
puiTuing, fome fl)ing, and, without remorfe, maffacring 
one another ! How ihould we have feen men at lall turn 
their lage on themfelvcs, tearing and devouring their own 
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/limbs, and in the blindnefs of defpair, trampling under 
foot all authority, as well as every fentiment of nature 
and rcafon I 

Had it beenahe fate of the Englifh to have had the 
like events to on th^ part of the people of Bengal, 

perhaps the famin^s;^4ij^ld have been lefs general and leis 
dellrudlive. For, fettin^^?rtiitf, as perhaps we ought, 
every charge of monopoly, no one will undertake to de- 
fend them againft the reproach of negligence and inrenli- 
bility. And in what crilis have they merited that re- 
proach ? In the very inftant of time when the life or 
death of feveral millions of their fellow-creatures was in 
their power. One would think, that, in fuch an alterna- 
tive, the very love of human kind, tliat fentiment innate 
in all hearts, miglit have infpircd them with refources. 
Might not the poor wretches, expiring before the eyes of 
the Europeans, with reafon have cried out, “ is it then 
“ but for our ruin that you arc fertile in expedients for 
your own prefervation I The immenfe treafures which a 
“ long fucceffion of ages had accumulated in this country, 
you have made your own fpoils ; you have tranfported 
them into your own country ; you have levied your con- 
tributions on us; you have got your agents to receive 
“ them for you ; you are mailers of our interior com- 
merce ; you are the foie managers of all our exported 
merchandize ; your numerous veflels, laden with the 
“ produce of our indullry and our foil, pour riches into 
“ your factories, and into your colonies. All thefe things 
y(Hi regulate, and you carry on folely for your own ad- 
“ vantage. But what have you done lor our preferva- 
“ lion ? What Heps have you taken to remove from us 
“ the fcourge that threatened us? Dcpilved of all autho- 
“ rity, llripped of our property, weighed down by the ter- 
rible hand of power, we can only lift our hands to you 
‘‘ to implore your afTiltance. Ye have heard oiir groans ; 
“ ye have feen famine making very quick advances upon 
“ us ; and theu ye attended to your own prefervation. 
“Ye have hoarded up the fmall quantity of provifions 
“ which efcaped the peftilcnce ; ye have lilled yonr gra- 
naries with them, and diftributed them among your fol- 
diers. But us, the fad dupes of your avarice, wretches 
in every refped, as Well by your tyranny as by your in- 
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difFerence, ye treat us like /laves, while ye fuppofe we 
“ have any riches ; but, when it appears we are but a fet 
of beings full of wants, then you no longer regard us 
even as human creatures. Of what fer-vice is it to us 
that you have the managemejit of ou/i' public forces en- 
“ tirely in your hands ? Where laws and the mo- 

rals of wliich ye are fo pro'/lJT f Wliat then is that go- 
‘‘ vcrnment whofe wifdom you fo much boail of ? Have 
“ ye put a Hop to the prodigious exports made by your 
“ private traders ? Have ye changed the deilination of 
“ your Ihips ? Have they traverfed the neighbouring 
“ feas in fcarch of the means of fubfiilence for us ? Have 
“ ye requeued it of the adjacent countries ? Ah ! why 
‘‘ has Providence fuffered you to break the chain which 
“ attached us to our ancient fovereigns ? I^cfs grafplng, 
“ and more humane than ye are, they would have invited 
“ plenty from all parts of Afia ; they would have opened 
every communication ; they would have lavifhed their 
treafures, and have thought they did but enrich them- 
** felves v^hile they preferved their fubjerts.’^ 

TTiis lad refledion, at lead, was calculated to make an 
impreflion on the EngliOi, fuppoling even that every fen- 
timent of humanity was extinguilhed in their hearts by 
the elTe6ls of depravity. Idie barrennefs had been an- 
nounced by a drought ; and it is not to be doubted, that 
if, indead of having folcly a regard to themfelves, and re- 
maining in an entire negligence of every thing elfe, they 
had from the fird taken every precaution in their power, 
they might have accomplidied the prefervation of many 
lives that were lod. 

It mud be allowed, that the corruption to which the 
Englifh gave themfelves up from the fird beginning of 
their power, the oppreflion which fucceeded it, the abufes 
every day multiplying, the entire lofs of all principle ; all 
thefe circumdaiices together forma contrad totally incon- 
fident with their pad condudl in India, and the real con- 
dicution of their government in Europe. But this fort 
of problem in morals will be eafily folved, upon confidcr- 
ing with attention tlie natural tffedf of circumdances and 
events. 

Being now become abfolute rulers in an empire where 
they were but traders, it was very difficult for the Eug-' 
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lifh not to make a bad ufe of their power. At a diftancc 
from their country, men are no longer reftraincd hy the 
fear of bluHiing before their countrymen. In a hot cli- 
mate, where Thii^body lofcs its vigour, the mind muft lofe 
fome of its fti^igth. In a country where nature and 
cuilom lead to indu7^:^.0.'“,, men are apt to be feduced. In 
regions where they com^^d>*the purpofe of enriching 
themfelvcs, they eafily forget to be juft. 

Perhaps, however, in a fituation fo dangerous, the Eng- 
lifh would at lead have preferved fome appearance of mo- 
deration and virtue, had they been checked by tlie re- 
ftraint of the laws : but there were none to direA or to 
bind them. The regulations made by the company, for 
the carrying on of their commerce, were not applicable 
to this new arrangement of affairs ; and the Englifh govern- 
ment, confidering the conqueft of Bengal but as a help 
towards increafing numerically the revenue of Great Bri- 
tain, gave up to the company, for 9,000,000 of livres 
[375,000!.] per annum, the deftiny of twelve millions of 
people. 

Thefe unfortunate vi(flims of infatiate cupidity were op- 
prefled with all the fcourges that tyranny could colledt ; 
and the company, which ordered or connived at all thefe 
j^rimes, was not the lefs threatened with total ruin. This 
would have been completed, if, in 1773, authority had 
not ftepped in to their afliftance, and enabled them to ful- 
fil the raih engagements they had entered into ; but the 
parliament ordered that all tlie details of this corrupt 
adininiftration ihould be fiibmitted to its infpcdlion ; that 
the numerous t^-auds and violences which had been 
committed ihould be publicly unmaikeci ; and that the 
rights of a whole people fliiould be weighed in the fcale of 
liberty and jullice. 

Yes, augull legiflators, ye will fulfil our expedntions ; 
ye will reftore mankind their rights ; ye will put a curb 
on avarice, and break the yoke of tyranny. Tlie immo- 
veable authority of law ihall be fubilitutcd in all parts to 
an adininiftration merely arbitrary, At fight of thia 
authority, monopoly, that tyrant over induilry, will for 
ever difappear. ddie fetters which private intereft has ri- 
vetted upon commerce ye will ftrike off in favour of ge- 
neral advantage. 
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You will not confine yourfelves to this momentary re- 
formation. You will carry your views into futurity ; you 
will calculate the influence of climate, the danger of cir- 
cumflances, the contagion of example ; to prevent 

their efFe£l:s, you will leleft perfons whliocit connexions, 
without paflions, to vific thefe countries ; iUuing 

from the bofom of yoiir^^jj^-riopolis,. they are to pafs 
through thefe provinces, in order to hear complaints, rec- 
tify abufes, redrefs injuries ; in a word, to maintain and 
reunite the ties of order throughout the country. 

By the execution of this falutary plan, you will, with- 
out doubt, have done much towards tlie happinefs of tliefc 
people, but not enough h'r your own honour. One preju- 
dice you have flill to conquer, and that viXory is worthy of 
yourfelves. Make your new fiibjcXs enjoy the fvveets of 
property. Portion out to them the fields on which they 
were born : they will learn to cultivate them for theni- 
felvcs. Attached to you by thefe favours, more than 
ever they were by fear, they will pay with joy the tribute 
you impofe with moderation. They will inllruX their 
children to adore and admire your government ; and fuc- 
ceflive generations will tranfmit, with their inheritance, 
the fentiments of their happinefs mixed with that of their 
gratitude. 

Then fiiall the friends of mankind applaud your fuccef^ j 
they will indulge the hope of feeing properity once more 
revive in a country embellilhcd by nature, and no longer 
ravaged by defpotifm. It will be pleafing to them to 
think that the calamaties which affliXed thofe fertile 
countries are forever removed trorn tlicm. They will 
pardon in you thofe ufurpations which have been oiily h t 
on foot for the fake of defpoiling tyrants ; and they will 
invite you to new conqiiells, when they fee the infuenee 
of your fubliine conditution extending ilfelt even to tlie 
very extremities of Aha, to give birth to liberty, property, 
and happinefs. 

Meafures taken Let us now inquire whether tliefc 
by the govern- hopes, founded upon, the high opinion 
ment and compa- w’hich the Britifh legiHature mud neeef- 
ny to put an end farily infpire us with, were realized. 
to depredations, Fird, to prevent an inevitable bankrupt- 
cy, the effeXs of which would have been 
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fpread to a great diHance, the government permitted th*^ 
company to boi^ow 31,500,000 livies [1,312,500!.] at 
an intereft of fol^i^ per cent. This fum has been fuccefhvcly 
reimburfed, ar»J,^e lad payment made in the month of 
December 

The parliament aN^r\\;ards rcleafed the company from 
the annual tribute of of livres [375,000!.] 

which tliey paid to the treafury fincc 1769. 'I'he period 
for the renewal ol this contribution was not yet fettled. 
It was only refolved, that the proprietors (lioiild not re- 
ceive a dividend of more than eight per cent, without fliar- 
ing the overplus with the government. 

The fate of the proprietors alfo engaged the attention 
of government. The trade of India was ill uiulerflood, 
and condu6Ied upon very uncertain principles in the lad 
century, the confequcnce of this was, that, in fome in- 
flances, enormous profits were made, and in others confi- 
derable Ioffes incurred. The dividends received by the 
proprietors were regulated by tlicfe flu6luations. In pro- 
cefs of time thefe differences decreafed, but the dividends 
were never equal. In 1708, they were no more than five 
per cent. ; in 1709, they arofe to eight, and 1710, to nine. 
For el<?ven years fubfequent to this they remained at ten, 
and were at eight only from 1721 to 1731. From that 
^riod to 1743, they did not exceed feven per cent. 
From 1743 to 1756, they rofe to eight, but fell to fix 
from 1756 to I 766. In 1767, they role to ten, and were 
increafed fucceffively, by two per cent, inorc, tlic following 
years. In 1771, they were carried as far as twelve and a 
half ; but, eighteen months afterwards tlie parliament 
reduced them to fix, till the payment of 3i,5co>oco 
livres [ 1 ,3 I 2,500!.] was completed. The company hav- 
ing fulfilled tills engagement, railed their dividend to 
feven and afterwards to eight, when they had paid off 
the half of their debt, known under the name of bills 
of contradl, and which amounted to 67,500,000 livres 
[2,812,500!.] 

Since the origin of the company, the proprietors have 
always cliofen annually twenty-four perfons from among 
them, to condudl their affairs. Although thefe dirtdiors 
maybe chofen three times fucceffively, and although thofe 
who are moft in repute frequently fucceed in obtain* 
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jng this advantage, yet they were too much dependent 
upon their conftituents to form any connc(;:ted plans, or 
to adopt any refolute meafures. d'he parliament ordered, 
that, for the future, every dire(ftor fhoulc} is^main for four 
years, and that the fourth part of the,‘*lu«Jvldon fhould be 
renewed every year. 

The confufion that prpw^^^tT^n the deliberations fiig- 
gefted the idea of another regulation. Hitherto the pub- 
lic meetings had been tumultuous, becaufe every proprie- 
tor of 11,250 livres [468I. i<;s.] had a right to vote. It 
was refolved, that for the future, this right fhould only be 
granted to thofe who had double that fum. They were 
even compelled to affirm upon oath that they were 
really proprietors of this capital, and had been fo for a 
whole year. 

It is faid that government had further views. They in- 
tended to reduce the number of dire(fIors to fifteen, to in- 
creafe their appointments from 22,500 livres [937I. JOS.] 
to 45,000 livres [1875I.] and to liberate them from the 
controul of the proprictois. If this plan, which was to 
give fo much influence to minillers had been really foi'm- 
ed, fome unforefeen crrcumllances muil have prevented it 
from being carried into execution. 

Independent of the changes ordered by parliament, 
the company itfelf made an arrangment of cvideni 
utility. 

This great affociation, from their firfl; origin, were am- 
bitious of having a navy. It was annihilated when they 
renewed their comnwree, in the time of the prole6for. 
As they were then eager to enjoy the benefit of this trade, 
they refolved to make ide of the (hips of private perfuns ; 
and the plan they adopted at firfl from neceffity, they per- 
fevered in afterwards from motives of economy. Mer- 
chants ufed to freight fhips for them, completely ccjulp- 
])ed and vidlualled, to convey to India, and to bring back 
from thence the number of tons agreed upon. The time 
they were to lenaiin at the place of their deliination w”as 
always fixed. Thofe which could not be fupplied with 
cargoes were ufually taken by fome free merchant, who 
readil) engaged to indemnify the owners. They were to 
be difpatched the firll in the enfuing feafon, in order that 
their rigging might not be too much worn. In cafes ?>f 
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neccffity, the company ufed to furnifli them with rigging 
from their own Itores ; but they were paid for them at a 
flipulated price of fifty percent, profit. 

The (hips ^p loyed in this navigation carried from fix 
to eight company, at their departure, 

only took the roorrS^hcy wanted for their iron, lead, cop- 
per, woollen llufis, ana'j!.':4:^kira wines, the only merchan- 
dize they fent to India. Tli? •proprietors might fill up 
the remaining Ipace in the fiiip with the provifions necef- 
fary for fo long a voyage, and with all the articles which 
the company they ferved did not make objects of their 
trade. At their return, they had alfo the right of difpof- 
ing of the fpace of thirty tons, which, by their contrail, 
they had refcrved. They were even authorifed to fill up 
this fpace with the fame goods that were received by the 
company, btft upon condition that they fiiould pay thirty 
per cent, on the value of them. 

In 1773, this tax was reduced to the half, in hopes 
that this favour would induce the owners and their agents 
to fulfil their engagements w'ith more exailnefs, and that 
it would put a Hop to fraudulent imports. This new 
arrangement not having had tlic eft'cct that was expedled 
from it, the company at length took the refolutign to ap- 
propriate to their own ufe all the fpace of thefe fhips. 
^-^nce this refolution, they import the fame quantity of 
merchandize on a fmaller number of veffels, by which tliey 
make an annual faving of 2,250,000 livres [93>75ol.] In 
1777, they fent out only forty-live fhips, coniifiing of 
thirty-three thoufand one hundred and fixty-one tons, and 
the crews of which amounted to four thoufand live hun- 
dred men. 

The furgeon of each veffel, on its retinn from India, re- 
ceives, befides his appointments, a gratuity of four and 
twenty livres [ih] for each man he brings back to Eu- 
rope. It has been thought, with reafon, that this fur- 
geon, when better rewarded, would take more care of 
thole that w’ere intruded to him, and that the life of 
a man was worth more than a guinea. If the fame cuf- 
tom has not been adopted elfewhere, it is either becaiifc 
they have a higher opinion of the furgeon, or a lels value 
for man. 

The reforaiation introduced in Euro])e in the manage- 
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ment of the company was wife and necefTary ; but it* 
was chiefly in the Indies that humanity, juilice, and po- 
licy, W'cre fubverted. Thefe dreadful truths not efcape 
the notice of government ; and we fhalL-now fee what 
means were fuggclled to them for tlie;dV«rvAat'l:fhmcnt of 
order. ^ ^ ' 

The boldcfl or mod members of the admi- 

niftration advanced, that the Icgiflative body ought to de- 
cide, that the territorial acquifitions made in Afia did 
not belong to the company, but to the nation, which 
would immediately take pofiefiion of them. This fyf- 
tem, upon whatever grounds of reafoning it might have 
been fupported, would certainly have been rejedted. The 
moll enlightened among the citizens would have feen 
that this arrangement would have given too much influ- 
ence to the crown ; it would have alarmed even thofc venal 
minds which had hitherto been moll partial to regal au- 
thority. 

The parliament then thouglit proper to confine itfclf to 
the ellabliflimcnt of a fupreme couneil in Beng.d, compof- 
ed of live members, whofc places, when they became va- 
cated, were to filled up by the company, but with the ap^ 
probation of the king. The abfolute diredtion of all the 
provinces conquered in thojcouutry was conferred on this 
council, whole jurirdi(^dion extends alfo over all the othei 
parts of India in which the Englifh have poircflions. Per- 
fons who are in power there cannot make cither war or 
peace, or enter into any treaty with the princes of the 
country, without the confent of this council. It is to obey 
all the orders Tent from the directors, who in their turn arc 
obliged to impart to the mlnillry all the intelligcneo tlicy 
receive. Although the operations of coinnierce.be not. 
immediately under the infpeclioii of this council, yet it has 
in reality the decifion ot them ; becauCe, having the foie 
difpofal of the public revenues, it can grant or refufe ad- 
vances at pleafure. 

After having placed the banks of the Ganges under a 
more tolerable form of government, it became neccflliry to 
attend to the punilhment, and even the prevention, of the 
enormities with which this rich part of Alia was more and 
more fullied. It was agreed, that, in all the other fet de- 
ments, civil and criminal j iillice fliould continue to be render- 
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cd by the principal fervants of the company : but the 
parliament created for Bengal a tribunal, compofed of 
four .magiflrates, who were appointed by the crown, 
and whole decrees could not be reverfed, except by the 
king in his j^ivy council, Thefe judges, as well as the 
member8j#^iE5^l^^reme council, are not allowed to have 
any concern in trao^. To indemnify them for this prohi^ 
bition, the incomes aiiig.;;a(^tjiem have been too confidcr- 
able, at lead in the opinion 01^ the propiietors, who are 
obliged to pay them, without having cither regulated or 
confented to them. 

Another very great abufe had been introduced into In- 
dia ; and this was the raifing of fortifications in all parts 
without necefiity, fometimes even without any apparent 
utility. It was the cupidity of the company’s agents alone 
which determined thefe conftru£lioJis. They had cod 
upwards of 100,000,000 of livres [4,166,666!. 13s. 4d.] 
in very few years. The dIre<flion put a dop to this dread- 
ful evil, by wifely regulating the fum to be employed in fu- 
ture in this fort of defence. 

The fpirit of order extended itfelf to the management 
of the public revenues, to the pay of the troops, to the 
military’part of the navy, to the operations of commerce, 
and to the objeds of adminillration. 

Tl'.e great mogul had taken refuge in Bengal, and 
:i penfion had been adigned to liim of 6,240,000 livres 
[260,000!.] for his fubfillcnce. ilc was icplaced upc n 
the throne by the Maraltas ; and the Englilh were reliev- 
ed from a kind of tribute which they did nol fubniit to 
witlumL impatience, fincc they WLre noiongcr in need of this 
feeble lupport. Chance was not io lavouiable to them in 
their lciiem(.s of llrippiug the iubuh iiis counrry ; and 
yet they reduced to 7,6^0,000 livres [320,000!.] the re* 
venue of 12,720,000 livres [5;30,oool.] which/ by the 
treaty 1765, they were obliged to pay him. In 1771, his 
fucceffor waseven redrainecl to3,840,ooclivrcs [i6o,oool.] 
upon pretence that he was a minor. He may expeH to 
have his revenue dill more curtailed, becaufc his name is 
now never made ufc of, which, till the year 1772, was 
inferted in all adls of fovereignty. 

It w'as impoffible that all thclc reformations fhould not 
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fillup the precipice which prefumption, negle6l, fa^lions, 
plunder, and extravagances of ail kinds, had digged for the 
company. We (hall judge how much their fituation has 
been improved. 

Prefent fituation On the 31ft of l*a774> this 

the company, body, the appa reiitj 7 rorperity of which 
• aftonifhe^,,,thr<'!^f^ univerfe, had not 

more than 255,240,742 livresten fols[io,635,03il.8s. 9d.] 
Their debts amounted to 250,847,842 livres ten fols 
[10,451,9931. Hs. 9d.] the balance in their favour, there- 
fore, was only 4,392,900 livres [183,037!. los.] 

On the 3 ill of January 1776, their capital ^mounted to 
256,518,067 livres ten fols [10,688,252!. i6s. 3d.] and 
their debts to 195,248,655!. livres [8,135,356!. 9s. 2d.] 
Their treafure was confequently increafed in two years by 
56,876,512 livres ten fols [2,369,854!. 13s. 9d.] 

Tliey have fince paid off 1 1,506,680 livres [479,445!.] 
which remained due of the loan of 31,500,000 livres 
[1,312,500!.] They have taken up 11,250,000 livres 
[468,750!.] in bills of contrad. They have difeharged 
■feveral debts formerly contcaded in India ; fo that, on 
the 3111 January 1778, the company had, at their free 
and entire difpofal, the fum of 102,708,112 livres ten fols 
[4,279,504!. 13s.] cxclufive of their magazines, their 
Ihips, their fortiheations, and every thing wliich is of ufu 
in maintaining their feveral fettlements. 

This profperity will increafe in proportion as the im- 
merfe territory acquired by the Englilh in India fhall be 
bettv.r adminillered.. In 1773, their poirefTions returned 
113,791,252 livres ten fols [4,741,302!. 3s. 9d.] but the 
expellees of colleding this fum abforbed 81,153,652 livres 
ten fols [3,381,402!. 3s. 9d.] At this periody^ tlien, 
the nett produce amounted only to 32,660,100 livrea 
[1,360,837!. los.] It has gradually increafed, becaufe 
fome of the evils have been attacked w'ith fuccefs ; it will 
increafe hill more becauic there are hill many left to de- 
Ihoy. 

The extenfion that has been given to the trade w;!! prove 
another fgurce of fortune. The fale of 1772 amounted to 
79,214,872 livres ten fols [3,300,619!. 13s. 9d.] ; tliat of 
1 773, to 71,992,552 livres ten fols [2,999,689!. 13s. 4d.]; 
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♦hatof 1774, to 82,665,405 liyres [3,444,^911. 17#. 6d.]; 
that of 1775, 78,627,7 r2 livres ten foi8 [3»27^ii55h 

3s. 9d.3 > that of 1776, 1074,400,45^7 livrca* ten fols 

[ 3 , 1 00^015^^. 3 d . 

£,et great tranfa£lions of tlie company 

the fum of 11,250,000 livrca [468,750!.] at which the 
merchandize annually clandellincly from the In« 

dies is eftimatcd. L.tt us add 4,500,000 livres [187,500!.} 
for the diamonds. Let us add the funds, more or lefs ex- 
ten five, but always very confiderable, the value of which 
the Englifh, diilributed in the dift'erent fadlories of Afia, 
have fumiHied to foreign nations. Let us add the riches 
which thefe merchants themfelves carry away when they 
have amaffed them, to go and enjoy them in their own 
country. Let us obferve at the fame lime, that thefe vaft 
fpcculations, which render all the people of Africa) Europe, 
and America, tributary to Great Brittin, do not take 
annually out of that empire for the Indies more than- 
2,250,00-0 livres [93>75ol.} or at the utmoll 3,375,000 
livres [140,625!.] ; and we fhall have an idea of the im-- 
menfe advantages which thefe diftant colonies procure to 
the fortunate polTtlTors of them.- 

In 1780 the charier of the company will’ expire, and 
every thing ftems to promife that it will be renewed. Go- 
»vernment, ‘after having fecu red to itfelf the major part of 
the produce of ihofe conquefts, will deliver up again thefe 
regions to the opprcHive yoke of monopoly. 

“ Unfortunate Eidians ? endeavour to reconcile your- 
** felves to your chains. In vain have your fupplications 
“ been carried to the minillry, to the fenate, and to the 
people.- The minillry think only of themfelves ; the 
** fenate is raving ; and the wife part of the people are 
** either filent, or their words are not attended to. The 
rapacious and cruel aflbeiation of merchants that has 
caufed your misfortunes not only aggravates them, but 
*♦ looks upon them with tranquillity. Privileged rob- 
** bers ! ye who for fo long a time have kept a great part 
“ of the globe under the fetters of prohibition, and who 
** have condemned it to eternal poverty, was not this ty- 
ranny fufficient for you ? mull you ftill add to the 
** weight of it, by crimes which render the name of your 
country execrable ? 

VoL L S 
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What did I fay, your country f I doubt wbctb«r 
yon have any. But if the itoice of private intercd alone 
can Mi^eii your atteption, Itften to it, while it cx- 
** clainaa by me, that you are precipitatii^jSf1arrelve& into 
ruin* Your tyranny is haftening to the 

mondrous abuie you have made of your authority^ whe^ 
ther it be renewed or n^t^i^fc^itTceafe. Do you thinV 
** that the nation, when roufed, as it will bct from ito 
** prefent delirium and intoxication, willnot caU upon you 
to anfwer for your opprefiions ? Or that he will not be 
** made to expiate your enormities by the lofs of your 
“ criminal riches, and perhaps by the effufion of yourcorf*» 
rupted blood ? You deceive yourfelvce, if you think 
“ that they will be forgotten. The horrid fpcdacle of 
fo many immenfe regions pillaged, ravaged, or reduced 
to the moft cruel fervitude, will be difpTayed before us 
again. The earth now covers the carcafes of three 
millions of men, who have perilhed through your fault 
or negled : but they will be taken up again out of the 
ground ; they will cry out to heaven and to the earth 
for vengeance, and will obtain it. Time and ci^cum- 
** dances will ortly fufpend your punidiment. I fee the 
** period approaching when you will be recalled, and your 
fouls imprefled with terror. I behold you dragged in- 
to the dungeons that you deferve. I view you upon 
your coming out of them. I fee you brought pale and 
trembling before ypur judges. I hear the exclamations 
‘‘ of the people, in fury colleded about their tribunals.. 
The intimidated orator faulters in his harangue. Shame 
and dread have taken poiretlioii of him, and he has given 
** up your caufe ; the coniifeation of your edates, and 
the fentence of your death, are pronounced. My me- 
“ naces, perliaps, only excite in you a fmilc of contempt. 
‘‘ You have perfuaded yourfclves, that men who can 
throw mafies of gold into the fcale of judice will make 
“ it incline at pIcaTurc. Perhaps even you flatter youf-- 
felvcs that the nation conupted, while it prolongs your 
“ charter, will avow itfelf guilty of the crimes you have 
** committed, and an accomplice of thofe you may herc- 
after commit. 

But this will not be the cafe ; juft ice will fooner or 
later be exercifed. If it were otherwife, 1 would addrefa 
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myfclf to the populace; I would fay to them ; people, whofc 
clamours- have fo often caufed your mailers to tremble, 
what are you now waiting for ? tot what occafion do you. 
'f^rye and the (tones that pave your ftrects ? 

Tei^^ thif u p^ >> «N| Ut the upright citizens”, if there be fome 

S eft, will at length be roufed. They will perceive that the 
pirit of monopoly is narrow and cruel ; that it is infenfK 
bic to the public good ; and that it cannot be reilrained 
by the idea of either prefent or future ernfure. They will 
find that this fpirit fees nothing beyond the prefent mo- 
ment ; and that in the paroxyfm of its frenzy, it has pro- 
nounced at all times, and among all nations, the follow- 
ing decree ; 

“ Let my country perilh, let the region I command 
periih likewife ; perifh the citizen and the foreigner ; 
** perifh my afibciate, provided I can but enrich myfelf 
with his fpoils. All parts of the univerfe are alike to me., 
When I have laid vvalte, exhaufted, and impoveriflied, 
one country, I Oiall always find another, to which I 
may carry my gold, and enjoy it in peace.’’ 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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